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Briefing Notes 
Group 62 – Information Centre for Asylum and Migration 

15 November 2021 

Afghanistan 

Government affairs 
According to reports in the media on 08.11.21, the UN has begun the first vaccination campaign for polio 
throughout the country for three years, with the support of the Taliban. Five million children aged under five are to 
be vaccinated. On 11.11.21 the leader of the Taliban, Akhunzada, announced that a military court was to be 
established, before which no-one would enjoy immunity. On 12.11.21 the Taliban government banned informal 
summary trials in its own ranks. On 13.11.21 it announced that it would be issuing passports for citizens once again 
in seven provinces (incl. Herat, Kunduz, Kandahar, Balkh, Nangarhar). On 14.11.21 the Taliban reportedly held a 
military parade for newly trained soldiers in Kabul at which appropriated US vehicles and Russian helicopters were 
presented. 

Violence against civilians 
It was reported in the media on 12.11.21 that two people had been killed and 17 injured in an attack on a mosque 
in Nangarhar province. According to the reports, no-one has claimed responsibility as yet. Three people were 
reportedly killed and six injured when a minivan exploded in a Hazara region in Kabul on 13.11.21. The explosion 
was cararied out by the Islamic State in Khorasan Province (ISKP). A well-known journalist was allegedly killed in 
the attack. 

Afghan refugees - Iran / Pakistan 
It was reported in the media on 10.11.21 that approx. 4,000 to 5,000 people were fleeing to Iran daily. 300,000 have 
reportedly fled since the Taliban assumed power in mid-August 2021. On 11.11.21 it was reported that approx. one 
million Afghans have been expelled from Iran and returned to Afghanistan since the beginning of the year. By 
comparison, according to IOM approx. 12,700 Afghan refugees have been expelled from Pakistan since 06.10.21. 
According to media reports of 08.09.21 there are no exact figures on how many Afghans have fled to Pakistan, but 
many are said to be ethnic Hazara.  

Women’s rights / media 
According to reports in the media on 05.11.21, a women’s rights activist has been killed by unknown attackers in 
the city of Mazar-e Sharif. Ten out of a total of 18 media companies in the provinces of Parwan and Kapisa have 
reportedly been closed since mid-August 2021. The closures are attributed to restrictions imposed by the Taliban 
and the economic situation. According to reports in the media on 14.11.21, girls are only permitted to attend school 
in seven provinces (years 7-12). Women from the other provinces are calling for their schools to be re-opened as 
well. A number of women reportedly demonstrated for their rights without incident in Kabul on 14.11.21. 
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Humanitarian and economic situation 
The WHO confirmed on 08.11.21 that it had delivered seven tonnes of medicine and medical equipment to Kabul. 
It said the delivery included aid for 5,000 malnourished Afghan children. The World Food Programme of the United 
Nations (WFP) reported on the same day that three million people in the country were suffering from acute 
starvation and 23 million were on the brink of acute starvation. It stated that 95 % of people in the country did not 
have enough to eat. On 09.11.21 the World Bank announced that the Taliban would continue to receive no aid 
money. On 08.11.21 the state energy provider, Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS), announced that it was 
beginning to stop supplies of electricity to customers who were in default with their payments. DABS stated that it 
intended to procure 100 MW of electricity from Iran for the undersupplied west (around Herat), however. On 
10.11.21 the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) announced that it had been able to maintain the 
Sehatmandi project with US$ 15 million of aid in recent weeks, covering the costs of medicine for the ill and paying 
the wages of all doctors and healthcare staff for the past month directly into their accounts (a total of eight million 
dollars for 23,500 employees in 31 provinces). On 13.11.21 UNICEF reported that child marriage was on the increase 
again in poor families on account of the economic crisis. On 15.11.21 it was reported in the media that in the face 
of the economic crisis farmers from the south were increasingly cultivating opium in order to survive.  

Angola 

Suppression of demonstrations 
On 11.11.21, Angolan Independence Day, the security forces prevented a memorial march for the demonstrator 
who was shot dead when a peaceful demonstration was broken up exactly one year previously (cf. BN of 16.11.20). 
A further report in the media reveals that security forces in the exclave of Cabinda prohibited a demonstration by 
the independence movement Movimento Independentista de Cabinda (MIC) on the same day. MIC was seeking to 
draw attention to the arrest of two of its activists in the first half of October 2021. One of the activists has reportedly 
been charged, among other counts, with (forming/leading/belonging to or supporting) a criminal and terrorist 
organisation. 

Burkina Faso 

Attacks claim lives 
At least 19 security personnel and one civilian died in an attack by unknown assailants on a gendarmerie unit 
providing security for the Inata gold mine (Sahel region) on 14.11.21. 
Seven police officers died on 12.11.21 in an attack by unknown assailants when they were on the road between the 
town of Dori and the Essakane gold mine (Sahel region). 

Protest action by civil society against security situation and poor infrastructure 
The population in the city of Fada-N’gourma (capital of the Est region) staged a demonstration on 10.11.21. The 
civil-society movement U Gulmu Fi (“Gulmu stands” – Gulmu or Gourma is the name of the kingdom of the 
Gourmantché ethnic group) had called for a campaign by the name of ville morte (dead town) on this day. Markets, 
shops, banks, businesses and other establishments remained closed. The measure was intended, among other 
things, to draw attention to the difficult security situation resulting from the threat posed by extremist groups and 
to lend weight to the calls for improvements to the infrastructure in the region (repair of roads, provision of 
healthcare resources). 

Burundi 

Voluntary return 
The UN has reported that more than 60,000 Burundi refugees have voluntarily returned to their native country this 
year to date. According to the UN, the programme to support voluntary return has been running since 2017, but 
has only really been taken notice of and entered into use following the elections in 2020. The UN states that more 
than 180,000 people have voluntarily returned to their native country since 2017. Almost 270,000 people are 
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currently still living in exile. The UNHCR has reported that around 1,500 refugees per week are currently being 
supported in voluntarily returning to Burundi. In Burundi they are assigned to five reception centres and receive 
household items and cash to help them on their return.  The communities admitting the returnees are also to receive 
support. According to the UNHCR, US$ 104.3 million are needed to support voluntary return and reintegration, and 
only 10 % of the total required funding has been made available so far. 

Cameroon 

Incidents in Anglophone regions 
It has been reported in the media that a young girl was killed by a ricochet when a police officer shot at a vehicle 
fleeing from a checkpoint in the capital of the North-West anglophone region, Bamenda, on 12.11.21. In the course 
of ensuing protests, two people were reportedly injured and the police officer arrested. According to reports in the 
media, a similar incident occurred on 14.10.21 in Buea, capital of the South-West region, which is also English-
speaking, when a gendarme opened fire on a car carrying schoolchildren at a checkpoint, killing a five year-old girl. 
The military policeman was subsequently lynched by an incensed crowd.  
According to reports in the media, a bomb exploded on the roof of an auditorium at the university in Buea on 
10.11.21, injuring eleven students. In security circles, separatist rebels are suspected of being behind the attack. 
Further incidents have also occurred in the North-West region. It has been reported in the media that 14 road 
workers were abducted in the village of Mbusoh on 12.11.21. On 13.11.21 eight security personnel and one civilian 
reportedly died in an attack on a convoy in the village of Santa. Since the swift escalation of the conflict in the 
autumn of 2016, when the government responded to calls for equal status for the English language and an end to 
discrimination against the anglophone regions by repressing the striking teachers and members of the legal 
profession, there have been repeated armed attacks by separatist groups fighting for the independence of the 
anglophone regions. 

Central African Republic 

Humanitarian situation; extension of UN peace mission 
In its report of 09.11.21, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) warns of 
a worsening of the humanitarian situation. 3.1 million people in the country, representing 63 % of the population, 
will be reliant on humanitarian support in 2022. Of these, 2.2 million will have such complex needs that their 
physical and mental wellbeing will be at risk - an increase of 300,000 people or 16 % compared to 2021. In addition, 
the level of danger posed by explosive devices has increased in the western prefectures of Nana-Mambéré, 
Mambéré-Kadei, Ouham-Pendé and Ouaka. 15 civilians, including children, were killed and 24 injured by such 
devices in the period from January to October 2021. On 12.11.21 the UN Security Council passed resolution 
S/RES/2605(2021), extending the UN mission Multidimensionnelle Intégrée des Nations Unies pour la Stabilisation 
en République Centrafricaine (MINUSCA). According to a report in the media, Russia and China abstained from 
voting, with Russia referring to “scandals” concerning MINUSCA. 

China 

Hong Kong: Prison term of almost six years for calling for independence 
On 11.11.21 a court sentenced the activist Ma Chun-man, also known as “Captain America 2.0” to a prison term of 
five years and nine months for inciting secession under the national security law. Ma was charged solely on account 
of his calling for a democratic revolution and independence for Hong Kong both verbally and on placards at 
demonstrations in 2020. According to the presiding judge, the question of whether he behaved peacefully or not at 
the demonstrations was of no relevance to the trial. 
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Cuba 

Protests announced, press passes of international media representatives withdrawn 
Ahead of the protests planned for 15.11.21 by the opposition platform Archipiélago, which have been declared 
illegal and banned by the government, five media representatives from the Spanish news agency Efe had their 
licences to operate in Cuba withdrawn, without no reasons given. Two press passes were later returned, while the 
others remained confiscated. 

DR Congo 

UN warns of a worsening of the most severe food and hunger crisis worldwide 
According to the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations (FAO), the food crisis is set to further intensify and acute food insecurity will increase in the country 
if relief measures fail to come about in the coming months. The WFP states that DR Congo currently has the highest 
level of food insecurity in the world (cf. BN of 12.04.21 and 20.09.21), with an estimated 27 million affected by acute 
food insecurity, representing around one third of the population. Areas in and around the capital, Kinshasa, are 
reportedly also severely affected. According to David William McLachlan-Karr, UN coordinator for humanitarian 
aid in DR Congo, the food crisis is continuing to worsen in the provinces of Kasaï, Kasaï-Central, Kasaï-Oriental, 
Sankuru and Lomami, where almost 7.3 million are exposed to acute food insecurity. As reasons for the food and 
hunger crisis, McLachlan-Karr cites violence and displacement, devastation, failed harvests and natural disasters, 
high costs of food combined with declining or complete losses of income, illness and a collapsing infrastructure. 
He notes that the measures taken to curb the further spread of coronavirus ruined the economy, causing the 
currency to plummet. Millions of people are affected by unemployment, particularly in the informal sector, in which 
the majority of the working population are employed. 

North Kivu, Ituri: Civilians remain subject to military justice; more Lucha activists to stand trial 
Contrary to justice minister Rose Mutombo’s assertion at the beginning of September 2021 that she had approved 
the reinstatement of civilian jurisdiction in North Kivu and Ituri, even if the state of siege were to continue in these 
provinces, civilians remain subject to military justice, according to the president of North Kivu’s court of appeal, 
Nicolas Twindimbadi Manana. Manana has stated that, while civilian courts have resumed their original activities in 
the area of civilian, social and other matters, criminal matters have remained under military jurisdiction. Criminal 
jurisdiction was transferred entirely from civil to military courts when the state of siege came into effect at the 
beginning of May 2021 (cf. BN of 17.05.21). Press reporting in October and November 2021 referred to numerous 
incidents of civilians standing trial before military courts (cf. BN of 08.11.21 and 18.10.21).  
The UN radio station Okapi reported on 11.11.21 that several activists belonging to the civil society movement 
Lutte pour le changement (Lucha) had once again been arrested in the city of Beni (North Kivu) and transferred to 
military justice institutions. Citing sources from within the military judiciary, Okapi further reports that the activists 
were to stand trial before a military court on charges of breaching the rules of the state of siege. The activists stand 
accused of protesting for the state of siege to be lifted and the administration to be demilitarised, despite the 
existence of an absolute ban on demonstrations during the state of siege. 2021 has witnessed repeated arrests of 
and criminal proceedings against Lucha activists in connection with the exercising of rights guaranteed under the 
constitution (cf. BN of 26.07.21, 30.08.21 and 18.10.21).  

UN: Child soldiers no longer part of or deployed by FARDC 
Okapi reported on 08.11.21 that the UN sanctions committee had announced that children no longer form part of 
or are no longer deployed by the Congolese armed forces (FARDC). Forms of persecution relating to children, such 
as the recruitment and deployment of child soldiers, are in widespread use by different armed groups in various 
provinces affected by conflict (cf. BN of 04.10.21). 

Beni and Irumu territories: The toll of 13 years of conflict 
Various Congolese media have given coverage to a report drawn up by two MPs from North Kivu and published on 
09.11.21 under the title “Yotama sur les massacres de Beni et Irumu, terrorisme, Djihadisme ou génocide Nande?”, 
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according to which around 7,500 people have been killed in 2,237 attacks in the territories of Beni (North Kivu 
province) and Irumu (Ituri) in the reporting period from 2008 to 2021 alone. The Islamist group Forces 
démocratiques alliées (ADF) is identified as bearing the prime responsibility. According to the report, these two 
territories have experienced the strongest surge in attacks following the imposition of the state of siege. The attacks 
documented in the report have for the most part targeted the Nande ethnic group, which is estimated to account 
for 95 % of the casualties. 

Demonstrations by the opposition and civil society 
It has been reported in the media that thousands of people demonstrated in the capital, Kinshasa, once again on 
13.11.21 for the depoliticisation of the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI) and against the 
controversial appointments to this institution (cf. BN of 25.10.21). While a similar protest march in Kalemie, the 
capital of Tanganyika province, was put down by the police, according to the latest press coverage the 
demonstrations in Kinshasa went ahead peacefully and without incident, with the support of the police. The protest 
marches were instigated by Catholic and Protestant lay movements, various civil-society actors and opposition 
parties, including former president Kabila’s Common Front for Congo (FCC), as well as Adolphe Muzito’s LAMUKA 
platform and former presidential candidate Martin Fayulu. Similar protest marches took place in various parts of 
the country in mid-September 2021. The latter were broken up by force in some instances, and led to dozens of 
arrests and numerous cases of injury among both the demonstrators and the police (cf. BN of 20.09.21). 

Ecuador 

Many killed in violent clashes at Guayas N°1 prison 
According to information from the National Service for the Comprehensive Care of Adults Deprived of their Liberty 
and Adolescent Offenders (SNAI), a gun battle occurred at the Guayas N°1 prison (known as the Penitenciaría del 
Litoral) on 09.11.21, leaving one prisoner dead. Renewed clashes involving the use of firearms occurred at the same 
prison on 14.11.21, leaving 68 people dead and injuring 25. 118 inmates died in violent clashes at the prison in 
September 2021 (cf. BN of 04.10.21). The death toll among inmates at the prison in 2021 thus totals over 300. 

El Salvador 

Security situation: Rise in number of killings, armed forces deployed 
President Bukele deployed additional police and military units to carry out patrols on the streets and restore public 
order on 11.11.21, following a sharp rise in the number of killings over the preceding 48 hours. According to official 
information from the government, Bukele has managed to lower the murder rate to less than two a day during his 
period in office, despite the strong presence of gangs. The national police force puts the figure at an average of 3.6 
murders a day. Against the backdrop of this low level of violence, the chief public prosecutor’s office is examining 
a possible agreement between government and gangs in return for improved prison conditions. 

Eritrea 

USA imposes sanctions on Eritrea 
The USA has imposed economic sanctions on the Eritrean military (EDF) and the governing People’s Front for 
Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) due to the country’s role in the conflict in the Ethiopian regional state of Tigray. The 
sanctions also apply to two high-ranking Eritrean security and party officials and two institutions with close links 
to the governing party. Any assets of the targeted individuals and institutions in the USA will be frozen. US secretary 
of state Blinken stated on 12.11.21 that the Eritrean presence in Tigray threatened the integrity of the Ethiopian 
state and was an obstacle to ending the continuing hostilities and improving accessibility for humanitarian aid. He 
called for the immediate withdrawal of Eritrea’s soldiers. The EDF is supporting the Ethiopian military in fighting 
the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) and its militias, and is blamed for the most severe violations of human 
rights (cf. BN of 08.11.21). 
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Eritrea condemned the sanctions as one-sided and a continuation of the USA’s hostile policy aimed at “inflicting 
suffering and hunger on the Eritrean people and fomenting political unrest”. The Ethiopian government called on 
the USA to withdraw the sanctions and instead to impose measures against the TPLF as the real aggressor. On this 
point, US secretary of state Blinken said that sanctions were not being imposed on the Ethiopian government and 
the TPLF for the time being, in order to allow time for negotiations without preconditions. 

Ethiopia 

UN staff arrested 
The UN has reported that staff belonging to the United Nations World Food Programme were arrested in the 
regional state of Afar on 10.11.21. No grounds for their detention have been stated as yet. A number of UN staff 
were detained in Addis Abeba on the day before. Of the total of 22 detainees - all ethnic Tigrays - nine were 
reportedly still in custody according to the most recent reports. The government has accused the local UN staff of 
having been involved in acts of terrorism. The government expelled seven UN staff back in October 2021 (cf. BN of 
04.10.21). 
 
Germany, along with other European countries, has called on its nationals to leave Ethiopia while commercial flights 
remain available. According to the German foreign office, it cannot be ruled out that the hostilities may further 
intensify and reach other regions of the country, including the capital, Addis Abeba. The UN Security Council is also 
warning that the conflict in the northern region of Tigray may spread further and that civil war could break out. 

Conditions for possible talks on a ceasefire in Tigray  
Following intensive international diplomatic efforts, the Ethiopian government has indicated that it is prepared in 
principle to enter into talks with representatives of the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF), but on condition 
that the TPLF militias withdraw from the regional states of Amhara and Afar - a demand which the TPLF would 
always reject.  

Human rights organisation accuses TPLF militias of killing civilians 
According to a report from the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) on 13.11.21, TPLF units killed at least 
184 people in Amhara in July and August 2021 whom it suspected of supporting the Ethiopian army and its allies. 
Heavy fighting broke out in the region in this period, in the course of which the TPLF captured a number of towns 
and cities (cf. BN of 30.08.21). 

Gambia 

Presidential candidates called on to endorse human rights manifesto 
Ahead of the upcoming presidential elections on 04.12.21, Amnesty International (ai) published a human rights 
manifesto on 10.11.21 which it has addressed to the presidential candidates, requesting them to endorse it. In the 
manifesto ai points out that, while the structures in place to uphold human rights in the country have improved 
since the change at the head of government, a de facto and/or de jure need for far-reaching improvements still 
applies in several key areas. According to ai, fundamental rights which are guaranteed by the constitution, such as 
the freedom of expression, freedom of the press and freedom of assembly, continue to be restricted both in practice 
and in accordance with the various provisions of the main and supplementary criminal codes. ai notes that efforts 
are necessary to combat a culture of impunity, end sexualised and gender-specific violence and uphold economic, 
social and cultural rights with due regard to gender equality. Finally, ai states that the death penalty, which still 
applies under the law as it stands, although it has no longer been executed since 2012 on account of a de facto 
moratorium (cf. BN of 09.08.21 and 19.07.21), must be abolished. 
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Georgia 

Ex-president Saakashvili moved to prison hospital  
After five weeks on hunger strike, imprisoned ex-president Michail Saakashvili was taken to the Gldani prison 
hospital near the capital, Tiflis, on 08.11.21. A planned hearing relating to the charge of abuse of office during his 
time as president reportedly cannot go ahead at present due to Saakashvili’s frail health. 

Arrests at demonstrations in Tiflis 
Tens of thousands of people gathered in Tiflis on the evening of 08.11.21 to demonstrate for the prominent 
politician to be moved to a civilian hospital and subsequently released. Numerous people have been arrested in 
Tiflis in the course of the continuing demonstrations. According to the interior ministry, at least 46 protesters had 
been detained in various locations in the city up to the evening of 10.11.21. The tense relations between the 
government and opposition parties could worsen as a result of the Saakashvili case. The opposition has announced 
new protests and called for new parliamentary elections. 

Ghana 

Bill on LGBTIQ in parliament: public hearing commenced 
On 11.11.21 the parliamentary committee for constitutional, legal and parliamentary matters began the public 
hearing of the bill to promote people’s sexual rights and Ghanaian family values (cf. BN of 16.08.21). The law 
criminalises not only homosexual acts, but also defending the rights of LGBTIQ persons. It also allows conversion 
therapy for relevant individuals. More than 150 memoranda have been received on the bill from individuals, groups 
and religious organisations. Before parliament votes on the bill, ten of these submissions are to be heard each week. 
Under the law as it stands, homosexual acts are punishable with up to five years’ imprisonment. The legal provisions 
have not been enforced in recent years, however. Groups supporting the rights of LGBTIQ people have recorded 
an increase in attacks on such people since the bill was tabled in parliament in August 2021. 

Haiti 

Humanitarian situation: Gangs continue to block fuel deliveries 
The head of the national police stated on 09.11.21 that fuel trucks continued to be blocked by members of gangs, 
despite a secure supply corridor having been set up from the port to consumers in the capital, Port-au-Prince. As a 
result, water pumps no longer work and there are also interruptions in supplies of drinking water in bottles. 
Furthermore, the fuel on which hospitals are reliant to keep their generators running for life-sustaining equipment 
is lacking in many places. 

India 

Kashmir: Wave of targeted killings 
Kashmir has been hit by a wave of targeted killings since 05.10.21 (cf. BN of 11.10.21). Rebels are suspected of 
carrying out targeted killings of Kashmir Hindus (Pandits) and non-indigenous itinerant labourers. According to 
reports in the media, 42 people have been killed in the unsettled region in the space of a month, including 13 
civilians, 19 suspected rebels and 10 soldiers. Indian security forces have stepped up measures against the 
separatists. Around a dozen clashes have occurred in the space of a month. In the capital, Srinagar, new checkpoints 
have been set up and surveillance measures broadened. 

Gun battles with Maoist rebels 
26 Maoist rebels were killed on 13.11.21 in gun battles between Indian soldiers and Maoist rebels (Naxalites) in a 
remote forest region rich in resources in the district of Gadchiroli, federal state of Maharashtra, some 1,000 km east 
of Mumbai. Three units of the security forces sustained heavy injuries. 
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Attack on security forces in Manipur 
At least five members of the security forces and two civilians were killed in an attack by an armed group in the 
north-eastern federal state of Manipur on 13.11.21. The suspected rebels attacked a convoy of paramilitary Indian 
soldiers. In security circles the attack is being blamed on the People’s Liberation Army, a Manipur-based rebel group 
which is fighting against Indian rule in this federal state. 

Iran 

Women’s rights: criticism of new demographic law 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported on 10.11.21 that a law approved by the Council of Guardians on 01.11.21 
jeopardises the rights and health of women. The so-called law to rejuvenate the population and support the family 
is to prohibit free access to contraceptives, abortions and sterilisation in the public health system. To date, it has 
been legally possible to terminate a pregnancy in the first four months, subject to the consent of three members of 
the medical profession. The new law is to enter into force before the end of 2021 and forms part of a government 
programme aimed at boosting the growth of the population. According to reports in the media, the plan also 
includes incentives for young people to marry, such as career benefits for people with children and protection 
against dismissal for pregnant women and nursing mothers. Health experts and critics of the programme are 
warning of an increase in unwanted pregnancies, illegal abortions posing a threat to women’s health and infections 
with sexually transmitted diseases. 

Religious minorities: Baha’i and converts to Christianity begin prison terms 
An Iranian human rights organisation has reported that on 03.11.21 the court of appeal in Mazandaran province 
confirmed the one-year prison sentence handed down to a Baha’i woman The woman had been convicted of 
propaganda against the regime. It has also been reported that four Baha’i citizens have each received eight-month 
prison terms in the city of Yazd in central Iran. In addition, media abroad reported on 09.11.21 that the business 
premises of six members of the Baha’i had been put under seal by local security forces in the city of Qaem Shahr 
(Mazandaran province). 
Citing the Iranian Christians News Agency (in short: Mohabat News), an Iranian human rights organisation has 
reported that two persons who have converted to Christianity were taken to the local prison in Bushehr (in the 
province of the same name) on 11.11.21 to begin their one-year prison sentences. Both were convicted of 
propaganda against the regime in June 2021. Two further charges against the men (actions against national security 
and membership of a group hostile to the regime) were reportedly dropped. 

20 people arrested in Baneh (Kurdistan province) 
Citing a Kurdish news portal, foreign media have reported that the security forces carried out arrests in at least four 
villages in the region around the city of Baneh (Kurdistan province) on 11.11.21. In all, 20 persons were reportedly 
arrested on unknown grounds and some were allegedly abused. Drones are believed to have been used to pursue 
and identify the individuals concerned. 

Freedom of the press: 
According to reports in the media, on 08.11.21 the Iranian media regulator closed down the national daily 
newspaper Kelid, which has been published since 2015, after it published an article on 06.11.21 under the heading 
“Millions of Iranians living below the poverty line”. There has been discussion in social media as to whether an 
illustration belonging to the article was the main reason for the ban. It shows the hand of the Supreme Leader of 
the Revolution symbolically drawing a poverty line with a pen. The illustration was apparently used by foreign 
media for critical reporting on the country’s economic situation. The ensuing closure represents the first time that 
a newspaper’s licence has been withdrawn under Ebrahim Raisi’s government. Freedom of the press has long been 
subject to substantial restrictions in the past, however, including the withdrawal of licences to publish on account 
of content such as illustrations, cartoons or articles critical of the government. A number of editors have been 
sentenced to prison terms, floggings or fines. 
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Iraq 

Combat operations against IS / escalation in Diyala 
Following the escalation of the conflict with IS in the Muqdadiyah district of Diyala province (cf. BN of 08.11.21), 
the security forces have carried out further arrests and coordinated operations. A two-day large-scale search 
operation on 13.11. and 14.11.21 unearthed a number of IS arms caches and positions. According to the security 
services, eleven villages have been “cleansed”. A number of arms caches were also found in the neighbouring 
province of Kirkuk. Fighting had already occurred in Anbar province on 08.11.21, in the course of which three IS 
hide-outs were raided, according to the security services. 

Protests against election 
Renewed protests against the election results took place on 12.11.21, above all by supporters of the pro-Iranian 
militias; some 2,000 people demonstrated outside the “green zone” in Baghdad. The protests went off peacefully. 

Kosovo 

Heavy losses for governing party in local elections 
Following the first round of voting on 17.10.21, the local elections ended on 14.11.21 with run-offs for the mayor’s 
office in 21 towns. Prime minister Albin Kurti’s governing left-wing party Vetëvendosje (Self-Determination) 
suffered heavy losses, winning only four out of a total of 38 mayoral posts. The capital, Pristina, went to Përparim 
Rama, the candidate of the opposition Democratic League of Kosovo party (LDK), for example. In those parts of the 
country with majority ethnic Serb populations, the Srpska Lista (Serbian List) party, which is closely allied to the 
government in Belgrade, was able to maintain its predominant position. 

Lebanon 

Economic situation 
Lebanon’s economy remains in crisis. The crisis is being further exacerbated by the sanctions relating to the affair 
surrounding minister of information Kordahi (cf. BN of 08.11.21). The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia announced on 
12.11.21 that it was suspending the issuance of all visas for Lebanese nationals with the exception of humanitarian 
visas until further notice. Kordahi stated on the following day that he would be prepared to step down, provided 
that Saudi Arabia guaranteed that all sanctions would then be lifted. 
The energy ministry announced on 12.11.21 that electricity prices, which have been largely fixed by the state since 
1990, are set to rise shortly for power from the public grid. The public grid has since become extremely unreliable, 
however, and often only supplies electricity for one to two hours a day. The prices for power from private grids are 
substantially higher. 

Libya 

International Libya conference in Paris / Lack of agreement ahead of elections / Gaddafi’s son registers for 
presidential elections 
At the Libya conference which took place in Paris on 12.11.21, the heads of state and governing politicians from 
countries including France, Germany, Italy, Libya, Egypt, the USA, Russia and Turkey urged that the elections should 
go ahead at the end of December 2021 and that foreign combatants should leave Libya. 
Recent months have witnessed continual disputes between the rival forces in the country, after the parliament 
based in the east (House of Representatives, HoR) passed a series of electoral laws which were subsequently 
rejected by the transitional government headed by prime minister Abdulhamid Dbaiba in Tripoli (Government of 
National Unity, GNU). Agreement has yet to be reached on important constitutional aspects relating to the 
presidential elections which are to take place at the end of December 2021 (first round), the parliamentary elections 
which have been postponed until February 2022 and the second round of the presidential elections. The issues 
concerned include the nature and organisation of the future presidential office.  
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The son of former ruler Muammar al-Gaddafi, Saif al-Islam al-Gaddafi, has since also registered as a candidate for 
the presidential elections. In addition to Saif al-Islam, who is wanted by the International Criminal Court for 
possible war crimes, general Khalifa Haftar, the leader of the HoR, Aguila Saleh, and the GNU’s prime minister, 
Abdulhamid Dbaiba, will also be running for the presidency. 

300 foreign combatants to leave Libya 
The spokesperson for the Libyan Arab Armed Forces (LAAF), which control the east of the country and large parts 
of the south, announced on 05.11.21 that 300 combatants fighting on the side of the LAAF would be leaving Libya; 
the date of their withdrawal and the nationalities of the foreign combatants who are to leave Libya remained 
unclear. According to the UN, there are some 20,000 foreign fighters in the country, from countries including Russia, 
Turkey, Chad, Sudan and Syria. 

Mali 

Four soldiers killed in attack 
The Malian army has reported that four soldiers were killed, 14 injured and six attackers died in an attack by 
suspected jihadists on a security post in the town of Guiré on 14.11.21. The attack took place in the Koulikoro 
region, which is situated in the south-west of the country, near to the border with Mauritania. 

Mexico 

Health: Shortage of anti-cancer drugs 
Relatives of children suffering from cancer again blocked the entrance to the airport in Mexico City on 09.11.21 to 
demand an end to the continual shortage of drugs for chemotherapy. President López Obrador reorganised the 
procurement system for pharmaceuticals during his tenure due to cases of corruption in the past. This further 
worsened the supply shortfalls, however, as tendering procedures were delayed and previously employed 
procurement procedures proved unsustainable. 

Montenegro 

Tougher penalties planned for attacks on media representatives 
According to a recent report in the media, the government is planning amendments to the criminal code which will 
introduce tougher penalties for threats against or attacks on journalists. The proposed amendments stipulate a 
minimum penalty of ten years’ imprisonment for homicide and a prison term of between three months and five 
years for threats jeopardising a person’s safety. Under the criminal code as it stands, such threats are only 
punishable with a fine or a one-year prison term. The corresponding bill reportedly also redefines journalism as an 
“occupation of high public importance”, thus giving journalists the same standing as applies to members of other 
professions of public interest, such as the police and the army. The amendments have been brought before 
parliament on the initiative of NGOs and media organisations. In its 2021 progress report, the European 
Commission noted that Montenegro had made only limited progress in its efforts to combat violence against media 
representatives and counselled the country to prosecute attacks on journalists comprehensively and effectively. 

Myanmar 

Fighting in Sagaing, Chin and Rakhine 
According to reports in local media, the first known attack on the Burmese military (Tatmadaw) to involve forces 
from the underground countergovernment (National Unity Government, NUG) took place on 05.11.21. Together 
with local guerilla forces, they reportedly attacked a military vehicle in Yangon, killing seven junta soldiers and 
injuring 13. Five police offices were allegedly killed in a further attack under the command of the NUG in the Bago 
region on 09.11.21. 
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Between 09. and 11.11.21, a total of 4,000 people fled fighting between local resistance forces and the Tatmadaw 
in Kani and Katha and military raids in Depayin - all towns in the Sagaing region. In Katha, junta troops burned 
down twelve houses and shot at fleeing people after at least 20 Tatmadaw soldiers had been killed in an ambush 
by the Katha People’s Defence Force (PDF). 
According to the Chinland Defence Force (CDF), the Tatmadaw have also suffered heavy losses in the federal state 
of Chin. On 11.11.21 the CDF claimed responsibility for 13 guerilla attacks on a military convoy en route from 
Matupi to Mindat in which almost 60 Tatmadaw soldiers and one CDF fighter were allegedly killed. 
Clashes also occurred between the Tatmadaw and a local armed group in the federal state of Rakhine on 10.11. and 
12.11.21. According to a spokesman of the Arakan Army (AA), the clashes concerned fighting between junta troops 
and the AA in the town of Maungdaw. Junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun refuted this, claiming that the Tatmadaw had 
been fighting the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA). Meanwhile, a border guard has claimed that the group 
concerned was the Rohingya Solidarity Organization (RSO). 

Long prison terms for high-ranking NLD members and journalist Danny Fenster 
On 09.11. and 11.11.21 the junta-controlled courts sentenced the chief minister of Kayin state, Nan Khin Htwe 
Myint, Kayin’s finance minister, Than Naing, and the deposed chief minister of the Tanintharyi region, Myint Maung, 
to prison terms of 75, 90 and eleven years respectively. Nan Khin Htwe Myint and Than Naing were found guilty of 
corruption, while Myint Maung was convicted of sedition, violations of COVID-19 restrictions and embezzling 
development funds. Proceedings are also in progress against high-ranking members of the National League for 
Democracy (NLD). These include the former chief minister of Magway region, Aung Moe Nyo, the toppled de facto 
head of government, Aung San Suu Kyi, and her Australian economic advisor, Sean Turnell. 
On 12.11.21 US journalist Danny Fenster was sentenced to eleven years in prison for sedition, violation of the law 
on illegal associations and breaches of visa regulations.  He faced a life term on two other charges - terrorism and 
insurrection. Fenster was unexpectedly released on 15.11.21. This surprising move followed a meeting between 
former US diplomat Bill Richardson and junta chief Min Aung Hlaing. Fenster was arrested on 24.05.21 and had 
most recently worked for the magazine Frontier Myanmar. 

Nicaragua 

Presidential and parliamentary elections 
According to the Supreme Electoral Council (CSE), which is close to the government, Ortega’s party emerged 
victorious after 97 % of votes cast had been counted, taking around 76 % of the vote and securing 75 out of 90 seats 
in parliament. While the CSE puts the turnout at over 65 %, independent sources have reported widespread 
boycotting of the elections, despite Sandinistan strategies to mobilise voters and “compulsory voting” for civil 
servants (cf. BN of 08.11.21). In the wake of the election, checks were allegedly carried out to verify whether civil 
servants, employees in the health sector and teachers had voted, with various people reporting of dismissals for 
failing to vote or for voting for the opposition. The NGO Periodistas y Comunicadores Independientes de Nicaragua 
(PCIN) additionally recorded 45 attacks on local media representatives by police on election day, further arrests 
and raids. The election result, securing Ortega’s fourth consecutive term in office, received no international 
recognition except in countries such as Venezuela, Cuba or Russia; the Organization of American States and the EU 
condemned the elections as illegitimate and undemocratic. 

Nigeria 

Fatal attacks and abductions in the north-west 
Nigerian media have again reported on a number of attacks and abductions in the north-western federal states. Six 
people are said to have been killed and nine injured in an attack by so-called bandits on the town of Gwarjo in 
Katsina State on 12.11.21, for example. Also in Katsina, between eleven and 13 people were reportedly killed in an 
attack on the town of Batsari on 09.11.21. Eight people are also believed to have been injured and thirteen abducted 
in the attack. On 08.11.21 a former officer of the Nigerian air force was reportedly shot dead in a Kaduna suburb. 
On the same day, bandits on motorbikes killed five people and abducted several women and children in the 
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community of Rijiya in the Gusau local government area of Zamfara State. Also in Gusau, a police patrol was 
ambushed and seven security personnel were killed on 09.11.21. On 10.11.21 the senate in the capital, Abuja, 
observed one minute’s silence for those killed in the attack on the market in Goronyo, Sokoto State on 17.10.21 
which, according to senator Obrahim Gobir, claimed more than 120 lives (cf. BN of 25.10.21). 

North Macedonia 

Prime minister Zaev remains in office after failed motion of no confidence 
According to the latest reports in the media, a motion of no confidence tabled by the opposition against prime 
minister Zaev on 11.11.21 has failed in parliament. The body reportedly lacked the necessary quorum, as only 60 
MPs of the opposition Democratic Party for Macedonian National Unity (VMRO-DPMNE) and its allies appeared 
to vote; the MPs of the governing parties stayed away from the session. A quorum of 61 out of a total of 120 MPs 
is required. The small Albanian Besa party – part of the governing coalition with its three MPs to date – had 
announced that it was leaving the government and intended to vote with the opposition. In the end, only two of its 
MPs changed sides. The third, Kastriot Rexhepi, reportedly stayed away from the vote, stating that in the face of 
strong diplomatic signals from the USA and the EU he had changed his position and wanted to avoid North 
Macedonia getting into a difficult situation on the international stage as a result of an overthrow of the government. 
Two days previously, Zaev had withdrawn his announced resignation, stating that he would continue in office 
despite the defeat in the local elections, in order to keep the country and the government stable. 

Pakistan 

Ceasefire with the TTP 
A one-month ceasefire with Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) entered into force on 09.11.21. The following 
negotiations between the TTP and the Pakistani government will also be overseen by Afghanistan’s new Taliban 
leadership. While the militant groups in Pakistan do not belong to the Taliban who have been in power in 
Afghanistan since August 2021, for ethnic reasons they are commonly interlinked with Pashtunian fighters across 
the border in Afghanistan and pursue the same ideology. 
Tens of thousands of Pakistani civilians and members of the security forces have died as a result of bomb attacks, 
suicide attacks and hostilities by the TTP. Members of the opposition Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) additionally 
accuse the TTP of having been involved in the murder of former prime minister Benazir Bhutto in 2007. Her son, 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, leader of the PPP, has accused the government of failing to inform parliament about details 
of the talks. Pakistani media have criticised the fact that the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party (PTI) under 
Pashtunian prime minister Imran Khan is acting on its own behind closed doors and without involving the people. 

Ban on Islamist TLP lifted 
On 07.11.21 the Pakistani government lifted the ban imposed in 2020 on the Islamist Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
party (TLP), yielding to the pressure of the protest march on the capital, Islamabad (cf. BN of 08.11.21). According 
to the government, the party is now formally permitted to pursue active politics again. According to reports in the 
Pakistani media the party’s leader, Saad Rizvi, who was arrested in April 2021, is expected to be released from 
custody on 08.11.21. The TLP has repeatedly incited violent protests in recent years in order to lend weight to their 
demands on the government. The TLP is also a champion of the country’s blasphemy laws. 

Two bloggers killed 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is calling for an independent investigation into the murder of a blogger who was 
shot dead at his home in the town of Sakhakot on 08.11.21. The blogger reported in social media on social issues, 
including particularly critical coverage of drug trafficking in the Malakaland district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province. The body of a video blogger showing signs of beating and torture was found near Karachi on 03.11.21. 
Several hours previously, the victim had reported that he was receiving threats on account of a video showing 
poachers organising a hunt for a protected species of bird on behalf of Arab dignitaries. 
Pakistan ranks 145th among 180 countries on RSF’s 2021 press freedom index. According to the International 
Federation of Journalists, Pakistan is among the most dangerous countries in which to practice journalism. 
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According to this source, 138 media representatives were killed in Pakistan between 1990 and 2020. The Pakistani 
media rights organisation Freedom Network reports that no-one has been punished for 33 murders of media 
representatives between 2013 and 2019. 

Attacks on security forces 
Two police officers were killed by an explosive device in the tribal district of Pakhtunkhwa in Khyber province on 
13.11.21. Also on 13.11.21, three police officers were killed by an explosive device attached to their police vehicle 
in Quetta, capital of Balochistan province. No-one has claimed responsibility for the attacks. 

Palestinian territories / Israel 

Spyware on mobile devices of Palestinian human rights activists 
An international human rights organisation announced on 08.11.21 that an examination of 75 mobile devices 
belonging to Palestinian human rights activists revealed spyware on six of the devices. This software enables 
external access to the contents of the device concerned and external activation and deactivation of the camera and 
microphone. It remains unclear who placed the spyware on the devices in 2020 and 2021. At least three of the 
individuals affected are employees of organisations which Israel recently classified as terrorist groups (cf. BN of 
25.10.21).  
The spyware originates from a private Israeli company and has previously been discovered on devices belonging to 
media representatives, politicians and activists in more than 40 countries. 

Protests calling for release of prisoners after hunger strike 
It has been reported in the media that renewed protests took place on 11.11.21 to demand the release of five 
Palestinian prisoners from Israeli prisons. The five individuals concerned were reportedly on hunger strike 
independently of one another against their consignment to Israeli administrative custody, which enables the Israeli 
authorities to detain them in prison for months or even years without bringing any charges. They have apparently 
been on hunger strike for between 32 and 120 days (as at 11.11.21) and some are in a life-threatening condition. 
One prisoner ended his hunger strike on 11.11.21 after being told that his release was planned for February 2022.  
According to information from the Israeli prison service, more than 488 persons are currently in administrative 
custody. According to the Israeli authorities, administrative custody is necessary in order to enable suspects to be 
detained without having to disclose sensitive intelligence. Human rights groups complain that the concept denies 
those in administrative custody access to due process. 

Rwanda 

Restrictions on freedom of speech 
Another YouTuber was sentenced to a prison term on 11.11.21. Dieudonné Niyonsenga was sentenced to seven 
years in prison and fined for forgery, identity theft and other criminal offences. Niyonsenga is a high-profile 
YouTuber whose channel has recorded more than 15 million views. His videos are well-known for uncovering and 
denouncing human rights violations. In April 2020, for example, Niyonsenga released a number of videos in which 
he accused Rwandan soldiers of maltreating people living in slums in connection with the measures to combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He was arrested shortly after releasing the videos but subsequently acquitted. He has now 
been convicted after all, following an appeal by the public prosecutor’s office. Human Rights Watch criticised the 
government’s attitude towards YouTubers, bloggers and other people commenting publicly on controversial issues 
back in March 2021. According to HRW, at least eight people who had commented on or criticised controversial 
issues were threatened, arrested or prosecuted in 2020. 
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Russian Federation 

Human rights organisation Memorial faces threat of being banned 
Russia’s oldest and best-known human rights organisation, Memorial, is threatened with closure. The ministry of 
justice announced on 11.11.21 that the Supreme Russian Court would rule on an “application for liquidation” filed 
by the chief public prosecutor’s office on 25.11.21. Memorial, which was founded in 1987, spoke of a “political 
decision” with no legal basis and claimed that the aim was to destroy an organisation which was concerned with 
the history of political repression and with the protection of human rights. Human rights activists complain of 
increasing authoritarian tendencies and the persecution of dissidents and any form of opposition. The Russian 
judiciary accuses Memorial of repeated violations of the “law on foreign agents”. The organisation has been fined 
on various occasions for failing to refer to itself as a foreign agent, although it was forced to register as a foreign 
agent a number of years ago. The law requires recipients of payments from abroad to be declared “agents”. Many 
media representatives are also affected by the law. The regulations are the subject of international criticism as they 
are regarded as a political instrument for arbitrary decisions against dissidents. A further point of criticism is that 
those who take a stand for people’s rights are stigmatised on suspicion of spying.  
Memorial has long been calling for the law to be repealed. To the annoyance of the Russian leadership, the 
organisation speaks up particularly loudly for political prisoners and has been highlighting the severe violations of 
human rights in the North Caucasus, particularly Chechnya for some 20 years now. More than 30 media, 60 
individuals and almost 80 Russian NGOs are currently on the list of “foreign agents” in Russia. Over 70 organisations 
have broken up or have been banned after being classified as such. 

Senegal 

Arrest of opposition figures sparks fresh protests and disturbances 
Disturbances and violent clashes with the police reportedly occurred in the capital, Dakar, on 10.11.21 when the 
opposition figures Barthélémy Dias, Ousmane Sonko and Malick Gakou, all members of the opposition coalition 
Yewwi Askan Wi (Wolof for: “Libérons le peuple”) were temporarily detained. The police allegedly fired tear gas at 
the gathered supporters who were calling for their release. An unknown number of people were injured in the 
clashes. Following the announcement of the opposition figures’ release, the situation reportedly calmed down 
quickly and has since been quiet. Prior to the arrests the police had allegedly prevented Dias, who was accompanied 
by the two opposition leaders and a large crowd of supporters, from attending an appeal court hearing, which was 
adjourned until 01.12.21 due to his absence as the defendant. In the appeal case Dias is appealing against a previous 
two-year prison sentence from 2017 on charges including criminal assault resulting in the death of a supporter of 
former president Abdoulaye Wade. The critic of the government with good prospects of winning the mayoral office 
in Dakar has reportedly claimed that he was the victim of politically motivated prosecution and instrumentalisation 
of the judiciary in the president’s favour with the aim of preventing him from running for mayor.  
Senegal is experiencing its worst unrest for years, and the events in the run-up to the regional and local elections 
on 23.01.22 are reminiscent of the incidents in the period from 03.03. to 06.03.21. Back then, the temporary 
detention (on a rape charge) of Sonko, leader of the party Les Patriotes africains du Sénégal pour le travail, l'éthique 
et la fraternité (PASTEF), who ran for the presidency in 2019 and has good prospects in the presidential election in 
2024, sparked violent unrest and disturbances in Dakar and other towns and cities in the country which claimed a 
number of lives. Sonko also spoke of politically motivated charges and a political campaign against him by president 
Macky Sall with the aim of foiling his plan to run in the next presidential elections. 

Somalia 

Suicide attack in Mogadishu 
A suicide attack on 11.11.21 claimed at least three lives and injured numerous people. The attacker reportedly 
steered his vehicle carrying a bomb into a convoy of the African Union Mission to Somalia (AMISOM). It is not 
known whether the victims were members of AMISOM. According to reports in the media, three police officers 
were injured when a bomb went off in Mogadishu a few hours prior to the attack. 
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AMISOM soldiers sentenced to death 
Two African Union soldiers who were deployed for AMISOM in Somalia have been sentenced to death. Three others 
received 39-year prison sentences. A Ugandan military court in Mogadishu found the Ugandan soldiers guilty of 
having killed seven civilians during an operation against Al-Shabaab in August 2021 (cf. BN of 16.08.21). The soldiers 
are reportedly to be transferred to Uganda. 

Sudan 

Military coup 
General Abdelfattah Al-Burhan, commander in chief of the Sudanese armed forces and former chairman of the 
transitional government’s Sovereign Council, announced on 11.11.21 that the Sovereign Council is to be reinstated 
in its previous form, after being deposed and dissolved together with the transitional government following the 
military coup of 25.10.21 (cf. BN of 08.11.21). He added that the composition of the council would be largely 
retained. Al-Burhan himself will continue to be chairman. He aims to replace only the civilian members of the 
council, with one exception. In the face of this arbitrary appointment of council members, Al-Burhan is being 
accused of breaching the original agreement, according to which the Sovereign Council was to comprise five 
civilians elected by civilian actors, five representatives of the military and one member chosen by common accord 
between civilian actors and military representatives.  
Repeated calls for demonstrations led to renewed protests in various towns and cities in the country on 13.11.21. 
According to reports in the media, tens of thousands of people took part in these demonstrations. Security forces 
used live ammunition against the demonstrators, particularly in the capital, Khartoum, and in the neighbouring city 
of Omdurman. Tear gas was also deployed to drive the demonstrators apart. Military forces and paramilitary units 
reportedly blocked key roads and bridges in the capital to hinder the demonstrations. The internet continues to be 
blocked. According to the central committee of Sudanese doctors, which is close to the protest movement, seven 
people were killed and more than 200 injured during the protests. Among the injured, more than 100 allegedly 
sustained bullet wounds. The police deny that live ammunition was deployed and, according to media reports, have 
stated that 39 police personnel were seriously wounded, while the police themselves applied only minimal force. 
Police stations were allegedly also attacked by demonstrators. Further protests are apparently planned for 17.11.21. 
On the day after the protests, the Al-Jazeera news network reported that the head of its office in Sudan had been 
arrested and taken into custody by security forces. There has been no reporting on the reasons for this arrest. 
International demonstrations of solidarity with the civilian protests took place in Paris, Berlin and Washington, DC, 
for example. 
There are also reports of a further deterioration of the security situation in the Darfur region. Various incidents are 
said to have occurred last week, claiming a total of four lives. 

Syria 

Diplomatic rapprochement with UAE 
On 09.11.21 the foreign minister of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) paid a surprise visit to the Syrian capital, where 
he met president Bashar al-Assad. This is the first state visit to Syria by the Emirates since the beginning of the 
Syrian conflict in 2011. The UAE has long supported the armed opposition in Syria, but nevertheless reopened its 
embassy in Damascus back in December 2018. 
Following the recent rapprochement with Jordan in September 2021, the ambassadorial visit by the UAE represents 
a further step towards possible reintegration into the Arab world. 

Flights to Minsk suspended 
The private Syrian airline company Cham Wings Airlines announced on 13.11.21 that it had suspended all flights 
between Damascus and the Belarusian capital, Minsk. It stated that it had taken this step in response to the current 
crisis at the Belarusian borders with Poland, Lithuania and Latvia, explaining that it was difficult to identify those 
among the passengers flying to Minsk who intended to travel on to the EU border.  
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Report on possible war crime by the USA 
A report in the New York Times of 13.11.21 accuses the US military of obfuscating the circumstances of an air raid 
in 2019 in which up to 64 women and children were allegedly killed. The air strikes took place near Baghuz in 
eastern Syria, a former IS stronghold. 
U.S. Central Command responded to the accusations on the same day, reiterating its own version of events, 
according to which 80 people were killed in the military operation, including 16 IS combatants and four civilians. It 
stated that it was not possible to determine whether the remaining 60 persons were also civilians, as women and 
children could also have been IS combatants. While the military accepts full responsibility for the unintentional 
loss of life, it claims that the air strikes were proportionate in view of the prevailing situation. The allied Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF), who were fighting on the ground at the time, called for air support, stating that there 
were no civilians in the area. 
According to the report in the New York Times, a U.S. Air Force lawyer who was in the operations centre at the 
time was of the opinion that the attack potentially constituted a war crime. He duly informed the inspector general’s 
office at the defence ministry and the US Senate’s committee for parliamentary oversight of the armed forces, but 
to no effect. 

Togo 

Attack on security forces 
On the night of 08.11.21 or on the night of 09.11.21, according to different sources, unknown persons attacked a 
post of the security forces in Sanloaga (Kpendjal prefecture, Savanes region) in the north of the country. The 
combatants, who are presumed to have entered the country from nearby Burkina Faso, were repelled. There were 
no fatalities. 
In Togo, as in the neighbouring coastal countries of Benin and Ghana, there are fears that extremist groups active 
in the northern neighbouring countries of Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger could extend their activities into their 
national territories. 

Opposition figure remanded in custody 
Opposition figure Jean-Paul Edoh Oumolou, who was arrested on 04.11.21 (cf. BN of 08.11.21), has been remanded 
in custody pending trial following a decision to this effect by an investigating judge. Oumolou has been charged, 
among other things, with incitement to insurrection against the authority of the state and spreading fake news. 

Turkey 

IS suspects arrested 
It was reported in the media on 11.11.21 that nine foreign nationals suspected of being members of the IS and Al 
Qaeda terrorist groups were arrested in raids in Istanbul. At least nine IS suspects were arrested in Eskisehir 
province on 09.11.21. 

Restrictions for flights to Belarus 
On 12.11.21 Turkey’s aviation authority announced restrictions for nationals with Syrian, Iraqi and Yemeni 
passports. They are not allowed to purchase tickets or fly from Turkish territory to Belarus until further notice, 
following threats by the EU to impose sanctions on airlines transporting migrants to Belarus. 

Ban on body searches 
The new regulations for prisons, which prohibit the Turkish authorities from carrying out body searches on 
unclothed persons, entered into force when they were published in the Turkish official gazette (Rasmi Gazette) on 
12.11.21. The new regulations stipulate a “detailed search” in place of body searches, after representatives of civil 
society raised accusations of torture against police officers. Two women brought an action for humiliating 
treatment and torture in 2020, after being arrested in July 2013 on suspicion of participation in the Taksim protests 
and subsequently being stripped and subjected to body searches at a police station. 
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Tunisia 

Demonstrations against president Saied 
On 14.11.21 thousands of people demonstrated outside the parliamentary building against the measures taken by 
president Saied on 25.07.21 (cf. BN of 26.07.21), blocking a number of roads in the capital. According to various 
sources, currently suspended MPs also took part in the protests. The demonstrators also protested against the 
observation of civilians by the military court in connection with criticism of the president and against restrictions 
imposed on the media. The police deployed vehicles to keep the demonstrators away from the parliamentary 
building. 

Conviction for sexual harassment 
On 12.11.21 the former MP Zouheir Makhlouf was sentenced to one year in prison for “sexual harassment” and 
“public outrage”. In 2019 a female high school pupil photographed him masturbating in his car outside a school, 
which sparked the birth of a movement along the lines of of #MeToo in Tunisia. A wave of testimonies by victims 
of harassment ensued. 

Security forces and residents clash over waste dump 
A demonstration on 10.11.21 by residents in Agareb (Sfax region) against the re-opening of a waste dump escalated 
after a participant died. The protesters claim that the re-opening constitutes a danger to public health. Refuse has 
been piling up on pavements since the Agareb site was closed in September 2021. Residents claim that the refuse, 
including hazardous industrial and medical waste, is responsible for a number of illnesses. Security forces used tear 
gas several times to drive away hundreds of demonstrators. President Saied promised to attend to the problem. 

Venezuela 

Situation of children: Developmental delay and growth retardation increasing 
According to a study by Caritas Venezuela examining data on over 45,000 children aged under five in the poorest 
areas of the country between 2017 and 2019, more than 30 % of these children revealed retarded growth compared 
with the WHO growth standards for children from 2006. In addition, acute malnutrition reached a level of around 
12 % in 2020 and developmental delays have been rising continually in the examined group since 2016. 

Yemen 

Anti-Houthi coalition withdraws troops 
The Saudi-led coalition troops announced on 12.11.21 that they had withdrawn from the area around the port in 
Hodeida on the west coast. Hodeida was divided up between the warring parties on the initiative of the UN in 2018, 
and the coalition subsequently imposed a de facto blockade on the strategically important port. The Houthi rebels 
have called for a lifting of the air and sea blockade as a precondition for the commencement of ceasefire talks. The 
Saudi military withdrew from Aden on 10.11.21. According to a spokesman for the coalition troops, the troops in 
Aden and Hodeida have not been completely withdrawn but merely transferred to more active fronts, however. 

Aden: Car bomb kills journalist 
Pregnant journalist Rasha al-Harazi was killed when a bomb attached to her car, in which she was travelling with 
her husband, exploded on 09.11.21. Her husband, who also works as a journalist, was seriously injured in the 
explosion. The married couple reportedly worked for a TV station from the United Arab Emirates. A number of car 
bomb attacks have taken place in the city of Aden in recent weeks, claiming at least 18 lives. It is unclear who is 
behind the attacks. 

Houthis convict model of “immorality” 
On 07.11.21 a Houthi court in Sanaa handed down a five-year prison sentence to Yemeni model Intisar al-Hammadi 
for “violating public morals” and “contravening Islamic principles”. Photographs showing her without a headscarf 
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were reportedly to be seen on the internet. Al-Hammadi was arrested in a security check in February 2021 and was 
allegedly subjected to psychological and physical violence in custody. 
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