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Afghanistan 

Government affairs 
Passports have been issued in Kabul again since 19.12.21. The issuance of e-Tazkiras resumed in Mazar-e Sharif in 
Balkh province on 16.12.21. On the same day, the Taliban appointed 69 new judges for 33 provinces (with the 
exception of Panjshir province). It has been reported in the press that the Taliban have recruited thousands of 
fighters from Pakistan in the past four months. The Pakistani government has invited the Taliban to a meeting of 
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) at which the economic future and political redevelopment of 
Afghanistan are to be discussed. The USA, Russia, the United Kingdom and the EU have also been invited to send 
delegates to the meeting. After arriving with a delegation on 18.12.21, foreign minister Mutaqi requested numerous 
countries to re-open their embassies in the country. The OIC resolved to set up a humanitarian relief fund for 
Afghanistan at the beginning of 2022. On 12.12.21 the Taliban required businessmen in Logar province to attend 
prayers at mosques and banned hairdressers from shaving beards. 

Violence against civilians 
On 18.12.21 a cleric was shot dead by unknown assailants in Kabul and on 17.12.21 a bomb attack was carried out 
on another cleric in Kabul. The latter cleric and two other civilians suffered minor injuries One civilian reportedly 
died. Also in Kabul, a civilian was killed and two members of the Taliban were injured in an explosion on 14.12.21. 
No-one has claimed responsibility for the attacks to date. It has been reported from Pul-e Khumri, capital of 
Baghlan province, that local residents are asking the Taliban to wear uniforms, as they are unable to distinguish 
members of the Taliban’s security forces from armed criminals. According to the report, the Taliban have replied 
that they do not have any uniforms available as yet. On 15.12.21 Amnesty International (ai) published a report on 
war crimes during the Taliban’s conquest of the country and is calling on the International Criminal Court to 
prosecute crimes by all the involved warring parties. 

Economic and humanitarian situation 
The World Bank handed over US$ 19.2 million in cash to the Afghanistan International Bank (AIB) on 12.12.21. It 
is being reported that the UN will provide the AIB with up to US$ 20 million in cash on a weekly basis up to March 
2022, in order to avert a humanitarian disaster and to stabilise the value of the afghani (AFN). On 13.12.21 a Taliban 
spokesman welcomed America’s decision to allow private transfers of money to Afghanistan and assured the 
population of access to services such as Western Union or MoneyGram. On 15.12.21 the USA stated that it would 
be supplying US$ 474 million of additional humanitarian aid and one million vaccination doses for COVID-19 to 
Afghanistan in 2022. Following an almost 12 % drop in the value of the AFN on 12.12.21, Afghanistan’s central bank 
was able to arrest its steep decline on 13.12.21. In response to the AFN’s falling value, food prices have soared once 
again and there are reports of people criticising the Taliban government for failing to bring the economic situation 
under control. On 13.12.21 the Taliban announced that the Mes Aynak copper mine in Logar province had been put 
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back into operation. The mine was previously operated in cooperation with China and a Taliban spokesman has 
stated that negotiations on the continuation of the project are in progress with China. Many factories are closed at 
present due to a lack of raw materials. On 15.12.21 the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) reported 
that more than half the population – 22.8 million people – are suffering from acute hunger, while temperatures 
have dropped below freezing. According to a Taliban spokesman, US$ 1.2 million of humanitarian aid from 
Turkmenistan arrived in Herat province on 15.12.21. It is reported that the entire town of Firuzkuh in Ghor province 
has been without power for three months. According to the power supplier, the blackout results from unpaid bills. 
On 18.12.21 civil servants demonstrated in Kabul to demand payment of their outstanding salaries. 

Education and women’s rights 
A number of women demonstrated for their rights outside the United Nations building in Kabul on 16.12.21. At a 
meeting which formed part of a 16-day campaign against violence against women in Kabul on 13.12.21, women’s 
rights activists stated that the number of cases of violence against women had risen in recent months. There are 
reports that female teachers in Kabul have set up secret schools in private homes for girls in the seventh year and 
higher, as the Taliban have only reopened primary schools (up to year six) for girls. On 14.12.21 the deputy prime 
minister appointed by the Taliban met with university professors to discuss measures to deter them from leaving 
the country. No date was announced for the reopening of state universities, however. 

Health system 
Doctors from the only hospital in Kabul which is treating patients with COVID-19 report that they do not have 
sufficient tests, medicines and oxygen to treat patients. It is further reported that more than 30 hospitals with 
COVID-19 wards have closed since the Taliban came to power. In addition to COVID-19, there are also outbreaks 
of cholera, measles and polio at present, and many hospitals lack even the most basic resources. 

Angola 

Strikes in the health system 
Following the suspension of a one-week strike by doctors on 18.12.21, a strike by nursing staff is to begin in the 
capital and province of Luanda on 20.12.21. The strike is to be continued at intervals until the demands, including 
higher pay and better working conditions, are met. Emergency care will be maintained, in contrast to the chaos in 
the health system which was caused by the doctors’ strike. The doctors have granted their employers 90 days’ time 
to meet their demands. 

Burkina Faso 

Prime minister appoints new government 
Lassina Zerbo, who became prime minister on 10.12.21 (cf. BN of 13.12.21), appointed a new government on 
13.12.21. With 26 members, it is smaller than the previous government (34 members). 19 members of the cabinet 
have left their posts, ten new members have joined the cabinet and a number of departments have been merged. 

Central African Republic 

EU training mission suspended, sanctions imposed on Wagner Group 
It emerges from reports in the media that the EU suspended training measures for the Central African army as part 
of the EUTM RCA mission on 15.12.21. The decision to suspend the measures relates to the influence of the Wagner 
Group – a mercenary force from the Russian Federation – on the army (cf. BN of 06.12.21). EUTM staff in the area 
of strategic guidance are to remain in the country. The EU has reportedly made a resumption of the measures 
conditional on a guarantee that the units receiving training will not come under Wagner’s control. 
A government spokesperson has denied that Wagner is active in the country, stating that the government does not 
have a contract with any such group, adding that the term ‘Wagner’ originates from Europe. Officially, the personnel 
concerned are generally referred to as Russian instructors and advisors. On 13.12.21 the EU Council imposed 
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restrictive measures on the Wagner Group itself and on three organisations and eight individuals linked to the 
group, as part of sanctions relating to the global human rights situation and the situation in Libya, Syria and Ukraine 
(Implementing Regulation (EU) 2021/2192-2195). The sanctioned individuals include Valery Zakharov, security 
advisor to president Touadéra of the Central African Republic. 

Chile 

Result of run-off for the presidency 
With 99.8 % of votes counted, left-wing candidate Gabriel Boric won the run-off for the presidency on 19.12.21, 
according to the official election authority. He took just over 55.5 % of the vote, beating his rival, right-wing populist 
José António Kast, who had achieved a narrow victory in the first ballot (cf. BN of 29.11.21). 

China 

Hong Kong: Parliamentary election 
A new city parliament was elected in Hong Kong on 19.12.21. Only “real patriots” were qualified to run for election 
and the people were only able to choose 20 of the 90 MPs, while the remaining 70 were selected by professional 
bodies and a pro-Peking electoral commission. Prior to the electoral reform of March 2021, 35 out of a total of 70 
seats were allocated by direct ballot. 
Turnout stood at 30.2 %, marking an all-time low since the first parliamentary election in 1991. The largest pro-
democracy opposition parties, including the Democratic Party, did not field any candidates. In the end, the pro-
China camp took 89 out of 90 seats. Arrest warrants were issued for a number of people ahead of the elections 
because they had called for people to cast spoiled ballots. 

Colombia 

Protection mechanisms for endangered persons 
On 09.12.21 a member of the America research team at Human Rights Watch (HRW) voiced criticism of a decree 
issued by the Colombian government in September 2021 on a reform of the protection mechanisms for endangered 
persons. The researcher asserted that the reform not only increased the level of evidence required to obtain 
protection for family members but also reduced the degree of transparency on who qualifies for appropriate 
protection and abolishes a corresponding preliminary assessment group. He also criticised the inadequate 
implementation of protection mechanisms and the overburdening of the only fully implemented mechanism, 
Unidad Nacional de Protección (UNP). He additionally warned against a further reduction of collective protection 
measures in a country in which more than 130 social leaders have already been killed in 2021 to date. 

UN reports: Police violence during protests in September 2020 and since the spring of 2021 
The independent report by a seven-strong UN-backed expert commission investigating police violence during the 
protests in Bogotá in September 2020 was presented on 13.12.21. The demonstrations concerned were a response 
to police violence in connection with the death of a man in an incident similar to the George Floyd case. The man, 
who had broken curfew rules, was restrained by police officers over a prolonged period and tasered. He later died 
of his injuries. In the ensuring protests in Bogotá and the suburb of Soacha, the police killed a total of eleven people 
and 75 people sustained bullet wounds. Against the backdrop of a “police massacre”, the report details the 
disproportionate use of force and arbitrary arrests by state security forces, violence against police officers, gender-
specific violence and the criminalisation of poverty. It further criticises the sluggish legal processes relating to the 
incidents, warning against creating a climate of impunity in this connection. 
A second report presented by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on 15.12.21 
states that the police are additionally responsible for 28 killings during the protests in the spring and summer of 
2021, ten of which are blamed on the special unit Escuadrón Móvil Antidisturbios (ESMAD). In all, at least 46 people 
were killed between April and July 2021, including two police officers. In this context, the OHCHR also notes that 
over 1,660 people were victims of physical police violence and 60 women were subjected to sexual violence by 
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police officers, in addition to which 27 people remain missing to date. The OHCHR further criticises the police’s 
failure to take action against armed civilians, who are also held responsible for ten deaths, and calls for a 
comprehensive reform of the militarised police and for the police force to be placed under the control of the interior 
ministry instead of the defence ministry. 

DR Congo 

Kinshasa: Man dies as a result of torture by police 
According to a feature broadcast by the Okapi UN radio station on 20.12.21, Olivier Punga Tshibanda, who was 
found dead on the premises of a special police unit in Kinshasa, was tortured to death by members of the police 
force. The national Congolese police force (PNC) condemns the use of torture in its official Twitter account. Citing 
the PNC’s communications department, Okapi further reports that the suspected perpetrators have been arrested 
and brought before the public prosecutor. The government has also announced for its part that the suspected 
perpetrators must face criminal proceedings. 

North Kivu, Masisi: state institutions committing serious human rights violations 
Citing local NGO Umoja Africa, the UN radio station Okapi reported on 14.12.21 that the law enforcement agencies 
and security forces in the Masisi territory of North Kivu province, which is under a state of emergency, are 
committing serious human rights violations in a climate of impunity. Various cases of torture leading to death, other 
forms of maltreatments, arbitrary arrests and abductions have reportedly come to light. The NGO called on the 
military judiciary to prosecute those responsible. 

Various public gatherings suppressed in the capital, Kinshasa 
The Congolese news site La Prospérité has reported that police forces once again prevented a sit-in demonstration 
outside the headquarters of the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI) on 13.12.21. Various civil-
society actors and opposition parties had again called for people to attend the demonstration, which was intended 
to demand CENI’s depoliticisation (cf. BN of 29.11.21). A number of activists from the Lamuka coalition were 
reportedly arrested and an unspecified number of demonstrators were injured.  
On 14.12.21 La Prospérité reported that the police had crushed a political rally by the party Alliance des élites pour 
un Nouveau Congo (A.e.N.C.) which had been approved by the competent authorities. A confrontation took place 
between the police and the party’s supporters. No further details are known. 
 

Ethiopia 

Amharic towns recaptured by government troops / Worsening of the situation in West Tigray 
According to government reports, pro-government troops have recaptured several towns in the Amhara region 
which were under the control of Tigrayan forces. These include the town of Lalibela, which the Tigray People's 
Liberation Front (TPLF) had recently recaptured (cf. BN of 13.12.21). The TPLF claims that its retreat from Amhara 
forms part of a strategic plan.  
Human Rights Watch (HRW) and Amnesty International (ai) have reported atrocities in the west of the Tigray 
region. Pro-government Amharic forces have allegedly carried out raids, driving out, arresting and killing large 
numbers of Tigrays. Imprisoned Tigrayans are reportedly held in life-threatening conditions, are subject to torture 
and starvation and lack adequate medical care.  
The UN Human Rights Council has since resolved to set up a commission inquiry to investigate violations of the 
law in the Tigray conflict. The Ethiopian government has already stated that it does not recognise the resolution 
and does not intend to cooperate. 

Media representatives arrested 
14 journalists have reportedly been arrested since the state of emergency was declared at the beginning of 
November 2021. In some instances, their whereabouts are not known. The emergency law grants the government 
far-reaching powers, makes it easier to carry out arrests and severely restricts critical reporting. 
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Gambia 

Reports detailing rise in gender-specific violence 
According to a report in the media on 16.12.21, the Network Against Gender Based Violence (NGBV) has revealed 
a strong rise in gender-specific violence during the COVID-19 health crisis. The Demographic and Health Survey 
conducted by the Gambian statistical authority for the period from 2019 to 2020 and media reports from 2021 
citing reports by the National Human Rights Commission and the NGBV all paint a bleak picture of the situation 
for girls and women exposed to gender-specific violence (cf. BN of 31.03., 15.05., 02.08.21). 

Haiti / Honduras / Venezuela 

Warning of humanitarian emergency in 2022 in Haiti, Honduras and Venezuela 
According to information from the relief organisation International Rescue Committee (IRC), a total of 274 million 
people worldwide will be reliant on humanitarian aid in 2022 – an increase of some 39 over 2021. The NGO’s annual 
Emergency Watchlist for the coming year identifying the 20 countries most severely affected by humanitarian crisis 
includes Haiti, Honduras and Venezuela in the unranked 11th to 20th positions. While the NGO lists Haiti and 
Honduras on account of the unstable political situation, the continuing or increasing influence of criminal gangs or 
maras and natural disasters, Venezuela is included first and foremost due to the continual political and social crisis, 
growing food insecurity and hunger, the increasing incidence of armed clashes in the border region between 
Venezuela and Colombia and the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on an already weak health system. 

Haiti 

Tanker explosion: At least 75 dead 
More than 60 people died when a truck loaded with fuel exploded in the northern town of Cap-Haïtien on 13.12.21. 
The majority of the victims were attempting to siphon off fuel from the crashed vehicle. While fuel deliveries have 
resumed in the past month following blockades by local gangs (cf. BN of 15.11.21), many people still lack the 
necessary supplies. According to information from doctors, at least 14 additional people died of their injuries in 
hospital. They said the local health service was not adequately prepared for such a large number of patients to be 
admitted at the same time. 

Remaining hostages released 
According to the Haitian justice ministry, the remaining twelve employees of the NGO Christian Aid Ministries and 
their dependants who were kidnapped by the 400 Mavozo gang in October were released on 16.12.21 (cf. BN of 
18.10.21, 29.11.21 and 06.12.21). No further details of their release or any ransom payments have emerged. 

Honduras 

Results of the presidential elections 
While an official final result has yet to be announced three weeks after the general elections of 28.11.21, with 99 % 
of votes counted presidential candidate Xiomara Castro (LIBRE) has secured more than 50 % of the vote, well ahead 
of the candidate fielded by the Partido Nacional de Honduras (PNH), Nasry Asfura, on almost 37 %. This means that 
Castro is set to become the country’s first female president. The turnout stood at 68.5 %. According to the EU 
election monitoring mission, voting went off largely freely and fairly, although the election monitors did criticise 
the political violence ahead of the election (cf. BN of 29.11.21), the weak position of the national electoral council 
(CNE) and the use of state resources for the election campaign of the currently governing PNH. Recounts and 
checks of ballot papers were carried out in some instances at the request of various parties, primarily for national 
congress mandates. The checking process is not yet complete. 
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Iran 

Execution of a well-known Kurdish activist 
Foreign media and human rights organisations report that a Kurdish political prisoner who had been in custody 
since 2016 was executed at the central prison of Sanandaj (Kurdistan province) on 19.12.21. The man’s lawyer has 
told human rights organisations that his client was unaware of his impending execution until the evening of 
18.12.21. His next of kin were not informed beforehand, either. 
The executed man was arrested in 2016 and charged with armed rebellion against the state. He was accused of 
involvement in the murder of three members of the Revolutionary Guards (pasdaran) and membership of the 
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (DPKI). The murder victims were evidently Sunni Kurds. Presumably forced 
confessions relating to these charges were broadcast on Press TV, an English-language channel of the state 
broadcasting station, in 2017. A death sentence was passed in January 2020 and subsequently confirmed by the 
27th branch of the supreme court in August 2020. According to an Iranian human rights organisation, applications 
for a further judicial review were rejected by the supreme court in August 2021. In a video which is circulating in 
social media, the imprisoned man spoke of torture (e.g. whipping and strangulation) by local members of the secret 
service. 

Hunger strike in Urumiyeh central prison (West Azerbaijan province) 
Foreign media and Kurdish human rights organisations report that at least 47 inmates of the central prison in 
Urumiyeh have gone on hunger strike. The inmates in block 10 are protesting in this way against their impending 
transfer to a high-security zone at the prison. The inmates concerned are reportedly political and religious prisoners 
for whom an isolated section has been specifically built at the prison. Human rights organisations have reported on 
the central prison in the provincial capital of Urumiyeh on numerous occasions in the past, most recently regarding 
an increase in transfers of its inmates to high-security prisons since September 2021 (cf. BN of 08.11.21), but also 
on the subject of a high rate among inmates as a result of infection with COVID-19. 

Migration: Survey of motives for emigration 
A telephone survey conducted by Iranian polling agency Keyou Analytics among 1,500 people living in Iran revealed 
that 67 % of respondents wished to leave Iran permanently. 80 % of respondents cited economic grounds as the 
decisive factor. 22 % stated cultural reasons and 7 % political grounds. The surveyed individuals were able to state 
several factors determining their wish to emigrate. Interestingly, the wish to emigrate did not reveal any notable 
differences between people living in urban and rural settings. 45 % of respondents wishing to emigrate were single 
and 27 % married. 43 % of respondents wishing to emigrate were under 30 years of age. 

Iraq 

Operations against IS 
The Iraqi air force carried out an air strike on an IS position in Diyala province on 19.12.21. Two suspected members 
of the terrorist militia died. The current intensification of military action is being accompanied by a wave of arrests 
in the Kurdistan Region (KRG); on 15.12.21 two suspected arms smugglers belonging to the terrorist militia were 
arrested, while on 18.12.21 widespread arrests and house searches took place. 
It also emerged on 16.12.21 that Peshmerga units had found a mass grave containing the bodies of at least ten Iraqi 
soldiers near a former IS prison. Insofar as it has been possible to identify the bodies so far, the victims appear to 
be members of the Iraqi army who were abducted in 2018. 

Executions 
Three men were executed by hanging in Nasiriya on 04.12.21. All three were accused of participating in a terrorist 
attack in 2013. In Iraq, execution must be explicitly approved by the president. In 2020 the number of executions 
fell to 45 (from 100 in 2019); this year there had previously been nine executions (three in January and six in August). 
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Closure of last IDP camp in Ninive 
The closure of the last camp for internally displaced persons (IDP) in the governorate of Ninive, Al-Jada, was 
ordered on 05.12.21. This means that central Iraq has now closed all such camps; the aim is to force the return of 
internally displaced persons. However, as reconstruction efforts are extremely limited, the security situation is often 
precarious, there is no assurance of basic necessities in many regions, particularly within Ninive, and returns are 
often refused by members of tribes or militias, it is unlikely that the majority of the internally displaced persons will 
actually return to their places of origin. 

Lebanon 

Economic situation 
Lebanon’s economy remains on a downward spiral. The Lebanese pound (LBP) continued its nosedive on the semi-
official market, hitting a new all-time low of one US dollar to 29,000 LBP on 14.12.21. Undertakings by the central 
bank to supply the banks with more foreign currency for the rest of the month led to a slight stabilisation. Various 
groups staged protests against the economic situation in all larger towns and cities throughout the country. It has 
since become uncertain whether the last medical subsidies may drop in the near future. These relate first and 
foremost to medicines for the treatment of chronic illnesses, such as cancer. The USA has donated more than 
600,000 doses of COVID vaccines to Lebanon in order to relieve the strain on the country’s health system and to 
promote global vaccination efforts. 

Tensions between Fatah and Hamas 
In the wake of the fatal exchange of fire between Fatah and Hamas supporters (cf. BN of 13.12.21), the three people 
who died were buried on 14.12.21. While the situation remained peaceful overall as the funeral went ahead, explicit 
accusations were directed towards Fatah. Hamas is demanding that the perpetrators, whose names are not 
generally known, be surrendered for handover to the Lebanese authorities. As the Lebanese authorities doe not 
operate within the Palestinian camps, Fatah would have to organise such a handover entirely on its own initiative. 

Libya 

Violent clashes in Sabha 
Violent clashes occurred between local security forces and a militia allied with general Haftar in the southern Libyan 
city of Sabha on the night of 13.12.21. According to reports in the media, at least two people were injured and one 
killed. Shortly before the incident, local police had been attacked by another armed group allied with general Haftar, 
in the course of which a number of police vehicles supplied by the interior ministry were stolen. According to police 
information, the vehicles were intended for security operations in connection with the presidential elections which 
are planned for 24.12.21. 

Mali 

1.2 million people threatened by food crisis 
According to information from various relief organisations, over 1.2 million people in Mali are at risk of starvation. 
This is the highest number since the beginning of the crisis in 2012. In some regions, the number of starving people 
has increased three-fold in comparison to last year. This strong rise is attributable to the tense security situation, 
serious droughts and the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Sustained droughts have had a severe impact on the country and more than 225,000 hectares of farming land have 
been lost. More than 3 million people are directly affected, particularly in the regions of Mopti, Ségou and Timbuktu. 
The international NGO INGO Forum Mali (FONGIM) forecasts that food insecurity could rise by a further 58 % in 
2022. Relief organisations are unable to reach those in need in many regions on account of the poor security 
situation. 
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Montenegro 

Police officer arrested in connection with earlier attack on journalist 
According to a report in the media, the supreme court of Montenegro ordered the arrest of two suspected members 
of an organised crime gang, Darko Lalovic and Branislav Karadzic, on 17.12.21. The two men are accused of 
preparing an attack on journalist Olivera Lakic in 2018. The accused are strongly suspected of having committed 
the crime concerned.  The authorities have confirmed that Lalovic is a police officer. Regarding claims in the media 
of possible contacts between the police officer and drug gangs, special prosecutor Milivoje Katnic has pointed out 
that investigations are ongoing. Deputy prime minister Dritan Abazovic has reportedly called on the public 
prosecutor to clear up all cases involving attacks on journalists, including earlier incidents. In a corresponding 
statement he announced a tougher approach with regard to the prosecution of violent crimes against media 
representatives. In its 2021 progress report, the EU had noted only limited progress for the country in this area. 

Myanmar 

Fighting in various parts of the country, attacks in Mandalay 
According to reports in the media, at least 3,000 people fled in the face of fighting between the Myanmarese military 
(Tatmadaw) and the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) in Lay Kay Kaw (Kayin State) on 15.12. and 16.12.21. 
By 18.12.21 between 1,500 and 2,500 of the people who had fled their homes had crossed the border into Thailand. 
They were shot at by the Tatmadaw while on the run, as a result of which a number of people were injured and a 
grenade landed on Thai territory. The fighting was triggered by a raid in which Tatmadaw soldiers searching for 
opposition figures arrested around 30 people, including former NLD MP Wai Lin Aung. 
Between 11.12. and 17.12.21, clashes also occurred between the Tatmadaw and ethnic armies of People’s Defence 
Forces (PDF) in Yangon, the townships of Ayadaw, Myaung and Yesagyo (Sagaing region), the border region 
between Magway and Chin, Loikaw and Demoso townships (Kayah State) and Gangaw township (Magway region), 
leaving dozens of people dead. At least 20 people were killed in Gangaw on 17.12.21 when they came under fire 
from a helicopter. In the course of the attacks in Sagaing, the military burned down over 100 houses on 13.12.21. 
In Mandalay, unknown attackers killed a city district administrator appointed by the military and a married couple 
suspected of spying on 11.12. and 12.12.21. Another person died when they were hit by gunfire from security forces. 

Junta blocks humanitarian aid 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported on 13.12.21 that security forces are hindering the supply of humanitarian aid 
for millions of people in all parts of the country by blocking access roads, destroying relief supplies and attacking 
employees of relief organisations. According to HRW, relief operations are being made additionally difficult by new 
travel restrictions for humanitarian relief workers and as a result of the shutdown of telecommunications services. 

Rohingya receive prison terms for “illegal migration” 
On 14.12.21 a court in Maungdaw (Rakhine State) sentenced 199 persons to five years’ imprisonment under the 
immigration law for attempting to flee by boat from a refugee camp in Bangladesh to Malaysia. The convicted 
persons included 90 minors, who were released on 15.12.21. 102 of the 109 persons transferred to the prison in 
Buthidaung are Rohingya from Maungdaw. 

Nicaragua 

Freedom of the press and freedom of speech: Further NGOs shut down, censorship of COVID-19-related deaths 
According to a study by the observatory for transparency and combating corruption (Observatorio por la 
Transparencia y Anticorrupción), the health ministry has concealed almost 9,000 deaths in connection with COVID-
19, tests are rarely carried out or in exceptional cases at high prices (US$ 150), the vaccination rate lacks 
transparency and financial resources which have been allocated to fight the pandemic are not being deployed 
adequately.   
On 13.12.21 the Sandinista-dominated national assembly (Asamblea Nacional, AN) revoked the legal status of two 
further NGOs – the Universidad Hispanoamericana (Uhispam) and the employees’ council Consejo Nicaragüense 
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de la Micro, Pequeña y Mediana Empresa (Conimipyme) – and ordered the closure of the NGO FIDEG, which has 
conducted independent studies into the economy and poverty to date, citing a breach of the law against foreign 
agents. On 14.12.21 the AN dissolved nine further NGOs for breaches of the law on not-for-profit corporate bodies 
and of the law on money laundering, the funding of terrorism and the propagation of weapons of mass destruction. 
This brings the total number of civil organisations to be closed in 2021 to date to 57 (cf. BN of 26.07.21, 02.08.21, 
23.08.21 and 30.08.21). 

Nigeria 

Lethal attacks in northern and central Nigeria 
Attacks on a number of communities which claimed over 50 lives in all caused a nationwide stir in mid-December 
2021: on 19.12.21 unknown persons attacked three villages belonging to the Giwa local government area (LGA) in 
the northern federal state of Kaduna. Citing official sources, media reports put the death toll at 38, noting that the 
attackers also destroyed buildings, vehicles and agricultural produce.  Similar attacks in the LGAs of Chikun, Zaria 
and Zangon Kataf in the same federal state claimed at least nine lives.  
According to reports in the media, armed individuals attacked a local market in the village of Pinau in Plateau State, 
central Nigeria on 12.12.21, killing at least eight people and injuring a number of people. The identities of the 
attackers also remained unknown after this incident. Kaduna, Niger, Katsina, Sokoto and Zamfara are among the 
federal states most severely affected by attacks by so-called bandits. President Buhari’s government is under 
increasing pressure to do more to improve the security situation in northern and central Nigeria. 

Setback for gender equality before the law 
A gender equality bill has suffered a renewed setback in the Nigerian senate. On 15.12.21 senator Abiodun Olujimi, 
a member of the Peoples' Democratic Party (PDP) from Ekiti State in the south-west of the country, saw herself 
forced to withdraw the bill. In the senatorial debate, male senators – for the most part representatives of northern 
states of Nigeria – had voiced socio-cultural concerns and referred to reservations among the people on religious 
grounds. The bill aims, among other things, to guarantee women’s right to equal employment opportunities and 
equal hereditary rights for male and female descendants. It also includes measures against gender-specific 
discrimination in political and public life. This represents the third rebuff for the legislative proposal since March 
2016. The bill’s opponents also justify their negative stance on the grounds that the Nigerian constitution already 
provides adequate protection for citizens’ rights, including women’s rights.  
The Nigerian Senate is the second chamber of the National Assembly of Nigeria, with the House of Representatives 
forming the first chamber. It comprises 109 senators. 

Palestinian territories / Israel 

West Bank: Increase in violent incidents, Israeli student shot dead by attackers 
It has been reported in the media that an Israeli student was killed when the car in which he was travelling came 
under fire on 16.12.21. Two other people suffered minor injuries. The attack apparently occurred near a former 
settlement, Homesh, in the north of the West Bank, which was dissolved at the same time as the clearing of the 
settlements in the Gaza Strip in 2005. In recent years, settlers have established an outpost there, which is not 
authorised by the Israeli government. There are several dozen such outposts in the West Bank, which are commonly 
tolerated by the Israeli government, even though it regards them as illegal. The Israeli students had reportedly 
attended a Jewish seminar there and their car was hit by more than ten shots after making their departure.  
On 19.12.21 the Israeli military announced that it had arrested four Palestinians suspected of involvement in the 
incident and seized the weapon which was allegedly used in the attack.  
Numerous violent attacks by settlers on Palestinian residents of the West Bank and their property occurred on 
17.12.21. Palestinians’ cars and houses were damaged or destroyed in a number of villages. At least two people 
required hospital treatment. A resident of the village of Qaryout reported an attempted kidnapping.  
A Palestinian woman was arrested on 18.12.21 following an attack on a female Jewish settler in Hebron. 
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The past weeks and months have reportedly witnessed an increase in knife attacks by Palestinians on Israelis and 
also in the number of attacks by settlers on members of the Palestinian population in the West Bank. 

Republic of the Congo 

Opposition politician once again refused permission to leave the country 
The authorities have reportedly once again prevented the leader of the opposition party Forces Républicaines et 
démocratiques (UPC), Paulin Makaya, who is in poor health, from leaving the country on medical grounds. The 
opposition politician was similarly refused permission to leave the country back in 2018. 

Senegal 

Anti-government demonstration 
Hundreds of Senegalese took to the streets in Dakar on 17.12.21 to denounce the government for condemning 
opposition figures to long prison terms. They accuse president Macky Sall of having interfered with legal 
proceedings to further his own political interests. The demonstrators called for the release of Mibissane Seck, a 
leading member of the Y’en a Marre activist group, who was arrested for visa smuggling. 

Serbia 

EU resolution expresses concern over human rights violations 
According to a report in the media, the European Parliament expressed its concern at accusations of forced labour, 
abductions of workers and other human rights violations in a resolution relating to Serbia which was adopted on 
16.12.21. It is claimed that 500 Vietnamese have been abducted from a construction site for the Chinese Linglong 
car tyre factory in Zrenjanin (northern Serbia). NGOs in Serbia have allegedly uncovered cases involving the 
exploitation and possible human trafficking of Vietnamese workers, as well as inhumane treatment and 
accommodation for such workers. The EU resolution calls on the Serbian authorities to carry out a thorough 
investigation of the claims, to ensure respect for fundamental human rights, in particular employees’ rights, and to 
bring any perpetrators to justice. The resolution further criticises an increase in violence by extremist and rampaging 
groups as well as violent and disproportionate action by the police against peaceful environmental demonstrators 
in connection with the nationwide civil protests against the controversial foreign investment project for a planned 
lithium mine. The protests drew attention to potentially harmful effects on the environment. 

Sudan 

Mass protests 
Hundreds of thousands of people demonstrated in Khartoum and other towns and cities on 19.12.21 to mark the 
third anniversary of the demonstrations which led to the fall of ruler Omar Al-Bashir. They protested once again 
against the military coup of 25.10.21 and the agreement of 21.11.21 between the military and Abdullah Hamdok 
(cf. BN of 22.11.21). Security forces fired tear gas and flash grenades at the protesters. Numerous protesters were 
injured. 

Sudan / Ethiopia 

Sudanese military stationed at disputed border with Ethiopia 
It was reported in the media on 16.12.21 that the Sudanese military had deployed additional forces to the disputed 
border region with Ethiopia. According to the reports, the military had previously announced that it had since 
regained full control of the region, after taking over and dissolving an Ethiopian settlement in the Al-Fashaga region 
back on 01.12.21. These reports followed on from previous bulletins, according to which 21 Sudanese soldiers had 
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been killed and 30 injured in fighting with Ethiopian military units four days before. The military commander of the 
Sudanese army stated that Sudan would not hand over one piece of the land to Ethiopia. 

Syria 

Deir ez-Zor: Several killed in raid by SDF and anti-IS coalition 
The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) reported on 13.12.21 that they had killed five suspected IS 
supporters in a small village by the name of Busayrah in Deir ez-Zor governorate when the latter opened fire during 
a search by the security forces. According to the SDF, they had been carrying out a joint operation with the 
international alliance against the IS which was aimed at taking out a dangerous cell of the jihadist militia. According 
to local reports, Busayrah had been sealed off since 10.12.21, following an attack on an SDF checkpoint. 
Meanwhile, Syrian state media have reported that the US military have carried out a large-scale air strike in Busayrah 
and that a number of civilians were abducted in the operation. The Pentagon has only confirmed that the US was 
involved in the SDF operation, in which four IS fighters were allegedly killed. According to the Pentagon, no arrests 
took place. 

Israel alleged to have carried out air strikes on Syrian production facilities for chemical weapons 
According to a newspaper article published in the Washington Post on 13.12.21, the Israeli military has specifically 
targeted Syrian facilities for the production of chemical weapons on two occasions over the past two years. The 
attacks reportedly took place in March 2020 and June 2021. Without commenting directly on the article, the Israeli 
secret service minister stated in a radio interview that Syria must not be allowed to possess chemical weapons. 

Tajikistan 

Situation unclear following demonstrations for greater autonomy in Gorno-Badakhshan 
Demonstrations were held from 25.11. to 28.11.21 in Chorugh, the capital of Gorno-Badakhshan province, to 
demand greater autonomy for the province. Several thousand people were involved. The demonstrators’ most 
pressing demand was initially for an independent investigation into the killing of a local man by a police officer. In 
the further course of the protests, calls for a broadening of the province’s rights of self-determination became 
louder. At least two people were killed when the security forces intervened. The central government announced 
that the independent investigation demanded by the demonstrators would be initiated. On 13.12.21 the interior 
minister stated that organised criminals were stirring up unrest in Corugh, but the security forces had stabilised the 
situation. As internet access was shut down in the province on 25.11.21 and has since only be restored to a limited 
degree in local areas, little information has been forthcoming from the remote area in the Pamir mountains, making 
it difficult to obtain an overall understanding of the situation there. 

Togo 

Activist detained 
The activist Fovi Katakou was arrested on 11.12.21. The member of the citizens’ movement Nubuéké faces charges 
including incitement to insurrection against the authority of the state. Nubuéké’s activities include providing 
support for people who are injured in demonstrations against the government. 

Tunisia 

Demonstrations on eleventh anniversary of the revolution 
On 17.12.21 around 1,000 people demonstrated in Tunis against the measures taken by president Saied on 25.07.21 
(cf. BN of 26.07.21). Several hundred people took to the street in support of the measures. Security forces were 
present in large numbers. On 17.12.10, fruit seller Mohammed Bouazizi set himself on fire in Sidi Bouzid following 
an argument with a police officer over where he had parked his cart, sparking the Arab Spring. 
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Saied announces political plans 
On 13.12.21 Saied extended the suspension of parliament until the new elections scheduled for 17.12.22. He also 
announced a nationwide public consultation on the drafting of a new constitution and called a referendum on 
constitutional reforms for 25.07.22, giving rise to fresh tensions. A nationwide public consultation is to take place 
from 01.01. to 20.03.22 in order to gather proposals for constitutional and other reforms. The speaker of parliament 
in Tunisia described the resolutions announced by president Kais Saied last Monday as unlawful and 
unconstitutional. The current constitution has been in force since 2014. 

Turkey 

Social media personalities arrested 
Three YouTube personalities were arrested in the Turkish province of Antalya on 12.12.21 after interviewing 
passers-by in the street and asking them for their opinions on the economic crisis in connection with the drop in 
the value of the Turkish lira. Their homes were raided and mobile phones and computers seized. The arrested 
individuals are accused of “vilifying the state and the government”. According to reports in the media, the 
YouTubers have since been released, but placed under house arrest. 

Press conference of the IHD commission for prisons 
The commission for prisons of the Turkish human rights association IHD (İnsan Hakları Derneği) disclosed at a 
press conference on 14.12.21 that at least 59 sick prisoners had died in Turkey since the beginning of 2020, seven 
shortly after suspension of execution of their sentences. In its statement, the IHD prisons commission stressed that 
infringements of the rights of sick prisoners constitute one of the most serious problems in prisons in Turkey. As 
far as the IHD is able to document the current situation, there are presently 1,605 sick prisoners in Turkey. 604 are 
believed to be in a poor state. 

Suspected IS members arrested 
On 16.12.21 counter-terrorism units of the Turkish police arrested 14 people in Istanbul who are accused of having 
links with the IS terrorist group. In the course of its investigations, the police carried out 15 raids simultaneously at 
15 locations in nine districts of Istanbul. The accused are suspected of having planned attacks. 

Uganda 

Opposition politician under house arrest 
Leading opposition politician Bobi Wine (National Unity Platform, real name Robert Kyagulanyi) was placed under 
house arrest on 14.12.21. Wine was intending to support an opposition candidate and hold a rally of his own in 
connection with a by-election in the Kayunga district. He has been placed under house arrest and imprisoned on a 
number of occasions in the past (cf. BN of 01.02.21 and 22.03.21). 

Vietnam 

Several activists sentenced to long prison terms 
According to reports in the media, in the space of three days four individuals have received prison sentences of 
several years for making comments critical of the government in Vietnam. On 14.12.21 a court in Hanoi sentenced 
well-known human rights defender and journalist Pham Doan Trang to nine years in prison for propaganda against 
the state. Trang, who received the Press Freedom Award from Reporters Without Borders (RSF) in 2019, has been 
a champion of human rights and environmental protection and has written books and articles on politics, human 
rights and social justice. In 2020 she voiced criticism of the land rights dispute in the village of Dong Tam, which 
claimed a number of lives (cf. BN of 13.01.20). She was arrested in October 2020 and, according to human rights 
groups and the UN, was held in solitary confinement for over a year without access to a lawyer. 
On 15.12.21 a court in Hanoi sentenced two Facebook users to prison terms of ten years plus five years on probation 
and six years plus three years on probation respectively. The court accused them of having propagated videos and 
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articles on their Facebook pages which slandered public authorities and incited protests. They are also alleged to 
have expressed criticism of the above-stated land rights dispute. On 16.12.21 a court in the northern province of 
Nam Dinh sentenced a further activist to a prison term of ten years plus four years on probation for making 
comments critical of the government (including corruption issues) in social media. 
The sentences were passed in accordance with Art. 88 and 117 of the penal code. The United Nations Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (UN Human Rights) criticised the prison sentences and called for the 
immediate release of the convicted individuals and other prisoners who had exercised their right to freedom of 
expression. Vietnam currently ranks 175 out of 180 countries in RSF’s press freedom listing. 
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