
1 

 

Briefing Notes 
Group 62 – Information Centre for Asylum and Migration 

26 April 2021 

Afghanistan 

Food security 
On 20.04.21, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) reported that 13.1 million 
people in Afghanistan are suffering from food shortages due to one of the worst droughts in the last ten years. The 
provinces of Herat, Badghis, Farah, Nimroz, Jawzjan and Sar-e Pul are particularly affected by the drought. Water 
is also expected to become scarce in some parts of the country. The poverty rate for 2020 was 47.1 percent. 

Attacks and civilian victims 
On 26.04.21, five civilians were injured in a rocket attack on the Kunar provincial governor's building in the town of 
Asadabad. On 25.04.21, it was reported that a total of twelve civilians were killed and three injured in two separate 
attacks in Maidan Wardak province. On 24.04.21, three civilians were killed in a bomb attack in Ghazni province; 
four civilians were killed and three others injured in an explosion in Kandahar province. In Kabul, a government 
employee and a university lecturer were shot dead in two separate incidents. On 21.04.21, five people were killed 
and three injured in Taliban attacks in Ghor and Parwan province, among them three students and a government 
employee. On 20.04.21, the Taliban reportedly had three civilians flogged in Herat province for eating during the 
month of Ramadan. Also on 20.04.21, a total of 28 civilians were reportedly freed from Taliban prisons in Helmand 
province by a special unit. 

COVID-19 pandemic 
On 25.04.21, the Afghan government announced its plans to vaccinate 60 percent of the population against COVID-
19, to be realised thanks to financial support from the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank. On 22.04.21, 
the Afghan health ministry reported an increase by 70 percent of positive cases compared to the previous month. 

Algeria 

Islamic scholar sentenced for alleged blasphemy 
On 22.04.21, the Islamic scholar Said Djabelkhir was sentenced to three years in prison for having questioned the 
validity of some hadiths (sayings and actions) attributed to the Prophet Muhammad. The Algerian penal code 
provides for a prison sentence of three to five years for denigrating or insulting Islam and its representations.  
The verdict was criticised by human rights organisations. Djabelkhir has already announced to challenge the 
judgment. 
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Angola 

Broadcasting of TV channels suspended 
Media report that on 20.04.21, the ministry of telecommunications, information technologies and social 
communications (MINTTICS) issued a decision, to become effective the following day, to suspend three private 
television channels until further notice. According to the decision, the channels Zap Viva and Vida TV, which are 
each run by daughters of former President dos Santos, need to register their activities in accordance with the law. 
Also affected by the decision is Record TV África, which belongs to the Pentecostal Universal Church of the 
Kingdom of God (IURD) and is owned by Brazilian entrepreneur Edir Macedo; the channel is not run by an Angolan 
national, but by a Brazilian citizen, which is contrary to the regulations. Apparently, the MINTTICS decision also 
entails the suspension of provisional registration of newspapers, magazines, websites and radio stations found to 
have violated the rules. 
Media report that the journalists' association Sindicato dos Jornalistas Angolanos has expressed its reservations 
about the decision and questioned the timing, as the three channels had been active for some time. The measure 
was taken against the background of an already existing (extensive) state monopoly in the field of television, the 
association stated. 
There had been conflicts between the IURD and the authorities before. On 06.04.21, the migration authorities 
reportedly ordered seven Brazilian priests to leave the country together with their families within 15 days. In August 
2020, the Attorney General's Office had ordered the closure of IURD churches on charges including tax evasion, 
breach of trust and money laundering. Record TV África had broadcast several reports critical of the government. 

Armenia 

Prime Minister resigns 
As he had announced in March 2021, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan resigned on 25.04.21. He will remain in office 
as acting PM until the early parliamentary elections scheduled to be held on 20.06.21. In order to dissolve the 
Armenian parliament, the Prime Minister needs to resign. Pashinyan intends to run for office again on 20.06.21. The 
new elections are intended to lead the country out of a domestic political crisis. Since the warlike conflict over 
Nagorno-Karabakh ended on 09.11.20, Pashinyan has been under considerable domestic pressure. Many Armenians 
hold him responsible for the massive territorial losses in the war against Azerbaijan and have repeatedly demanded 
his resignation in ongoing protests. 

Central African Republic 

MINUSCA: Mandate of electoral assistance 
The date for the next round of elections to the National Assembly (cf. BN of 11.01.21 and 22.03.21) has been set for 
23.05.21. After the Constitutional Court announced the final results of the voting round of 14.03.21, there is a 
remainder of 49 of a total of 140 mandates to be filled. In accordance with its mandate, the UN Multidimensional 
Integrated Sabilization Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA, French: Mission multidimensionnelle 
intégrée des Nations Unies pour la stabilisation en République centrafricaine) has announced to provide technical 
and logistical assistance and security for the election process (cf. BN of 29.03.21). In the corresponding press release 
of 21.04.21, the UN mission also informed about a joint mission of MINUSCA and local authorities near the eastern 
town of Zémio close to the border with DR Congo, to start negotiations with a leading representative of the armed 
group Lord's Resistance Army (LRA, French: Armée de Libération du Seigneur) about the release of children by the 
LRA. 

2,000 flee north to Chad 
A UNHCR spokesperson said on 20.04.21 that in the previous week, more than 2,000 people had fled to Chad from 
the Kago-Bandoro region near the border following clashes between rebel groups and advancing government 
troops. New arrivals in Chad reported pillaging, extortion and other acts of violence at the hands of rebel groups, 
UNHCR said. Chad is currently hosting 11,000 Central African refugees, out of a total of 117,000 who have fled to 



3 

neighbouring countries (cf. BN of 01.02.21). UNHCR notes with regret to have at its disposal only 12 percent of the 
funding needed to tackle displacement in and from the country. 

Chad 

President Déby killed during frontline visit shortly after re-election 
Military sources state that long-time President Idriss Déby died of a gunshot wound on 19.04.21 when visiting the 
front in the north of the country. Only shortly before, the electoral commission had confirmed his re-election as 
president in the elections of 11.04.21. Since mid-April 2021, the army has been engaged in fights with the rebel 
group Front pour l'alternance et la concorde au Tchad (Front for Change and Concord in Chad, FACT), which is 
based on the Libyan-Chadian border, after the rebels had attacked a border post and tried to advance toward the 
capital. 
In addition to Déby's death, a military spokesperson announced on 20.04.21 the dissolution of parliament and 
government and hence the installation of an 18-month transitional military government led by Mahamat Idriss 
Déby, son of the late president. The political opposition, the FACT and also parts of the armed forces have 
condemned the appointment of Déby's son as a coup d'état. 

China 

Xinjiang: Verdict against Uyghur author 
The well-known Uyghur author Ahtam Omer, who has been held in prison since 12.03.17, was sentenced to a term 
of imprisonment of 20 years. He had been arrested for sending his nephew to study in Egypt and supporting him 
financially during his studies. In the summer of 2020, one of Omer's works was classified as separatist by Chinese 
authorities and fell victim to a book-burning campaign. The author was reportedly convicted for illegal religious 
activities and participation in illegal gatherings. Omer's nephew was reportedly sentenced to 13 years in prison after 
returning to China. 

Colombia 

Fighting in the Department of Cauca 
Media report that on 17.04.21, fighting broke out between the army and dissident FARC guerrillas in the 
municipality of Argelia. In the clashes, 14 rebels and one soldier lost their lives. At least three civilians were seriously 
injured by landmines when they fled the fighting area. 

Increase in targeted killings 
In the period from 01.01.21 to 13.04.21, a total of 102 people fell victim to targeted killings in eleven departments, 
the NGO Indepaz says. This is an increase of one third compared to the same period last year. The regions of Cauca, 
Antioquia, Valle de Cauca and Nariño are particularly affected. The violence emanates from various armed groups 
competing for land control and revenues from drug trafficking, smuggling and illegal mining. 

Côte d'Ivoire 

Raid on military base repelled 
In the night to 21.04.21, three assailants were killed and two wounded in an attack on a military base north of the 
economic metropolis of Abidjan, media report citing information from the Ivorian army. Initially, the motive and 
identity of the armed attackers have remained unclear. Three weeks before the incident, at least six people had 
been killed in attacks on defence and security forces in the north of the country near the border with Burkina Faso 
(cf. BN of 12.04.21). 
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DR Congo 

Press Freedom Index: DR Congo remains in the red zone 
With the change of government at the end of 2018, press freedom has so far only improved by a total of five 
positions in the Press Freedom Index, even under the presidency of Félix Tshisekedi. Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) has already painted a critical picture of the press freedom situation for 2021 (cf. BN of 01.03.21). 

Ethiopia 

Ethnic violence leaves dozens dead 
According to a government official‘s statement dated 23.04.21, at least 100 people have died and over 100,000 have 
been displaced as a result of ethnic violence in Amhara Regional State. The town of Ataye (North Shoa Zone) has 
been completely destroyed in fights between local security forces and a group of armed attackers, the official said. 
Ethiopian media blame the violence on the OLF-Shane, an armed splinter group of the Oromo Liberation Front. 
However, the group denies any involvement. In order to stabilise the situation, the Ethiopian defence ministry has 
declared a state of emergency for the North Shoa, South Wollo and Oromo (Zone 5) zones, which are mostly 
inhabited by ethnic Oromo; also, the ministry has placed the region under military command. 
Violent clashes are also reported in the regional state of Benishangul-Gumuz. The Ethiopian Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) informed on 19.04.21 that armed militias took almost complete control of the Woreda Sedal 
region (Kamashi zone) on the border with Sudan. Eyewitnesses report civilian casualties, abductions of public 
servants and looting. Security forces have been deployed to reinforce the local police.  

UN Security Council concerned about situation in Tigray 
In a statement published on 22.04.21, the UN Security Council called for unhindered access for aid organisations 
to the conflict region of Tigray. Approximately 4.5 million people in the region are in need of assistance. The Security 
Council is also ‘deeply concerned’ by reports of war crimes and sexual violence against women and girls, for which 
the Eritrean military has been held responsible. Although Eritrea had announced the withdrawal of its troops (cf. 
BN of 29.03.21), this has apparently not been implemented yet. The fighting also seems to be continuing at the 
moment. UNICEF warns that there is no ‘end in sight’ for the conflict in Tigray. 

Gambia 

Situation of press freedom almost unchanged 
The annual press freedom report of Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has ranked The Gambia 85th out of 180 
countries in 2021. Since 2017, Gambia has thus moved up 58 positions in the Press Freedom Index (2017: 143rd 
place). Restrictive media legislation dating back to the era of President Yayah Jammeh is still effective in parts. RSF 
continues to point out violations of the constitutionally guaranteed press freedom for the reporting year 2020. 
Three journalists with links to the now banned civil society protest demonstration "3 Years Jotna" had been 
temporarily arrested at the beginning of 2020 on charges of inciting sedition; they have since been acquitted of all 
charges, RSF said. Also, the (two) media houses of these journalists, which according to RSF had been temporarily 
closed in early 2020, are also fully operational again.  

India 

COVID-19 pandemic: number of cases remains high 
On 25.04.21, India recorded a peak in new Corona infections in one day. Hospitals lack beds, antiviral drugs and 
medical oxygen. The seven-day incidence rate is nevertheless comparatively moderate. International aid has been 
offered by several countries. Expressions of solidarity have also come from Pakistan, with the promise to deliver 
medical supplies. 
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India / Pakistan 

Willingness to continue talks in the Kashmir conflict 
Pakistan has signalled basic willingness to continue dialogues on the Kashmir dispute if India agrees to ease living 
conditions in Jammu and Kashmir. Negotiations had been stalled in 2019 after India deployed troops to the area, 
imposed curfews and lifted special status, among other measures. 

Iran 

Amnesty International (AI)reports at least 246 executions in 2020 
AI's annual report notes that Iran carried out the most death sentences in 2020, with at least 246 known executions 
(including nine women). The number of executions is declining worldwide, and some countries have suspended 
executions due to Covid-19. Iran, however, recorded only five executions less than in the previous year, AI says. 

Press freedom 
In the Reporters Without Borders (RSF) Global Press Freedom Index 2021, Iran is ranked 174 out of 180 countries 
(2020: 173). RSF notes systematic attempts to control information and restrictions on press freedom, especially in 
the context of reporting on the COVID-19 pandemic. Threats, arrests, criminal trials and imprisonment sentences 
against journalists have continued to increase. 

Iraq 

Demonstrations and clinic fire 
Demonstrations have continued in large parts of the country against corruption and hesitant government action. 
In the night to 25.04.21, a major fire broke out in Baghdad’s Ibn Khatib Hospital, which provides medical care for a 
significant number of COVID patients. As things stand, at least 82 people were killed and 110 injured. According to 
initial findings, the fire was caused by improper storage of oxygen cylinders and accelerated by significant 
construction defects. The incident gave considerable impetus to protests across the country. The following day, 
demonstrations were reported in Baghdad, Dhi Qar, Wasit, Babil, Karbala, Najaf, Muthanna and Basra provinces. 
The security forces behaved with restraint. There were immediate calls for the resignation of health minister Hassan 
al-Tamimi. On 25.04.21, Prime Minister Kadhimi ordered al-Tamimi's suspension; also, the health minister of 
Baghdad province and the head of the health department of Baghdad's Rusafa district were dismissed from office. 
Analysts fear a significant potential for escalation in the protests, which might once again be supported by large 
sections of the population who were previously generally loyal to the government. 

Reflections on IDPs 
On 22.04.21, the minister of migration and internally displaced people, Evan Faeq Yakoub Jabro (a female Chaldean 
Christian), for the first time made comments on allowing families in the two remaining IDP camps outside KR-I to 
resettle in other parts of Iraq outside their home region. Over the last year, the Iraqi government had closed almost 
all IDP camps in central Iraq, which is seen by human rights groups and international observers as an attempt to 
force IDPs to return home. However, many IDPs are still unable to return to their home communities for various 
reasons, and resettlement is very difficult under Iraqi law. The reconstruction assistance offered is insufficient and 
the conditions for return are often not given. 
The remaining camps in central Iraq are mainly home to Sunni Muslim families, some of whom are not willing or 
not able to return to their home communities due to real or assumed ISIS connections, or whose home villages are 
currently occupied by Shiite militias.  
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Israel / Palestinian Autonomous Territories 

Jerusalem: Clashes with security forces 
In response to the daily clashes between Palestinian sections of the population and the police which started at the 
beginning of Ramadan on 13.04.21 (cf. BN of 19.04.21), supporters of the extremist Jewish group Lehava 
(Organisation for the Prevention of Assimilation in the Holy Land) took to the streets on the evening of 22.04.21. 
The police prevented the group from clashing with Palestinian activists, whereupon the two parties clashed with 
the police. More than 50 people were arrested. The Palestinian Red Cross reported 105 injured, while the Israeli 
police spoke of 20 injured forces. 

Jordan 

Releases after coup allegations 
16 people accused of conspiring with Prince Hamzah (cf. BN of 12.04.21) were released from custody on 22.04.21. 
They face further police investigations. The government has informed that Bassem Awadallah and Sharif Hassan 
bin Zaid remain in custody due to the seriousness of the charges against them. Prince Hamzah is under surveillance 
at his palace. 

Kuwait 

Murder after release on bail 
On 20.04.21, a woman was murdered by a man against whom she had already filed two harassment complaints 
with the police. The perpetrator had been taken into custody by the police but was later released on bail. He then 
tracked down the woman and killed her. Within a few hours, the perpetrator was caught again. The victim's family 
has accused the police of not taking their protective role seriously. They asserted that they had warned the 
authorities that the perpetrator would kill the woman if released from police custody. For a long time now, there 
have been complaints about the legislation in such cases, failing to protect women adequately. 

Montenegro 

Crimes against journalists to be prosecuted more consistently 
Recent media reports say that Mihailo Jovovic, programme director of the daily newspaper Vijesti and new head of 
the commission for monitoring violence against the media, which had been established in 2013, has called on law 
enforcement agencies to be more consistent in investigating attacks against journalists and the media which were 
frequent in the past. In a press conference, Jovovic has accused the previous government of lacking political will in 
enforcing this goal. On 22.04.21 the current government appointed 21 new commission members, including 
journalists, media and NGO representatives as well as members of the interior ministry, the police, the Public 
Prosecutor's Office and the National Security Agency. The success of the commission reportedly depends largely 
on the political will of the executive and the public prosecutor's office to cooperate with the commission. In its 
2020 Progress Report, the European Commission had criticised the lack of progress in this area and called for more 
consistent action. 

Myanmar 

Continuing protests and conflicts related to the military coup 
The human rights organisation Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) reports that 751 people have 
died as a result of police and military violence so far. 3,431 people are currently in detention, with 1,159 arrest 
warrants still outstanding. 
The World Food Programme (WFP) fears that Myanmar is facing a food and a health crisis. 
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On the occasion of junta leader Min Aung Hlaing's participation in a special summit of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Jakarta on 24.04.21, major protests took place in the centre of Yangon for the first time 
in weeks. At the summit, Min Aung Hlaing was urged to end the violence in Myanmar and to enter into dialogue 
with representatives of civil society. 
Between 18.04.21 and 21.04.21, at least six civilians and six army personnel were killed in armed clashes between 
junta forces and civilians in Kani, Yinmabin (Sagaing province) and Myingyan (Mandalay province). 
In Shan State, the Myanmar Army (Tatmadaw) fired long-range artillery at targets along the Thai border on 18.04., 
19.04. and 21.04.21. Several shells exploded a few kilometres from the IDP camps of Loi Tai Leng, Koung Jor and 
Loi Kaw Wan. Loi Kaw Wan hosts about 2,500 people, and a total of 3,500 people live in five other camps along the 
border. 
In Kachin State, more than 1,500 people from nine villages in Momauk Township have fled intensifying fighting 
between the Kachin Independent Army (KIA) and the Tatmadaw. Since the coup, KIA forces have reportedly 
captured a total of ten Tatmadaw army bases. Since 11.04.21, the Tatmadaw has repeatedly launched airstrikes 
against the KIA in order to regain control of the strategically important Alaw Bum military base. The UN estimates 
that 250,000 people have been displaced in connection with conflicts following the military coup on 01.02.21. 
Two Tatmadaw soldiers were reportedly killed in clashes between the Tatmadaw and the Karen National Liberation 
Army (KNLA) following a protest in Thaton, Mon State.  

Nigeria 

New police chief appointed 
In view of the deteriorating security situation, high expectations are placed on the newly appointed Inspector 
General of Police (IGP), Usmann Alkali Baba, by President Buhari.  
Most recently, the escape of over 1,800 prisoners from a detention centre in the south-east of the country made 
headlines (cf. BN of 12.04.21). In the northern states, a whole series of kidnappings in connection with attacks on 
educational institutions have occurred since December 2020 (cf. BN of 22.03.21). In mid-April 2021, more attacks 
were committed by criminal gangs on villages in the northwest, resulting in dozens of deaths. The major challenges 
facing the police are the fight against corruption, the improvement of working conditions and exchange of 
information between security agencies as well as the modernisation of equipment. Dozens of people had been 
killed in the #EndSARS protests against police violence and state arbitrariness in October 2020 (see BN of 26.10.20). 

Dozens killed in raids in the northwest 
Media report that on 21.04.21, gunmen attacked six villages in the northwestern state of Zamfara and killed 
between 45 and 60 people. Apparently, the attackers also destroyed food supplies. A Nigerian television station 
reported that similar attacks on rural populations had occurred the previous day in other areas of the same state. 
The region has recently seen an increase in attacks by criminals mostly equipped with motorbikes and assault rifles. 

Three kidnap victims killed 
The abduction of at least 20 students and three staff members of Greenfield University in northern Kaduna State 
on 20.04.21 ended fatally for three of the kidnap victims, two women and a man. This has been reported by media 
citing information from representatives of local authorities and the private Greenfield University, which was 
established in 2019. The identities of the kidnappers have so far remained unknown. The recent frequent cases of 
mass kidnappings in the northern states (cf. BN of 22.03.21) often involve the extortion of ransom money. In the 
specific case of the abducted students and staff of Greenfield University, Nigerian media cite information from the 
management of the educational institution and report a ransom demand totalling NGN 800 million (approx. 
EUR 1.7 million). 
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Pakistan 

Bomb attack on hotel in Quetta 
On 21.04.21, at least four people were apparently killed and two dozen injured in a bomb attack on a hotel in Quetta 
(Balochistan). Reportedly, the Chinese ambassador was a guest at the hotel, but not on the premises when the 
bomb exploded. 
Separatists active in the province have carried out attacks on Chinese targets inside Pakistan in the past. China is 
pushing economic projects in Pakistan as part of its New Silk Road policy agenda. 

Assassination attempt on journalists in Islamabad 
On 20.04.21, a journalist and television presenter was apparently targeted for assassination in a park in Islamabad. 
He had also served as a senior executive of the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA). He 
suffered a shot in the stomach, but survived after emergency surgery. 

Forced conversions of Hindu women in Sindh province 
In an investigative documentary, Radio Mashaal has interviewed several Hindu families in Sindh province whose 
daughters were forced into Islam in certain institutions and were then married to Muslim men. Apparently, there 
are three of these centres in the province where forced conversions of religious minorities are carried out. 
4.5 million Hindus are estimated to live in Pakistan, most of them in the province of Sindh. Exact figures on forced 
conversions are not available, but it is assumed that up to 1,000 girls and young women, predominantly of Hindu 
faith, are affected by forced conversion every year. 

Republic of the Congo 

Amnesty International (AI) notes increase in reprisals 
In its report "Sur le dos de la crise. Violations du droit à la santé et répression des défenseurs des droits économiques 
et sociaux en République du Congo" of 19.04.21, AI highlights repressive action by the executive authorities against 
human rights activists, critics, journalists, trade unionists and other people who point out the consequences and 
effects on the daily life of the population of both the economic crisis, which was exacerbated by the drop in oil 
prices in 2014, and of the COVID-19 health crisis. According to AI, access to the health care system, which is 
characterised by mismanagement and multiple other problems, has been particularly affected. AI has also urged 
the authorities to respect the right to freedom of expression and assembly and to stop arbitrary arrests and 
detentions of people who denounce the government's handling of the economic crisis. Moreover, investment in 
health care and the provision of essential services need to be ensured, AI said. 

Russian Federation 

Navalny ends hunger strike 
After about three weeks, opposition activist Alexei Navalny, who is detained in a prison camp, announced the end 
of his hunger strike on 23.04.21. He had been refusing food in protest against inadequate medical care. On 22.04.21, 
his doctors had appealed to the 44-year-old to end his hunger strike immediately in a letter published by the media. 
The doctors said that they had evaluated the available examination results. 

Demonstrations for Navalny’s release 
The civil rights portal Ovd-Info states that up to 2,000 people were arrested on 21.04.21 during nationwide 
demonstrations for Navalny’s release. At the rally in St. Petersburg alone, more than 350 protesters were arrested 
by police. In total, the portal listed arrests in more than 80 cities. The authorities had warned against participating 
in the unauthorised protests. In Moscow, however, the demonstration apparently proceeded without major 
incidents. In the city centre, thousands of people took to the streets to support Navalny. Many also demanded the 
resignation of Russian President Putin, whom they accuse of suppressing dissent. Overall, far fewer protesters 
attended the rallies than in January and February 2021. This may be above all attributable to the fact that more than 
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11,000 people had been arrested during the previous nationwide solidarity rallies and that the security forces had 
cracked down on the protesters, in some cases using massive force. 

Somalia 

Government crisis 
On 19.04.21, President Farmajo met Félix Tshisekedi, President of the DR Congo and chairman of the African Union 
(AU), in Kinshasa and asked the AU for support in the electoral crisis (cf. BN of 19.04.21). In an informal meeting on 
20.04.21, the members of the UN Security Council rejected the extension of the term of office of Somali President 
Farmajo and called on the government and opposition to engage in dialogue. In doing so, the Security Council 
encouraged the AU's efforts to act as a mediator. At the same time, protests and street blockades by opposition 
members have increased in Mogadishu since 17.04.21. Exchanges of fire between supporters and opponents of an 
extension of the president's term of office within the government forces in Mogadishu were reported on 25.04.21. 

Five al-Shabaab militants sentenced to death in Puntland 
On 21.04.21, five al-Shabaab insurgents were sentenced to death by the military court in Puntland. The group was 
found guilty of carrying out a series of attacks on members of the armed forces, civil society and media workers in 
Puntland for about a decade. 

Drought 
Below-average rainfall at the end of 2020, a warmer dry season in early 2021 and a current delayed onset of the 
rainy season have led to drought in Somalia. More than 80 percent of the country is experiencing ‘moderate to 
severe’ drought conditions, the UN says. Somalia last experienced drought in 2016/2017. If rainfall does not 
increase, this could lead to a worsening of the current humanitarian situation, especially in rural areas. Aid 
organisations also warn of famine and expect tens of thousands of displaced people. 

Attacks 
On 20.04.21, a district official was killed and three civilians injured in an attack in Mogadishu. The following day, a 
mortar attack on the presidential palace in Mogadishu killed three civilians; four others were injured when a mortar 
shell hit a residential area. Al-Shabaab has claimed responsibility for both attacks. 

Syria 

Homs desert: 200 dead in Russian air strikes 
On 19.04.21, a spokesman for the Russian military said that about 200 fighters were killed in an attack on ISIS 
positions in eastern Syria, northeast of the ancient oasis city of Palmyra. Approximately 500 kg of ammunition and 
explosives as well as 24 vehicles were also destroyed in the operation. 

Qamishli: Clashes between SDF and government troops 
On 21.04.21, the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) reported an attack by the so-called National Defence 
Forces (NDF) on a checkpoint in the city. The NDF is a militia that sides with the central government in Damascus 
and is included in the organisational structure of the Syrian armed forces. A member of the Kurdish security forces, 
known as Asayîş or Asayesh, was killed in subsequent fighting with the NDF militia. 
The major part of Qamishli is under the control of the SDF. However, in some parts of the city and around the 
airport, government security forces from Damascus are responsible for public security. The reasons for the outbreak 
of the latest fighting are unknown. 

Syrian anti-aircraft missile lands in southern Israel 
On 22.04.21, a Syrian missile exploded near Israel's Dimona nuclear facility in the Negev Desert, 200 km from the 
Syrian border. A spokesperson for the Israeli military said that the missile, a Russian model SA-5, landed 30 km 
away from the reactor. Israeli media have been reporting for weeks that defences around Dimona and the Red Sea 
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port at Eilat were being upgraded after attacks were expected from Iran or Iranian-backed forces. Israel's missile 
defence system failed to intercept the missile from Syria. 
Experts say that the Syrian missile was intended to down an Israeli war plane or a drone that was allegedly attacking 
targets in Dumeir, a suburb of Damascus, at the time. Apparently, facilities of both the Syrian army and Iranian-
backed militias are located there. 
After the incident, Israel's air force bombed several missile launchers belonging to the Syrian military. According to 
Syria's state news agency, four soldiers were injured. 

Oil tanker on fire off the Syrian coast 
On 24.04.21, the oil ministry informed that a drone strike had triggered the fire on an oil tanker off the coast. The 
state news agency SANA reported that the fire was brought under control off the refinery in Baniyas (Tartus). The 
attack was apparently launched from Lebanon's territorial waters. The oil ministry did not provide further details. 
Meanwhile, the Iranian TV station al-Alam has reported that it was one of a total of three ships from Iran that had 
recently arrived in Syria. 

COVID-19 pandemic 
After a three-week school closure, final exams at schools in areas under government control were moved forward 
this year, with the first taking place on 24.04.21. The day before, the Damascus government received 150,000 doses 
of vaccine from China. Damascus has also already received 200,000 doses of vaccine through the international 
COVAX initiative. This should give about 20 percent of the population immunity against the virus before the end of 
the year. 

Turkey 

People smuggling with special service passports 
Turkish media report that last year, at least 45 people from the eastern Turkish province of Malatya travelled to 
Germany without visas using so-called grey service passports; only two of them have returned to Turkey. The 
reason for the journey and the issuance of the passports was an invitation to an environmental seminar in Hannover. 
Meanwhile, the Turkish authorities have initiated investigations against six municipal administrations led by both 
the ruling AKP party and the opposition for suspected involvement. Media reports speak of a network that smuggles 
people into Germany with the help of these service passports. Apparently, several hundred people had already been 
systematically brought to Germany in this way from various Turkish provinces between 2019 and 2020. In 
cooperation with the Turkish communities, invitations from Germany to environmental or cultural events were 
procured, and the communities received money for issuing the passports. The travellers are said to have paid 
between 6,000 and 8,000 euros per person. For the moment, the issuance of grey service passports has been 
suspended for non-government employees. 

Military offensive against PKK 
Media report that the Turkish military launched air and artillery strikes against targets of the banned Kurdistan 
Workers' Party (PKK) in northern Iraq from the border town of Hakkari on 23.04.21. The next day, special forces, 
armed drones and helicopters were also used. The targets were located, among others, in Iraq's hard-to-reach 
Kandil Mountains, where the PKK's headquarters are situated. Turkish sources say that the aim of the offensive was 
to ‘completely end the terrorist threat’ along the country’s southern border. 

Charges over student protests 
During the protests by students and academics of Boğaziçi University against the new rector, which have been 
going on since January 2021, dozens had been arrested at the beginning of February 2021 (cf. BN of 08.02.21 and 
29.03.21). According to media reports, more than 100 of them now have to stand trial, as they are accused of 
violating a Corona-related ban on demonstrations. No trial date has been set yet. 
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Mass arrests of Gülen supporters ordered 
On 26.04.21, the Istanbul Public Prosecutor's Office ordered the arrest of 532 people who are or were active in the 
Turkish armed forces in 62 Turkish provinces. They are accused of having links to the Gülen movement. 459 
suspects are still on active duty. 

Opening of the Kobane trial 
On 26.04.21, a court in Ankara opened the trial of 108 members of the pro-Kurdish HDP in connection with protests 
that broke out in 2014 during an ISIS attack on the Syrian Kurdish city of Kobane. 37 people had died during the 
protests. The defendants are accused of having caused the deaths of 37 protesters and of endangering the unity 
and integrity of the state by inciting riots. 

Vietnam 

Prison sentences for publications in social media 
On 23.04.21, a court in Phu Yen province sentenced a journalist to eight years imprisonment for publications critical 
of the government on social media. She had been arrested in August 2020. 
Media report that on 22.04.21, a Facebook user was sentenced to two years in prison by a court in the southern 
Vietnamese city of Can Tho. She too is accused of making statements critical of the government on social media. 

Yemen 

COVID-19 pandemic 
The COVID-19 vaccination campaign started in government-controlled areas on 20.04.21, three weeks after the 
first 360,000 doses of vaccine arrived in the country (cf. BN of 12.04.21). Reports say that 10,000 doses will be 
delivered to the Houthi authorities in Sanaa with the help of the UN. The government has stated that the vaccine 
is free and will be distributed throughout the country. There has been a significant increase in COVID-19 cases in 
Yemen since mid-February 2021. 
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