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Afghanistan 

Food situation 
The UN estimates that 16.9 million people (out of an estimated 27 to 32 million) are currently in a food situation 
that is considered to be phase three (Crisis) according to the five-phase Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) scale, with 5.5 million in phase four (Emergency). The IPC scale ranges from “Minimal” to 
“Stressed”, “Crisis” and “Emergency” to “Famine”. In January, the Famine Early Warning Systems Network 
(FEWS.net) saw most of Afghanistan in phase two (phase three includes the central provinces of Ghor, Daikundi 
and Uruzgan and small parts of other provinces). In the February to May 2021 forecast, further parts (especially in 
the northeast) are expected to be in phase three. Both sources assume that lower precipitation and higher 
temperatures associated with the El Niño weather phenomenon will lead to crop failures. In addition, many food 
prices have also skyrocketed since March 2020 in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic, while the purchasing 
power of casual labourers and livestock farmers has declined. Many households have taken out loans to buy food. 
The aforementioned and other sources assume that without current and ongoing aid, the food situation would be 
one or two phases worse.  

Attacks, hostilities, civilian casualties 
According to the news channel ToloNews, up to 340 persons have been killed or injured by magnetic bombs, booby 
traps or in targeted attacks since the beginning of February 2021. According to research conducted by the New 
York Times, 209 security forces and 51 civilians were killed in February (as of 18.02.21). 
On 13.02.21, at least a hundred oil and gas tankers were destroyed in a blaze in Herat province (near Islam Qala, 
the border crossing with Iran). The explosion is believed to have been caused by gunfire. At least 50 persons were 
injured. It is estimated that the damage is in the region of US$ 50 million to US$ 100 million. Trucks with other 
cargo were also either destroyed or looted. The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) returnee reception 
centre was damaged and temporarily suspended operations. Returnees from Iran are now being diverted to the 
Milak border crossing 1,000 km to the southwest in Nimruz province. 
On 16.02.21, unknown gunmen killed an intelligence officer in Kabul (Police District (PD) 13) and a doctor and two 
policemen in Jalalabad (Nangarhar). 
On 17.02.21, a policeman and two civilians were shot dead by unknown gunmen in Kabul (in Bagrami). 
On 18.02.21, two explosions occurred in Kabul. One hit a police vehicle but no one was injured. The second 
explosion killed two people, including a university lecturer.  
On 20.02.21, three explosions occurred in Kabul, killing at least five persons and injuring two. 
On 21.02.21, an attack on a police vehicle in Kabul (in PD 4) killed three Ministry of Interior employees and a child. 
Six other persons, including three children and two women, were injured. A police officer was attacked in another 
incident in PD 5. He survived the attack, but one civilian was injured.  
Apart from Kabul, attacks also occurred in other provinces. In southern Helmand, for instance, one person was 
killed and 14 were injured in a car explosion in the capital Lashkargah on 21.02.21. 



2 

No group has claimed responsibility for any of the above-mentioned attacks. 

Algeria 

Mass gatherings ahead of second anniversary of Hirak - nationwide demonstrations expected 
Thousands of protesters gathered in Kherrata, a city in the east of the country, on 16.02.21. Kherrata is considered 
to be the cradle of the Hirak movement, which was responsible for the resignation of former President Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika. Many opposition members were among the participants. The desire to form the movement into an 
organised alternative to the authorities was expressed. On today’s anniversary (22.02.21), thousands are expected 
to take to the streets again to voice their demands. 

Dissolution of parliament and new elections  
Algerian President Abdelmajid Tebboune is seeking a government reshuffle. He signed a presidential decree on 
21.02.21 dissolving the National Assembly and calling for early, but as yet undated, elections, although the mandate 
was issued until 2022. Likewise, he pardoned at least 35 detainees arrested in connection with the Hirak 
demonstrations.  

Angola 

New penal code enters in to force 
Ninety days after publication in the Gazette, the new Angolan Penal Code (Código Penal Angolano) and the new 
Code of Criminal Procedure (Código do Processo Penal Angolano) entered into force on 11.02.2021. Crimes 
committed from that day onwards will be dealt with according to the new laws. The country is thereby replacing 
previous laws that dated back to colonial times. The new penal code, which no longer contains a provision on the 
punishability of “vices against nature” and thus decriminalises same-sex relations, had originally already been 
passed by the National Assembly on 23.01.19 (cf. BN of 28.01.19). According to media reports, President João 
Lourenço subsequently introduced amendments, in particular to tighten the law with regard to offences committed 
in the exercise of public functions. In November 2020, the National Assembly adopted the amended version of the 
law. 

Clarification called for after protests leading to several deaths 
According to media reports, the EU and the United Nations (UN) are demanding clarification following the protests 
that took place in Cafunfo (Lunda-Norte province) on 30.01.21 and resulted in several deaths (cf. BN of 14.02.21). 
According to official reports, 300 supporters of the autonomy movement Movimento do Protectorado Português 
da Lunda Tchokwe (Lunda Tchokwe Portuguese Protectorate Movement (MPPLT)) had tried to enter a police 
station, where the fatal shooting took place. Civil society groups and opposition parties have accused the police of 
indiscriminately firing at citizens. Police reportedly pursued suspected MPPLT supporters and activists again the 
following day, arresting and shooting them. At least 28 people were reportedly killed. Supporters of the MPPLT 
hold the governor of Lunda-Norte, Ernesto Muangala, particularly responsible for the violence. The government 
spoke of “stronger security measures in the Cafunfo area” to prevent further escalation. Meanwhile, MPPLT leader 
José Mateus Zecamutchima was arrested on 09.02.21. His lawyers complained on 17.02.21 that they had been 
unable to contact their client since then, saying they know nothing of his whereabouts. 
Canfunfo is located in a region that is dominated by a diamond mining industry. Diamonds are one of Angola’s most 
important export goods. The local population does not benefit from the mining, according to a media report. 

Armenia 

Protesters call for resignation of Prime Minister Pashinyan 
Thousands of protesters have gathered in the Armenian capital of Yerevan to demand the resignation of Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan. They demonstrated in Freedom Square in the centre of Yerevan on 20.02.21 amidst heavy 
police security, calling Pashinyan a traitor and blaming him for the lost war over Nagorno-Karabakh in autumn 2020 
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against Azerbaijan. Pashinyan has so far strongly rejected calls for his voluntary resignation but has held out the 
possibility of early parliamentary elections. 

Belarus 

Female journalists sentenced to prison terms 
Two female Belarusian journalists who worked for a Belarusian-language, Polish-based TV network and were 
arrested in November 2020 while filming a protest rally against President Lukashenko were each sentenced to two 
years in prison by a court in Minsk on 18.02.21. The court found the women guilty of inciting participation in a mass 
event and organising group actions that grossly violate public order. Smaller protests against the president took 
place over the weekend. Regular protest rallies against the president have been ongoing since August 2020 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

EU calls for equal burden-sharing for refugees in all parts of the country 
EU Commissioner for Home Affairs Ylva Johansson stressed at a meeting with Bosnian government members in 
Sarajevo on 19.02.21 during her visit to the Lipa migrant camp in northern Bosnia that all parts of Bosnia should 
take equal responsibility for looking after the refugees. According to recent media reports, all six Bosnian migrant 
reception centres are located in the majority Bosniak-Croat entity, the “Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina”, but 
none in the majority Serb entity, the “Republika Srpska”. She says the latter has so far refused to set up any such 
refugee camp. Johansson conceded that the situation in Lipa had improved but pointed to failures by Bosnian 
authorities in the past. At the meeting with Zoran Tegeltija, the chairman of the Bosnian state government, he for 
his part had stressed that the burdens Bosnia and Herzegovina had to bear in dealing with the migration crisis in 
Europe were too great. Human rights organisations such as Human Rights Watch (HRW) had already pointed out 
in January that some of the refugee shelters on the Bosnian-Croatian border were not winter-proof (cf. BN of 
18.01.21). 

Burkina Faso 

Nine killed in ambush 
Unknown gunmen killed nine persons travelling on a bus between the towns of Markoye and Tokabangou to a 
market in the village of Dolbel in neighbouring Niger on 18.02.21. Several persons were injured. 

Central African Republic 

UN Secretary-General calls for increase in MINUSCA’s personnel 
Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations (UN), recommends an increase of 2,750 military and 
940 police personnel for the “Mission Multidimensionnelle Intégrée des Nations Unies pour la Stabilisation en 
République Centrafricaine” (MINUSCA) (which stands for “United Nations Multidimensional Integrated 
Stabilisation Mission in the Central African Republic), according to an agency report. An adjustment of the 
stabilisation mission’s mandate to include up to 14,400 military and 3,200 police personnel would have to be 
approved by the UN Security Council. The additional capacity was not intended to serve as a means to resolve the 
current situation militarily, nor as a substitute for the primary responsibility of national authorities to advance the 
peace process and protect the population. The report said that desertions had occurred among Central African 
security forces in the face of violence by armed groups during the elections held on 27.12.20 (cf. BN of 11.01.21). 
 

Recruitment of child soldiers 
In the wake of the 27.12.20 election violence, armed groups are believed to have recruited nearly 3,000 children, 
according to an agency report by aid workers. There is a risk of further recruitment. Often, only US$30 USD would 



4 

be enough to recruit child soldiers. Children who have been separated from their parents due to massive 
displacement (cf. BN of 01.02.21) are particularly at risk. Children are used by the armed groups as soldiers, but also 
as cooks, for example, and are also exposed to sexual exploitation. 

China 

Hong Kong: new accusations against Jimmy Lai; Chan Tsz-wah arrested 
New accusations are being levelled in the trial against media mogul Jimmy Lai. In August 2020, he allegedly helped 
Andy Li in an attempt to flee to Taiwan by speedboat along with eleven other democracy activists (cf. BN of 
31.08.20). Against this background, Lai, who was already in pre-trial detention, was arrested once again on 16.02.21. 
He now faces an additional charge of conspiracy to assist a criminal. His appeal against the Court of Final Appeal’s 
ruling of 09.02.21 was dismissed by High Court Judge Anthea Pang Po-kam on 18.02.21. This means Lai will still 
not be granted release on parole to house arrest (cf. BN of 15.02.21). 
Also implicated in the conspiracy charge is 29-year-old paralegal Chan Tsz-wah, whose arrest took place on 
15.02.21. Chan, who has full British citizenship, is also alleged to have cooperated with Lai, Li and others in Li’s 
escape attempt. He is also being accused of colluding with foreign forces between 01.07.20 and 15.02.21, along 
with Lai, his assistant Mark Simon, Li, activist Finn Lau and others. Simon, as well as Lau, who has been living in 
London since 2019, are wanted by Hong Kong police in connection with the case. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

UNICEF report on the situation of internally displaced minors 
The United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) expressed serious concern on 19.02.21 
about the health, well-being and future of some three million internally displaced children who are facing extreme 
hunger and militia violence as a result of the various crises in the eastern parts of the country. Whole villages have 
been set on fire and health centres and schools looted. In a series of attacks, entire families and their children have 
been murdered by heavily armed militants wielding machetes, according to another UNICEF press release issued 
the same day. 
According to the latest UN figures, the Democratic Republic of the Congo has the highest number of internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) after the Syrian Arab Republic, at 5.2 million. Half of the IDPs have been displaced in the 
last twelve months alone. Families who have been forced to leave their homes lack access to clean water, healthcare 
and other basic services in overcrowded camps or impoverished host communities. Eight million people are also 
affected by acute food insecurity in the provinces of Ituri, North Kuvi, South Kivu and Tanganyika.  
The UNICEF report “Fear and Flight: An uprooted generation of children at risk in the DRC”, published on 19.02.21, 
includes testimonies from child victims of sexual abuse, forced recruitment and deployment as child soldiers, and 
other serious children’s rights violations. According to the new UNICEF report, these grave violations of children’s 
rights increased sharply in the first half of 2020 compared to the whole of 2019.  

UNHCR: 2020 record number of civilians killed in Ituri, North Kuvi, South Kivu provinces 
UNHCR said in a statement on 16.02.20 that at least 2,000 civilians had been killed in the eastern provinces of Ituri, 
Norh Kuvi and South Kuvi in 2020. Armed groups are mainly being held responsible for the attacks (cf. BN of 
15.02.21). Internally displaced persons in host communities or camps have also been the target of such attacks, 
inter alia, on suspicion of collaborating with Congolese government forces or other armed actors, according to High 
Commission spokesperson Babor Baloch. Some IDP camps are located directly in areas contested by various armed 
groups; IDPs are also accidentally caught between the fronts because of this. Citing reports, UNHCR further states 
that armed groups have introduced illegal taxes in addition to forcibly occupying schools, disrupting school 
activities and attacking health centres.  
Compared to the past, the military operations carried out by government forces against armed groups in the eastern 
parts of the country are showing more and more signs of success, but the government forces do not see themselves 
in a position to permanently maintain territorial control with regard to the areas they have recaptured. This allows 
the armed groups operating in the areas to recapture the areas and exercise territorial power. 
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Plague outbreak in northeastern parts of the country 
According to Ituri Provincial Health Minister Patrick Karamura, an outbreak of the plague which is endemic in the 
northeastern parts of the country three months ago has claimed the lives of 31 persons out of 520 confirmed cases 
so far.  
In addition, another Ebola outbreak is seriously threatening the eastern parts of the country. According to media 
reports, there have been six confirmed cases so far, four of which have been fatal. 

Egypt  

Family members of well-known human rights activist briefly detained 
Egyptian security authorities raided several homes of relatives of US-based American-Egyptian human rights 
activist Mohamed Soltan in the early hours of 14.02.21, briefly detaining and interrogating three of his cousins. 
Soltan, who advocates for human rights through his organisation Freedom Initiative and was detained in an 
Egyptian prison for two years (2013-2015), had filed a lawsuit in a US court in June 2020 against the former Egyptian 
Prime Minister, Hazem el-Beblawi, for torture during his detention. Shortly after the indictment in June 2020, 
several of his family members’ homes in Egypt were searched and family members were briefly detained. The 
whereabouts of Soltan’s father, who is serving a life sentence for his membership of the Muslim Brotherhood, are 
also unknown.  
In the past, family members of critics abroad have repeatedly faced intimidation by the Egyptian security 
authorities.  

India 

Climate activist arrested 
On 14.02.21, the 22-year-old co-founder of the Indian offshoot of the climate change movement Fridays for Future, 
Disha Ravi, was arrested in the Indian high-tech metropolis of Bengaluru (Bangalore) in the southern state of 
Karnataka and taken to police custody in New Delhi. 
She is alleged to have edited and distributed campaign material related to the farmers’ protests. Like other 
politically active persons before her, she is accused of sedition (cf. BN of 08.02.21). 
Chief Minister of Delhi Arvind Kejriwal of the more progressive Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) ruling in Delhi criticised the 
action. He said the arrest was an unprecedented attack on democracy. Protests erupted in several cities as a result. 

Kashmir: military operation and attacks 
On 18.02.21, three insurgents were killed in an operation carried out by security forces in Shopian district. 
On 19.02.21, two security forces were shot dead in Srinagar presumably by an insurgent. In another incident near 
Beerwah, separatists killed one policeman and seriously injured another. 

Dalit Christians still being denied electoral privileges 
According to confirmation by the Indian government, members of the lowest castes (Dalits) who have converted 
to Christianity or Islam are being denied reservation granted for minorities in elections. India’s electoral law 
provides for a fixed number of reserved seats for the more than 200 million Dalits and the approximately 100 million 
people belonging to indigenous communities. According to estimates, at least two thirds of the Christians living in 
India are converted Dalits who, after converting to Christianity, no longer benefit from the state support 
programmes provided for the socially disadvantaged. 

Iran 

COVID-19 pandemic 
According to media reports, the British mutation of the coronavirus had entered Khuzestan province from Iraq and 
has spread to eleven towns. On 19.02.21, it was announced that two border crossings with Iraq (Khazabeh and 
Shalamcheh) would be closed, initially from 20.02.21 for a period of one week. 



6 

Executions 
According to reports from various Iranian media abroad, between seven and 17 persons, including a woman, were 
executed in Raja’i prison in the city of Karaj (northwest of Tehran) on 17.02.21. The woman had been sentenced to 
death for murdering her husband as part of a qesas sentence.  

Prison deaths 
According to foreign media reports in Iran, two men have died in detention centres in the country. They were a 20-
year-old member of the Kurdish minority arrested in Tehran on 01.02.21 and a Gonabadi dervish who had been 
arrested in 2018. The Kurd was being detained at the Shapur detention centre of the Criminal Investigation 
Department and was dead on arrival at a hospital on 03.02.21. The official cause of death was a heart attack, but 
the body showed signs of torture. According to media reports, the dervish was pronounced dead after being 
administered pills in Evin Prison and taken to hospital on 21.02.21. The International Society for Human Rights 
(IGFM) says the man had been arrested in February 2018 during a demonstration against the siege of the Gonabadi 
Dervish spiritual leader’s house in Tehran and subsequently sentenced to two years in prison.  

Women’s rights: activists receive prison sentences 
According to the human rights organisation HRNA, a women’s rights activist has been sentenced to one year in 
prison (since commuted to a five-year suspended sentence) and a fine. She was charged with “propaganda against 
the system”. In addition, two women’s rights activists were sentenced to prison terms of seven and eight years 
respectively and to deprivation of unspecified social rights for “collaborating with an enemy state”. One of the two 
women, who worked as a lawyer for the Tehran prosecutor’s office, was also banned from practising. The sentence 
was confirmed by an appeal court on 13.02.21.  

Marriage law 
According to media reports, the national coach of Iran’s women alpine skiers was prevented from travelling to Italy 
for the World Ski Championships on 17.02.21 after her husband forbade her to do so. According to Iranian laws, 
the husband has the power to prohibit the wife from leaving the country on her own. The husband also decides on 
formalities, such as applying for a passport or visa for his wife. Exceptions to this can only be made in a separate 
marriage contract. 

Iraq 

NATO expands troops in Iraq 
On 18.02.20, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg announced that NATO will increase its force from 500 to 
4,000 troops in a bid to prevent ISIS from regaining strength in the region. 

Missile attack on US base 
On 15.02.21, a civilian employee was killed in a missile attack on a US military base in Erbil. Five other persons were 
injured, including an American soldier. A group called Aulijaa al-Dam (Blood Guard) claimed responsibility for the 
attack, which was directed against US occupation. The US Secretary of Defence then said that the attack showed 
that a continued presence in the region was important and welcomed NATO’s decision to increase the presence of 
troops in Iraq.  
On Saturday 20.02.21, four missiles were fired at the Balad air base in Salahaddin province. One civilian employee 
was reportedly injured. Since the death of Iranian General Qasem Soleimani, attacks on US bases have increased. 

Freedom of the press 
Journalists Sherwan Serwani and Guhdar Zebari were sentenced to six years in prison on 16.02.21. The two 
journalists were arrested in October 2020 in the KRG zone after covering the protests in Dohuk. They had been 
accused of undermining national security.  

ISIS in Iraq 
According to information provided by a Peshmerga commander on 15.02.21, almost 100 militant ISIS supporters 
have entered Iraq from Syria.  
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An Iraqi military spokesperson warned of the dangers of ISIS, especially in the disputed areas where neither Iraqi 
nor Kurdish troops are present. 
On 20.02.21 it was reported that five ISIS militants had been killed by the Iraq Security Forces (ISF) together with 
the Popular Mobilisation Forces Hashd al Shaabi (PMF). 

COVID-19 pandemic 
On 18.02.21, the Iraqi Minister of Health reported that the British mutation B.1.1.7 accounted for 50% of new cases 
of COVID-19. He said the mutation had spread widely in the past three days. Since 18.02.21, curfews have also 
been imposed across the country between 08:00 pm and 05:00 am on weekdays and all day long from Friday to 
Sunday. 
On 20.02.21, Iran closed several border crossings with Iraq out of concern that the British mutation was spreading. 

Libya 

People attending a celebration marking the 10th anniversary of the revolution killed and injured in attack  
A child was killed and 29 persons were injured when a shell struck a group of people marking the 10th anniversary 
of the Libyan revolution in the southern city of Sabha on 17.02.21. Both the United Nations Support Mission in 
Libya (UNSMIL) and the Tobruk-based House of Representatives (HoR) condemned the attack on civilians and 
called for swift clarification.  

Interior Minister of the GNA survives assassination attempt 
On  21.02.21, the Interior Minister of the Government of National Accord (GNA), Fathi Bashagha, survived an 
assassination attempt in the west of Tripoli. Several unknown gunmen had opened fire on his motorcade from an 
armed vehicle. Bashagha escaped unhurt. The Interior Minister’s guards returned fire and chased the assailants, 
killing one and detaining two others.  

Mali 

Troops killed in wave of attacks 
On 10.02.21, an attack was carried out on a military base of the UN peacekeeping mission MINUSMA in Kéréna, 
near Douentza in central Mali. One soldier was killed and 27 troops from Togo were injured. So far, no group has 
claimed responsibility for the attack. 
On 03.02.21, nine Malian soldiers were reportedly killed and six injured when they were attacked near the village 
of Boni (Mopti region). The Mopti region in central Mali has become a centre of attacks by suspected jihadist groups. 

Moldova 

COVID-19 pandemic: vaccination campaign postponed 
According to Moldova’s President Maia Sandu, the launch of the planned vaccination campaign has to be 
postponed. The ordered doses are not expected to arrive until the end of February, and at the same time the delivery 
of 200,000 donated vaccine doses by neighbouring Romania has also been delayed. In view of the continuing 
strained pandemic situation, the public health emergency has been extended until 15.04.21. The authorities say 
hospital capacities are at their limits especially in the capital Chişinău.  

Mongolia 

COVID-19 pandemic: vaccinations to begin on 23.02.21 
Health Minister S. Enkhboldhas announced that the Mongolian vaccination campaign against the coronavirus is to 
be launched on 23.02.21. The strict lockdown measures that have been in force nationwide since 11.02.21 are also 
to be lifted on this day (cf. BN of 15.02.21). According to Prime Minister L. Oyun-Erdene, 60% of the 3.3 million 



8 

population are to receive the vaccine. The country will receive support in the form of around 189,000 doses from 
various manufacturers through the COVAX platform. In Mongolia, 2,693 cases of COVID-19 have been reported so 
far, 1,852 of them in the capital Ulan Bator (Ulaanbaatar). According to Mongolian sources, five persons died of 
COVID-19, the WHO says two deaths have been confirmed. 

Myanmar 

Protests continue, more protestors die 
On 15.02.21, the military junta announced prison sentences of between three and seven years for inciting hatred 
against the military and up to 20 years for obstructing security forces. Nevertheless, on 17.02.21, more than a 
hundred thousand persons gathered across the country to take part in the largest rallies to date. In Yangon 
(Rangoon), demonstrators brought traffic in the city centre almost to a complete standstill at times by staging 
“broken down” cars. On 20.02.21, at least two protesters were reportedly killed by gunfire from security forces at a 
rally held in support of striking shipyard workers in Mandalay. The number of injured varies from at least six to at 
least 20 persons. The first officially confirmed fatality in the protests against the military coup was reported on 
19.02.21 as 20-year-old Mya Thwe Thwe Khaing. She was hit in the head by a bullet during a demonstration in the 
capital Naypidaw on 09.02.21 and, according to media reports, was declared brain dead on 12.02.21 (cf. BN of 
15.02.21). In response to the police action, renewed rallies took place in Yangon and Mandalay on 21.02.21, drawing 
thousands of participants. 
In view of the planned mass protests, the UN Special Rapporteur for Human Rights in Myanmar, Tom Andrews, 
had warned on 16.02.21 of a violent suppression of the resistance. One indication of this was the transfer of troops 
from remote regions to Yangon. 

New lawsuit against Aung San Suu Kyi 
The military leadership filed a second lawsuit against Aung San Suu Kyi, who is said to remain under house arrest. 
According to Suu Kyi’s lawyer Khin Maung Zaw, the ousted head of government is now accused of violations of the 
Myanmar Disaster Management Act, in addition to violations of import-export laws (cf. BN of 08.02.21). Specifically, 
this is said to involve non-compliance with coronavirus measures. Suu Kyi’s defence lawyer said he was not allowed 
to attend a hearing on 16.02.21 conducted by a judge via video conference. The next hearing is scheduled to take 
place on 01.03.21. 

Nicaragua 

Amnesty International: repression against government opponents 
According to a report published by ai on 15.02.21, opponents of the government continue to be targeted by state 
measures since the demonstrations against social welfare reforms in April 2018. Arbitrary detentions and 
convictions on politically motivated trumped-up charges have occurred. The human rights organisation estimates 
that more than 100 detainees were subjected to ill-treatment and harassment by the end of November 2020. 
Human rights activists, journalists and government critics released from detention face systematic harassment. The 
parliament controlled by President Daniel Ortega’s party, Frente Sandinista de Liberación Nacional (Sandinista 
National Liberation Front (FSLN)), had passed several laws in the second half of 2020 that severely restricted human 
rights (cf. BN of 19.10.20, 02.11.20, 11.01.21). 

Niger 

Run-off election in Niger 
The run-off election for the new president took place on 21.02.21. Thousands of soldiers were deployed to 
guarantee a safe polling process, especially in areas of high insecurity. Nevertheless, seven representatives of the 
electoral authority were killed on the day of the run-off when their car hit a mine in the western region of Tillaberi 
near the border with Mali. Three persons were also injured in the incident, authorities said. Polling station officials, 
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appointed by the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI), were to oversee the second round of the 
presidential election in Niger.  
The incumbent Mahamadou Issoufou did not run again having served two terms in accordance with the 
constitution. For the first time since the Sahel state gained independence from France in 1960, a transfer of power 
between two heads of state resulting from democratic elections should succeed. Issoufou’s close confidant 
Mohamed Bazoum, who is running for the ruling party Parti nigérien pour la démocratie et le socialisme (the Niger 
Party for Democracy and Socialism (PNDS)), has the best chance of winning the election. He received 39.33% of the 
vote in the first round of voting (on 27.12.20). The 60-year-old former Interior Minister secured the support of the 
third and fourth-placed candidates for the run-off. His run-off opponent Mahamane Ousmane received 16.99% of 
the votes. The 71-year-old had already been elected president in 1993 but was overthrown in a coup in 1996. 

Nigeria 

Difficulties and successes of the anti-FGM campaigns 
On the occasion of this year’s International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation on 06.02.21, the 
Executive Director of Safehaven Development Initiative (SDI), a non-governmental organisation (NGO) based in 
the Nigerian cities of Lagos and Calabar, spoke to national media about her organisation’s difficulties and successes 
in the fight against the practice of female genital mutilation. According to the NGO, a major problem is the Nigerian 
government’s refusal to contribute to the funding of its work. She said that the majority of the expenses had to be 
covered by donations. Asked about recent successes of her NGO in the fight against the practice of FGM in Nigeria, 
the Executive Director gave positive examples of encouraging developments, such as the public declaration by 13 
communities in River State to end the practice of FGM that has been common practice there up to now. 

Further abduction of school children 
On 17.02.21, armed men once again abducted a large number of students. According to unofficial information from 
government circles, 29 students, twelve relatives and three teachers were abducted in the central state of Niger. 
One student was killed. Uniformed assailants carrying assault rifles entered the building of the Government Science 
College in the town of Kagara. The abducted students are said to be adolescents in their teens. The identity of the 
kidnappers and further background to the crime remained unclear at first. Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari 
ordered the deployment of military and police units shortly after news of the abduction leaked. Residents reported 
the arrival of several vans with troops. It was as recently as 11.12.20 that over 300 students were kidnapped from a 
boarding school in Katsina State in northern Nigeria. Six days later, Nigerian state television reported their release 
(cf. BN of 21.12.20). On 20.12.20, security forces were able to prevent the abduction of around 80 pupils from a 
madrassa in the same state (cf. BN of 11.01.21). The Islamist group Boko Haram, the organisation Islamic State 
West Africa Province (ISWAP), which has split off from it, and other armed groups have been committing crimes 
against the population for years, especially in northern Nigeria. 

Russian Federation 

Navalny’s penal camp sentence confirmed 
Russian opposition activist and President Putin’s fiercest critic, Alexei Navalny, faces several years in prison in a 
penal camp. His lawyers failed before a court in Moscow in their attempt to overturn a sentence handed down on 
02.02.21. The sentence of three and a half years in a penal camp thus remains in force. After taking into account 
house arrest and prison time, this means he has two and a half years left to serve in a penal camp. 
The sentence continues to provoke fierce criticism in the international community too. The European Court of 
Human Rights called on Russia on 17.02.21 to release Navalny from prison immediately. Moscow rejected the 
demand as interference in Russia’s domestic affairs. The opposition activist could be transferred to a penal camp 
within the next few days. 

Nineteen members of a terrorist group arrested 
The Russian Federal Security Service FSB announced on 17.02.21 that it had arrested 19 members of a group 
allegedly planning attacks in the North Caucasus. Since the beginning of February, a concerted search operation by 



10 

the FSB has been underway in the regions of Rostov, Krasnodar, Karachay-Cherkessia and the Russian-controlled 
Ukrainian Black Sea region of Crimea. According to the FSB, weapons, ammunition, explosives and extremist 
literature were found in the possession of the detained suspects. It says the detainees will be charged with 
organising and participating in the activities of an extremist group. The detainees are members of an Islamist group 
called Takfir wal-Hijra. 

Rwanda 

COVID-19 pandemic 
According to media reports, Rwanda began its vaccination against the COVID-19 virus last week. Members of high-
risk groups and healthcare workers, especially those with direct patient contact, are to be vaccinated first. According 
to the Ministry of Health, the country received a limited number of vaccine doses from international partners.  
It is also reported that last Friday, Cabinet took several decisions to ease measures aimed at containing the COVID-
19 pandemic. Restaurants in Rwanda will now be allowed to open up to 30% of their seating capacity for guests. 
Furthermore, the curfew will be reduced by one hour and the opening hours for shops in general will be extended 
by one hour. The regulations will come into force on 23.02.21 and will initially be valid until 15.03.21. 

Rwanda / South Africa 

Seif Bamporiki assassinated 
Several media are reporting that on 21.02.21 the opposition politician and coordinator of the opposition exile 
organisation Rwanda National Congress (RNC), Seif Bamporiki, was shot dead in Cape Town, South Africa. The 
motive for his murder is unclear. 

Somalia 

Violent protest in Mogadiscu 
Shots were fired between security forces and armed opposition supporters during a protest organised by the 
political opposition in Mogadishu on 19.02.21, criticising the delayed elections. Five troops were reportedly killed 
and more than a dozen persons, mostly civilians, were injured. In addition, an explosion was reported at the airport 
in Mogadishu. 

Syria 

Two persons killed in attempt to smuggle drugs across the border to Jordan 
The Jordanian military announced that they had apprehended several drug smugglers crossing the border from 
Syria on 19.02.21. Two of the Syrians were killed in the ensuing confrontation and a third was arrested. The others 
were able to retreat to Syria. The Jordanian authorities seized a consignment of cannabis and fenethylline-based 
amphetamines. 

Syria / Israel 

Exchange of prisoners in return for additional vaccines 
The office of the Israeli Prime Minister confirmed on 19.02.21 an incident that had previously been reported in the 
Syrian media: a young woman from Israel had crossed the Golan Heights into Syrian territory and was immediately 
apprehended by Syrian security forces. The civilian was known to the Israeli authorities and had tried several times 
to cross the borders to Israel’s neighbouring countries without permission.  
Under Russian mediation, the woman was flown out to Moscow, where she was received by an Israeli delegation. 
In return, two shepherds from Syria were allegedly released by Israel  and returned to Syria by land. 
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On 21.02.21, Israeli media reported another detail of the alleged deal. According to this, Israel is also said to have 
paid for the cost of a large shipment of the vaccine for Syria. Syrian state media deny this account. 

Turkey 

Large number of arrests 
According to media reports, the police arrested more than 700 persons in nationwide raids carried out in 40 
provinces on 15.02.21 for alleged contacts with the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK); numerous weapons, 
documents and files were also seized. According to the Turkish Ministry of the Interior, leading representatives of 
the pro-Kurdish People’s Democratic Party (HDP) were among those arrested. 
The previous day, the Turkish government had accused the PKK of executing 13 kidnapped Turks who were being 
held in northern Iraq. The PKK denied this and said that they had been killed in Turkish air strikes (cf. BN of 
15.02.21). 

Court of Appeal upholds sentence against MP 
The Supreme Court of Appeal upheld a sentence against HDP MP Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu on 19.02.21. Two HDP 
MPs had already lost their mandate the previous year after they too were convicted on charges of terrorism. 

Uganda 

Abductions and arrests by state security forces 
Since the re-election of Yoweri Museveni as president on 14.01.21 (cf. BN of 18.01.21), there have been repeated 
arrests, kidnappings and violent clashes between security forces and civilians in the country. Opposition leader Bobi 
Wine accuses the government of kidnapping 243 people. Museveni denied the allegations but acknowledged having 
persons who were a security threat arrested or killed. Museveni said that 318 people had been arrested since 
November 2020. Eyewitnesses have reported suspected arrests and abductions by armed groups. 

Internet restrictions 
The presidential election was accompanied by severe restrictions on social media channels, with a complete 
network outage the day before the election. The measure was intended to prevent the organisation of opposition 
protests. The restrictions, with the exception of Facebook, were lifted again on 10.02.21. 

Venezuela 

NGO employees released 
According to media reports, five members of the humanitarian organisation Azul Positivo have been provisionally 
released after spending a month in pre-trial detention. The men had been arrested in Maracaibo on 12.01.21 by 
officers of the military counterintelligence service. They are charged with economic crimes and the formation of a 
criminal organisation. International observers assume that the prosecution is politically motivated against the 
backdrop of growing state repression against civil society. Azul Positivo is a partner organisation of the United 
Nations and is primarily involved in the prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases. 

Zimbabwe 

COVID-19: vaccination campaign launched 
The first 200,000 doses of a vaccine donated by China arrived on 15.02.21. Zimbabwe has ordered another 600,000 
doses of the vaccine to be delivered in March 2021. At the launch of the vaccination campaign on 18.02.21, Vice 
President Constantino Chiwenga was the first citizen to receive the vaccine, taking the jab in public. A nationwide 
lockdown, which had been in place for six weeks, was extended for another two weeks on 15.02.21. During the 
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lockdown, new cases are said to have fallen by 90% so far. In the meantime, the virus variant “501.YV2”, which was 
first discovered in South Africa, is said to account for more than 60% of the newly detected cases. 
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