
1 

 

Briefing Notes 
Group 62 – Information Centre for Asylum and Migration 

29 March 2021 

Afghanistan 

COVID-19 pandemic 
The WHO has expressed concern about the risk of the spread of mutations of the viruses in Afghanistan. Pakistan 
has already seen a significant increase in infections with a new variant that is potentially more contagious and 
affects the younger population. The Afghan Ministry of Health is preparing for a potential third wave, it said. 
Surveillance at the border is to be expanded and testing improved. In view of additional reports of insufficient 
testing capacity in the country, the impact of the planned measures remains to be seen. Vaccinations have been 
launched (cf. BN of 01.03.21 and 08.03.21), but there is some concern about the apparent lack of demand among 
healthcare workers and about equitable access to the vaccine for all Afghans. Pledges by international donors 
should make it possible to buy vaccine for about half the population (estimated by the Afghan government to be 
around 40 million). 

ISKP attacks / recruitment by ISKP / assassination of ISKP district chief 
Afghan media reported on 22.03.21 that the ISKP had claimed responsibility for over 30 killings in Kabul and 
Nangarhar between 11.03.21 and 17.03.21. They say 20 civilians and 13 security forces were killed. The Afghan 
government, however, claims that the Taliban were responsible. On 27.03.21, two ISKP members were killed and 
five others arrested by the National Directorate of Security (NDS) in Nangarhar province. On 25.03.21, the NDS 
arrested a leading ISKP member in Nangarhar who was allegedly responsible for the attack on Kabul University. 
On 19.03.21, 18 ISKP (Islamic State of the Khorasan Province) supporters were also arrested in Faryab province for 
allegedly recruiting youths there. On 15.03.21, NDS special forces killed the ISKP district chief in Mohmand, 
Nangarhar province. On 03.03.21, the ISKP claimed responsibility for the murder of three female journalists from 
EnikasTV in Jalalabad. The Afghan government had also held the Taliban accountable for this act. The ISKP had 
been driven out of Nangarhar province by the Afghan army and the Taliban at the end of 2019, and the remaining 
militants had initially fled north to Kunar, or east to Khyber and Kurram in Pakistan. In March 2020, the ISKP was 
also driven out of Kunar, but supporters remain active in the country. 

Helicopter shot down by the Behsud Resistance Front (Hazara) 
On 18.03.21, nine persons were killed when an Afghan army helicopter was shot down in Behsud district, Maidan 
Wardak province. Hazara commander Abdul Ghani Alipoor of the so-called Behsud Resistance Front (Jabha-ye 
Moqawamat) has been accused by the Ministry of Defence of being responsible for the downing of the helicopter. 
On 30.01.21, clashes broke out between state security forces and armed men of the Behsud Resistance Front in 
Behsud following a protest march against the appointment of new police commanders. State security forces 
opened fire, killing at least nine persons and injuring others. The Hazara in Behsud founded the Resistance Front in 
2014 because they felt unprotected by the Pashtun-dominated government in their struggle for pasture land with 
the Kuchi nomads and against the Taliban on the important access road to Bamiyan in the so-called “Valley of 
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Death” in Maidan. Alipoor had already been arrested by the Afghan intelligence service NDS once in 2018 for 
illegally arming himself and his militia. 

Attacks on civilians / public prosecutors 
On 27.03.21, a prosecutor was the victim of an attack in Paktia province. In 2020, a total of 15 prosecutors were 
killed in attacks, according to media reports published on 29.03.21. A total of 141 prosecutors have been killed since 
2006. 
Up to 20 civilians, including women and children, may have been killed during a military operation carried out by 
the NDS against the Taliban in the Sarabi district of Khost province on 27.03.21, according to media reports. The 
Afghan Human Rights Commission has announced that it will be launching an investigation into the case. 

Albania 

Parliamentary election: official election campaign begins 
Exactly one month before the general election is due to take place on 25.04.21, political actors have launched the 
official election campaign with public events organised by the leading candidates. Election campaign events are 
currently subject to restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
The outcome of the election in the politically polarised country is considered to be uncertain. The Democratic Party 
of Albania (PD) is forming a joint electoral list with 13 smaller parties, called the Alliance for Change (PD-AN). On 
02.03.21, it also concluded a pre-election agreement with a third political force, the Socialist Movement for 
Integration (LSI) party, to which President Ilir Meta formerly belonged and which is now led by his wife. Although 
the different political identities of the PD and LSI have been emphasised, the common goal of bringing about 
change in the country, including meeting the requirements for EU membership has been declared. The LSI will run 
with its own list. 

Armenia  

Prime Minister announces resignation 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan announced his resignation for April 2021 at a meeting held with residents of 
Armavir province in western Armenia on 28.03.21 in order to steer the country out of a domestic political crisis. He 
said, however, that he would remain in office on an interim basis until snap elections can be held. According to the 
constitution, in order to dissolve the Armenian parliament, as in the run-up to new elections, the head of 
government must first resign. The parliamentary election is scheduled for 20.06.21. Since fighting with 
neighbouring Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh came to an end in November 2020, Pashinyan has been under 
considerable pressure.  
If defeated, Pashinyan has pledged to accept the election results and ensure an orderly transition. However, after 
his overwhelming victory in the last parliamentary elections in December 2018, Pashinyan is not considered to be 
without a chance in the planned new elections. He is still considered to be very popular, especially in rural areas. 
On 28.03.21, new protests were held once again by the opposition in the capital Yerevan,  demanding Pashinjan’s 
withdrawal from politics. 

Bangladesh 

People killed and injured in nationwide Hefazat-e-Islam protests 
Riots broke out in several cities over the weekend between security forces and supporters of the organisation 
Hefazat-e-Islam in connection with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Bangladesh. The group accuses 
Modi of discriminating against the Muslim minority in India. After four demonstrators were killed by security forces 
during protests held on 26.03.21, the organisation called for protests on 27.03.21 and a national general strike on 
28.03.21. More than ten persons were reportedly killed and many others injured, including security forces. 
According to media reports, the protesters set up roadblocks, set vehicles on fire and attacked administrative 
buildings, offices and Hindu temples. 
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Bangladesh/Myanmar 

Fire in Rohingya refugee camps 
On 22.03.21, a massive fire broke out in refugee camps in Cox Bazar. According to UNHCR, at least 15 persons were 
killed, including two children. 400 persons are missing. At least 10,000 shelters were reportedly destroyed and some 
45,000 persons have been left homeless (as of 23.03.21). Healthcare facilities were also affected. 
The complex in Cox Bazar, which consists of 34 camps, is considered to be the largest refugee camp in the world. 
More than 870,000 Rohingya refugees currently live there. In 2017 alone, around 720,000 people fled to the region 
in a bid to escape attacks by the Myanmar military. The Rohingya are a Muslim minority in Myanmar. Many of them 
are stateless. 

Belarus 

Arrests made at protests against President Lukashenko 
The opposition continued its protest rallies against President Lukashenko in several cities last week. Although the 
opposition had announced larger rallies for 27.03.21, participants only gathered in small groups. In Minsk in 
particular, large numbers of security forces were present. According to human rights organisations, the police 
arrested at least 245 people. On 25.03.21, after weeks of smaller rallies, hundreds of people gathered for the first 
time to protest against the President. The human rights organisation Vyazna reported that at least 176 people were 
arrested that day. Since the disputed presidential election on 09.08.20, in which Lukashenko was declared the 
winner by the authorities, protest rallies against the President have been held regularly. 

Central African Republic 

MINUSCA strengthened 
With Resolution 2566 (2021), the United Nations Security Council decided on 12.03.21 to gradually increase the 
United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA) by 
2,750 military and 940 police personnel. The Security Council thus complied with a request by the UN Secretary-
General (cf. BN of 22.02.21). MINUSCA’s mandate was extended until 15.11.21 by Resolution 2552 (2020). Its five 
priority tasks include protecting civilians and supporting other stakeholders in creating conditions that allow safe 
access for humanitarian aid. The mission was launched in April 2014. 

China 

Canadian nationals go on trial for espionage 
The Canadian nationals Michael Spavor and Michael Kovrig, who have been detained since December 2018, have 
been charged with espionage. Spavor, who ran a cultural exchange company with North Korea, was put on trial in 
Dandong, Liaoning province, on 19.03.21. The trial of former diplomat Kovrig, who also worked for the 
International Crisis Group think tank, began in Beijing on 22.03.21. Both trials took place behind closed doors. It is 
not yet clear when the verdicts will be announced. The Canadian government sees the trials as retaliation for the 
arrest of Meng Wanzhou, the Chief Financial Officer of the Chinese telecommunications company Huawei, in 
Vancouver on 01.12.18. American authorities accuse Meng, who is also the daughter of Huawei founder Ren 
Zhengfei, inter alia, of violations of sanctions the U.S. imposed on Iran. No decision has been made yet on Meng’s 
extradition to the USA; she is under house arrest in Vancouver. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Militia violence and fighting in eastern Congo 
Five civilians, two government troops and 27 members of the Cooperation for the Development of Congo 
(CODECO) militia were killed in a two-day military operation carried out in the Ituri region of eastern Congo, 
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according to military sources on 23.03.21. The military reported the death of CODECO’s commander Malo-Maki 
and the expulsion of the CODECO militia from two of their strongholds. According to general estimates, the 
CODECO militia, an armed political-religious sect, is said to be responsible for more than 1,000 deaths in the Congo 
since 2017. 
According to the AFP news agency, the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) rebel group is also being blamed for attacks 
carried out on the villages of Samboko, Tchani-Tchani and Kapoka in the Beni region of North Kivu province on 
23.03.21. Twelve persons were killed in these attacks. 

Eritrea 

EU imposes sanctions against Eritrea over violations of human rights 
On 22.03.21, the European Union (EU) imposed sanctions against Eritrea for serious human rights violations. The 
accusation is directed at the Eritrean National Security Office (NSO), which is primarily held responsible for arbitrary 
arrests, extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances and torture. It also criticised the actions of the Eritrean 
Defence Forces (EDF) in the Ethiopian regional state of Tigray. They are accused of massacres of civilians and 
serious sexual violence (cf. BN of 29.03.21). The Eritrean Foreign Ministry has rejected all the accusations, calling 
the EU’s actions a “malicious act” that were a “futile attempt” to “drive a wedge between Eritrea and Ethiopia”.  No 
details have yet been released on the nature of the sanctions. 

Ethiopia/Eritrea 

Conflict in northern Ethiopia - Eritrea announced troop withdrawal from Tigray 
Eritrea’s President Isaias Afwerki is reported to have promised the withdrawal of Eritrean troops from Ethiopia’s 
regional state of Tigray in talks held with Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed in the Eritrean capital Asmara on 
25.321. and 26.03.21. Just two days earlier, in a live televised address, Abiy had for the first time acknowledged the 
presence of Eritrean Defensive Forces (EDF) units during the military offensive in Tigray. Although numerous media 
reported involvement of the EDF mission early on, the Ethiopian government had consistently denied Eritrea's 
involvement until now (cf. BN of 14.12.20). 

Abiy declared that the Ethiopian military would take control of the region with immediate effect. However, 
informed observers doubt that the Ethiopian armed forces are actually capable of doing so. Rather, it is suspected 
that the Eritrean military has succeeded in driving the militias of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) out of 
large parts of Tigray. It is also unclear whether there will be a complete withdrawal from the regional state or 
whether Eritrean military will remain in the regions that were allocated to Eritrea by a United Nations boundary 
commission after the border war (1998-2000) but remained occupied by the Ethiopian military until the outbreak 
of the conflict in Tigray in November 2020. The Eritrean Ministry of Information also reported the meeting between 
Abiy and Isaias but did not mention the promised withdrawal of Eritrean troops. 

The EDF is accused of serious human rights violations. The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) confirmed 
in a report published on 24.03.21 that Eritrean troops were responsible for the massacre of several hundred civilians 
in the town of Axum. Earlier, Amnesty International (ai) and Human Rights Watch (HRW) had reported the killing 
of hundreds of civilians by Eritrean units in Tigray (cf. BN of 08.03.21). U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
described the violence as ethnic cleansing. Abiy affirmed that any troops who raped women or committed other 
war crimes would be held accountable. 

Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders (MSF)) report executions in Tigray 
A team of the aid organisation Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) reported on 24.03.21 that they had witnessed several 
executions in Tigray when Ethiopian military dragged occupants off buses having stopped the buses on the road 
from Mekele to Adigrat and shot all the men dead. MSF arrived on the scene of the aftermath of an ambush on an 
Ethiopian military convoy by another armed group, in which soldiers were injured and killed 
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India 

COVID-19 pandemic: cases continue to rise 
On 28.03.21, the Indian Ministry of Health once again reported a sharp increase in newly registered cases of 
coronavirus in a single day. Around two-thirds of them were reported from the state of Maharashtra where 
lockdown measures are to be implemented. According to the municipality of Mumbai, the number of cases is higher 
among people from formal settlements than from the city’s slums. In some districts of Maharashtra, hospitals have 
reached the limits of their capacity. In the states of Gujarat, Karnataka, Kerala, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab 
and Tamil Nadu, the number of cases has also risen more sharply. Restrictions were imposed on the Hindu festival 
of Holi and the Muslim festival of Shab-e-Barat (Night of Fortune and Forgiveness) in New Delhi, Mumbai and other 
major cities. However, large number of people gathered in Ahmedabad in the state of Gujarat on the occasion of 
the Holi festival. The increase in new cases coincides with the regional elections held in the northeastern states of 
Assam and West Bengal, which are being held in several phases and are seen as a testing of the waters for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi against the backdrop of measures to control the pandemic and the handling of the mass 
protests against agricultural reform. After all, less than four percent of the population had so far received a 
vaccination against coronavirus. 

Indonesia 

Attack on church 
On 28.03.21, two suicide bombers attempted to enter the popular Catholic cathedral in the city of Makassar in 
South Sulawesi province. According to media reports, at least 20 persons were injured in the attempted suicide 
attack. The police report that the suicide bombers were killed while attempting to enter the church. Around 10% 
of Indonesia’s population are Christians. Police say they are investigating whether the suicide bombers had links to 
the Islamist terrorist Jemaah Islamiyah (JI/Islamic Community), terrorism experts see a possible link to al-Qaeda. 

Iran 

Protests against forced transfer of political prisoners 
On the occasion of the New Year (Nowruz) on 20.03.21, numerous political prisoners in Iran protested against the 
prison conditions and the transfer of prisoners to jails far away from their homes, which is illegal according to the 
Code of Criminal Procedure (ISTPO Article 513/Clause 3). Iranian foreign media report that 28 political prisoners 
nationwide have gone on a three-day hunger strike in protest against this measure, which is mainly directed against 
female prisoners. In addition, 18 prisoners serving time in Raja’i Prison in Karaj had written a petition on 23.03.21, 
which was signed by 646 political activists in the following days. In addition to the transfer of political prisoners, 
the petition also protested against offending and humiliating, beatings and new charges being brought by the 
judiciary after convictions had already been handed down. 
In the last few months of the Iranian year 1399 (21.03.20-20.03.21) that has just ended, reports of political prisoners 
being transferred to detention centres far from their homes had accumulated. A total of six prisoners, five women 
and one man, have reportedly been affected by this measure.  

Ethnic and religious minorities 
According to reports issued by the Kurdistan Human Rights Network (KHRN), at least 53 of the Kurdish activists 
detained in a wave of arrests in January 2021 (cf. BN of 18.01.21 and 25.01.21) were released on bail on 14.03.21. At 
least 34 persons remain in detention centres in Urumiyeh, Sanandaj and Marivan, according to the KHRN. 

According to Kurdish foreign media and human rights organisations, the Special Clerical Court of Urumiyeh in the 
city of Urumiyeh has sentenced a Kurdish Sunni imam to three years in prison for spreading propaganda against 
the regime. The 50-year-old, who worked in villages in western Azerbaijan, was also accused of religious activities 
on social media. The Kurdish cleric was released on bail of one billion tomans (US$40,000) after a month of 
detention and was temporarily released from prison until the trial. 
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Two young men shot dead by Basij militia 
According to a report by the human rights organisation HRNA, two young men, aged 20 and 24, were shot dead by 
Basij members in the town of Shush (Khuzestan) on 26.03.21 as they rode a motorbike through the street where 
the district court, the theological seminary and the Basij base Shahid Danesh are located. In Iran, locations with 
important public buildings and military installations are considered particularly sensitive points where, among other 
things, photography is prohibited. A statement issued by the Revolutionary Guards said that the two men were 
terrorists and separatists. 
In a review of human rights at the turn of the year 1399-1400, Iranian foreign media report that 101 people have 
been shot dead by the security forces in the past year. In addition, 249 executions were carried out. 

Iraq 

Sinjar 
On 26.03.21, an agreement was to come into force according to which the Iraqi security forces would be solely 
responsible for security in the city and in the region of Sinjar and armed militias would be withdrawn. Sinjar is 
currently partially occupied by various militias e.g. the Peshmerga, the Popular Mobilisation Forces and the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). So far, the PKK in particular, but also other militias, are showing no signs of leaving. 
It is being discussed whether the deadline should be extended until 01.04.21 initially. Analysts fear an escalation if 
the PKK does not withdraw and the Iraqi army tries to enforce the agreement by force. The UN has urged all parties 
to implement the agreement. 

ISIS children outcast 
On 24.03.21, it was announced that the Yazidi Supreme Spiritual Council had decided not to admit twelve children 
of ISIS fighters into the community. On 08.03.21, nine Yazidi women had been repatriated following seven years of 
captivity, first with ISIS and later in a Syrian camp. The twelve children of these women whose fathers are all with 
ISIS are now being denied admission to Yezidism. The Council refers on the one hand to religious law, according 
to which only those who have two Yezidi parents can be Yezidis, and to Iraqi law, according to which the child of a 
Muslim is automatically a Muslim. 

Vaccination campaign launched 
Iraq received its first shipment of 336,000 vaccine doses on 25.03.21. 

Israel 

Election to the 24th Knesset 
After the previous coalition government failed yet again to agree on a budget, the fourth election to the Israeli 
parliament (Knesset) within two years was held on 23.03.21. With 52 seats, the bloc of right-wing nationalist and 
religious parties of the incumbent Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was unable to achieve the necessary 
parliamentary majority of 61 seats. The parties from the centre, left-wing and right-wing political spectrum as well 
as Arab opposition parties that had positioned themselves against Prime Minister Netanyahu in the election 
campaign garnered a total of 57 seats. 
Two independent parties that will now be important in the possible formation of a coalition by Netanyahu or the 
opposition leader Yair Lapid are the Islamist Arab party Ra’am (which won four seats) and the right-wing nationalist 
Yamina party (which won seven seats).  
Voter turnout was 67.4%, the lowest it has been since 2009. 

Jordan 

COVID-19 pandemic 
According to the Ministry of Health, 109 persons died of COVID-19 on 23.03.21, the highest daily figure since the 
outbreak of the pandemic. Hospitals in the conurbation around the capital of Amman are under severe pressure. 
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Despite the surge in numbers, the government is keen to avoid another curfew in order to avoid putting further 
strain on the economy. Unemployment has risen to 24% since the outbreak of the pandemic. 

Activists arrested  
On 24.03.21, riot police arrested several persons who had gathered at the Dakhiliyya roundabout despite a 
government ban on protests marking the 10th anniversary of Arab Spring pro-democracy demonstrations. The ban 
was justified by the need for increased security measures aimed at controlling the tense situation caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As in the previous weeks (cf. BN of 22.03.21 and 15.02.21), some protestors demanded an 
end to the emergency laws and protested against the curtailment of their rights. According to eyewitness accounts, 
small protests were broken up and known activists were arrested in several cities. 

Kazakhstan 

Arrests during protests against Chinese influence 
Rallies against Chinese government interference in the country took place in several cities on 27.03.21. Several 
hundred persons gathered in the city of Almaty. Activists criticised the economic influence the neighbouring 
country is having and the persecution of ethnic Kazakhs and Uyghurs in China. Security forces arrested at least 20 
people. 

Kenya 

Al-Shabaab attacks in the northeast 
According to press reports, four occupants of a bus died and dozens were wounded on 23.03.21. The bus was 
travelling on a main road in the northern district of Mandera, near the border with Somalia, and was hit by an 
improvised bomb. So far, no specific group has claimed responsibility for the attack, but al-Shabaab from Somalia 
is suspected. 

According to media reports, al-Shabaab militants attacked a water tanker truck that was transporting water to a 
construction site of the Kenya-Somalia border wall in Mandera district on 23.03.21. One person was killed. 
According to other reports, al-Shabaab fighters also attacked a convoy of vehicles transporting construction 
workers to Usalama camp in Lamu district. One person was killed. 

Kosovo 

Parliament appoints Kurti Prime Minister 
The newly-elected parliament (cf. BN of 01.03.21 and 15.03.21) appointed Albin Kurti, leader of the often left-wing 
nationalist party Vetëvendosje (Self-Determination), as the new Prime Minister on 22.03.21, with 67 votes in favour, 
and confirmed his proposed government. To achieve an absolute majority with at least 61 votes, Kurti was 
dependent on the support of representatives of the non-Serb minorities. The Srpska Lista (Serb List, SP), which won 
all ten seats reserved for the Serb minority, did not confirm the new government. Due to constitutional 
requirements, it will nevertheless be represented in the new cabinet with one minister. In its opinion, however, the 
SP is entitled to two cabinet posts, which is why an appeal to the Constitutional Court has been prepared. 
Before the vote, Kurti had described the COVID-19 pandemic as the country’s biggest challenge, saying his cabinet 
would implement a plan to combat it. In addition, the judicial and educational systems are to be reformed. 
Earlier, parliament had elected Vetëvendosje politician Glauk Konjufca as its new President. Konjufca thus also took 
over the office of interim state president from his predecessor Vjosa Osmani. The latter is the candidate of 
Vetëvendosje for the soon to be held election of a new head of state by parliament. A successful presidential 
election is a prerequisite for political stability, because in the event of failure, the constitution provides for new 
elections. 
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COVID-19 pandemic: first vaccine doses arrive 
On 28.03.21, Kosovo received the first 24,000 vaccine doses from the COVAX initiative. In total, it is expected to 
receive 100,800 doses from the iniative (cf. BN of 22.03.21). According to different media reports, the EU announced 
on 27.03.21 that it would send 610,000 and 650,000 vaccine doses to the six Western Balkan countries. No delivery 
date was given. 

Lebanon 

Government crisis 
Even after what has now become the 18th meeting held on 22.03.21, President Michel Aoun and Prime Minister-
designate Saad al-Hariri were unable to agree on a new government. Saad al-Hariri said in a televised speech that 
the President’s demands were unacceptable and that he had blocked the formation of a new government. He said 
It was not the President’s job to form a government. These accusations were rejected by the President. On 24.03.21, 
Hezbollah declared that forming the government was the only alternative to ending the economic crisis. After the 
President and Prime Minister failed to reach an agreement, there were some voices in favour of reactivating the 
previous cabinet. Caretaker Prime Minister Hasan Diab indicated that the reactivation of the cabinet could only be 
decided by parliament. 
Lebanon is currently facing its most serious crisis since the civil war that lasted between 1975 and 1990. A new 
cabinet is needed if the country is to receive international aid, which is linked to reforms. 
People in the country continued to protest against the political and economic situation, most recently in Beirut on 
28.03.21. 

Amnesty International accuses Lebanese authorities of torturing Syrian refugees 
On 23.03.21, Amnesty International (ai) published a report accusing the Lebanese authorities of arbitrarily arresting 
Syrian refugees and subjecting them to inhumane treatment in detention. The reason for detention is usually 
suspicion of terrorism, which gives the authorities the right to detain the prisoners indefinitely. 
There are around 1.5 million Syrian refugees in Lebanon, approx. 78% of whom do not have a legal residence status; 
89% of Syrian refugees are living in extreme poverty. 

Libya 

Influential commander shot and killed in Benghazi 
According to authorities, the influential commander Mahmud Werfalli was shot dead along with his cousin by a 
group of unidentified gunmen in the eastern Libyan city of Benghazi on 24.03.21. The commander of the Saiqa 
Brigade and supporter of General Khalifa Haftar had an arrest warrant issued against him by the International 
Criminal Court in 2017 for alleged war crimes. The Saiqa Brigade is a special unit within the Libyan National Army. 
(LNA). 
 

Mozambique 

Coastal town of Palma under siege 
Since 24.03.21, around 100 armed men have been besieging the small town of Palma (75,000 inhabitants). The 
Ministry of Defence has confirmed that seven persons have been killed so far. A natural gas project is being 
implemented in the immediate vicinity of Palma, which numerous international companies are involved in. The 
energy company Total has reportedly evacuated about 1,000 employees. Some residents are being evacuated by 
ship and taken to the coastal town of Pemba. No group has claimed responsibility for the attacks so far. 
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Myanmar 

Nationwide protests continue, death toll rises to over 400 
On 22.03.21, security forces killed at least eight people in Mandalay, the youngest victim was a 14-year-old boy. In 
Dawei, two plainclothes soldiers were beaten to death, after which police arrested around 50 persons. 
According to media reports dated 22.03.21, an Australian couple was prevented from leaving Myanmar and arrested 
on 19.03.21. The couple are said to be friends with Aung San Suu Kyi’s economic advisor Sean Turnell, who has 
been in detention since 06.02.21. 
On 23.03.21, the junta released 628 people from Insein prison in Yangon (Rangoon), most of them students. In 
Mandalay, at least five persons were shot dead on 23.03.21, including a seven-year-old girl. According to estimates 
by UNICEF (as of 23.03.21), 23 children have been killed and 11 others seriously injured since the military coup on 
01.02.21. At least 17 children are also said to be in detention. 
On 24.03.21, two people, including a 16-year-old boy, were shot dead during protests in Mandalay. On 25.03.21, a 
total of twelve people died as a result of police and military violence in Kachin and Shan states and Yangon, Bago 
and Sagaing regions. On the same day, the military government announced the arrest of 14 members of the National 
League for Democracy (NLD) in Yangon on 22.03.21. According to state media, they were allegedly planning to 
participate in explosives training in areas controlled by ethnic guerrilla groups. 
On 26.03.21, unknown persons carried out an arson attack on the NLD party headquarters in Yangon. Four persons 
were killed during protests in Myeik. 
On 27.03.21, Armed Forces Day, which the junta celebrated with a military parade in the capital Naypidaw, more 
than 114 people were killed in 44 locations nationwide, according to the news portal Myanmar Now. Among them 
were demonstrators and many innocent bystanders, some of whom were shot dead in their own homes. The highest 
death toll was in Mandalay where 40 people were killed and in Yangon where 27 people were killed. In Mandalay, 
soldiers threw an injured man onto a flaming barricade where he was burnt alive, leaving only bones. Also in 
Mandalay, a five-year-old boy was shot in the head and killed. In Yangon, a one-year-old girl was hit in the eye with 
a rubber bullet. Again, snipers and plainclothes security forces were involved in the operations. The military also 
used grenades against the population that day for the first time. On 28.03.21, another 13 persons died in Yangon, 
Mandalay and Sagaing regions. 
The human rights organisation Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) said it had confirmed 459 
deaths and 2559 arrests. 

Clashes between Myanmar Army and ethnic armed groups 
On 22.03.21 and 23.03.21, the Myanmar military (Tatmadaw) attacked Kachin Independence Army (KIA) bases in 
Waingmaw and Sa Done townships. On 25.03.21, the KIA occupied a Tatmadaw outpost in Dawphoneyan 
Township. On 27.03.21, the KIA attacked four junta police bases in Hpakant. 
The Karen National Union (KNU) overran a military base in Hpapun (Mutraw) district in Kayin State on 27.03.21, 
killing ten soldiers, according to their own account. The Tatmadaw responded with airstrikes on the same day, 
killing three civilians. Further airstrikes followed on 28.03.21, causing about 3,000 people from Hpapun to flee to 
Thailand. In addition, two KNU soldiers were reportedly killed. 

Aung San Suu Kyi’s hearing postponed again 
Due to the continued lack of internet connection at the Naypidaw court, the video hearing of two members of the 
ousted civilian government - head of government Aung San Suu Kyi and President Win Myint - was postponed 
from 24.03.21 to 01.04.21. 

Niger 

Many people killed again in attacks in the southwest of the country 
According to the government of Niger, a total of 137 people have been killed in attacks waged by armed bandits 
on several localities in the Tahoua region in the border area with Mali. The incidents reportedly occurred on 
21.03.21. Nothing is known about the specific identity of the attackers. According to a local official, gunmen on 
motorbikes drove into the villages of Intazayene, Bakorat and Wistane and shot at “anything that moved”.   
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As recently as 15.03.21, at least 58 people were killed in attacks in the Tillabery region bordering Tahoua in the 
southwest of the country (cf. BN of 22.03.21). 

Constitutional Court confirms Mohamed Bazoum’s election win 
On 21.03.21, Niger’s Constitutional Court confirmed that former Interior and Foreign Minister Mohamed Bazoum 
had won the run-off election held on 21.02.21 with 55.6% of the vote. On 02.04.21, Bazoum will begin his five-year 
term as the country’s new president. The opposition had publicly challenged the election results following their 
announcement and riots broke out in which at least two people lost their lives, according to the Niger’s Ministry of 
the Interior (cf. BN of 01.03.21). 

Nigeria 

UNICEF: over 26 million children do not have access to sufficient drinking water 
According to a press release issued by UNICEF on 22.03.21, 26.5 million children in Nigeria do not have access to 
sufficient drinking water to meet their daily needs. This corresponds to 29% of all Nigerian children. Although 70% 
of the Nigerian population has access to drinking water, half of these drinking water sources are contaminated.  

Over ten million people join National Health Insurance Scheme 
According to media reports of 18.03.21, 10,269,996 people have now joined the National Health Insurance Scheme 
(NHIS). During an informal dialogue with representatives of the health sector in Kaduna, the executive director of 
the scheme stated that the activities of the NHIS are to be decentralised by increasing staff of the departments in 
the individual states. According to Prof. Mohammed Nasir Sambo, as the National Health Insurance Scheme is 
voluntary, many people have so far decided not to join it.  

Soldiers kill 48 terrorists and release kidnap victims 
According to information provided by the Nigerian army on 27.03.21, soldiers of Operation Lafiya Dole killed a total 
of 48 terrorists belonging to the groups Boko Haram and ISWAP (Islamic State West Africa Province) in the 
northeastern Borno State and freed 11 kidnap victims in two military operations. 

North Macedonia/Montenegro 

COVID-19 pandemic 
North Macedonia and Montenegro, both suffering from the lack of availability of vaccine doses since the beginning 
of the year, are receiving support from neighbouring Serbia in addition to the EU in the COVID-19 crisis, according 
to recent media reports. With the first 8,000 vaccine doses being donated, it was possible to start vaccinating 
healthcare workers. According to the Macedonian journalists’ association MAN,  around 100 journalists from North 
Macedonia were also able to receive the first vaccine dose at a Serbian vaccination centre in Vranje on 23.03.21 
through the mediation of the Serbian partner association UNS. Montenegro, which had not received a single vaccine 
delivery until then, received 2,000 doses of the Russian vaccine as a donation from Serbia on 17.02.21. According 
to media reports on 26.03.21, individual citizens from Serbia’s neighbouring countries are currently availing 
themselves of the possibility of private entry for the purpose of vaccination in Belgrade as Serbia has large supplies 
of the vaccine. 

Pakistan 

COVID-19 pandemic: school closures 
According to information provided by government sources on 23.03.21, educational institutions in 18 districts with 
high incidence rates will remain closed until 11.04.21, including 10 in the most populous province of Punjab and 
eight in the northwestern province of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. The capital Islamabad will also be affected by closures. 
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Response to Women’s March 
Organisers and participants of the Women’s March (Aurat March), which was held for the fourth consecutive year 
in several cities in Pakistan on 08.03.21 to mark International Women’s Day, are facing blasphemy allegations and 
threats from conservative camps in the media. 

Explosive attack on police vehicle 
On 23.03.21, three people were killed and twelve injured in an explosive attack targeting a police vehicle in Chaman, 
a town on the Afghan border in Balochistan province. The three persons killed were innocent passers-by. 

Palestinian Autonomous Territories 

USA: US$ 15 million against COVID-19 pandemic 
The US Ambassador to the UN, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, announced on 26.03.21 that the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) would pay US$ 15 million in humanitarian aid to support healthcare and 
vulnerable families in the West Bank and Gaza as well as emergency food supplies where the pandemic has made 
them necessary. The package is intended to provide targeted support in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic 
and represents a clear departure by the new American administration from its previous policy. 

Republic of the Congo 

Long-term President is re-elected 
According to the official election results of 24.03.21, incumbent Denis Sassou Nguesso clearly won the disputed 
2021 presidential elections with 88 % of the vote. Nguesso, who has been in power for an accumulated 36 years, 
thus secured a five-year term as president for the fourth time in a row. A controversial constitutional amendment 
in 2015 allows the incumbent to serve additional terms, previously excluded by constitutional law. The largest 
opposition alliance, the Pan-African Union for Social Democracy, announced early on that it would boycott the 
election (cf. BN of 08.02.21). The ballot was overshadowed by the sudden death of the main opposition candidate 
Brice Parfait Koléla in connection with the SARS-CoV-2 virus. The election was conducted, by and large, peacefully, 
in contrast to the 2016 presidential election. According to media reports, an internet blockade set up during the 
election has since been lifted. Parts of civil society and the opposition have spoken of electoral irregularities. 
Suspecting vote rigging, some opposition members have said they will challenge the election before the 
Constitutional Court. 

Saudi Arabia 

Threat against UN investigator 
On 25.03.21, the UN confirmed statements made by independent UN investigator Agnes Callamard, who had 
previously reported being threatened by one of the Saudi envoys at a meeting held between UN envoys and Saudi 
representatives. Those present at the January 2020 meeting, which Callamard herself did not attend, interpreted 
several statements made by a Saudi representative as death threats against the UN investigator. Callamard was 
investigating the case of journalist Jamal Khashoggi and published a report in June 2019 that presented evidence 
of Mohammed bin Salman’s involvement in Khashoggi’s murder. The head of the Saudi Human Rights Commission, 
Awwad al-Awwad, who says he is the accused representative, has denied the allegations. 

Senegal 

COVID-19 pandemic 
Since the official launch of the coronavirus vaccination campaign in Senegal on 23.02.21, one percent of the 
population has been vaccinated against coronavirus so far. President Macky Sall had purchased 200,000 doses from 
China for the equivalent of US$ 3.7 million. This made Senegal one of the first countries in Africa to receive a vaccine 
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in February. This vaccine was first administered to healthcare workers. In terms of infrastructure, Senegal has 
equipped itself for the coronavirus vaccination and has received special refrigerators from the WHO in which 
vaccine doses donated by the international vaccine distribution programme COVAX have been stored since March. 
The plan is to deliver 1.3 million doses, of which 324,000 arrived in early March. Vaccination is being carried out at 
1,700 locations nationwide. There are additional mobile vaccination teams in rural regions and the suburbs of Dakar. 
According to the Ministry of Health, around 160,000 vaccine doses have been administered so far. Persons over the 
age of 60 who are suffering from chronic illnesses are given priority for vaccination. 

Somalia 

Humanitarian situation 
The Somali government has appealed to donors to provide funding to aid 2.7 million people who are expected to 
need help due to poor rainfall, desert locusts, flooding and the impact of COVID-19. Low rainfall has been once 
again predicted for the period between April and June. Drought-like conditions are already prevailing in the Gedo 
region as well as in South West, Galmudug, Puntland and Somaliland states. This is destroying livelihoods and 
forcing people to seek out other areas in search of water and fodder for their livestock. 

Fugitive minister surrenders 
The former Minister of Security for Jubaland State, Abdirashid Janan, surrendered to the Somali government on 
24.03.21. On the same day, he was fired as security minister by the President of Jubaland. Janan was arrested by the 
Somali government for alleged human rights violations in August 2019 but escaped from prison in January 2020. 
Since then, he has reportedly been in hiding in Kenya along with a number of security personnel loyal to him.  

Civilians killed in attack 
Several civilians were killed or injured when mortar shells fired by al-Shabaab towards the UN and AMISOM 
headquarters at the airport in Mogadishu hit nearby houses on 25.03.21. 

Journalist pardoned 
On 23.03.21, journalist Kilwa Adan Farah was pardoned by the President of the Puntland administration after a 
military court had sentenced him to three years imprisonment just a few days earlier (cf. BN of 08.03.21 and 
22.03.21). 

Sri Lanka 

Resolution of the United Nations Human Rights Council on Sri Lanka 
On 23.03.21, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) adopted a resolution tabled by the UK and 
Germany, among others, with 22 votes in favour. The country thus remains under the observation of the 
international community. According to the UN and NGOs, the human rights situation in Sri Lanka has increasingly 
deteriorated since Gotabaya Rajapaksa was elected president in 2019. Gotabaya had served as Minister of Defence 
under his brother Mahinda Rajapaksa’s presidency during the civil war. 
The UN estimates that between 80,000 and 100,000 people died in the civil war between the rebel group Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and the Sri Lankan government that lasted 26 years. It accuses both sides of war 
crimes. 

South Sudan 

UN Human Rights Council extends the mandate of the Human Rights Commission in South Sudan 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) has reported that the United Nations Human Rights Council extended the mandate 
of the Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan by a period of one year by a narrow vote. This follows the 
Security Council’s extension of the UN mission in South Sudan (cf. BN of 22.03.21).  
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The Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan was first established on 23.03.16 for a period of one year and 
has since been extended for a further twelve months every year since. Its mandate includes clarifying, investigating 
and collecting evidence of gross human rights violations and abuses and aims to end impunity in this regard.  

Initial delivery of COVID-19 vaccine 
According to several reports, the first vaccine delivery arrived in the capital Juba on 25.03.21. The delivery was made 
through the COVAX initiative and includes 132,000 doses of vaccine as well as 132,000 syringes and 1,325 safety 
boxes for the safe disposal of the syringes. Within the first six months of 2021, South Sudan expects to receive a 
total of 732,000 vaccine doses.  
The first delivery which has now taken place is to be administered to healthcare workers, as well as to people over 
the age of 65. The vaccination will be offered free of charge and on a voluntary basis. In general, the national 
vaccination plan aims to have 40% of the population vaccinated by the end of 2022. 

Syria 

Large-scale raids in al-Hol 
On 28.03.21, around 5,000 security forces of the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) began combing the 
al-Hol detention centre for members of suspected ISIS supporters in north-eastern Syria. They said the aim was to 
identify and arrest ISIS militants. The SDF are receiving reconnaissance support from the US army. 
Since the beginning of the year, violence in the camp has increased drastically. According to official figures, 47 
persons have died as a result of violence in the camp in 2021 alone. Officials in the USA actually assume that more 
than 60 persons have died. Many of those killed are said to have been executed in their tents during the night. The 
security forces presume retaliation by ISIS supporters in the context of a general intimidation campaign. 
Al-Hol accommodates around 62,000 people, most of them women and children. The camp is considered to be a 
hotbed of radical Islamist ideologies. Most of the inmates are Iraqis and Syrians, but about 10,000 come from a 
total of 57 other nations. 

Turkey 

Suspected supporters of the Gulen movement arrested 
According to media reports, between 150 and 186 members of the Turkish military were again arrested on 23.03.21 
on suspicion of membership of the Gülen movement (cf. BN of 01.02.21 and 08.03.21). The arrests were carried out 
in 53 out of 81 Turkish provinces after the Turkish National Intelligence Organisation MIT transmitted a list of 
suspects from 29 provinces as well as telephone data and informant testimonies to the public prosecutor’s office.  

Arrests made at Bogazici-protest 
According to media reports, four people were arrested for carrying rainbow flags and another eight people were 
arrested while protesting against these arrests during a demonstration held on the campus of Bogazici University 
in Istanbul on 25.03.21. During the ongoing demonstrations on the campus of the university against the director 
Meli Bulu,  more clashes erupted with the police and numerous arrests were made (cf. BN of 08.02.21). Many of 
those arrested have since been released.  

Court verdict in the Hrant Dink murder case 
Two police chiefs, several police officers and other defendants were sentenced to life imprisonment on 26.03.21 
for the murder of Hrant Dink, an Armenian-Turkish journalist.  Dink had been shot dead in the street in Istanbul in 
2007. The then 17-year-old perpetrator, Ogun Samast, was sentenced to 23 years’ imprisonment by a juvenile court 
in 2011. The European Court of Human Rights ruled In 2010 that the Turkish authorities had failed to act to protect 
Dink adequately, even though they knew that ultra-nationalists were planning his murder and ordered Turkey to 
pay compensation to the victim’s family. In the latest verdict of the criminal court in Istanbul, the judiciary accuses 
the defendants of belonging to the Gulen movement. It says the crime has all the hallmarks of the goals of the 
Gulen movement. The preacher Fethullah Gulen, who lives in the USA, and twelve other fugitives are also charged 
with the crime. They are to be tried in separate proceedings. 
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Court ruling against Selahattin Demirtas 
On 22.03.21, Selahattin Demirtas, the former co-leader of the pro-Kurdish People’s Democratic Party (HDP), to 3-
1/2 years in jail for insulting the president. Demirtas, who has already been in pre-trial detention since 2016, was 
charged with membership of a terrorist organisation, among other things. The main trial against him is to continue 
on 14.04.21. The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) had demanded Demirtas’ release in two judgments in 
2018 and 2020  saying his detention was a cover for limiting pluralism. However, the ECHR ruling had been 
disregarded by Turkish courts. 

Ukraine 

Zelensky ousts two Constitutional Court judges 
On 27.03.21, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky dismissed two judges of the Constitutional Court, including 
Chairman Olexander Tupyzkyj, with immediate effect. This measure represents a new high point in the conflict 
between President Zelensky and the Constitutional Court. This conflict originated in a court ruling handed down 
on 27.10.20 on anti-corruption measures. In this ruling, the court had declared the powers of the National Anti-
Corruption Bureau (NABU) as well as the powers of the National Agency for the Prevention of Corruption (NASK) 
largely unconstitutional, especially electronic public asset declarations by public servants. This ruling could render 
crucial anti-corruption mechanisms that emerged after the 2014 revolution ineffective. President Zelensky justified 
the dismissal of the two judges by decree on the grounds that they posed a threat to Ukraine’s state independence 
and national security if they remained in office, especially since both judges had been appointed by the then 
President Viktor Yanukovych in 2013, i.e. before the revolution, for their nine-year term. In his current decision, 
Zelensky referred to a parliamentary resolution adopted in February, in which Yanukovich’s rule was described as 
undermining national security and civil rights, and on this basis the National Security Council of Ukraine examined 
all of Yanukovich’s decrees, including the appointments of constitutional judges. In the course of the conflict, 
Zelensky had first asked the judges to resign and then temporarily suspended Tupytsky from office in December, 
while at the same time declaring that he did not have the right to remove the judges. In a previous role, Judge 
Oleksander Tupytsky is accused of influencing witnesses and bribery, and is also alleged to have purchased a plot 
of land in Russian-annexed Crimea in 2018 without disclosing this in his asset declaration. However, it is disputed 
whether the removal of the judges by Zelensky’s decree is constitutional or whether Zelensky’s dismissal is not a 
dangerous signal, even if there were objective reasons for it. 

Ukraine/Russian Federation 

Joint declaration against human rights violations 
On 26.03.21, the Permanent Missions to the United Nations of 45 states, including Germany, condemned Russia’s 
role. Russia continues to commit human rights violations on the annexed Crimean peninsula and is not a mediator 
but a party to the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine. A renewed, but in the meantime once again fragile ceasefire, 
has been in force at the line of contact between the conflicting parties there since 27.07.20. With regard to Crimea, 
the expropriation of thousands of foreign landowners as a result of a decree by Russian President Vladimir Putin 
on 20.03.20 recently made the headlines. 

Uzbekistan 

Party event of the opposition disrupted 
It has just emerged that an event by the newly-founded opposition party Haqiqat va Taraqqiyot (Truth and 
Progress) on the outskirts of Tashkent to discuss the collection of signatures for the official registration of the party 
was disrupted on 12.03.21. According to media reports, a large crowd had gathered at the conference venue and 
had peppered the party leader, Hidirnazar Allaqulov, with questions and criticism upon his arrival, so that the party 
was unable to hold its meeting. According to reports, local security forces have repeatedly caused third parties to 
act noisily and sometimes violently against critics of the regime. 
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Previously, on 26.02.21, the founding congress of Haqiqat va Taraqqiyot had been postponed at short notice after 
Allaqulov was taken by security forces to Andijan for questioning just a few hours before the event was due to 
begin. 

Venezuela/Colombia 

Fighting in the border area 
According to official reports, two soldiers were killed and fourteen were wounded in fighting between the 
Venezuelan army and dissidents of the Colombian FARC guerrillas on 21.03.21. The armed forces had attacked 
camps of the guerrilla fighters in the province of Apure in the border region with Colombia. The Venezuelan 
authorities reported the capture of 32 FARC dissidents. According to the Colombian government, 3,100 people 
have fled the fighting across the border into Colombia, where they are receiving humanitarian aid in the municipality 
of Arauquita. The Colombian Ministry of Defence has deployed additional troops to the area. Venezuela and 
Colombia are accusing each other of allowing guerrilla fighters to operate undisturbed in the border region. 

Vietnam 

Prison sentence for dissident confirmed 
On 24.03.21, an appeals court in Hanoi upheld the 12-year prison sentence of dissident blogger Tran Duc Thach 
(cf. BN of 21.12.20). According to media reports, his lawyer accused the court of procedural violations. The 69-year-
old was a member of the dissident group Brotherhood for Democracy and was arrested in April 2020. 

Yemen 

COVID-19 pandemic 
On 22.03.21, the government declared a state of emergency due to a significant increase in the number of COVID-
19 cases in Yemen in recent weeks. The Yemeni Minister of Health said on 19.03.21 that the occupancy of intensive 
care units in quarantine centres had reached maximum capacity and that there was a shortage of treatment supplies. 
The government reportedly ordered wedding halls and mosques to close, shopping malls and markets to restrict 
their opening hours.  
The Houthis continue not to publish information on COVID-19 cases, but a number of Houthi officials are reported 
to have contracted the virus recently. 

Fighting continues despite ceasefire proposal 
Saudi Arabia, which leads the coalition supporting the Yemeni government in the fight against the Houthis, 
announced a ceasefire proposal on 22.03.21. However, the Houthis appear to reject the plan and are demanding a 
complete lifting of the naval and air blockade imposed by the coalition. The proposed plan has not put an end to 
the fighting. On 22.03.21, the coalition carried out airstrikes in Houthi-controlled areas, including the capital Sanaa 
and the governorates of Hajjah and Marib. According to reports, the grains port of Salif, north of Hodeida, and a 
food production company there were also hit. Six workers at the company were injured. The Houthis have also 
continued their attacks on Saudi Arabia, including on the airport in Abha on 23.03.21 and oil facilities in Jizan on 
25.03.21. 
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