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Afghanistan 

COVID-19 pandemic 
As reported in previous BN issues (cf. BN of 16.11.20), healthcare facilities continue to face major challenges in 
maintaining or expanding their capacity to treat patients with COVID-19, as well as in maintaining essential 
healthcare services, especially if they are located in conflict zones. Healthcare workers account for about 8% of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases. They will therefore also be the first to be vaccinated as soon as vaccines become 
available. India has now pledged to donate 500,000 doses of its own vaccine, and the first shipments have already 
arrived. Another 100,000 doses are to be distributed through COVAX (COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access). Further 
discussions on donations are underway with China. 

Prison conditions, torture 
According to a United Nations (UN) report, about one-third of persons detained on terrorism charges have been 
tortured or subjected to other forms of treatment that violate human rights. The report is based on interviews 
conducted with 656 detainees in various provincial prisons. Most cases were reported from Kandahar. It follows 
from the report that procedural safeguards (legal assistance, medical examinations, visits from relatives) for 
detainees are rarely respected. Nearly half of the detainees said they had been asked to sign documents, without 
knowing their content. Incommunicado detention and solitary confinement are practised in prisons run by the 
intelligence service. 

Reports of organ trafficking in Herat 
According to press reports based on information obtained from the Afghan Ministry of Health, more than 1,000 
kidneys have been trafficked in Herat in the past five years. IDPs (including children) from the neighbouring 
province of Badghis claim they have received up to AFN 300,000 (about EUR 3,200) for a kidney. The transplants 
were carried out at Loqman-e-Hakim Hospital. The hospital’s representatives say they have not been involved in 
any illegal trafficking. 
 

Attacks, hostilities, civilian casualties 
Civilian casualties due to fighting and targeted attacks also occurred in Kabul and other parts of the country last 
week. At least three persons were killed and five were injured in several explosions on 06.02.21. Three of the victims 
were Afghan Hindus. The vehicle of a government representative was hit in one of the additional attacks carried 
out on 07.02.21. 
According to research conducted by the New York Times, 64 government forces and 26 civilians were killed in 
February 2021 (as of 04.02.21). 
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Algeria 

Protests in the context of the socio-economic situation 
Protests have been taking place all over the country since 30.01.21. The participants are protesting against the 
sluggish situation in the country, which has worsened due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
The partial curfew imposed because of the COVID-19 pandemic in 19 provinces (Batna, Biskra, Blida, Bouira, 
Tebessa, Tlemcen, Tizi-Ouzou, Alger, Jijel, Relizane, Sidi Bel Abbes, Constantine, M'Sila, Oran, Boumerdes, 
Tissemsilt, El Tarf, Mostaganem et Ain Temouchent) from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. was extended by 15 days on 03.02.21. 
The night curfew has been lifted In the other provinces. 

Angola 

Several persons killed following clashes between protestors and police 
According to official reports, six protesters were killed during a demonstration in Cafunfo (Lunda-Norte Province) 
on 30.01.21 involving about 300 participants from the autonomous Lunda Tchokwe Protectorate Movement (in 
Portuguese: Movimento do Protectorado da Lunda Tchokwe (MPPLT or MPLT)). Another five persons were injured 
and 16 were arrested. The protesters allegedly attacked the local police station. According to other reports, up to 
27 persons were killed. Amnesty International (AI) reported on 02.02.21 that at least ten protesters had been killed 
and several were missing. On 03.02.21, Justice Minister Francisco Queiroz admitted human rights violations by the 
police, which he said, however, had been preceded by human rights violations by the demonstrators. The previous 
day it was announced that the Angolan judiciary had brought charges against the president of the MPPLT, José 
Mateus Zecamutchima, for the incidents. 
According to a media report, the relatively unknown MPPLT movement claims to represent the population of the 
entire eastern half of Angola (Lunda Tchokwe). It was founded in 2006 and it is not clear whether it is in favour of 
independence or merely autonomy for the region. It says the movement has a limited internet presence in the form 
of a Facebook page and a blog. The report cites an agreement concluded between inhabitants of Lunda Tchokwe 
and the then colonial power Portugal on the autonomy of the region in 1885 and 1894. According to the media 
report, the MPPLT considers the incorporation of Lunda Tchokwe into Angola, which became independent in 1975, 
to be an illegal annexation. 

Chad 

Protests against sixth presidential term 
In the capital N'Djamena, as well as in Moundou, Doba, Sarh and Abeche, hundreds of people took to the streets 
on 06.02.21 to protest against President Idriss Déby, who has been in office since 1990, serving a sixth term. The 
security forces used tear gas against the protesters and arrested a large number of people. Shortly before, the ruling 
party, Mouvement Patriotique du Salut (Patriotic Salvation Movement (MPS)), had presented Idriss Déby as its 
candidate for the presidential elections to be held in April 2021.  
In April 2018, parliament adopted a new constitution that allows Déby to remain in office until 2033. In addition, 
the new constitution further restricts the rule of law and democracy; the government takes repressive action against 
critics. 

China 

Xinjiang: sexual abuse at re-education camps 
According to a report published on the news website of the British broadcaster BBC on 03.02.21, women belonging 
to a Muslim minority who are being detained at re-education camps have been victims of systematic sexual abuse, 
including rape, molestation and torture. The report is based on the testimonies of several former camp inmates and 
an ex-warden. Although it says in the report that It was not possible to independently verify the statements, the 
rest of the information about the camp system and state measures against members of Muslim minorities 
corresponds to information provided so far by other sources. 
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Journalism further restricted 
China’s journalists are required to have a press card that is renewed annually, but only after they have undergone a 
political reliability check. The review will now include all professional and private posts that journalists publish on 
social media. Until now, media and journalists have followed the practice of placing critical reports beneath the 
threshold of censorship on social media. Citizen journalists are also affected by the new regulation; they too are 
now required to have official accreditation. 
China ranks 177th out of 180 countries in the Press Freedom Index of Reporters Without Borders. The organisation 
claims 117 journalists were being detained in China at the end of 2020. 

Colombia 

Death threat against child environmental activist 
According to international media, a death threat has been made against 11-year-old Francisco Vera on Twitter, 
which has sparked outrage and numerous expressions of solidarity in Colombia. The young activist is the face of a 
nationwide environmental and climate protection movement that campaigns, among other things, for a ban on 
single-use plastic and fracking. The threat was made in response to a video featuring Vera urging President Iván 
Duque to press upon the government to improve internet connectivity for children studying online throughout the 
country during the COVID-19 pandemic. The public prosecutor’s office and the police have said they will launch 
investigations. Duque himself promised in a public appearance that the people responsible for the tweet would be 
tracked down. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Ebola outbreak in the east of the country 
A woman has died of Ebola in Butembo (North Kivu province), epicentre of the last Ebola outbreak in the east of 
the country. This was announced by the World Health Organization (WHO) on 07.02.21. Local health workers have 
already traced more than 70 possible contacts of the deceased, it said. 
The last Ebola outbreak in the east of the country was considered to be over in June 2020 after almost two years, 
racking up a death toll of around 2,300.  After an outbreak of the disease in the west of the country was also stopped, 
the Ministry of Health declared on 18.11.20 that the entire country was free of Ebola (cf. BN of 30.11.20). 

Egypt 

Journalist released after four years in prison 
On 06.02.21, the authorities conditionally released Al-Jazeera journalist Mahmoud Hussein after more than four 
years in detention. The Egyptian journalist, who works in Doha, was arrested by security forces in December 2016 
when he entered his home country. He was accused of spreading false news and alleged membership of the 
outlawed Muslim Brotherhood. An order for Hussein’s release had already been issued in May 2019, but he was 
detained once again on new charges. Egyptian authorities accuse the Qatar-based news channel Al-Jazeera of 
biased reporting and disseminating Muslim Brotherhood propaganda. Al-Jazeera, however, denies these 
accusations. 

Gambia 

Gambia slips further down the ranking in the Corruption Perceptions Index 
Corruption continues to be a serious problem in The Gambia. According to the 2020 Corruption Perceptions Index 
(CPI) published by the anti-corruption organisation Transparency International, The Gambia deteriorated from 
96th place in 2019 to 102nd place in 2020.  
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Guinea 

Leader of opposition alliance FNDC sentenced to prison 
According to consistent media reports, a court of first instance in Mafanco has sentenced the leader of the 
opposition alliance Front National pour la Défense de la Constitution (National Front for the Defence of the 
Constitution (FNDC)), Oumar Sylla (alias Foniké Mangué), to 11 months’ imprisonment (without parole) for 
disturbing public order. The opposition member, who had campaigned against a constitutional amendment 
approved by a majority of the people in a referendum in favour of a third term in office for former president Alpha 
Condé, which had previously been ruled out by constitutional law, is thus, according to media reports, the third 
member of the opposition alliance FNDC to be sentenced to prison since the beginning of the year. FNDC alliance 
members Souleymane Conde and Youssouf Dioubate were sentenced to one year in prison for inciting an 
insurrection in January 2021. 

India 

Freedom of the press restricted 
Free reporting on the nationwide protests against the liberalisation of the agricultural sector is being partly 
restricted, according to journalists. They say the profiles of news channels, politically active persons and farmers’ 
associations have been temporarily blocked on social media and some persons who had reported on the protests 
had been charged with sedition. 
The legal consequences of the offence, which dates back to colonial times, normally entail a prison sentence of up 
to three years and a fine. There is also an aggravated offence punishable by life imprisonment and a fine. Sedition 
cases are rare but have been brought time and again to silence people working for the media and government 
critics. 

Iran 

Religious minorities: renewed prison sentences for Baha‘is 
According to the Iranian human rights organisation Human Rights Activists News Agency (HRNA), members of the 
Baha'i community have once again been handed prison sentences. According to the HRNA, three Baha’is living in 
Tehran had already been sentenced to four years and three months imprisonment by a revolutionary court on 
16.01.21. The sentence had been handed down in the first week of February 2021. The charges were “assembly and 
association for actions against the security of the country through the administration of a Baha'i organisation” and 
“propaganda activities against the Islamic Republic through mission and propagation of Baha'ism”. One of the three 
persons had been arrested and released on bail in November 2018.  

Human rights organisations call for end to arbitrary arrests 
On 03.02.21, Human Rights Watch (HRW) published an appeal signed by 36 non-governmental organisations 
designed to highlight the ongoing arbitrary arrests of members of the Kurdish minority in Iran (cf. BN of 25.01.21). 
The Iranian leadership has not yet provided any information on the reasons for the arrests. According to HRW, at 
least 96 persons of Kurdish ethnicity have been arrested since 06.01.21, most of them without any legal basis. 

Girls’ and women’s rights: marriage of underage girls on the rise 
Iranian foreign media, citing the Statistical Centre of Iran, report that the number of marriages of underage girls is 
on the rise. According to the report, 9,058 girls between the ages of 10 and 14 were married off in the summer of 
2020. In Iran, this practice is allowed under Section 1041 of the Civil Code. In any such cases, however, marriages 
can be carried out with the permission of a court and the consent of the child and its parents. In addition, there are 
a large number of unregistered marriages with underage girls. Iranian parents often marry off their underage 
daughters because of economic poverty and cultural customs. 
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Iraq 

Fight against ISIS 
On 27.01.21, a well-known ISIS leader was killed during a joint mission between US forces and the Iraqi army in 
the north of Kirkuk. The individual killed was Jabbar Salma Ali Farhan al-Isaawi, who was in charge of ISIS activities 
in Iraq. According to Iraqi government officials, the attack was carried out in response to the suicide bombings in 
Baghdad on 21.1.21 in which 32 people were killed. A day before the attack, a ministry official in the Kurdistan 
Autonomous Region (KR-I) warned that ISIS was regaining strength. The embattled areas between Erbil and 
Baghdad were particularly affected, he said. To this end, the KR-I sent task forces to the areas on 03.02.21.  
On 07.02.21, the Ministry of Interior claimed it had arrested 13 ISIS fighters. 

Protests 
Last weekend, protests took place once again in central and southern Iraq. Several persons were injured. For 
instance, rallies took place in Nasiriyah on 05.02.21, during which protestors clashed with riot police. The protesters 
demanded that the government reveal the fate of activist Sajjad al-Iraqi. 

Internally displaced persons 
Residents of Jedaa Camp, which is located 65 km south of Mosul, fear being displaced. As early as October 2020, 
the government had decided to close the camp in order to encourage people to return to their home regions. About 
2,400 families are still living in Jedaa Camp, who claim they are afraid to return to their home region. Aid 
organisations warn against sending people back in view of the winter and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

COVID-19 pandemic 
The Iraqi central government fears a second COVID-19 wave and reminds the population to continue to adhere to 
the measures. Since the first COVID-19 case was confirmed in February 2020, 619,636 Iraqis have contracted the 
disease and 13,047 have died (as of 01.02.21). The Iraqi government expects to receive the first vaccines this month. 
There is a ban on entering and leaving countries where new COVID-19 variants have been detected. 

Israel / Palestinian Autonomous Territories 

COVID-19 pandemic 
On 03.02.21, a coronavirus vaccine was administered to the first medical and nursing staff of the Palestinian 
Autonomous Territories. The local Palestinian Health Authority announced that the vaccine would first be given to 
frontline workers and then to anyone over the age of 60 and persons suffering from chronic illnesses. 
Ramallah had received about 2,000 doses of the Moderna vaccine from Israel on 01.02.21, with 3,000 more to 
follow. Critics complain that Israel, as the occupying power, is responsible for the healthcare of the Palestinian 
population. However, the Oslo Accords gave the Palestinian Liberation Organisation autonomy in this area. Israel’s 
own Arab population and the Palestinians in annexed East Jerusalem receive vaccinations through the State of 
Israel. Representatives of the Israeli government emphasised that it was also in the interest of the Palestinian 
population to be vaccinated across the board, not least because they come into frequent contact with Israelis as a 
result of economic ties. 
The Palestinian leadership has so far relied primarily on vaccine supplies from other international partners. The 
leadership in Ramallah announced that the vaccine would also be made available in the Gaza Strip. The coastal strip 
which has a population of about two million has not yet received the vaccine. 

Kosovo 

War crimes tribunal: release from pre-trial detention rejected 
On 22.01.21, the pre-trial judge rejected the request of the defence lawyers of ex-President Hashim Thaçi and his 
three co-defendants before the Kosovo Specialist Chambers (KSC) for interim release from custody. The defence 
submitted that he would comply with any conditions set on his release. In his negative decision, the investigating 
judge found that there was a danger that Thaçi would obstruct the progress of the KSC proceedings and that there 
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was also a high risk he would abscond. While a flight risk could be effectively limited, release conditions were not 
suitable to prevent Thaçi from obstructing the proceedings through his wide network of supporters. The four 
defendants appealed the decision on 01.02.21 and 03.02.21 respectively.  
On 05.11.20, the ex-president, who had resigned immediately before, had been transferred to the KSC detention 
centre in The Hague together with politicians Jakup Krasniqi, Kadri Veseli and Rexhep Selimi following an 
indictment charging them with war crimes. They had subsequently pleaded not guilty (cf. BN of 09.11.20 and 
16.11.20). Pre-trial detention must be confirmed every two months under KSC law. 

Trial in the murder of politician Ivanović 
Six Serbs accused of involvement in the assassination of the Kosovar-Serb politician Oliver Ivanović, pleaded not 
guilty at the initial trial hearing in Pristina. They are accused of membership of a criminal group, assisting in a 
murder, possession of illegal weapons, disclosure of official secrets and abuse of office. Ivanović, leader of the civic 
initiative “Freedom, Democracy, Justice”, had been gunned down in front of his office in North Mitrovica on 
16.01.18. According to media reports, he had evolved from a hardline nationalist to a political moderate who 
advocated the coexistence between Kosovo's Serb minority and the Albanian majority. 

Liberia 

Human rights to be improved and strengthened 
The United Nations in Liberia has called upon the Liberian government to implement all recommendations made 
by the UN Human Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR) for the third cycle. Through this process, the 
Human Rights Council (HRC) regularly reviews the human rights records of all 193 UN member states. It also 
provides an opportunity for states to explain what measures they have taken to improve the human rights situation 
in their countries and to address challenges to the exercise of human rights.  
Liberia was reviewed through a virtual platform in November 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The HRC 
subsequently submitted over 200 recommendations on a wide range of human rights issues that Liberia has been 
urged to implement. These include criminalising and eradicating all forms of sexual and gender-based violence 
such as female genital mutilation and harmful traditional practices, as well as ensuring the protection of LGBTI 
persons and ending discrimination against persons on the basis of their sexual orientation.  
The Liberian Minister of Justice pledged to continue to work with the HRC and other treaty bodies to further 
improve and strengthen the promotion and protection of human rights in Liberia. 

Libya 

Dialogue forum elects new interim government 
Seventy five representatives of the Libyan Political Dialogue Forum (LPDF) elected Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, a 
businessman from Misrata, as the new Prime Minister from 21 candidates in Geneva on 05.02.21. The newly-elected 
prime minister must form a cabinet and have it confirmed by the parliament in the east of the country within three 
weeks. Furthermore, a Presidency Council comprising three members was elected, in which all three parts of the 
country, Cyrenaika (east), Tripolitania (west), Fezzan (south), are represented and which is led by the former 
diplomat Mohamed al-Menfi from Tobruk.  
Among other things, the new interim government is to organise the presidential and parliamentary elections agreed 
upon for December 2021.  
The LPDF was established by the United Nations in November 2020, and the selection of participants is said to have 
been as representative as possible. However, the dialogue forum has repeatedly been accused of lacking democratic 
legitimacy. 
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Montenegro 

Court of Appeal overturns first instance verdicts on attempted coup d'état 
According to recent media reports, the Court of Appeal on 05.02.21 overturned the guilty verdicts handed down at 
first instance in May 2019 in the so-called coup plot trial, citing significant procedural flaws, and referred them back 
to the Supreme Court for reconsideration. In the trial on the attempted coup d'état during the 2016 parliamentary 
elections, which had been criticised by the opposition at the time as politically motivated, 13 defendants had been 
convicted by the Supreme Court of terrorism and of founding a criminal organisation with the aim of carrying out 
a coup d'état and preventing accession to NATO. The Court had charged the defendants, among other things, with 
attempted occupation of parliament and planning to assassinate the then Prime Minister and current President 
Milo Djukanovic (of the pro-Western Democratic Party of Socialists, DPS) and to install a pro-Russian leadership. 
Russia had denied any involvement at the time. 

Myanmar 

Protests after coup 
On 02.02.21, Min Aung Hlaing, new ruler and head of the army appointed his cabinet consisting of generals, former 
generals and candidates from the pro-military Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) who were defeated 
in the November 2020 elections. 
On 04.02.21, the new leadership temporarily blocked Facebook because opponents of the coup had allegedly called 
for civil disobedience. In Mandalay, a street protest took place on 04.02.21, initially with about 20 people, but by 
the following weekend tens of thousands had gathered. According to media reports, the new military leadership 
wants to charge the deposed de-facto head of government Aung San Suu Kyi with violations of Myanmar’s import-
export laws. Deposed President Win Myint is to be charged with violating rules during the coronavirus pandemic.  
On 05.02.21, Win Htein, top politician and right-hand man of State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, was arrested by 
security forces for calling on Myanmar citizens to resist the “destruction of their government”. Aung San Suu Kyi is 
to remain under house arrest. By 05.02.21, the Ministries of Agriculture, Energy, Health and Education were also 
reported to have joined the protest movement, and their staff had stopped working. On 05.02.21, Muhyiddin Yassin, 
Prime Minister of Malaysia, warned against destabilising the southeast Asian region. On 06.02.21, Sean Turnell, 
Australian economic advisor to Aung San Suu Kyi, was arrested, according to media reports. About 160 persons are 
said to have been arrested so far. The internet block imposed on 06.02.21 was lifted again. 
On 07.02.21, thousands demonstrated against the military coup and the detention of Aung San Suu Kyi. In Yangon 
(former capital Rangoon), a group of monks marched at the head of the movement, which is estimated to have had 
100,000 participants. Thousands also demonstrated in the coastal city of Dawei and in Myitkyina, capital of the 
ethnic Kachin state. According to media reports, last weekend’s peaceful protests have been the largest since the 
2007 “Saffron Revolution”, which was led by Buddhist monks. Doctors, nurses, teachers, lawyers, textile and other 
industrial workers, among others, reportedly joined the protests.. 

Nigeria 

Appeal to fight abduction crime 
On 27.01.21, the Archbishop of Abuja, Ignatius Kaigama, publicly called on Nigerian politicians to do more to 
address the persistently high number of kidnappings in the West African country. According to media reports, two 
church representatives were among the victims of the kidnapping cases that have come to light since late 2020. 
Kaigama described it as disturbing that security forces are often unable to identify the kidnappers. He said the 
government should urgently invest in improving the training of security forces and buying better equipment. In 
December 2020, the abduction of hundreds of students from a boys’ boarding school in Katsina State had also 
attracted international attention (cf. BN of 21.12.20). 
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Schoolchildren receive psychosocial support in the northeast 
According to media reports released on 06.02.21, the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF) has started providing psychosocial support to 50,000 school children in primary and secondary schools 
in Borno State. This measure is intended to cushion the psychological effects of the difficult security situation in 
the northeast. Psychosocial support will also be provided to teachers in the region. 

Pakistan 

Kashmir Solidarity Day 
On 05.02.21, events were held across the country to mark Kashmir Solidarity Day. Prime Minister Imran Khan 
addressed a rally in the town of Kotli in the Pakistan-administered part of Kashmir. 
Hand grenades were thrown into a solidarity rally in Sibi district in the southwestern province of Balochistan. More 
than two dozen people, including three security personnel, were injured. No one has claimed responsibility for the 
attack. Anti-government and armed separatists are active in the region. 

Republic of the Congo 

Largest opposition alliance announces boycott of presidential elections 
The largest opposition alliance Pan-African Union for Social Democracy (UPADS) has announced that it will boycott 
the presidential elections scheduled for 21.03.21. UPADS Secretary General Pascal Tsaty Mabiala declared that it 
had been unanimously decided within the opposition alliance not to participate in the presidential elections and 
not to nominate a deputy candidate. The opposition alliance, founded by former President Pascal Lissouba, 
currently forms the only parliamentary opposition in the National Assembly.  
The incumbent for 36 years, Denis Sassou-Nguesso, has once again stood for re-election as president for the next 
seven years. 

Russian Federation 

Putin critic Navalny sentenced to imprisonment 
Russian opposition figure and President Putin’s fiercest critic, Alexei Navalny, was sentenced to three and a half 
years in a penal colony by a Moscow court on 02.02.21. The 44-year-old had violated the terms of his probation in 
an earlier criminal case from 2014, according to the judge in charge who said that an earlier suspended sentence 
had now been commuted to a real prison sentence. At that time, Navalny had already been sentenced to three and 
a half years’ probation. This sentence should be reduced by the ten months that Navalny had to spend under house 
arrest while the trial was still pending. His remaining prison sentence would thus be two years and eight months. 
In an emotional speech delivered at the trial, Navalny had complained of unlawful persecution by the Russian 
authorities and pointed out that he had been undergoing medical treatment in Germany, where he had spent five 
months recovering from an attack with the chemical agent Novichok. After the verdict, his defence lawyers 
immediately announced their intention to appeal. 

Large number of protesters arrested 
Russian security forces have once again cracked down massively on protesters in several cities over the Navalny 
trial. According to human rights activists, a total of around 1,400 persons were arrested. The police arrested 1,116 
protesters in Moscow alone, according to the non-governmental organisation OVD-Info, and 246 persons were 
arrested in St. Petersburg. Protests also took place in other Russian cities and people were detained. 
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Serbia 

Blow for organised crime 
Interior Minister Aleksandar Vulin announced on 04.02.21 that the Serbian police have arrested the suspected mafia 
leader Veljko Belivuk and 16 other suspects. The persons are accused of murder, extortion, kidnapping and drug 
trafficking. Belivuk is the leader of a fan group of the football club Partizan Belgrade, which, according to the 
investigating authorities, served as a cover for the criminal activities of the defendants. 

Somalia 

Attacks carried out during preparations for elections 
Al-Shabaab has carried out several attacks in Dhusamareb in the Galgudud region, where the Somali President and 
Prime Minister met last week with leaders of the federal governments to find a way to hold elections scheduled for 
08.02.21. On 02.02.21 and 05.02.21, al-Shabaab shelled the city. On 07.02.21, a roadside bomb exploded, killing 
several regional intelligence officials who were travelling in a convoy. Among them was the head of Dhusamareb 
city intelligence. Although all parties had initially agreed in September 2020 to hold elections in late December 
2020 and early 2021, the states of Puntland and Jubaland no longer agree to this arrangement. The President is 
therefore expected to schedule another round of talks.  
The President’s mandate expires on 08.02.21. He is elected by the members of parliament and the senators. No new 
president can be elected until Somalia has held the necessary elections to assemble a new parliament and appoint 
senators. 

Sudan / Ethiopia 

Over 50 killed in clashes between Sudan and Ethiopia 
According to Sudanese media reports, 50 Ethiopian soldiers and one Sudanese soldier were killed in clashes 
between Sudanese and Ethiopian military forces. Sudanese forces repelled an attack by the Ethiopian army in the 
disputed border region of al-Fashaga in the state of al-Qadarif (Gedaref) on 04.02.21 and seized a camp of the 
Ethiopian military and captured weapons.  
Ethiopian farmers have been settling in the fertile region for decades, a circumstance that Sudan no longer wants 
to tolerate and which has repeatedly led to armed conflicts for almost a year (cf. BN of 11.01.21). Experts warn of 
the danger of war. Relations between the two countries are also strained by the construction of Ethiopia’s Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (“Gerd”), the use of which is - according to Sudan - a “threat to national security”. Like 
Egypt, Sudan fears problems with its own water supply and is calling for international mediation in the dispute over 
the Nile dam. 

Syria 

Hassakah and Qamishli: curfew lifted 
Local police in the Kurdish-led SDF areas said on 02.02.21 that the movement of people and goods into the 
neighbourhoods under government control had been reopened after being suspended for almost three weeks (cf. 
BN of 01.02.21). The affected neighbourhoods, each known as a “security square” in both cities, remained under 
the control of the Syrian central government even after the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) had seized them. 
The pro-opposition Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, meanwhile, reported that the government in Damascus 
had at the same time allowed goods to be imported into northeastern Syria again, after this too had been suspended 
for weeks, a move that allegedly provoked the district closures by the SDF. The de-escalation agreement is said to 
have been reached through Russian mediation. 
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Togo 

HAAC imposes publication ban on newspaper 
The media regulator Haute Autorité de l'Audiovisuel et de la Communication (HAAC) imposed a four-month 
publication ban on the bi-weekly newspaper L'Alternative on 05.02.21. In an article published on 02.02.21, a 
member of the government was accused of fraud in connection with real estate transactions. 

Domestic dialogue 
The opposition party Comité d'Action pour le Renouveau (Action Committee for Renewal (CAR)) withdrew from 
the domestic political dialogue entitled “Concertation Nationale des Acteurs Politiques” (National Consultation of 
Political Actors (CNAP)) between the government and the opposition on 02.02.21. CNAP began on 19.01.21 when 
17 of 24 opposition parties accepted the government’s invitation to engage in talks on the preparation of the next 
regional elections. The representatives of the CAR, on the other hand, see a need for talks regarding the presidential 
election held in February 2020. According to some opposition representatives, the opposition candidate Agbéyomé 
Kodjo (Mouvement Patriotique pour le Développement et la Démocratie – (Patriotic Movement for Development 
and Democracy (MPDD)), who lost to the incumbent president Faure Gnassingbé, was deprived of his election 
victory through manipulation (cf. BN of 24.02.20). The four parties that supported Edem Kodjo in the Dynamique 
alliance initiated by Philippe Fanoko Kossi Kpodzro refused to participate in the CNAP. 

Tunisia 

Renewed protests and unrest 
On 06.02.20, hundreds of people took to the streets in Tunis to demonstrate against police violence. The occasion 
was the commemoration of a leading opposition politician who had been assassinated on 06.02.13. Demonstrators 
have likewise voiced their opposition to the estimated 1,000 arrests made during protests that took place in January 
2021.  

Turkey 

Student protests 
Security forces once again arrested numerous people during further protests (cf. BN of 01.02.21 and 11.01.21) 
against the appointment of a new rector at Boğaziçi University in Istanbul,. On 02.02.21, students had gathered in 
Istanbul’s Kadiköy district, flouting a ban. Security forces used tear gas and plastic bullets to disperse the crowd. 
The local authority had earlier banned the gathering because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Clashes also erupted with 
security forces and arrests were made at a solidarity rally in the capital, Ankara. According to media reports, more 
than 100 persons were arrested in Istanbul in connection with the demonstrations held the previous day, most of 
whom have since been released. House arrest had reportedly been imposed on eleven people. On 04.02.21, the 
Turkish Ministry of the Interior said that 528 persons had been arrested in connection with the protests since 
January, 498 of whom had been released. 

Ukraine 

Broadcasting ban for news channels 
On 02.02.21, President Volodymyr Zelensky issued a decree prohibiting the continued operation of the Ukrainian 
news channels 112 Ukrajina, NewsOne and ZIK with immediate effect. The decree provides for appropriate 
sanctions, including the revocation of licences, thereby implementing a previous decision by Ukraine’s National 
Security Council. As justification for the move, Zelensky accused the stations of broadcasting Russian propaganda. 
All three stations are owned by a member of parliament from the Opposition Platform - For Life party, which is 
considered pro-Russia. Representatives of the party announced impeachment proceedings against the president in 
response. In a joint statement, the affected stations condemned Zelensky’s actions as a “reckoning with 
inconvenient media”. 
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West Africa 

Jihadist expansion feared 
According to media reports, the French foreign intelligence agency Direction Générale de la Sécurité Extérieure 
(Directorate General for External Security (DGSE)) believes that jihadist militant groups active in the Sahel are 
working on plans to expand southward in the near future. Details were provided at a press conference on 01.02.21, 
which was also attended by the French Minister of Defence. The focal points of the planned jihadist expansion were 
reportedly Côte d’Ivoire and Benin, which lie on the Gulf of Guinea. DGSE representatives said that there was 
concrete evidence that attacks have been planned against military bases in the region. 

Yemen 

US to revoke designation of Houthi as terrorist organisation and announces policy reversal 
The Biden administration has announced that it will withdraw the classification of the Houthi rebels as a terrorist 
organisation, which was made under former US President Donald Trump in January 2021. The designation as a 
terrorist organisation was strongly criticised by aid organisations, which feared that it would exacerbate the 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen (cf. BN of 11.01.21 and 25.01.21). The US government also announced that it would 
end its support for military operations conducted by the Saudi Arabia-led coalition, which has so far taken the form 
of logistics and military aid. The coalition supports the Yemeni government in its fight against the Houthis but has 
been repeatedly accused of killing civilians as well. The US stated that this would have no impact on military 
operations against al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). 
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