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Afghanistan 

Increase in attacks on civilians  
On 13.04.21, the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) reported a 29 percent increase in 
civilian casualties for the first quarter of 2021 compared to the same period last year. For women, the figures had 
risen by as much as 37 percent, and for children by 23 percent. However, the increase was mainly in the number of 
wounded, while the number of fatalities for this period remained constant over the past three years, the report says. 
There were 1,783 civilian casualties, of which 573 were killed and 1,210 injured. Insurgents were responsible for 
two-thirds of the casualties, and government troops for one-third. Since the start of the peace negotiations in Doha 
at the end of 2020, a total increase of 38 percent was recorded for the last six months, the report said.  
On 19.04.21, the Afghan Human Rights Commission stated that 79 civilians were killed or injured in 12 unrelated 
attacks last week.  
On 16.04.21, an explosion in Kandahar province claimed the lives of four civilians . 
On 18.04.21, nine family members were killed by unknown gunmen in a mosque in the city of Jalalabad. The 
shooting may have been motivated by land disputes. 

Women 
On 15.04.21, several hundred women from 14 provinces gathered in Kabul to demonstrate for more women's rights 
in the planned peace agreement. One day before, Afghan media had reported that a woman was whipped by the 
Taliban in the Oba district of Herat province for having an affair with another man. Apparently, a video of the 
incident circulated on social media. Women's rights organisations fear an increase in such incidents after the 
withdrawal of international troops.  

Planned troop withdrawal  
On 14.04.21, US President Joe Biden announced the complete withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan starting 
on 01.05.21. The war had been started 20 years ago to fight Osama bin Laden and al-Quaida and this goal had been 
achieved long ago, he said. At the same time, NATO also announced the withdrawal of all NATO troops from 
Afghanistan over several months from the beginning of May 2021, recognising that there was no military solution 
to the conflict. However, NATO pledged to continue support to the Afghan military. The Afghan government has 
reportedly accepted the decision. On 15.04.21, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken visited Kabul to discuss the 
next steps.  
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Albania 

Ruling party’s database on eligible voters 
In a letter dated 16.04.21, a group of civil society organisations criticised massive data protection violations 
following a report by Lapsi.al news site that Prime Minister Edi Rama's Socialist Party (PS) was in possession of a 
database with entries on 910,000 eligible voters. Apparently, the database was also publicly accessible. It contains, 
among other things, not only information on names, birthdays, addresses, employment, but also on the voting 
behaviour in the past and current voting preferences. In inconsistent statements, the PS has explained that the 
information had been collected over years during door-to-door election campaigns. The opposition accuses the PS 
of stealing data from the e-government website E-Albania. Parliamentary elections are scheduled for 25.04.21, with 
the PS leading according to the polls. 

Algeria 

Demands for release of detainees 
On 16.04.21, thousands of protesters marched again through the streets of Algiers, holding up photos of 23 
detainees who had allegedly been arrested earlier this month. Various sources say that the detainees are on a hunger 
strike. 

New allegations of abuse against police 
A 15-year-old participant of the protest movement stated that he was arrested on 03.04.21 during a rally and was 
abused by the police, also sexually. It is expected that such allegations will be investigated (cf. BN of 15.02.21). 

Deteriorating supply situation 
Due to political and pandemic-related difficulties, food supply is not secure despite statements to the contrary by 
the president. Some basic foodstuffs are difficult to obtain despite subsidies. 

Bangladesh 

Arrests of members of Hefazat-e-Islam 
Media report that over a hundred supporters of the Islamist organisation Hefazat-e-Islam were arrested last week, 
along with several leading personalities. They are accused of inciting violence during the protests in the context of 
the visit of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in March 2021 (cf. BN of 29.03.21) as well as during 
demonstrations in 2013. 

Benin 

Incumbent wins presidential election 
President Patrice Talon won the presidential election of 11.04.21 (cf. BN of 12.04.21) with around 86 percent of the 
votes cast, ahead of his two challengers Alassane Soumanou (11 percent) and Corentin Kohoué (2 percent). Voter 
turnout was around 50 percent. A coalition of civil society groups that sent more than 1,400 election observers 
notes ‘attempts to pressure, intimidate, threaten, corrupt or harass voters’ across the country. Critics accuse Talon 
of obstructing the opposition through an electoral reform and charges before a court responsible for prosecuting 
economic crimes and terrorism (Cour de Répression des Infractions Économiques et du Terrorisme, CRIET). For 
example, on 15.04.21, opposition politician Joël Aïvo was arrested on accusations of money laundering and 
endangering state security. 
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Burkina Faso 

Save the Children: 1.5 million children malnourished 
According to the NGO Save the Children, more than 1.5 million children under the age of five are malnourished, 
which is more than one third of the children in this age group. About 13 million of the country’s inhabitants are 
affected by food shortages, almost the half of them are children. 

Deadly attack 
On 14.04.21, unknown assailants killed eight people in an attack on a patrol of the Volontaires pour la défense de 
la patrie (VDP) in Gorgadji (Sahel region). Two other members of the patrol, who were initially missing, were found 
dead the following day. 

Burundi 

Negotiations to lift EU sanctions  
Media report that the EU and Burundi have started talks to lift sanctions that have been in place since 2015. At the 
time, the EU had imposed sanctions on some Burundian politicians and state officials and frozen the government's 
financial resources. This meant, among other things, that financial support amounting to €432 million could no 
longer be accessed by Burundi. Overall, the EU aid had been a major pillar of Burundi's annual budget, accounting 
for almost 50 percent of the total budget. The reason for the sanctions imposed in 2015 was a political crisis 
triggered by former President Pierre Nkurunziza who was seeking a third term in office, which the opposition 
considered a violation of the peace agreement. The crisis turned violent, resulting in the deaths of about 1,200 
people and 400,000 fleeing the country. Now, Burundi's foreign minister Albert Shingiro has told national media 
that there have already been two talks with a EU representative and other envoys from France, Belgium, Germany 
and the Netherlands. He said he expected further talks in June 2021 and a lift of the sanctions by the end of the 
year. 

Burundi / Tanzania 

Burundian agents search for departed opposition members in Tanzania 
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) last week called on the governments of Tanzania 
and Burundi to respect the rights of refugees and asylum seekers who have fled Burundi. OHCHR cited reports of 
enforced disappearances, torture and forced returns. The UN agency stated that Tanzanian police, in cooperation 
with their own and Burundian secret services, have carried out arbitrary arrests and disappearances. There were 
also reports that Burundian refugees died after being arrested by Tanzanian security forces. 

Chad 

Ethnic clashes leave dozens dead or injured 
On 14.04.21, at least 55 people were killed and over 40 injured in violent clashes between members of the Dagal 
and Feeriks Arabes population groups in several villages around the provincial capital Am-Timan in the south-
eastern region of Salamat. So far, the reason for the violent clashes remains unclear; however, due to resource 
conflicts have frequently led to ethnic tensions between nomads and sedentary farmers in the past. 

China 

Hong Kong: Sentences against Jimmy Lai and other members of the democracy movement 
On 16.04.21, media entrepreneur Jimmy Lai was sentenced to 14 months in prison for participating in protests 
against the Chinese government on 18.08.19 and 31.08.19. Sentences are still pending on six other charges, 
including a violation of the National Security Law in the form of conspiring with foreign forces (cf. BN of 22.02.21). 
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Nine pro-democracy politicians were also sentenced to prison terms ranging from eight to 18 months for 
participating in the above protests: Democratic Party (DP) founder Martin Lee (82), Labour Party deputy leader Lee 
Cheuk-yan (64), his party colleague Cyd Ho (66), activist and former MP "Long Hair" Leung Kwok-hung (65), the 
former DP MPs Albert Ho (69), Yeung Sum (73) and Au Nok-hin (33), former Civic Party MP Margaret Ng (73) and 
Neighbourhood and Worker's Service Centre (NWSC) vice-chair Leung Yiu-chung (67). The sentences imposed on 
Martin Lee, Albert Ho, Yeung Sum, Margaret Ng and Leung Yiu-chung were suspended. 

Hong Kong: Joshua Wong's prison sentence extended 
On 13.04.21, a Hong Kong court imposed a new prison sentence on 24-year-old democracy activist Joshua Wong. 
He is already serving a 13.5-month prison term for inciting and organising an unauthorised assembly in June 2019, 
and has now been given an additional sentence for his participation in an unauthorised demonstration in October 
2019, during which he illegally covered his face. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Presentation of the new government 
On 12.04.21, Prime Minister Jean-Michel Sama Lukonde, who had been appointed by President Félix Chisekedi in 
February 2021, presented the new government, which is apparently composed of loyalists of the president and 
supporters of his reform agenda. Media report that the complete replacement of the government has led to a 
further strengthening of Félix Chisekedi’s presidency, at the same time inhibiting the power and influence of former 
president Joseph Kabila and his supporters. Before the government coalition broke up in December 2020, Kabila’s 
supporters had still held key positions in the government, e.g. in the policy areas of justice and security. The new 
government has been reduced to 57 MPs, of whom 27 percent are women. to Prime Minister Jean-Michel Sama 
Lukonde has announced that the new government’s priorities include improving the security and economic 
situation, health system and justice, infrastructure and electoral reform. 

Renewed violence in the central Kasaï province 
On 16.04.21, UNHCR expressed concern about the resurgence of violence in Kasaï province, which had triggered 
mass internal displacement in the past. UNHCR cited information from local authorities that violent clashes 
between the Luba and Kuba ethnic groups  in Bakwakenge (Kasaï-Central) have displaced  approximately 21,000 
residents 28.03.21, the majority of them women and children. According to the reports provided to UNHCR, the 
most recent clashes have already resulted in an estimated 13 deaths and dozens of injuries; also, some 190 houses 
have been set on fire. In recent years, the security an humanitarian situation had improved, after 1.4 million 
inhabitants had been internally displaced in Kasai Province alone in 2017, and around 25,000 people had sought 
protection in neighbouring Angola, UNHCR reports. 

Gambia 

Violence against women and children 
In a statement of 14.04.21, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), established under the Paris Principles, 
called on the government to take all measures to prevent gender-based violence and violence against children, to 
combat all forms of exploitation and to provide full protection to victims. Law enforcement agencies need to 
effectively enforce the respective laws and ensure that those accused have to account for their offences, the 
commission said. The NHRC expressed its concern about the number of rapes and other cases of gender-based 
violence in the country. Almost every week, such incidents are reported in newspapers and social media. The NHRC 
encouraged all people affected by gender-based violence or violence against children to break the culture of silence 
and report to law enforcement agencies all forms of violence they are subjected to or know about. 
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India 

Amnesty International criticises restrictions on freedom of expression 
In its latest report, AI criticises the increasing restrictions on freedom of expression in India. In 2020, peaceful 
protests were broken up and people critical of the government were silenced, sometimes through arbitrary arrests. 
In addition, violent attacks motivated by the victim’s religion, caste or sex are rarely prosecuted under criminal law. 
The Swedish V-Dem Institute raises similar criticisms in its Democracy Report 2021, noting the intimidation of 
journalists following the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic as a current example of restrictions on freedom of 
expression.  

COVID-19 pandemic: Rising number of cases in metropolitan areas 
India reports a further increase in newly registered Corona cases. Most recently, a significant increase in new 
infections has been recorded in New Delhi. In response, closures have been ordered there and migrant workers 
have left the capital territory and other metropolises such as Mumbai. Some hospitals have reached their capacity 
limits, and there have been complaints of shortages in the supply of medicines. Restrictions on public life are in 
place in some areas of Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and other states. The measures ordered are 
less strict than those in 2020. 

Iran 

COVID-19 pandemic 
The infection incidence in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic is almost impossible to control. The Iranian 
authorities expect the daily death toll to reach the four digit range in coming weeks. In Tehran and other major 
cities, the health system is facing overload. According to official information, no new patients can be admitted in 
the capital at present. The police chief of Isfahan has announced that the emergency rooms of the local hospitals 
would not accept any more victims of traffic accidents until further notice. Meanwhile, there is growing criticism 
of the government's Corona management and of the national crisis team. Critics accuse the government of lacking 
transparency in its handling of statistics as well as in its communication practice. The vaccination campaign is also 
going slowly. So far, less than one percent of the population has been vaccinated. Nevertheless, health minister 
Said Namaki has called for a joint prayer on the occasion of the Qadr night (Arab. Leila al-Qadr), which takes place 
towards the end of the fasting month of Ramadan in commemoration of the first revelation of the Koran. 

Prison sentences for gamekeepers in Mazanderan 
In the town of Amol (Mazanderan province), a court had sentenced three game wardens to a total of 18 years 
imprisonment and suspension from their posts. The three men had been sued by a poacher after they had shot into 
the tyres of his car and stopped him. The charges were disturbing public order and demonstrating power through 
the use of firearms. Now, the court of appeal now sentenced the three men to three years and two months in prison 
each in the second instance. Half of the prison sentence was suspended and the suspension was limited to one year. 
Iranian foreign media repeatedly report on clashes between park rangers and poachers. On 05.04.21, for example, 
two gamekeepers were shot dead in the protected area of Fileh Khaseh in Zanjan province. 

Prison sentences for participation in protest marches 
Kurdish human rights organisations report that two men were sentenced to eight and four years in prison 
respectively by the Islamic Revolutionary Court in Kermanshah for their participation in protests against fuel price 
increases in November 2019. The charges included acts against national security, cooperating with opposition 
groups, assembling and encouraging participation in protests, and spreading propaganda against the regime. 

Iraq 

Protests 
Again, protest rallies have been held against corruption and government reluctance in many parts of the country. 
In Maysan, unemployed people related to the oil industry blocked a refinery building for several days; in Muthanna, 
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protesters gathered during a visit of Prime Minister Kadhimi. A rally was reported from Shingal by Yazidi returnees 
who protested against poor supply of water and electricity and lacking support for reconstruction. 

Missile and drone attacks 
After a Turkish camp near Bashiqa and a nearby village were hit on 12.04.21 and an explosive-laden drone attacked 
a US base at Erbil airport on 14.04.21, there was a rocket attack on the headquarters of PMU Brigade 30 in Ninawa 
province on 15.04.21. The two previous attacks had been launched from the territory under the control of Brigade 
30. The Brigade has blamed Peshmerga forces for the attack, who however have rejected these accusations. On 
18.04.21, two Katyusha rockets were fired at Kifri town in Diyala province, wounding one individual. Kifri district is 
part of the disputed areas between the authorities in Kurdistan and Baghdad; such incidents had not been reported 
before. 

Suicide attack in Baghdad 
On 15.04.21, a suicide car attack occurred in Sadr City in Baghdad. The attacker himself died, twelve people were 
injured. ISIS militants have claimed responsibility for the attack.  

Israel / Palestinian Territories 

Clashes at the Damascus Gate 
On 18.04.21, Israeli media reported clashes between Israeli police and Palestinians at the East Jerusalem Damascus 
Gate when hundreds of Palestinian protesters gathered and complained about barriers set up by police at the gate's 
forecourt. The square is a popular gathering place, especially during Ramadan. Police has reported previous attacks 
by the protesters, which were responded to. Since the beginning of the fasting month on 13.04.21, similar clashes 
have been occurring every evening, media say. 

Israel: Rise in violent crime among Arab minority 
On the night of 17.04.21, a woman from East Jerusalem was killed in a crossfire of two feuding Arab families. 
According to an Israeli news site, she is already the 33rd homicide victim within Israel's Arab society this year.  
On the night of 15.04.21, two brothers, Arab Israelis, were shot dead in their car from a passing vehicle in the village 
of Tulkarem near the West Bank border. The perpetrator's car also had Israeli licence plates. 
On 12.04.21, a shopkeeper was shot dead by an unidentified individual in her beauty salon in Tira town, after her 
shop had already been shot at a few weeks earlier.  
On 09.04.21, two cousins were shot dead in the northern Israeli village of Deir Al-Asad. Numerous other people, 
including children, were injured in the incidents.  
Within the Arab-Israeli society, a significant increase in violent crime has been evident in recent years. An Israeli 
news site has stated that a total of 96 Arab Israelis died in homicides in 2020. Last year, more than 90 percent of all 
killings by gunfire in Israel took place within Arab-Israeli society. The Israeli police are accused of having remained 
inactive in such cases and thus not having prevented the increase in violence (cf. BN of 22.03.21). 

West Bank: Increase in violence against Palestinian population 
On 14.04.21, the UN issued a press release by its Special Rapporteurs expressing concern about the increase in 
attacks on the Palestinian population by settlers. A total of 771 incidents were recorded in 2020. Within the first 
three months of 2021, 210 cases have already been reported, one of them resulting in death. The Israeli security 
authorities were called upon to protect the Palestinian population and to effectively prosecute and punish crimes. 

Kenya 

Attack on LGBTQ people in refugee camp 
On 13.04.21, UNHCR recommended that security for LGBTQ people in Kakuma refugee camp in northwestern 
Kenya should be increased after the death of an Ugandan refugee in hospital. He was being treated there for burns 
he suffered from an attack on 15.03.21. The perpetrators had reportedly set fire to a group of LGBTQ people 
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sleeping outside, injuring several others as well. In recent years, LGBTQ people in the camp have repeatedly 
complained about the insecurity in the camp. 

Kyrgyzstan 

Constitutional referendum 
On 11.04.21, voters went to the polls for local council elections and a constitutional referendum.  
79,36 percent voted in favour of the draft constitution, voter turnout was 37,12 percent. Hence, the new 
constitution enters into force on the day of its publication in the state press organ. At the same time, the country 
will revert back from a parliamentary republic to a presidential republic. In particular, the new constitution expands 
the President's scope of action and powers. In addition to the power to submit draft laws to parliament, the 
President will now have the right to call referendums on his own initiative. The new constitution also provides for 
the creation of a new people's representative council at the national level, which is to assume a consultative and 
observing function and ties in in with ideas of a traditional form of local power mediation. The number of 
parliamentary mandates of the national parliament, on the other hand, was reduced from 120 to 90. The new 
constitution also provides that events running counter to ‘moral and ethnic values and the public consciousness of 
the people’ can be banned by law. Human rights organisations have criticised both the content and the 
implementation of the constitutional revision procedure. Concerns have been expressed in particular about the 
strengthened role of the president compared to parliament and about a possible facilitation of state censorship. 

Mali 

Former rebel leader killed 
On 13.04.21, Sidi Brahim Ould Sidati, former leader of a Tuareg-led rebel alliance from the north of the country 
and president of the association Coordination des mouvements de l'Azawad (CMA), fell victim to an attack. Media 
report that the assassins shot Sidati as he was outside his house in the capital Bamako. He was taken to hospital 
but succumbed to his injuries there. Apparently, the attackers have not yet been officially identified. 

Interim government sets date for presidential and parliamentary elections 
On 15.04.21, the current Minister of Administration, Abdoulaye Maïga, told media representatives in the capital 
Bamako that presidential and parliamentary elections would be held on 27.02.22, 13.03.22 and 20.03.22. Since the 
military coup in August 2020, in which the then President Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta was arrested and the government 
forced to resign, a transitional government has been in power in Mali. 

Morocco 

Polisario commander killed 
According to media reports, the Moroccan Royal Armed Forces killed a high-ranking Polisario commander and 
injured several members in the buffer zone in the border region with Algeria and Mauritania on 12.04.21. Already 
on 07.04.21, the armed forces appear to have targeted and killed the head of the Polisario gendarmerie with a 
missile or drone.  
Since November 2020, the Polisario SPS news agency and the Algerian APS have been reporting Polisario attacks 
on the Western Sahara Wall and losses on the Moroccan side, but these have remained unconfirmed by the latter. 
On 13.11.20, the Moroccan armed forces dissolved a Polisario blockade in the border area with Mauritania and 
established a security corridor for the movement of goods and people (cf. BN v. 16.11.20 and 15.03.21). 
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Myanmar 

More deaths during New Year celebration 
On 12.04.21, security forces tortured to death a man who had been keeping vigil in his residential area in Insein 
Township in Yangon (Rangoon). 
Junta forces are reported to have suffered heavy casualties in fighting over the Alaw Bum hill base between the 
Myanmar Army (Tatmadaw) and the Kachin Independent Army (KIA) in Laiza, Kachin State. On 25.03.21, the KIA 
had captured the base near the Chinese border, which had been in Tatmadaw hands since 1987. Three civilians 
were also killed in the clashes. On 14.04.21, KIA spokesperson Colonel Naw Bu stated an entire Tatmadaw infantry 
battalion was defeated. 
On 13.04.21, opponents of the military government called for a boycott of the Thingyan Buddhist New Year 
celebrations, which this year ran from 13 to 16 April and were marked by daily protests. 
In Tamu (Sagaing province), security forces shot dead a Gurkha minority couple delivering milk on a motorbike on 
13.04.21. In Taungdwingyi Township (Magwe province), thousands fled a military crackdown on three villages, 
when soldiers fired shots and destroyed the homes of members of the protest movement. In Myitnge (Mandalay 
province), security forces reportedly shot dead two men who tried to prevent the arrest of a striker. Another report 
said that five people were killed. In Yangon, the military shot a man waiting for a bus during a traffic check. 
On 14.04.21, another person was shot dead in Myitnge. Two people died from gunshots in Myingyan Township, 
Mandalay Province. 
Six locals were killed in an exchange of fire between the military and a civilian security team in Kani Municipality 
(Sagaing province) on 15.04.21. The security team reportedly tried to prevent the removal of 70 arrested protesters. 
On the same day, security forces in Monywa arrested prominent Muslim protest leader Wai Moe Naing. Also 
arrested were Solitary Trade Union of Myanmar (STUM) director Myo Aye, actor Zin Wine and singer Po Po Heather. 
16 people were arrested during the dispersal of a protest march by medical workers in Mandalay. A man died in 
gunfire in a nearby residential area. In an attack on a mosque in Maha Aungmyay Township in Mandalay, security 
forces shot dead a sleeping man and arrested at least five people, including three children, who had also been 
sleeping in the mosque. Two more people were killed in Myingyan. 
On 17.04.21, security forces shot dead at least three men during a demonstration in Mogok (Mandalay province). 
In Kani, two more people were killed as a result of a shooting and an arrest. Three soldiers were injured in a series 
of explosions in Yangon. 
Also on 17.04.21, the military leadership released more than 23,000 prisoners in occasion of the beginning of the 
New Year according to the Buddhist calendar. The spokesperson of the prison authority informed that most of 
those released had been detained before the military coup of 01.02.21. It remained unclear whether any of released 
had participated in the protest movement. By 16.04.21, the military increased the number of arrest warrants against 
prominent supporters of the protest movement to a total of 380. The human rights organisation Assistance 
Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) has stated that currently 3,229 people associated with the protests are in 
detention. The number of people killed by the military since the coup of 01.02.21 has risen to 737. 

New criminal charge against Aung San Suu Kyi 
On 12.04.21, ousted government leader Aung San Suu Kyi was charged with another violation of the Civil Protection 
Law: At a meeting with party members in August 2020, she had allegedly disregarded a ban on assembly under the 
Corona restrictions. With this, Suu Kyi now faces charges not only of violating the Disaster Management Law on 
two counts, as well as the Import-Export Law and the Communications Law, but also of inciting sedition and 
corruption. If convicted on all six charges, she faces up to 26 years in prison.  

Underground shadow government formed 
On 16.04.21, members of the ousted government, leaders of the protest movement and representatives of ethnic 
minorities from the underground issued a statement proclaiming the formation of a shadow government  called 
the National Unity Government. Mahn Win Khaing Than, an ethnic Karen and a Christian, is to take over as prime 
minister. Aung San Suu Kyi is to continue as state counsellor, and also ousted President Win Myint is to remain in 
office. The 26-member cabinet, with eight female members, includes 13 ethnic nationalities. The aim of the 
government, which hopes for international recognition and support from abroad in the fight against the junta, is to 
establish a federal democratic union. 
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Niger 

New deadly attack in border region 
19 people were killed in an attack launched on 17.04.21 on the village of Gaïgorou in the Tillabéri region, not far 
from the borders with Mali and Burkina Faso. The governor of the region Ibrahim Tidjani Kachtiala told media 
professionals that the attackers, believed to be from Mali, had surrounded the village before the deadly attack. 
Several people had already been killed in the border regions of Tillabéri and Tahoua in recent weeks (cf. BN of 
29.03.21). 

Nigeria 

Boko Haram exit programme: success and potential for improvement 
A report published on 19.03.21 by the International Crisis Group (ICG) describes the concept and successes to date 
of Nigeria's state-run Boko Haram exit programme Operation Safe Corridor. The report also highlights the 
remaining difficulties and shortcomings of the programme established in 2016. The purpose of Operation Safe 
Corridor is to enable defectors to be reintegrated back into civil society. The main target group is jihadist recruits 
from JAS AND ISWAP, Boko Haram’s two main factions. Graduates of the programme particularly appreciate the 
literacy classes, psychosocial support and the various educational opportunities, including handicraft training. 
However, too many people who have never belonged to jihadist groups are currently reaping the benefits of the 
programme. Only a fraction of the 920 people admitted so far into the programme belong to the actual main target 
group. This affects the credibility of the programme in the eyes of the public. Moreover, critics argue that Operation 
Safe Corridor amounts to amnesty for terrorists. In its report, the ICG also criticises the fact that the exit programme 
includes detention under harsh conditions, in some cases for a lengthy period of time. 

Further attacks against the town of Damasak 
The attack on the town of Damasak in Borno State on 10.04.21 (cf. BN of 12.04.21) was reportedly followed by two 
more attacks. According to UNHCR information dated 16.04.21, the most recent attack occurred on 14.04.21. As a 
result of the series of attacks, up to 80 percent of town’s inhabitants are said to have left the town. Approximately 
65,000 people have moved to Maiduguri, capital of Borno State, to the neighbouring state of Yobe and to the 
neighbouring country of Niger. Apparently, the attackers looted and burnt down private homes, camps of several 
humanitarian organisations, a police station, a clinic and a UNHCR relief centre. Eight people were killed and twelve 
others injured. Media cite information from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
saying that in the course of the attacks, there were clashes between the attackers and Nigerian security forces. 
There are also reports that members of the Boko Haram splinter group Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) 
are responsible for the attacks on Damasak. According to UNHCR, the violence of recent years has displaced a total 
of 3.3 million people in the Lake Chad region. 

North Macedonia 

Former intelligence chief receives new prison sentence for procurement fraud 
According to recent media reports, the former head of the secret police of Northern Macedonia Saso Mijalkov has 
been sentenced to eight years in prison for abuse of office in a first instance verdict by a criminal court in Skopje. 
The court found him guilty of having derived personal material benefit from the handling of a procurement contract 
for surveillance equipment intended for the secret service while he was in office under the government of former 
prime minister (and his cousin) Nikola Gruevski. The court established that between 2010 and 2012, Mijalkov and 
other former state officials who were also convicted in the case had purchased technical equipment from a British 
company via an intermediary company from Skopje, although direct purchase would have been possible and also 
cheaper. At the time of the purchase the intermediary company, originally founded by an offshore company in the 
United States, had no employees and was owned by businessman Orce Kamchev who is also currently in prison. 
This is the second prison sentence for Mijalkov, who had already been sentenced to 12 years in February 2021 in 
another first-instance trial for illegally wiretapping thousands of people between 2008 and 2015. 
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Pakistan 

Amnesty International on the human rights situation 
In its latest report, AI criticises repressive measures against the media, civil society and political opposition, which 
extend to kidnappings suspected to be carried out by the Pakistani secret service. In addition, the COVID-19 
pandemic is posing new challenges to the economic and social situation in the country. The crackdown on health 
workers is highlighted in this context. After peaceful protests over conditions in hospitals, several dozen people 
were temporarily detained for several hours: on 06.04.20 alone, about 50 people were detained after peaceful 
protests in Quetta (Balochistan). This group of people was also subjected to violent attacks at their workplace. 
Furthermore, the AI report notes the persecution of religious minorities under the blasphemy laws, as well as 
violent attacks committed by non-state actors for religious motives or because of gender; often, these acts are not 
prosecuted under criminal law. 

Mass protests after arrest of TLP leader; ban on TLP 
Since 12.04.21, multi-day nationwide protests have broken out following the arrest of the leader of the 
fundamentalist Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) Saaed Rizvi, son of the party's founder Khadim Hussain Rizvi who 
had died in November 2020. Thousands of TPL supporters, known for promoting blasphemy legislation in the 
country, have demonstrated in major cities to press their demand for the expulsion of the French ambassador and 
for an import ban on French goods. The protests were preceded by French President Macron's perceived 
Islamophobic position in response to the beheading of a teacher near Paris in November 2020 and his statements 
in defence of freedom of expression and the right to display caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Violent clashes with security forces occurred in many places. By 14.04.21, two security forces and at least three 
other people were reportedly killed and several hundred injured. The interior minister stated that the government 
intends to ban the TLP under the anti-terror law. On 16.04.21, the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) 
blocked access to all social networking sites for several hours to maintain public security and order, aiming at 
preventing new TLP incitement and propaganda spreading over the internet. On 18.04.21, there was further rioting 
in Lahore (Punjab), where TLP supporters stormed a police station and took hostage half a dozen security personnel. 

Relative of female PTM activist released on bail 
On 12.04.21, a court in Peshawar (Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa) released on bail the father of prominent human rights 
activist Gulalai Ismail, who was arrested on terrorism charges in February 2021. She herself had fled to the USA in 
2019 and is a member of the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM). 
The PTM movement’s primary aim is the clarification of human rights violations committed against Pashtuns by 
the military in connection with the fight against terrorism, mainly in the area along the Afghan border. However, 
criticism of the influential military is a sensitive issue sensitive in Pakistan. It is not uncommon for members of the 
PTM to be accused of financing terrorism and supporting the Pakistani Taliban (Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, TTP). 

Shiite killed over blasphemy allegations 
On 24.03.21, a Shia religious scholar was killed in the open by an orthodox Muslim in Jhang district (Punjab) for 
allegedly insulting the Prophet. Police stated that a case of blasphemy had been pending against the victim since 
2019. 

Ahmadiyya community centre in Muzaffargarh destroyed 
The Ahmadiyya Community has issued a press release stating that on 11.04.21, one of its community houses was 
destroyed by a crowd in Muzaffargarh near Multan, in the south of Punjab province. A month earlier, another house 
had been desecrated in the north of the province in Gujranwala district (cf. BN of 22.03.21). 

Republic of the Congo 

Two activists indicted 
In a joint statement released on 18.04.21, several human rights organisations condemned the indictment before 
the Tribunal de Grande Instance in Brazzaville of the leading Congolese human rights activist Dr Alexandre Ibacka 



11 

Dzabana (cf. BN of 15.03.21) and Chris Dongui of the civil movement "Ras le bol" on charges of endangering state 
security. The activists, who were arrested in March 2021, are isolated from the outside world and have not been 
able to contact their lawyers, the organisations said. 

Russian Federation 

Navalny's health worsens 
Apparently, the state of health of imprisoned opposition member Alexei Navalny has deteriorated significantly. His 
doctor says that he is in a critical condition. Around three weeks ago, Navalny went on hunger strike demanding 
adequate medical care and that his . He wants to achieve that he is granted adequate medical care and that his 
personal doctors are allowed to see him in the prison camp. On 17.04.21, his doctor Anastasia Vasilyeva and three 
of her colleagues including a cardiologist demanded access to the detainee. Due to sharply elevated potassium 
levels, the 44-year-old was immediately threatened with impaired kidney function as well as serious heart rhythm 
disturbances with the risk of cardiac arrest, they explained.  
In view of Alexei Navalny's critical state of health, his supporters have called for new protests in the country on the 
evening of 21.04.21. This is the day when President Putin is due to deliver his annual state of the nation address. 
Navalny`s  confidant Leonid Volkov has stated that the issue was no longer Navalny's freedom, but his life. In 
January and February 2021, more than 11,000 people were arrested during nationwide solidarity protests for 
Navalny. 

Serbia 

Attack on journalist 
Press reports say that on 16.04.21, radio journalist Daško Milinović was attacked by two men in Novi Sad when on 
the way to his office. Milinović is co-host of the satirical podcast ‘Alarm with Daško and Mlađa’. The individual 
behind the attack and one of the two assailants have meanwhile been detained. The investigating authorities have 
informed that an induvial from Belgrade paid the two perpetrators to carry out the attack; no concrete information 
was given on the identity of those involved. 

Somalia 

Extension of government mandate 
On 12.04.21, the Somali lower house and President Farmajo extended the President's mandate by two years. The 
national elections, originally scheduled for February 2021, had been delayed because no consensus was reached on 
the electoral process. The Senate, the opposition, the local governments in Puntland and Jubaland as well as 
international players have criticised the move. Observers warn of a political crisis and further destabilisation of the 
country as well as of possible international sanctions. 

Assault 
On 14.04.21, a minibus drove over a landmine on a road between Mogadishu and Balcad in the Middle Shabelle 
region. There were civilian fatalities and injuries. There are different reports on the number of victims, ranging from 
14 to 17 dead. No one has claimed responsibility for the attack.  

Sri Lanka 

Ban on Islamist organisations 
Media report that one week before the anniversary of the 2019 Islamist Easter attacks, the government banned 11 
Islamist organisations, namely al-Qaida, ISIS and nine local organisations. The attacks on 21.04.19 had left over 
270 people dead and hundreds injured. Antipathy towards Muslims has intensified since the terrorist attacks, and 
human rights organisations speak of increasing marginalisation and discrimination against the Muslim minority in 



12 

the country. In recent weeks, the government has introduced plans to close the madrasas and ban the wearing of 
the burqa, which have met with international criticism. Since the beginning of March 2021, Islamic books need to 
pass an approval process by the defence ministry before being imported into the country. 

Sudan 

Fighting in the West Darfur region 
Several media have reported that on the weekend of 03.04. and 04.04.21.,violent clashes between the Arab tribe of 
Rizeigat and the non-Arab tribe of Massalit have left 144 people dead and another 230 wounded, with the numbers 
of casualties most recently increasing and also varying. The clashes are related to conflicts between the two groups 
that began in January 2021 in the town of Al Geneina in West Darfur and have claimed hundreds of victims.  
In the course of the fighting, there were also attacks on humanitarian facilities and civilians, including women and 
children. Also, a camp for displaced people burnt down completely, and thousands of people fled the place. To 
contain the situation, the Security and Defence Council declared a state of emergency, and army units were sent to 
Al Geneina. However, another incident occurred on 07.04.21 when armed individuals opened fire on vehicles 
carrying medical personnel to a UN facility in Al Geneina. No one was injured. As a consequence of these incidents, 
the UN suspended all activities in Al Geneina. This decision will probably affect more than 700,000 people. The 
spokesperson of the UN Human Rights Office criticised that the intervention of the Sudanese government and the 
deployment of military units was too late and too slow. She further criticised that security forces, who were on site 
in Al Geneina did not manage to end the clashes in a timely manner. 
The most recent media reports say that due to the fighting, 1,860 people have been forced to leave their homes 
and escape to neighbouring Chad. According to UN estimates, about 5,000 people have fled the region since January 
due to the insecure situation. The people who have escaped to Chad are only 200 metres from the border with 
Sudan, and thus with the West Darfur region, and are currently living in very poor conditions. Given the lack of 
water and food, as well as the possibility to implement appropriate measures regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, 
UNHCR staff are increasingly looking for a way to relocate these people. 

Syria 

Presidential election date set 
On 18.04.21 Syria's parliament speaker announced that the presidential elections scheduled to take place on 
26.05.21. Syrians in exile will be able to vote on 20.05.21. 
Observers believe that President Assad is expected to be elected to a fourth term of another seven years. Should 
opposing candidates be fielded, their candidacy would be of a purely symbolic nature. 

Syrian pound devalued again 
On 15.04.21, the Syrian Central Bank set the value of the national currency SYP at a rate of 2.512 to one USD. In 
June 2020, the rate had last been set at 1,256:1. At the beginning of the Syrian conflict, one USD was still trading 
for SYP 47. The Syrian pound has been hit hard by war, corruption and Western sanctions, and most recently also 
by the financial crisis and the economic collapse in neighbouring Lebanon. The Syrian society is believed to still be 
holding billions of USD in Lebanese banks, which, however, have been frozen there since the end of 2019 in order 
to stop capital flight. 
The average income in Syria is currently around 90,000 SYP or 29 USD per month. 
On 13.04.21, President Assad dismissed central bank governor Hazem Qarfoul, who had held the post since late 
2018. 

COVID-19 pandemic in SDF areas 
The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) imposed a ten-day curfew on the areas under their control in the 
north-east of the country from 13.04.21. In recent weeks, there has been a sharp increase in the number of 
infections. In addition to the curfew, all border crossings to the areas under the control of the central government 
in Damascus were closed. The areas under SDF control are home to about five million people and recorded 201 
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new cases of infection and six people who died in connection with COVID-19 on 12.04.21 alone. Since the outbreak 
of the pandemic, 12,437 cases of infection and 428 deaths were recorded by then. 

Tajikistan 

Prison sentences against 117 suspected Muslim Brothers 
On 09.04.21, the Supreme Court announced the sentencing of 117 suspected Muslim Brothers to prison terms 
ranging from five to 23 years. The sentences are related to charges of membership in the Muslim Brotherhood 
which had been banned in the country as an extremist organisation in 2006. President Rahmon has accused the 
Brotherhood of striving to establish an Islamic state in Tajikistan. 

Turkey 

COVID-19 measures tightened 
On 13.04.21, Turkey tightened Corona restrictions for the next two weeks in light of infection rates reaching m ore 
than 60,000 cases a day for the first time. The night curfew during the week now starts two hours earlier at 7pm, 
and restaurants and cafes, which were partially able to reopen last month, are now only allowed to offer takeaway 
service. Weekend lockdowns also apply to large parts of the country. People over 65years and those under 18 years 
of age are no longer allowed to use public transport. Also, travel between cities is now only allowed in special 
situations. With the exception of kindergartens and school grades 8 and 12, all students are to move to online 
education. Turkey is currently in the middle of a third wave. Istanbul has been hit particularly hard, with about 800 
cases per 100,000 inhabitants reported last week. In the capital Ankara, the seven-day incidence was around 420 
cases. 

HDP ban proceedings 
Media report that on 31.03.21, the Turkish Constitutional Court unanimously referred back to the Supreme Court 
the indictment against the pro-Kurdish opposition party HDP due to formal defects and gaps in the line of argument 
(cf. BN of 22.03.21). Now, The Chief Public Prosecutor's Office will need to revise the indictment and resubmit it to 
the Constitutional Court; no deadline has been set for this procedure. 

Fight against terrorist financing 
Media reports say that on 04.04.21, a 12-page list with 377 names of individuals whose assets have been frozen in 
Turkey was published in the Turkish Official Gazette (Resmî Gazete) with reference to the law on the prevention of 
Terrorist financing. Apparently, the list includes 205 FETÖ members, 86 ISIS members, 64 PKK members and nine 
DHKP-C members. 

Ahmet Altan released 
On 14.04.21, the Turkish Court of Cassation ordered the release of prominent writer and journalist Ahmet Altan 
from Silivri Prison in Istanbul after more than four and a half years in prison. He had been detained on charges of 
involvement in the 2016 coup attempt and sentenced to ten and a half years in prison for supporting an armed 
terrorist organisation. One of the reasons given for the lifting of the detention was the time he had already served 
in prison. Altan has always denied involvement in the attempted coup. The lifting of his prison sentence came one 
day after the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) reprimanded Turkey for his imprisonment. The ECHR saw 
no evidence for the crimes Altan was charged with. Reportedly, Turkey is now to pay compensation. 

Retired admirals released from custody 
In connection with the declaration on the Treaty of Montreux signed by 104 retired admirals, those arrested on 
05.04.21 (cf. BN of 12.0421) were set free on conditional release on 13.04.21. However, on 16.04.21, six more retired 
admirals and a retired general were summoned by the public prosecutor's office in Ankara; their residences were 
raided and electronic material was confiscated. 
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Ukraine 

Ukraine conflict remains tense 
Following reports of Russian troop concentrations near the Ukrainian border and on the Crimean peninsula, the 
security situation in the Ukraine conflict remains volatile (cf. BN of 12.04.21). On 16.04.21, Germany, France and 
Ukraine called on the Russian Federation to de-escalate the situation. On 17.04.21, Ukraine expelled a Russian 
diplomat working in Kiev after a Ukrainian consul in St. Petersburg had been temporarily detained and expelled 
from the country by the Russian domestic intelligence service FSB on suspicion of espionage. Also on 17.04.21, the 
Russian Federation sent 15 warships to the Black Sea for a military manoeuvre. One day before, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Selenskyi had signalled willingness to communicate with Russian President Vladimir Putin, reiterating 
his demand for a NATO and EU accession perspective for Ukraine. 
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