
1 

 

Briefing Notes 
Group 62 – Information Centre for Asylum and Migration 

22 March 2021 

Afghanistan 

Attacks on civilians / government employees 
On 15.03.21, four female Afghan government employees and a child were killed in a bomb attack on a bus. Fifteen 
persons were wounded. 
Four civilians were killed and 14 others were wounded on 18.03.21 after a bus carrying government employees was 
also hit by an explosion in Kabul. No one claimed responsibility for the attack. 
A student and a driver were killed and six more were wounded in a gunman attack on a bus carrying lecturers and 
students from Baghlan University on 16.03.21 in the town of Pul-e-Khumri in Baghlan province. 
 
Unidentified gunmen shot and killed Sayed Wakil Agha, former district governor of Charkh district in Logar 
province, in Kabul’s PD8 on 17.03.21.  
On 21.03.21, seven persons, including government employees, were killed in a series of attacks in Kabul. On the 
same day, one person was killed and one person was wounded in two separate attacks in the city of Jalalabad. 
In the Afghan year 1399 (March 2020 - March 2021), 2,909 civilians have been killed (including 543 women and 323 
children) and 5,494 wounded, according to Afghan media reports on 20.03.21. 

Electronic ID cards / ethnic tensions 
On 17.03.21, the National Statistics and Information Authority (NSIA) decided to add 54 new ethnic designations 
to the existing 14 ethnic groups used on electronic national identity cards. Various members of the Afghan 
parliament fear that this could lead to further division among ethnic groups in the country and exacerbate existing 
conflicts. 

Armenia 

Prime Minister announces early parliamentary elections 
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan has agreed to hold early parliamentary elections on 20.06.21 in a bid to 
defuse the domestic crisis triggered by the war with Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-Karabakh region. After numerous 
meetings with opposition representatives and talks held with President Armen Sargsyan between 12.03.21 and 
18.03.21, Pashinyan described the agreed new parliamentary elections as the best way out of the country’s current 
crisis. Since the lost war over Nagorno-Karabakh and the Russian-brokered ceasefire agreement of 09.11.20, the 
opposition and nationalists have been trying to force Prime Minister Pashinyan to resign at regular protests. 
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Bangladesh 

Supporters of Hefazat-e-Islam attack Hindu community 
On 17.03.21, according to media reports, supporters of the Hefazat-e-Islam organisation attacked houses of the 
Hindu community in Noagaon village in Sunamganj district in north-eastern Bangladesh. Some of the reports say 
the organisation has several hundred supporters, others say it has several thousand. Homes were reportedly looted 
and destroyed. The attack was preceded by a Facebook post by a Hindu man from Noagaon who criticised Mamunul 
Haque, a leading figure in the organisation.  
Hefazat-e-Islam is a fundamentalist organisation which is calling for greater adherence to Islamic principles. 

Belarus 

Protests against President Lukashenko 
Small rallies against President Lukashenko took place in Minsk and other cities on 21.03.21. Since the disputed 
presidential election on 09.08.20, in which Lukashenko was declared the winner by the authorities, regular protest 
rallies have been held to denounce the President. Approximately 30,000 persons have been arrested since August 
2020. The human rights organisation Viasna estimates that there were 269 political prisoners in the country in 
March 2021. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

ISIS militants sentenced 
According to press reports issued on 25.02.21, the country’s highest court sentenced the jihadist Jasmin Keserovic, 
who had returned from Syria, to six years in prison. With the sentence, the judges punished Keserovic for having 
fought for ISIS on the one hand and having called for the murder of Christians on the Internet in 2016 on the other. 
More than 40 ISIS returnees have been tried in Bosnia and Herzegovina so far, most of whom have received prison 
sentences. 

Central African Republic 

Second round of parliamentary elections 
According to the National Elections Authority, 92 out of 140 seats have been allocated following the second round 
of National Assembly elections held on 14.03.21 (cf. BN of 15.02.21). So far, President Faustin-Archange Touadéra’s 
party, United Hearts Movement (Mouvement Cœurs Unis (MCU)), is leading by 25 seats. The National Convergence 
Kwa Na Kwa (KNK) party, linked to former President François Bozizé, secured seven seats. Twenty-one elected 
representatives had run as independents. There were no reports of significant violence on election day, but voting 
was not possible in three constituencies and only partially in another eleven. In order to ensure that the new 
National Assembly can take up its functions by 02.05.21 as planned, two-thirds of the seats need to be allocated. 
The date for a further round of elections to allocate the remaining 48 seats is not yet known. 

Bozizé takes over leadership of the CPC 
On 20.03.21, a spokesperson for the rebel alliance Coalition of Patriots for Change (Coalition des patriotes pour le 
changement (CPC)) confirmed that François Bozizé had agreed to lead the CPC as general coordinator 
(coordonnateur général). According to media reports, the ex-president had already accepted this position on 
18.02.21 or 20.02.21. Bozizé had been excluded from the presidential election on 27.12.20. The CPC, a coalition of 
six rebel organisations, had tried to prevent the elections (cf. BN of 11.01.21). As has also only just become known, 
Bozizé is said to have resigned from the leadership of his KNK party at the same time as he took over the leadership 
of the CPC, and to have appointed an interim chairman. It is assumed that this was to avoid a forced dissolution of 
the KNK. 
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Colombia 

Recruitment of child soldiers 
According to a recent report by the Colombian Institute for Family Welfare (ICBF), 465 underage victims of forced 
recruitment were taken into state custody between November 2016 and January 2021. According to the report, 280 
of these children and teenagers were recruited by ELN guerrillas, 185 by other illegal armed groups. Those affected 
come from particularly structurally weak regions with a high poverty rate (such as the department of Chocó), where 
multiple groups vie for control over territory or illegal activity like drug trafficking of illegal mining. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

UNHCR alarmed, new militia violence and fighting, protests, MUNUSCO 
At a press conference held on 19.03.21, UNHCR warned of the considerable increase in militia violence against 
civilians in the northeastern parts of the country since the beginning of the year. According to UNHCR, since January 
2021, the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) militia alone has been responsible for the killing of around 200 civilians, 
for injuring a large number of persons and for the internal displacement of around 40,000 civilians in the Beni region 
of North Kivu province and in the surrounding villages of Itur province. The majority of IDPs are women and 
children. They face inhumanly harsh living conditions in their places of refuge. According to UNHCR data, over 
100,000 Congolese had already been affected by internal displacement before the recent mass displacements. The 
ADF, which the US officially designated a foreign terrorist organisation linked to ISIS on 11.03.21, has attacked 25 
villages since the beginning of the year alone, setting fire to numerous homes and abducting over 70 people. 
Retaliatory attacks, the search for medicine and food, as well as allegations of cooperation between the local 
population and the authorities in the fight against the ADF are the reasons behind the increase in attacks waged by 
the ADF on the civilian population, according to UNHCR spokesperson Babar Baloch. But it is not only these areas 
of North Kivu province that face ongoing militia violence. According to UNHCR, the population in other parts of 
the province also continues to face militia violence and human rights violations. 
The new Special Representative and Head of the United Nations Stabilisation Mission in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (MONUSCO), Bintou Keita, reaffirmed on 17.03.21, among other things, MONUSCO’s continued support 
in the fight against militias and pledged to ensure the protection of civilians threatened by militia violence. 
The recent militia attack on the village of Bulongo in North Kivu province on 15.03.21, in which 15 persons were 
reportedly killed and which the ADF has been blamed for, triggered protests in the towns of Beni, Oicha and 
Butembo in North Kivu province on 19.03.21. In addition, according to the AFP news agency, the military reported 
on 18.03.21 that 11 civilians and one policeman had been killed on 15.03.21 in an attack carried out by the armed 
group Cooperation for the Development of Congo on the villages of Tchele and Garua in Ituri province. The army 
liberated the villages the following day and neutralised 16 members of the militia in a counter-offensive. 

Several journalists sentenced to prison 
The Congolese NGO Journaliste En Danger (Journalist in Danger (JED)) announced on 17.03.21 that six journalists 
from the local radio station Bumba Lokole had been sentenced to a total of one year imprisonment by the Peace 
Court in Bumba (Mongala province) on 16.03.21. They were charged with defamatory denunciation and insult, 
among other things. The journalists’ lawyer whom JED consulted confirmed the sentences that were handed down. 
However, according to an online article published in the Congolese daily La Prospérité on 18.03.21, the prison 
sentences have been suspended. La Prospérité pointed out that the six journalists, as initiators of a petition, had 
demanded the resignation of the chairman of the board of directors of the media. The journalists accuse him of 
mismanagement and sexual harassment. JED, which has consistently reported on the repressive climate for 
journalists in the DRC, criticised the sentences and called on the government to amend media legislation. 
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Egypt 

Buildings destroyed on the Sinai Peninsula 
In the report it published on 17.03.21, Human Rights Watch (HRW) accuses the Egyptian military of destroying 
more than 12,300 buildings in the El-Arish region of the Sinai Peninsula between the end of 2013 and July 2020. 
The majority of the destroyed buildings were homes. Many people and families affected by forced evictions have 
yet to receive state compensation. According to the authorities, the military operation in the Sinai Peninsula, which 
began in 2013, is directed against violent Islamist groups such as ISIS. Human rights organisations accuse the 
security forces of numerous human rights violations in the context of the military operation. 

Human rights activist sentenced to 18 months in prison 
A Cairo court has sentenced human rights activist, Sanaa Seif, who has been in prison since June 2020, to 18 months 
in prison for spreading false news, abusing social media and insulting a police officer. With the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Egypt, Seif had voiced criticism of the authorities’ handling of COVID-19 outbreaks in 
detention centres. The human rights activist and sister of the imprisoned blogger Alaa Abdel Fattah was detained 
outside the Public Prosecutor’s Office in Cairo on 23.06.20 (cf. BN of 29.06.20). 

Senate approves tightening of the law against FGM 
On 21.03.21, the Senate approved a tightening of the law on female genital mutilation (FGM). According to the new 
law, doctors and medical staff who either perform or are involved in FGM will face a minimum of five to 20 years 
in prison and a ban on practising their profession for up to five years. The legislation, which was already tightened 
in 2016, has so far only very rarely led to prosecution. 

Guinea 

HRW: four opposition supporters die in custody 
Between November 2020 and January 2021, four persons died in custody who had been arrested on suspicion of 
being supporters or members of the opposition around the time of the constitutional referendum held on 22.03.20 
and the presidential election held on 18.10.20. This was claimed by Human Rights Watch (HRW) in a report 
published on 17.03.21. They are Roger Bamba, a member of the youth organisation of the Union of Democratic 
Forces of Guinea (Union des forces démocratiques de Guinée (UFDG)), Ibrahima Sow, Lamarana Diallo and Oury 
Barry. Lamarana Diallo is said to have died on the day of his release from prison as a result of torture he suffered in 
detention, an allegation the government denies. Oury Barry is said not to have received proper medical attention 
for the ill-treatment and an illness he suffered in detention. The government claims he died of natural causes. 

India 

Farmers’ protests 
The farmers’ protests in India have been going on for months. At the end of 2020, the Indian government had 
passed laws to liberalise the agricultural sector. Resistance has formed especially among Sikhs in Punjab - the 
“breadbasket” of India - who benefited most from the previous system. In the meantime, however, farmers in other 
parts of the country have also been protesting. When protests in New Delhi turned violent in January 2021, the 
government responded with harsh measures (arrests and internet shutdowns). Since many Sikhs were involved in 
the protests and a Sikh flag was hoisted in the Red Fort in Delhi, the Indian government assumed that the Khalistan 
movement was involved. The movement is fighting for an independent Sikh state. The US Congressional Research 
Service published a report on the situation on 01.03.21 and condemned the authoritarian attitude of Narendra 
Modi’s government as anti-democratic. 
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Iran 

COVID-19 pandemic 
According to media reports, the number of new cases of coronavirus has increased as a result of domestic travel for 
Nouruz (Persian New Year which was celebrated on 20.03.21). Some regions of the country have seen an 80% 
increase in travel despite warnings issued by authorities of a heightened risk of infection. According to official 
figures, 7,300 new cases and 73 deaths were registered within 24 hours. For 14 other cities, the warning system was 
on red or orange alert (Iran has a four-level traffic light warning system, cf. BN of 01.03.21). 

Sugar company takes workers to revolutionary court 
The Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Company (Farsi: “Sherkat-e Neyshekar-e Haft Tappeh”) which operates in Khuzestan 
province, is increasingly restrictive in its response to strikes by its employees. According to reports in Iranian foreign 
media, the company filed a lawsuit, whereupon the General Revolutionary Court in Shush district issued arrest 
warrants for five employees. The arrest warrant was based on charges of “disturbing public order”. In a number of 
other cases, the company had already tried to take action against 50 of its employees in the past although the 
prosecution was dropped. In recent years, the employees of Haft Tapeh Sugar Cane Company have protested 
against non-payment of wages, the privatisation of the company, which has now been completed, and corruption 
at the level of top management. 

Call for journalists to be released 
Reporters Without Borders is using the occasion of the Nouruz festival to draw attention to the situation of 
imprisoned journalists. According to the report, 21 journalists are currently being detained in Iranian prisons. They 
were not included in the general amnesty granted at the beginning of the new Iranian year either. Fifty four 
journalists have been arrested and questioned especially in relation to the critical reporting on the government’s 
management of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Islamic Republic of Iran is now ranked 173rd out of 180 countries 
on the World Press Freedom Index. 

Blood money fixed for the new year 
The judiciary has officially determined the amount of blood money (diyah) for the year 1400 (starting on 20.03.21). 
According to this, the blood money for premeditated and non-premeditated murder of Muslims is 480 million 
toman (EUR 16,967; as at: 22.03.21). Depending on the decision of the courts, this amount can rise up to 630 million 
toman (EUR 22,269) in months when religious holidays are celebrated (e.g. Moharram). Blood money is an 
alternative to the death penalty for qisas offences. It only applies when a murder victim’s family want to 
compromise with the guilty party. 

Iraq 

Ibrahim al-Sumaida’i arrested 
The lawyer and publicist Ibrahim al-Sumaida’i was arrested in Baghdad on 19.03.21. He is accused of publicly 
insulting public authorities, making an inappropriate public statement about, for example, the Iraqi parliament or 
army, which is prohibited under Article 226 of the Iraqi Penal Code. He faces up to seven years in prison. Al-
Sumaida’i is known for his outspoken views and opposition to the government of Prime Minister Mustafa al-
Kadhimi; Article 226 is repeatedly invoked for the arrest and imprisonment of opposition supporters or critics of 
government action. 

Protests 
Protests took place once again on several days in various provinces of Iraq, mainly against the respective local 
governments. On 17.03.21, Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi publicly instructed the security forces to use 
proportionate means. Several incidents occurred, but according to current information no live ammunition was 
used and there were no fatalities. 
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Conflict in Nasiriyah 
Clashes erupted in the early hours of 19.03.21 In Nasiriyah, which, according to Iraqi media, involved a tribal 
conflict. Fighting broke out in which at least mortar shells were used in addition to light weapons. The house of a 
family of three caught fire, all three residents suffered severe burns and are being treated in hospital. The house of 
an Iraqi member of parliament was hit by a mortar shell. It is unclear whether the people harmed are involved in 
the conflict or are innocent victims. Members of both families involved appear to be active in the PMF 
(predominantly Shiite militias, Popular Mobilisation Forces in English) and therefore had legal access to heavy 
weapons, which is often uncontrolled. 

Israel 

Protests against alleged police inactivity 
For the tenth week in a row, thousands of Israeli Palestinians took to the streets in Umm al-Fahm on the West 
Bank border on 19.03.21. The protesters are denouncing police violence and deliberate police inaction, which they 
say is fuelling organised and systemic violence among Arab communities in Israel. 

Protests against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu shortly before polls 
Thousands of Israelis demonstrated in front of the Prime Minister’s residence in Jerusalem on the evening of 
20.03.21. They demanded Netanyahu’s withdrawal from the upcoming elections and called on the political 
establishment to remove Netanyahu from office. Protesters have been regularly gathering against Netanyahu since 
July 2020. They are demanding his resignation over allegations of corruption and his handling of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Jordan 

Demonstrations against emergency laws 
On 16.03.21, for the second day in a row, hundreds of demonstrators took to the streets of Amman and several 
other cities to protest against the government’s emergency laws that have been in place since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Civil society groups accuse the government of violating civil and political rights with these laws. 
Security forces used tear gas to disperse the crowds. 

Kosovo / Albania 

COVID-19 pandemic: Albania donates vaccine doses for healthcare staff from Kosovo 
On 19.03.21, 250 healthcare workers from Kosovo received their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine in Kukes, 
Albania. Another 250 staff members reportedly also received a vaccination there in the days that followed. 
According to media reports, Kosovo is the only country in Europe that has not received a vaccine so far. It expects 
to receive 100,800 doses through the COVAX initiative. The Council of Europe Development Bank approved a loan 
of EUR 25 million on 19.03.21  to support Kosovo authorities’ efforts to purchase COVID-19 vaccines for about 
50% of the population. Kosovo registered 828 new cases the same day, the highest number of daily infections so 
far this year. The director of the University Hospital and Clinical Service of Kosovo (SHSKUK) says that hospitals 
are reaching the limits of their capacity. 
The vaccinations in Kukes originate from a delivery of 38,000 doses which Albania had received. The contract is 
supposed to exclude any transfer to other countries. Kosovo started vaccinations on 11.01.21, when it received a 
donation of nearly 1,000 doses from an unnamed EU Member State. Since then, it has received several smaller 
shipments. Priority has so far been given to healthcare workers and persons over the age of 80. At the beginning of 
March 2021, Prime Minister Edi Rama announced that he would launch mass vaccination before the end of the 
month. 
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Lebanon 

Protests and economic crisis 
On 16.03.21, protests were held once again in Beirut involving road blockades, burning of tyres and rubbish 
containers. Anti-government protests have been going on for weeks. The protesters believe that those in power are 
failing to stop the economic collapse in Lebanon. Since October 2019, the Lebanese pound has lost 90% of its value. 
More than half the population is currently living below the poverty line and 22% are suffering from severe poverty. 
There is not enough food in the country and as Lebanon has to import 80% of its goods, the very weak currency can 
lead to shortages in supply.  

Government formation 
In October 2020, Saad Hariri was tasked with forming a government. However, he and the incumbent President 
Michel Aoun have so far been unable to agree on a government cabinet line-up. On 18.03.21, a debate was held 
after which further talks are to take place on 22.03.21 so that a new government can be formed as soon as possible. 
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah also said on 18.03.21 that he would agree to the new cabinet. 

Libya 

Benghazi: several dead bodies found 
On 18.03.21, at least twelve dead bodies bearing gunshot wounds were found on the southern outskirts of 
Benghazi, according to local media reports. Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibeh, who has been in office since 
February 2021, has ordered an inquiry. In the eastern Libyan city of Benghazi, which is considered to be a stronghold 
of General Khalifa Haftar and his Libyan National Army (LNA), violent clashes have erupted repeatedly between 
armed groups and intimidation, kidnapping and assassination of critics are widespread. 

Mali 

Persons killed and injured in attack on military camp 
According to Malian army sources, an attack was carried out on a military camp in Tessit (Gao region), in the 
northeast of the country near the border with Burkina Faso and Niger on 15.03.21. At least 33 soldiers were 
reportedly killed and 14 were injured. Twenty of the assailants were reportedly killed. The military called it a 
terrorist attack but did not provide any further information about who was behind the attack. On 21.03.21, ISIS 
claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Montenegro 

DPS defeated in local election 
The Democratic Party of Socialists (DPS) led by President Milo Đukanovic suffered a defeat in the local elections in 
Niksic, the second largest city in Montenegro, on 14.03.21. Niksic is Đukanovic’s hometown and has so far been 
firmly in the hands of the DPS. Three opposition alliances, which were already successful in last year’s parliamentary 
election and replaced the DPS government, together won 23 of 41 seats in the assembly. The DPS won 18 seats. 
The results are considered to be an important indicator of the political majority situation in the country after 
Đukanovic’s party lost power in the wake of the parliamentary election. Although the new government majority 
was confirmed at local level, political observers point out that the president has not lost his core constituency. 

Mozambique 

Terrorist group in Cabo Delgado designated Foreign Terrorist Organisation 
The US Department of State has listed the Islamist terrorist group active in Cabo Delgado as a Foreign Terrorist 
Organisation (FTO) under the name “ISIS-Mozambique”. The reason for this is that the group has close ties to ISIS 
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in Syria and Iraq. As a result, all property of the terrorist group under US jurisdiction has been blocked. US citizens 
are prohibited from engaging in any transactions with them, entry restrictions are in place for members of the 
terrorist group to the US, financial institutions that negotiate with the terrorist group face sanctions, and any 
material support is prohibited.  
Meanwhile, US Special Forces will train Mozambican marines for the next two months to contain the impact of the 
conflict in Cabo Delgado. Since the conflict began in 2017, around 2,700 persons have been killed and 670,000 
displaced so far. The dead are said to include an increasing number of minors. 

Myanmar 

More persons killed in protests, the number of persons fleeing rises 
On 15.03.21, a total of 23 persons died during protests against the military government in Yangon (Rangoon) and 
in the regions of Magwe, Bago, Sagaing and Mandalay. In Chaunggyi village (Mandalay region), a sniper killed a 16-
year-old girl who had been seeking shelter from gunfire inside a house. 
On 16.03.21 and 17.03.21, at least eight more persons including an innocent passer-by died in Yangon and Sagaing 
regions as a result of shootings by security forces. In addition, on 16.03.21, for the first time, ten civil servants were 
sentenced to between three months and one year in prison for joining the civil disobedience campaign (CDM). 
Numerous other strikers have since been suspended from service and have been forced to leave their state housing 
or accommodation. 
On 17.03.21, the Standard Time (San Taw Chain), the last independent printed newspaper, was shut down after the 
military government revoked its licence, as it had previously done to five other newspapers. Independent news 
channels have also had their broadcasting licences revoked. 
On 18.03.21, security forces killed four Chin minority protesters in the Sagaing region. In Monywa, security forces 
tortured a forestry worker and a CDM supporter to death. A spokesperson for the Karen National Union (KNU), a 
political grouping of the Karen ethnic group with the armed branch (Karen National Liberation Army), reported that 
several hundred persons had fled the cities to KNU-controlled areas in Kayin State on the border with Thailand to 
seek protection from the junta’s security forces. These are mainly leaders of the strike movement, government 
personnel, police and military defectors, members of parliament and medical personnel. Across the border, Thai 
authorities are preparing to receive large numbers of Myanmar refugees. In Mae Sot County (Tak Province), land 
has been designated to accommodate over 43,000 persons. The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) attacked a police 
station and several People’s Militia outposts where Myanmar military (Tatmadaw) soldiers are stationed in the jade 
mining area of Hpakant on 18.03.21. One civilian was reportedly injured. The KIA launched further offensives 
against the Tatmadaw in Mogaung and Injangyang townships. On 15.03.21, about 200 persons fled the villages of 
Gway Htaung and Tan Baung Yan in Injangyang. The attacks are the KIA’s response to the violence used by junta-
controlled security forces against protesters in Myitkyina, the capital of Kachin State (cf. BN of 15.03.21). 
On 19.03.21, two more journalists were arrested in the capital Naypidaw. Of the 40 journalists arrested, 22 were 
released and ten were charged with sedition. If convicted, they face a three-year prison sentence. In Yangon, 
Mandalay and southern Shan State, security forces shot and killed at least eleven individuals during the violent 
dispersal of protests. Also on 19.03.21, thousands of persons from five villages in Depayin township (Sagaing region) 
fled their homes. Earlier, the military had threatened retaliation for the death of two police officers as a result of a 
conflict with protesters near one of the villages. Late in the evening of 19.03.21 and on 20.03.21, seven persons died 
from police and military violence in Yangon, Pakokku, Moggok and Bago, including a student and several persons 
who were not involved in protest actions or who had been on night watch in their residential areas. 
On 21.03.21, at least three persons were killed during protests and house raids in Yangon, Mandalay and Monywa. 
Numerous persons were injured, as on all the other days. In Yangon, three members of the aid organisation Thukha 
Kari were arrested. The organisation is involved, among other things, in the rescue of and provision of medical 
treatment to injured protesters. In Shan State, 1,500 persons from three villages in Pekon Township fled in order 
to avoid being arrested. Since 17.03.21, the villages have reportedly been subjected to raids by the military and 
many locals have been tortured. Earlier, the bodies of four soldiers were found in the area, according to military 
reports. 
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According to the human rights organisation Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP), at least 250 
people have died so far in connection with the protest movement against the military coup on 01.02.21. The number 
of arrests has risen to 2,665, with 2,290 people still in custody. 
In view of the hike in food prices in many cities and the nationwide collapse of the economy and infrastructure as 
a result of the strikes and protests, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has warned of imminent 
famine. 

Aung San Suu Kyi’s hearing postponed 
The court hearing of ousted government leader Aung San Suu Kyi scheduled for 15.03.21 via video link was 
cancelled due to an indefinite blockage of mobile internet by the military regime. Suu Kyi faces charges of allegedly 
violating import-export laws, the Disaster Management Act and the Telecommunications Act, as well as inciting 
sedition. Most recently, the junta also accused her of corruption (cf. BN of 15.03.21). On 17.03.21, military-
controlled state television broadcast a statement by Maung Weik, a businessman and former prisoner, in which he 
claimed to have given Suu Kyi a total of over USD 550,000 in cash between 2018 and 2020. 

Niger 

Several persons killed in attacks in border region 
On 15.03.21, attacks were carried out in the Tillabery region bordering Mali, in which a total of 58 people were 
killed, according to government sources. Media reports say armed men intercepted four vehicles transporting 
passengers on their way home to the villages of Chinagoder and Darey Dey after visiting the weekly market in the 
village of Banibangou close to the border. Furthermore, people were reportedly killed and granaries were burnt 
down in an attack on Darey Dey. There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the attacks. According to the 
UNICEF Regional Director for West and Central Africa, six of the victims were children aged between 11 and 17. In 
the Tillabery region, where UNICEF say 95,000 IDPs live, more than 100 persons were killed in attacks carried out 
in January 2021 (cf. BN of 11.01.21). 

First COVID-19 vaccine doses arrive 
On 21.03.21, the incumbent President Mahamadou Issoufou received 400,000 COVID-19 vaccine doses that had 
been donated by China. Issoufou explained that the vaccination of the Nigerien population was to be launched on 
27.03.21. The goal is to vaccinate 60% of the population against coronavirus. In order to implement this plan, 
contact has been made with the African Union, the COVAX initiative and China, among others.  

Nigeria 

Deadly attack on miners 
As was only revealed in mid-March 2021, at least ten persons were killed and 100 miners were abducted in an 
armed attack on a mining site in the northwest on 26.02.21, according to other sources on 02.03.21. This was 
indicated in media reports citing a security briefing by local authorities on 10.03.21. It was not known initially who 
the attackers were. 

Another kidnapping in Kaduna State 
On 15.03.21, three teachers were kidnapped by unknown persons in an attack on a school in Rema town in the 
northern state of Kaduna. According to media reports, this is the sixth attack on educational institutions in the north 
of the country in less than three months. The recent abduction of 39 schoolchildren on 11.03.21 caused a stir (cf. 
BN of 15.03.21). This crime also took place in Kaduna State. According to media reports, the parents of the 39 
schoolchildren kidnapped have been demonstrating daily since 18.03.21 for state security forces to intensify their 
efforts to secure their release. 

Military takes over airport security in the north 
According to media reports issued on 19.03.21, the Army and Air Force have taken over responsibility for security 
at most northern Nigerian airports. This task is normally performed by personnel from the Federal Airport Authority 
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of Nigeria (FAAN) and the Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC). The government-mandated military 
presence is intended to enhance air traffic security. 

Increase in attacks on police stations in the south 
In the period between 23.02.21 and 09.03.21, an alarming number of attacks have been carried out on police officers 
and police stations in the south and southeast of the country, according to Nigerian media reports. The attacks took 
place in seven states, with most incidents occurring in Cross River State and Imo State. A total of ten police officers 
were reportedly killed and six police stations destroyed. Suspects were arrested after some of the attacks. It has 
not been possible to confirm any link between the incidents. 

COVID-19: vaccination campaign successfully launched in Lagos 
Lagos State vaccinated close to 13,000 people against COVID-19 in the first two days after the vaccination 
campaign was launched on 15.03.21, according to media reports. The vaccinations took place at 88 different 
healthcare facilities, including military and police hospitals.  

Pakistan 

Situation of the Ahmadis 
On 18.03.21, a group of extremist mullahs with the help of police allegedly destroyed the dome and minarets of an 
Ahmadi mosque at Garmola Virkan village in Gurjranwala district and also desecrated the Kalima, the Islamic creed, 
inscribed on it. 
According to media reports, three Ahmadi households were attacked by armed persons in the area of Bazid Khel, 
Peshawar in an incident on 13.03.21. Nobody was injured. Earlier on 11.02.21, a 65-year-old Ahmadi was shot dead 
in the same area of Peshawar. Shortly afterwards, a hate campaign was launched against the community in 
Peshawar. On 25.02.21, participants in a procession through the city finally turned violent against Ahmadis and 
attacked several of them. The participants demanded the expulsion of all Ahmadis from the city of Peshawar. 
The well-known Pakistani YouTuber and Islamic scholar Muhammad Ali Mirza survived a second assassination 
attempt on 14.03.21. The assassin justified the assassination attempt by saying that Ali Mirza was an Ahmadi. 

Palestinian Autonomous Territories 

COVID-19 pandemic 
The Palestinian authorities received a first shipment of vaccines through the international COVAX initiative on 
17.03.21. This contained about 62,000 doses of vaccine, of which 24,000 must first be approved for use by the WHO. 
One-third of the supply is to be used in the Gaza Strip. Priority will be given to healthcare workers, people suffering 
from cancer and kidney patients as well as persons over 75 years of age. 

One person killed in protests in the West Bank 
According to media reports, a demonstrator was killed by Israeli security forces during protests against the 
expansion of Israeli settlements in the West Bank on 19.03.21 near Beit Dajan close to the city of Nablus. The Israeli 
military confirmed reports the one person had died and announced that the incident was being examined. Sections 
of the Palestinian population demonstrate regularly, mostly on Fridays and frequently with the use of violence, 
against settlement activities in the West Bank. 

Serbia 

Campaign against the investigative journalist network in pro-government media 
In connection with the arrest of the crime boss and hooligan leader Veljko Belivuk (cf. BN of 08.02.21), reports are 
currently appearing in the pro-government media in which the independent Crime and Corruption Reporting 
Network KRIK is accused of having links to Belivuk’s gang. KRIK has been described as Belivuk’s private medium 
on the front page of the newspaper Alo!. Civil society organisations condemn this coverage as a concerted character 
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assassination campaign. Shortly before, KRIK had published an interview in which the Secretary General of the 
Serbian government, Novak Nedic, was accused of having close contacts with Belivuk’s hooligan group. Last year, 
the network had published photos showing the son of President Aleksandar Vucic at a meeting with Belivuk’s 
henchmen. 

Somalia 

COVID-19 pandemic 
Somalia received the first shipment of COVID-19 vaccine through the COVAX Initiative on 15.03.21, totalling 
300,000 doses. Among the first to receive the vaccination was the Minister of Health; it was administered at Martini 
Hospital in Mogadishu. Other hospitals in the country are to start administering the vaccine. 

Journalist handed lengthy prison sentence 
Freelance journalist Kilwa Adan Farah has been sentenced to three years in prison by a Puntland court of second 
instance. Kilwa had initially been sentenced to three months in prison in early March 2020 (cf. BN of 08.03.21) but 
had appealed this sentence. Kilwa was arrested and accused of publishing “fake news” and inciting violence after 
covering protests in Garowe in December 2020. Other Somali journalists have described the arrest and trial as 
unlawful. 

South Sudan 

UNMISS mandate unanimously extended 
On 12.03.21, the Security Council extended the United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS) 
and at the same time called on all the parties involved in the conflict to cease fighting and engage in political 
dialogue in line with the 2018 peace agreement. A three-year plan is envisaged to, among other things, establish 
lasting peace, ensure free and fair elections and implement inclusive and accountable governance. Force levels will 
be maintained at a ceiling of 17,000 troops and 2,101 police, including 88 corrections officers for the mission. 

Syria 

Northwest: patients killed in hospital shelling 
First aiders, activists and an aid organisation reported that on 21.03.21 artillery shelling from areas under 
government control hit a hospital in Atareb, a locality in western Aleppo governorate, killing at least six patients. 
Medical staff were also reportedly injured, forcing the hospital to immediately stop the admission of further 
patients. Four of the injured were taken to Turkey for emergency treatment. The International Rescue Committee 
(IRC) commented that this was the fifth attack on a healthcare facility recorded in 2021.  
The state-controlled news agency SANA reported shelling by rebels on the governorate capital Aleppo, killing two 
civilians. 
Also on 21.03.21, according to pro-opposition media, a gas plant and dozens of cargo containers in a car park were 
destroyed by Russian warplanes near the town of Sarmada in Idlib governorate.. 

COVID-19 pandemic 
The Ministry of Health of the government in Damascus announced on 18.03.21 that the intensive care units of the 
four public hospitals in the capital had reached the limits of their capacity after experiencing a sharp rise in the 
number of cases of coronavirus. By then, Syria had officially recorded 1,130 COVID-19-related deaths in the areas 
under government control, but observers believe the number of unreported cases is high. 
President Bashar al-Assad and his wife had tested positive for the virus on 08.03.21. However, they are both on the 
road to recovery, according to an announcement issued by the presidential office on 17.03.21. 
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Public sector workers receive financial stimulus 
President Bashar al-Assad issued a decree on 16.03.21 granting hundreds of thousands of public sector workers 
and soldiers a one-time financial stimulus, equivalent to about one month’s average salary (SYP 50,000). This is the 
third stimulus measure to be implemented since October 2020. These measures are juxtaposed with increases in 
government-fixed prices for fuel and inflation of between 180% and 300%. The price of a kilogram of sugar, for 
instance, has risen from SYP 700 to SYP 2,400 since 2020. 

Tanzania 

President John Pombe Magufuli dies; Suluhu Hassan becomes the country’s first female President 
President John Pombe Magufuli has died at the age of 61 at a hospital in Dar es Salaam. Vice-President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan announced Magufuli’s death on 17.03.21, citing heart failure as the cause of death. According to the 
constitution, Suluhu Hassan will assume the office of president until new elections are held in 2025, making her 
the country’s first female president. She was sworn in as the new president on 19.03.21. 
Magufuli’s death was preceded by rumours about his health, some of which circulated on social media. Opposition 
leader Tundu Lissu, among others, claimed that Magufuli died as a result of COVID-19. Four persons have 
reportedly been arrested in this connection in different regions of the country. They are accused of spreading 
rumours about the state of the President’s health and thus of violating the Cybercrimes Act. 

Togo 

COVID-19 pandemic: state of emergency extended 
Parliament adopted a law on 16.03.21 that extends the health emergency, first declared in April 2020, for another 
six months. The law also empowers the government to adopt measures to combat the pandemic by decree. 

Turkey 

MP stripped of parliamentary seat 
According to media reports, Omer Faruk Gergerlioglu, a member of the People’s Democratic Party (HDP), a member 
of the Turkish parliament and former founding member of the Turkish human rights organisation Mazlum, was 
stripped of his parliamentary seat on 17.03.21. The removal was due to his conviction for “spreading terrorist 
propaganda” over a social media posting he made in 2016. The article addressed the call by leading members of the 
PKK to the Turkish government to advocate for a peaceful solution to the conflict. Gergerlioglu was sentenced to 
two years and six months in prison. He appealed against the sentence. On 21.03.21, Gergerlioglu, who had not left 
the parliament building since he was stripped of his seat, was briefly detained by the police. 

Request submitted to ban party 
On 17.03.21, the Turkish Public Prosecutor’s Office applied to the Turkish Constitutional Court to ban the 
opposition pro-Kurdish People’s Democratic Party (HDP). In the indictment, party leaders and members are 
accused, among other things, of violating legal rules through their actions and of colluding with the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) with the aim of undermining the integrity of the state. In addition, more than 600 
party officials are to be banned from politics for five years. HDP spokespersons denied links to the PKK and said 
the lawsuit was politically motivated. 

Suspected supporters of the PKK arrested 
According to media reports, 20 to 36 persons were arrested on 18.03.21 and 19.03.21 in Istanbul, Ankara and the 
provinces of Kagithane and Besiktas during large-scale raids carried out in four Turkish provinces. They are accused 
by the prosecution of supporting the PKK by participating in illegal demonstrations, spreading propaganda on social 
media or other activities. Those arrested include leading members of the opposition party HDP as well as Ozturk 
Turkdogan, the chairman of the Turkish human rights organisation IHD. 
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Suspected supporters of the Gulen movement arrested 
On 16.03.21, three persons suspected of having links to the Gulen movement were arrested in Eskisehir province. 
According to Turkish media reports, they are accused by the public prosecutor of being involved in infiltrating the 
Turkish military. On 05.03.21, twenty officers and non-commissioned officers of the Turkish Air Force were arrested 
in this connection, twelve of whom were conditionally released on 18.03.21. 

ISIS suspects arrested 
According to media reports, eight men were arrested on suspicion of being members of ISIS during a large-scale 
raid carried out in Istanbul on 17.03.21. Twelve different addresses were searched during the raid. 

Demonstrations against withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention 
On 20.03.21, several hundred demonstrators protested in Istanbul and other cities against Turkey’s withdrawal 
from the so-called Istanbul Convention. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan had declared his withdrawal from the 
Convention by presidential decree on 20.03.21. Government spokespersons said that the Convention was 
incompatible with Turkish social and family values. The international Convention was drafted by the Council of 
Europe in 2011 and Turkey was the first country to sign it. The signatory states undertake to prevent and combat 
violence against women and to create a legal framework for this purpose. 

Tunisia 

LGBTQI activist acquitted 
The sentence against LGBTQI activist Rania Amdoumi, who had been sentenced to several months in prison in early 
March 2021 (cf. BN of 08.03.21), was overturned by the Court of Appeal on 17.03.21. 

Uganda 

Bobi Wine detained once again 
On 15.03.21, leading opposition politician Bobi Wine was briefly arrested in Kampala. He had previously led a 
protest and called on authorities to free hundreds of his supporters who had been detained arbitrarily in the 
aftermath of the presidential election held on 14.01.21. He was then taken to his residence, which was surrounded 
and guarded by security forces. He is accused of leading a violent protest movement. Wine had been arrested or 
placed under house arrest several times in the past (cf. BN of 09.11.20, 23.11.20, 18.01.21). 

Ukraine 

Increase in the number of ceasefire violations since November 2020 
According to a report by the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), violations of the 
ceasefire between the Ukrainian army and separatists in Donetsk and Luhansk, which has been in force since the 
end of July 2020, have increased in eastern Ukraine since November 2020, even though the number of incidents 
remains below the average for 2020 before the current agreement came into force. While civilians are particularly 
at risk in the conflict zone, at least 14 Ukrainian soldiers have been killed and more than 40 injured since the 
beginning of 2021. At least 16 fighters among the Russian-backed separatists have been killed. Ongoing discussions 
between the parties to the conflict on a new prisoner exchange and the opening of more crossing points between 
Ukrainian government-held territory and separatist-held areas are being complicated by mutual public accusations 
of alleged preparations for attacks. 



14 

Vietnam 

Prison sentence for government critic 
A court in Dak Lak province sentenced Tran Nguyen Chuan to six and a half years imprisonment on 19.03.21 for 
activities to overthrow the government. Chuan is a member of the exile organisation Provisional National 
Government of Vietnam and was arrested on 01.09.20. 

Yemen 

Situation deteriorating in Yemen 
The UN has warned that the situation in Yemen is “deteriorating dramatically”. Fighting has increased on several 
fronts, especially in Marib governorate, the last stronghold of the government in northern Yemen, but also in Hajjah, 
Taizz and Hodeida. There has also been an increase in cross-border attacks. On 21.03.21, coalition airstrikes were 
carried out against military targets in the capital Sanaa. At the same time, the humanitarian situation is deteriorating. 
More than 16 million people are not expected to have enough food in 2021 and 50,000 people are already living in 
conditions akin to famine. The UN has repeatedly warned that Yemen will experience the greatest famine in modern 
history if the situation does not change drastically. The UN tried to collect USD 3.85 billion in aid in early March 
2021, but only received USD 1.7 billion. To make matters worse, ships carrying fuel have not been allowed to enter 
the port of Hodeida since January 2021 due to a dispute between the Houthis and the government. This has led to 
an acute fuel shortage, especially in Sanaa and the surrounding area, as well as increased food prices and is 
jeopardising the operation of hospitals and water pumps. The Houthis announced that the airport in Sanaa, which 
is only open for humanitarian flights, would be completely closed due to the fuel shortage. 

Protests 
Last week, protests against poor living conditions reportedly took place in several places in southern Yemen. On 
16.03.21, hundreds of persons took to the streets in Aden to protest against the lack of public services, the 
depreciation of the currency and corruption. The protesters also stormed the presidential palace, but eventually 
withdrew peacefully. Some of the protesters were retired security and military personnel and were carrying flags 
supporting the Southern Transitional Council (STC). The protests continued on 17.03.21. 
Protests were reported in Seiyun in Hadramawt governorate, where protesters also stormed a government 
complex, and in Abyan governorate on 16.03.21. 
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