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Briefing Notes 
Group 62 – Information Centre for Asylum and Migration 

17 January 2022 

Afghanistan 

Security situation / internal fighting between the Taliban 
According to the Taliban, three Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP) fighters were killed and two arrested in 
Kabul's 5th Police District on 09.01.22. Four young men were found dead in Balkh province on 10.01.22. Relatives 
of one of the victims say that he had been picked up by the Taliban beforehand. The Taliban have not yet 
commented on the incident. A total of four people died and three were wounded in two clashes between Taliban 
fighters in Faryab province on 09.01.22 and 10.01.22. One Pashtun Taliban fighter was killed and three others 
wounded in further fighting in the province on 14.01.22. Trench warfare is taking place here within the Taliban 
along ethnic lines of demarcation between Uzbek and Pashtun fighters. On 13.01.22, the Uzbek Taliban commander 
Makhdoom Alam was arrested by the Taliban (mainly Pashtuns) in Faryab on kidnapping charges and taken to 
Kabul. The arrest sparked widespread protests among ethnic Uzbeks. Some observers see this as the first sign of a 
possible war between different ethnic Taliban factions. On the other hand, a Taliban spokesperson said on Twitter 
on 14.01.22 that pro-democracy forces (following the "death of democracy" in Afghanistan) were trying to divide 
the Afghan people along ethnic lines. Three people were killed and four wounded in clashes that took place in 
Badakhshan province on 06.01.22. Clashes broke out between the local Taliban police chief and residents of a village 
in Balkh province during a conflict over land ownership. One person was killed and five others were injured. In the 
early hours of the morning of 12.01.22, a Taliban military vehicle was attacked in Kabul. The reasons for the attack 
are unclear. Two Taliban fighters were injured. On 14.01.22, a young woman was shot dead by Taliban in the Kabul 
Hazara neighbourhood of Dasht-e Barchi for reasons that remain unclear. On 16.01.22, a child was reportedly killed 
in an explosion in Kabul. On the same day, two women were shot by a guard at a passport issuing office in Laghman 
province. 

Government affairs 
A meeting held in Iran on 10.01.22 between delegations of Taliban-appointed ministers and representatives of the 
Resistance Front led by Ismail Khan ended with no result. The Taliban had demanded the return of resistance 
fighters from Iran to Afghanistan and the resistance front had demanded an inclusive transitional government. 
During his visit to Iran, the Taliban-appointed Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi also met the Iranian Foreign 
Minister. According to reports, the Taliban issued instructions to booksellers and publishers in Badakhshan province 
on 10.01.22, prohibiting the publication and sale of any documents by opponents of the Taliban. On 10.01.22, the 
Taliban Chief of Staff said that the army currently had 80,000 members and is to be expanded to 150,000. In this 
context, he asked the Pakistani government to desist from building more fences on the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border, claiming the Afghan army is capable of controlling the border. The commander of the border forces in 
eastern Afghanistan said at the closing ceremony of a 45-day training session for new border troops that they would 
be positioned at 32 newly established border posts. He said the Taliban would not accept a fence along the border. 
On 14.01.22, Pakistan’s President Imran Khan offered to send well-trained personnel to the Taliban to help them 
manage government affairs in the current crisis. Earlier, the New York Times had reported that the Taliban lacked 
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good personnel in government institutions. Experts fear that Pakistan is taking advantage of Afghanistan's current 
predicament in order to expand its influence. 

Protests / arrests 
The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has called for the release of three journalists Faisal Madras, Adris Rahimi 
and Milad Azizi who have been arrested by the Taliban. It says the journalists were arrested in Kabul on 06.01.22 
after covering protests in the Punjiro Valley on their popular YouTube channel "Kabul Lovers". There is uncertainty 
about the whereabouts of the former deputy head of the Electoral Complaints Commission, Maulawi Din-
Mohammad Azimi, who was allegedly arrested on 06.01.22. While the Directorate General of Security in Kabul 
confirmed his arrest on 10.01.22, a Taliban spokesperson said he was unaware of any such incident. According to 
his family, the university professor arrested on 08.01.22 was released on 11.01.22. The release was preceded by 
international demands and local protests by women. After the Ministry for the Propagation of Virtue and the 
Prevention of Vice put up posters in Kabul calling on women to wear the veil (hijab, burqa), renewed protests against 
the Taliban by women took place in Kabul on 10.01.22. The release was preceded by international demands and 
protests on social media. In addition to demonstrations and protests on social media, women also spray-painted 
slogans on walls in the city at night, demanding their rights to freedom, education, employment and protection 
from violence. In response, the Taliban have reiterated that they are working on arrangements for women's 
education and work. On 10.01.22, six women and three children were arrested by the Taliban in Kapisa province. 
Villagers protested that the arrest was arbitrary and the women and children were released after mediation with 
local authorities. The Taliban have announced that they will investigate the incident. In the early hours of 12.01.22, 
the neurosurgeon and president of the Taekwondo Federation of Afghanistan Najibullah Sekandar was abducted 
in Kabul. Further details are not yet known. On 16.01.22, women reportedly protested once again in Kabul for their 
rights and against the current killing of women (see above). The Taliban used tear gas against them and arrested 
three women. On 16.01.22, the Union of Afghan Journalists reported that 90% of its members say news reporting 
from the country is being censored and independent reporting is not possible. 

Economic and humanitarian situation 
Electricity was reportedly restored in the city of Firuzkuh in Ghor province on 10.01.22 after four months, initially 
for five hours a day. On 11.01.22, the USA pledged a further US$ 308 million in humanitarian aid for Afghanistan. 
They also plan to donate one million COVID-19 vaccine doses. It is reported that the Taliban are using wheat from 
humanitarian aid shipments to pay government employees who have not been received their salaries for months. 
The Afghan Central Bank reported on 13.01.22 that the banks’ ATMs would be available to the population again 
from 15.01.22. However, nothing was said about the amount that could be withdrawn, which so far is US$ 200 per 
week. On 13.01.22, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres demanded that the reserves frozen in the USA be 
released in order to prevent the country from descending into economic collapse. He said Nepal had delivered 14 
tonnes of humanitarian aid to Afghanistan on 16.01.22. 

Angola 

Election year begins with violence over taxi strike and record number of coronavirus infections 
During protests held on 10.01.22 in connection with a strike by taxi associations, an attempt was made to set fire 
to the local office of the ruling party People's Movement for the Liberation of Angola (Movimento Popular de 
Libertação de Angola (MPLA)) on the outskirts of Benfica in the capital Luanda. This was reported in the media. 
Other acts of vandalism were also recorded. The taxi associations distanced themselves from these acts and called 
off the strike on 11.01.22. At the same time, they criticised the arrests of over 100 of their members. Several 
defendants have already been given three-month prison sentences in collective proceedings, while others have 
been acquitted owing to a lack of evidence. The strike is said to have caused chaos in Luanda, especially as the local 
press did not publicise that a strike was to take place. An activist of the largest opposition party National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola (União Nacional para a Independência Total de Angola (UNITA)) is accused of 
inciting vandalism. The latter, in turn, accused the public TV station of manipulating the coverage of events by using 
old footage. President João Lourenço described the vandalism as an "act of terror" aimed at rendering the country 
ungovernable. Among other things, the taxi drivers oppose everyday harassment by the police, stress the need for 
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the government to professionalise taxi driving, call for better social rights and the implementation of the promised 
end to capacity restrictions (collective taxis) in passenger transport in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Since the end of December 2021, the Omicron variant has swept through the country. On 02.01.22, an all-time daily 
high of 5,611 new infections was recorded, measured against a total of 92,581 confirmed cases so far in a population 
of about 34 million people (1,847 deaths; as of 14.01.22). The eagerly anticipated parliamentary election is due to 
take place in August 2022. It will also determine whether Lourenço will remain president for another five-year 
period. In Angola, this office of head of state and head of government is held by the person who heads the list that 
wins the parliamentary election. Lourenço will be the presidential candidate for the MPLA party. It is anticipated 
that Adalberto Costa Júnior, UNITA politician, will be his stiffest competitor (cf. BN of 11.10.21). Although he was 
removed from the party leadership by a constitutional court ruling (cf. BN of 18.10.21), UNITA re-elected him as 
leader in early December 2021. 

Drought: return from Namibia, UN aid 
Thousands of Angolans have returned from Namibia, having fled drought in their homeland, Namibian authorities 
say. The prevailing drought is particularly affecting the southern provinces of Cunene, Huíla and Namibe (cf. BN of 
26.07.21 and 27.09.21). At least 18 infants are reported to have died in Namibia as a result of malnutrition, despite 
being given special food. 
Angola will receive US$ six million out of a total of US$ 150 million to combat drought, which will be taken from 
the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) for 13 underfunded humanitarian operations around 
the world. This was announced by the UN Humanitarian Coordinator on 13.01.22. 

Burkina Faso 

Arrests over suspected coup plans 
The military prosecutor's office announced on 11.01.22 that eight soldiers had been arrested on 08.01.22, on 
suspicion of conspiring against the government. Among those arrested is Lieutenant Colonel Mohamed Emmanuel 
Zoungrana, a senior army commander. On 13.01.22, General Aimé Barthélemy Simporé, Minister of Defence, 
announced that a total of 15 people had been arrested, 10 soldiers and five civilians. Three of those arrested have 
since been released. 

People killed in attack and siege on village 
Unknown individuals killed at least nine people during an attack carried out on the village of Namsiguia (Centre-
Nord region) on 15.01.22. 
At least two members of the Volunteers for the Defence of the Homeland (Volontaires pour la défense de la patrie 
(VDP)) vigilante group were killed by an IED between Noumoukièdougou and Mangodara (Cascades region) on 
13.01.22. 

Central African Republic 

Renewed accusation against Russian mercenaries 
Seventeen civilians were reportedly killed by Russian mercenaries on 05.01.21 at the Pandé mining site (near the 
border with Cameroon, Nana-Mambéré prefecture). Those killed were reportedly on their way to work; the 
mercenaries, who suspected the presence of armed rebels from the Coalition of Patriots for Change (Coalition des 
Patriotes pour le Changement (CPC)), allegedly fired indiscriminately. This was stated in a domestic media report, 
which was picked up regionally, but internationally apparently only by the Turkish news agency Anadolu Agency 
(AA).  
The same local or regional media frequently report serious violations by private Russian mercenaries (cf. BN of 
29.11.21), albeit mostly involving lower number of casualties. On 13.12.21, the EU imposed sanctions on the best-
known of them, the Wagner Group (cf. BN of 20.12.21), which is also active in the Central African Republic. 
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Numerous UPC rebels surrender 
More than 100 members of the rebel group Unity for Peace in Central Africa (Unité pour la Paix en Centrafrique 
(UPC)), including a UPC commander, are reported to have surrendered to government forces on 06.01.22. This is 
based on a media report citing authorities in the affected village in the Ouaka prefecture of Ngakobo. The UPC, 
whose leader Ali Darassa has been subject to US sanctions since 17.12.21, appears to be particularly active in the 
prefectures bordering the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Colombia 

Femicide and gender-based violence (GBV) 
According to the NGO Fundación Feminicidios Colombia (an NGO that monitors gender-based violence), at least 
267 women were victims of femicide in 2021. The organisation also criticises the social acceptance of gender-based 
violence. 

Human rights defenders murdered in 2021 
According to a statement issued by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) on 13.01.22, seventy-eight of 202 reported cases of the murder of human rights defenders in 2021 have 
been verified and confirmed so far, while 85 other cases are inconclusive and 39 are still under investigation. The 
NGO Indepaz (Institute for Development and Peace Studies) says that 169 human rights defenders were murdered 
in the year 2021 as a whole. 

Hunger and food insecurity 
According to a report issued by the National Network of Food Banks (Asociacion de Bancos de Alimentos de 
Colombia (Abaco)) and the Food Industry Chamber of the National Association of Entrepreneurs (Asociación 
Nacional de Empresarios de Colombia (Andi), more than 550,000 children under the age of five are chronically 
malnourished and about 54% of the population is suffering from food insecurity. The food scarcity particularly 
affects the regions of Orinoco, Amazonas, La Guajira in the Atlantic region and Chocó, Cauca and Nariño in the 
Pacific region, which in turn, according to the statistics, is hitting the indigenous population particularly hard. 
Among other things, displacement by armed groups in areas with a high proportion of subsistence farming and, 
above all, the COVID-19 pandemic have exacerbated the situation. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Reference case: life imprisonment for security forces under ex-president Joseph Kabila 
According to media reports, on 10.01.22, a military court sentenced two police officers, including a high-ranking 
police officer, to life imprisonment for, among other things, the murder of activist Rossy Mukendi. The activist of 
the civic movement "Debout Congo" had been killed during a peaceful protest by members of the Catholic Church 
and the opposition in Kinshasa on 25.02.18. The protesters had demanded the resignation of former President 
Joseph Kabila and the holding of timely presidential elections in 2018. The sentences handed down were the first 
time that members of the security forces had been held criminally accountable for crimes committed during the 
rule of ex-President Kabila. 

Fighting the ADF in North Kivu and Ituri; speculation about possible ADF presence in South Kivu 
According to several media reports, the Congolese authorities managed to arrest Benjamin Kisokeranyo, a renegade 
and former mastermind of the armed group Allied Democratic Forces (Forces démocratiques alliées (ADF))/Madina 
at Tawhid Wai Muwahedeen (MTM), in the Uvira territory of South Kivu province on 11.01.21. They say, among 
other things, that the arrested man had served as the ADF's intelligence chief until 2019 and was a close confidant 
of the former ADF leader Jamil Mukulu, who was arrested in Tanzania in 2015. He had allegedly been part of a 
minority faction of the ADF that had opposed the ADF's oath of allegiance to ISIS declared by the current leader 
Moussa Baluku in 2019. The ADF has since also been claiming it is a branch of Islamic State in Central Africa 
Province (ISCAP). The presence of the radical Islamic ADF in South Kivu has caused concern among the local 
population and various civil society organisations. According to the information available so far, the activities and 
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operational areas of the ADF have been limited for years to parts of the provinces of North Kivu and Ituri, which 
have been under a state of siege since May 2021. According to press reports, however, deadly attacks by the ADF 
on the civilian population continued to be reported in the territories of the provinces in which a state of emergency 
was declared at the end of 2021 as well as in January 2022. Congolese and Ugandan military sources say the joint 
military operations launched at the end of November 2021 in the provinces of North Kivu and Ituri (cf. BN of 
06.12.21) have resulted in military successes, including the killing of ADF fighters, the arrest of collaborators and 
others, as well as the capture of territory and the release of hostages. On 24.12.21, the armed forces succeeded in 
capturing the Kambi Ya Yua camp spanning eight-hectares in the Virunga forest (North Kivu). This had been a 
stronghold and a military and ideological training camp of the ADF, where more than 600 members of the ADF 
lived with their families. 

Egypt 

Leading Egyptian human rights organisation suspends activities 
On 10.01.22, the Egyptian human rights organisation Arab Network for Human Rights (ANHRI) announced the 
suspension of its nearly 18 years of activity, citing threats, violent attacks and arrests by state security authorities 
as well as the January 2022 deadline for non-governmental organisations to register with the Social Solidarity 
Ministry as the reason for the closure. ANHRI stated that it was unable to meet the criteria for successful 
registration. Since 2019, a law on association has been in preparation, which will gradually come into force this year 
and include greater obstacles for the work of civil society groups. It says the law will provide state authorities with 
comprehensive possibilities to monitor and control organisations and their financial resources. It also prohibits any 
activities that threaten national security or are deemed political. Offences can be punished with up to EGP 1 million 
(approx. € 52,500, as of 17.01.22). 

El Salvador 

Freedom of the press: phone hacking against journalists and activists 
On 13.01.22, the NGO Citizen Lab presented a report on the use of the Pegasus spy software against at least 35 
journalists and human rights defenders in El Salvador between July 2020 and November 2021. The independent 
editorial staff of the digital medium El Faro was particularly affected in 22 cases. Its journalists had been 
investigating corruption and a deal between the government and gangs in the country to reduce violence during 
the above-mentioned period. The Israeli publisher of the software, NSO Group, has stated in the past that the 
programme was only sold to intelligence services and governments with the approval of the Israel's own Ministry 
of Defence, but did not comment on the above-mentioned concrete case; the Salvadoran government denies its 
own involvement. 

Ethiopia 

WFP: Tigray faces humanitarian disaster 
According to the UN, the last remaining food supplies in Tigray are running out. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
Director-General of the WHO, described the conditions there as "hell" and accused the Ethiopian government of 
deliberately blocking food and medicine to the approximately seven million people in the region. The United 
Nations World Food Programme (WFP) said it had not been able to deliver aid since December 2021 because of 
the intense fighting. A total of 9.4 million people are in need of humanitarian aid there and in neighbouring regions. 
The situation was "on the brink of a humanitarian disaster", it said. 
The government rejected the criticism and accused Tedros, who is himself from Tigray, of interfering in the 
country's domestic affairs, exaggerating the number of people in need and supporting the struggle of the Tigray 
People's Liberation Front (TPLF) against the Ethiopian government. 
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UN: over 100 people killed in air strikes since the beginning of the year 
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) reported on 14.01.22 about 
civilian casualties and severe destruction in Tigray by the Ethiopian air force. It claims that at least 108 people have 
been killed there since the beginning of this year alone, including 17 people, mostly women, who were killed in a 
drone attack on a grain mill in Mai Tsebri on 10.01.22. 

Gambia 

Criminal proceedings against former Lieutenant-General and others, fate of current state officials 
According to media reports, former Lieutenant-General Sulayman (Saul) Badjie, a former Republican National 
Guard commander and close adviser to former President Yahya Jammeh, as well as Major Landing Tamba and 
Warrant Officer Musa Badjie, two members of the Jungler paramilitary unit acting outside the law, are being held 
in detention in Mile II Central Prison. The detainees, together with six temporarily arrested military officers and 
several civilians, had returned to The Gambia following the presidential elections held in December 2021, after 
having gone into exile in Equatorial Guinea with former President Yahya Jammeh in 2017. The final report by the 
Truth, Reconciliation and Reparations Commission (TRRC) published on 25.11.21 (cf. BN. v. 29.11.21) recommends, 
among other things, the prosecution of Lieutenant-General Badjie and all members of the military junta and Jungler 
unit for serious human rights violations and, in some cases, crimes against humanity, precluding the possibility of 
amnesty. The Gambian news portal Fatu Network reports that the accused are being charged with the murder of 
well-known journalist Deyda Hydara and two US citizens of Gambian descent, according to the indictment filed by 
the Banjul Prosecutor's Office. Unlike Generals Umpa Mendy and Ansumana Tamba, who returned to The Gambia 
in 2018 and were convicted of desertion at first instance and later acquitted on appeal, General Badjie does not face 
charges of desertion, according to military sources.  
At the end of December 2021, the Minister of Justice Dawda Jallow announced that the Barrow government was 
committed to implementing the TRRC report. Even before the publication of a White Paper, he said the government 
would make decisions on the fates of numerous still-active state officials who have been incriminated in the TRRC 
report. The TRRC report mentions that state officials, especially from the security apparatus and who are accused 
of perpetration or involvement in crimes during the 22-year era of ex-President Jammeh, still hold high offices, 
including Interior Minister Yankuba Sonko, Director General of the SIS (formerly the National Intelligence Agency, 
NIA) Ousman Sowe, former Inspector General of Police (IPG) Ensa Badjie and Crime Investigation Unit (PIU) 
Commander Gorgi Mboob. 

Increase in food insecurity 
Citing a draft Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability Assessment (CFSVA) by the World Food Programme, 
Gambian news portal The Point reports that 13.4% of the total population was suffering from food insecurity in 
2021, an increase of more than 5% from the assessment conducted in 2016. It says that 5.6 % of the overall 
population had faced food insecurity in 2011. The results of the assessment differ considerably from the analysis 
of the UN Food Security Analysis Unit published in October 2021, which estimated the food insecurity of the 
population to be around 30% (cf. BN of 25.10.21). The Deputy Executive Director of the National Nutrition Agency, 
Malang Fofana, said on 12.01.22 that the number of children suffering from "stunting" (nutritional growth 
retardation) as well as malnutrition remains widespread. However, he said the prevalence of malnutrition among 
children had decreased over the past decade. 

Honduras 

Indigenous leader and LGBTIQ activist shot dead 
On 09.01.22, according to the NGO Network of Human Rights Defenders of the Committee of Relatives of the 
Detained Disappeared in Honduras (Red de Defensores y Defensoras de Derechos Humanos del Comité de 
Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos en Honduras (Renadh-Cofadeh)), the leader of the indigenous Lenca group 
of the Lempira region and human and environmental rights defender Pablo Hernández was shot dead. On 11.01.22, 
trans activist and human rights defender Thalía Rodríguez was also shot dead by unknown gunmen in Tegucigalpa. 
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Before her death, she was involved in the NGO Red Lésbica Cattrachas (a lesbian and feminist organisation in 
Honduras), which registered a total of 28 homicides against LGBTIQ persons in 2021. According to the Security 
Secretariat and the National Police, 165 killings had already been registered before 16.01.22, two of the people 
killed were human rights defenders. In 2021, about 3,500 people had been killed in the country; gang crime and 
violence in particular are rampant. 

India 

Kashmir: independent press club forcibly taken over 
On 15.01.22, an independent press club, the Kashmir Press Club (KPC), was forcibly taken over by a group of 
journalists in Srinagar in the Indian-administered part of Kashmir, allegedly with the support of the regional 
government. According to media reports, the group, supported by police and paramilitaries, barged into the office 
and kept members of the KPC hostage. Established in 2018, the KPC is the largest independent media organisation 
in the region with at least 300 journalists as its members. The occupation confirms the trend of increasing 
restrictions on freedom of the press and freedom of expression in Kashmir. Kashmiri journalists are not infrequently 
intimidated by interrogation and threats of punishment. As recently as 05.01.22, a 26-year-old journalist from a 
local media portal was arrested for sharing a video of a protest on social media. 

Pilgrims take holy bath in the River Ganges 
On 14.01.22, despite soaring new coronavirus infections, hundreds of thousands of pilgrims travelled to the river 
Ganges in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh to take a holy bath on the occasion of the Hindu festival Makar 
Sankranti. According to Hindu belief, the bath washes away a person's sins and offers salvation from the eternal 
cycle of life and death. According to Indian media, all participants were required to show negative PCR tests. 

Iraq 

Missile attack on Green Zone in Baghdad 
On 13.01.22, several missiles were fired at the fortified Green Zone in Baghdad, damaging the US Embassy and a 
school. At least two civilians were injured. Iraqi authorities have not named any suspects so far. The incident 
occurred a few days after the election of the now-suspended speaker of parliament, Mohammed Halbousi, who 
pro-Iranian groups are opposed to. 

Attacks against Sunni parties in Baghdad 
On 14.01.22, unknown perpetrators threw hand grenades at both the headquarters of the Taqaddum Party and that 
of the Azm Alliance in Baghdad, causing damage to property. The two parties are the most influential Sunni groups 
in Iraq; the now suspended parliamentary speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi also belongs to the Taqaddum Party. 

Disputed territories: hundreds killed and wounded in ISIS attacks in 2021 
In the territories disputed between the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) and the central Iraqi government, 387 people 
were killed by ISIS in 2021, according to the Kurdish government, and 518 others were injured. The provinces of 
Kirkuk, Salah al-Din and Diyala were hit particularly hard. It has been announced that joint units of Kurdish and 
central Iraqi troops will be created in the disputed areas in 2022 in a bid to stabilise the security situation there. 

Iran 

Executions and death sentences 
Iranian foreign media and human rights organisations report that several people have received the death sentence 
or have been executed. For instance, in the eastern Iranian city of Mashhad, a 26-year-old man was sentenced to 
death for spreading corruption on earth (Persian: efsad-e fi'l-arz). The man had been arrested in early 2020 in 
connection with the destruction of public facilities and government buildings during the November 2019 riots. This 
verdict can be appealed to the Supreme Court.  
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On 11.01.22, the Supreme Court upheld the death sentence of a game warden in Kermanshah. The man had killed 
a gamekeeper who was acting illegally. The judiciary justified the sentence by saying that the crime had taken place 
outside a nature reserve. The persons on whom the shots were fired were unarmed. The gamekeeper was 
subsequently sentenced to death by the third branch of the Kermanshah Criminal Court as part of a retributive 
sentence (Persian: qisas). 
In the western Iranian province of Lorestan, two men were executed for arson and murder on 12.01.22, according 
to the local prosecutor's office. The two men had been accused of setting fire to a petrol station in the city of 
Khorramabad and killing two police officers. The crime allegedly took place in February 2019. The subsequent trial 
on charges of war against God (Persian: moharebeh) ended in a death sentence a short time later. No further details 
of the crime have been released. 
According to reports by human rights organisations, six men were also executed in Rajaei Shahr prison in Karaj on 
12.01.22. The six prisoners had been charged and convicted of premeditated murder. This brings the total number 
of prisoners executed in Iran to eight in a single day. 

Well-known sociologist banned from leaving the country and from publishing his writings 
In a joint statement published on 10.01.22, four Iranian sociologists complained about the growing pressure exerted 
by the Revolutionary Guards' intelligence service against their well-known colleague Saeed Madani. Madani was 
prevented from leaving the country for the USA at Tehran's international airport on 28.12.21 by members of the 
Revolutionary Guards' intelligence service and banned from leaving the country. Madani was to begin a research 
post at the invitation of Yale University. In addition, the Revolutionary Guards are seeking a publication ban with 
regard to the sociologist's writings. Madani researches social movements in Iran as well as phenomena such as drug 
addiction, violence against women, prostitution and child abuse. He has published numerous books on these topics. 

Arrests made at memorial service for victims of plane shot down 
According to foreign media reports, three family members of victims of the Ukrainian passenger plane that was 
shot down over Tehran on 08.01.20, allegedly by mistake, have been arrested and detained. Family members had 
gathered to commemorate the second anniversary of the incident. According to the Association of Victims' Families, 
in addition to the arrests of three people, the Internet was shut down and helicopter operations were suspended 
temporarily. In early 2020, forces of the Revolutionary Guards (Sepah/Pasdaran for short) shot down a Ukrainian 
passenger plane shortly after it took off from Tehran. This resulted in the deaths of 176 people. In November 2021, 
a trial began against ten Iranian military personnel. 

Imprisonment of the wife of a detained labour activist 
Foreign media report that the wife of an imprisoned labour activist began her one-year sentence in Tehran's Evin 
Prison on 08.01.22. The woman had been sentenced to one year in prison by Branch 26 of the Tehran Revolutionary 
Court on charges of propaganda against the regime. Her husband, who was also imprisoned in Evin prison, stated 
in a letter dated 13.01.22, according to foreign media, that pressure had already been exerted on him during 
interrogations by informing him that criminal proceedings would also be instituted against his wife. The labour 
activist was arrested in October 2020 along with several other labour activists and was sentenced to seven years 
and six months in prison for leading illegal groups and spreading propaganda against the regime, according to 
Amnesty International. 

Religious minorities: members of Baha'i arrested 
According to Iranian human rights organisations abroad, two members of the Baha'i religion were arrested on 
11.01.22. According to the report, a Baha'i citizen living in Tehran was arrested after appearing in Department 2 of 
the Evin courthouse having received a summons. In addition, a poet and Baha'i citizen was reportedly arrested by 
intelligence officers at his home in the town of Sari (Mazandaran province) and taken to an unknown location. The 
man had been arrested repeatedly before. The reasons for both arrests, existing charges, as well as the man's 
whereabouts are not yet known. 
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Kazakhstan 

Withdrawal of CSTO troops begins, arrests continue 
Following the nationwide protests against the Kazakh leadership that turned violent in some places, the security 
situation is currently stabilising, according to international assessments. On 13.01.22 the withdrawal of the first 
troops of the contingent of the armed forces of the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO), which President 
Kassym-Shomart Tokayev had requested on 05.01.22, began (cf. BN of 10.01.22). According to the CSTO, the 
withdrawal of troops will be completed within a few days. In addition, the two-week state of emergency imposed 
on 05.01.22 was lifted early in some parts of the country, according to media reports. Tokayev described the violent 
events as an attempted coup d'état directed from abroad and carried out by terrorist or Islamist forces. After the 
dismissal of the previous government on 05.01.22, the parliament elected a new cabinet on 11.01.22 under the 
previous deputy prime minister Alihan Smaiylov. Meanwhile, according to agency reports issued on 14.01.22, 
another 2,000 people or more were arrested in the city of Almaty, which was the scene of many riots. NGOs say 
current figures indicate that around 12,000 people were arrested nationwide, including journalists. According to 
information provided by the authorities on 15.01.22, two hundred and twenty five people have died in connection 
with the protests. The Prosecutor General's Office announced that more than 400 criminal cases have already been 
instituted against people who have been arrested. The reasons behind the escalation of violence are still unclear; 
however, many media and observers suspect an internal power struggle between the incumbent President Tokayev 
and his predecessor Nursultan Nazarbayev, who resigned from the office of Chairman of the Kazakh National 
Security Council in favour of Tokayev on 05.01.22. 

Lebanon 

Economic situation 
On 11.01.22, the (subsidised) bread price was raised again. A package of 800-820 grams of flat bread will cost around 
LBP 10,000 in the future. By comparison, in June 2021 the price of a 900 gram loaf of bread went up to LBP 3,200. 
Since the beginning of 2021, the prices have been hiked every few weeks. Rumours of a flour shortage have been 
widely contradicted. Wheat in Lebanon is mainly imported, so availability depends on the country's dollar reserves.  
On 16.01.22 an internet outage occurred in a large part of Beirut because the state telecommunications provider 
OGERO was unable to obtain diesel for its generators. After a private donation was made, operations were restored 
temporarily after a few hours. Imad Kreidiyeh, the head of the state-owned company, threatened to resign because, 
according to him, the supply had failed mainly due to bureaucratic obstacles, as the responsible official had simply 
not been at his post. He said the fuel currently available would only last for three days. 
On 14.01.22, the central bank again allowed banks to buy unlimited amounts of US dollars at a favourable rate. This 
caused the Lira exchange rate to rise to 27,000 to the US dollar at least in the short term; however, how long this 
policy can be pursued is very uncertain in view of the low dollar reserves. 

Mali 

Protests against new sanctions 
According to media reports, thousands of people took to the streets in Mali's capital Bamako and other cities in the 
country on 14.01.22 to protest against the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and Western 
countries, France in particular. ECOWAS had imposed new sanctions on Mali on 09.01.22 (cf. BN of 10.01.22). The 
EU and the USA supported the sanctions. Mali responded with its own measures and withdrew its ambassadors 
from the ECOWAS States and closed its borders with the affected states. 
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Morocco 

Professor sentenced for sexual harassment of students (cf. BN of 10.01.22) 
A professor at Hassan I University in Settat has been sentenced to two years in prison for giving good grades in 
return for sexual favours. The trials of the other four professors are still pending. They are also charged with 
incitement to fornication, gender discrimination and violence against women. 

637 persons pardoned 
To celebrate the commemoration of the presentation of the Independence Manifesto on 11.01.44, King 
Mohammed VI pardoned 637 prisoners who had been convicted by various courts. No information is available on 
the names of the persons who have been pardoned. 

Mexico 

Cartel leader sentenced to 60 years in prison 
On 16.01.22, the Guanajuato state prosecutor's office announced that the leader of the Santa Rosa de Lima cartel, 
José Antonio Yépez Ortiz (also known as "El Marro"), had been sentenced to 60 years imprisonment for kidnapping. 
His cartel is also involved in criminal activities such as industrial fuel theft and drug trafficking. 

Myanmar 

Fighting and military violence in Kayah, Kayin, Sagaing, Mandalay, Tanintharyi, Shan und Chin 
According to UN figures, more than half of the population of Loikaw Municipality (population of approx. 124,000; 
seat of the Kayah State capital of the same name) and a total of almost 90,000 people fled Kayah on 13.01.22 as a 
result of the fighting, which has been ongoing since 07.01.22. Local media and human rights groups estimate that 
up to 170,000 people have been displaced. On 11.01.22, Myanmar Army (Tatmadaw) fighter jets dropped several 
bombs over the town of Loikaw. The number of civilian casualties is not known. Parts of the city have been cut off 
from the power and water supply since 09.01.22. Due to the proximity to the capital Naypyidaw, the military is 
cracking down on the resistance movement in the Karenni communities of Loikaw and Demoso. 
In Kayin State, Tatmadaw units shelled villages in Kawkareik Township from the ground and from the air between 
08.01.22 and 10.01.22. Clashes also occurred with the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) on 10.01.22. Civilians 
were killed and injured, and around 2,000 people have fled the area. 
More than 7,000 people have fled the neighbouring Yinmabin and Salingyi Townships following clashes between 
the Tatmadaw and local People’s Defence Forces (PDF) in Pale Township (Sagaing Region) since 08.01.22. On 
10.01.22, Junta forces launched renewed air strikes on a village in Pale and carried out raids. At least five people 
were killed who state media say were “terrorists”. On 09.01.22, junta troops abducted several civilians in Wetlet 
Township (Sagaing) with the intention of using them as human shields in attacks on PDF bases. At least five civilians 
and two members of the local resistance group Eagle Army were killed in attacks and raids in Htigyaing, Ye-U und 
Kalay Townships on 10.01.22 and 11.01.22. Members of the Tamu PDF attacked the guards of a labour camp in 
Tamu (Sagaing) near the Indian border on 10.01.22. A gunfire exchange ensued in which 11 people were killed. On 
12.01.22, Tatmadaw fighter jets bombed Moe Dar Gyi village in Katha Township (Sagaing). Several buildings were 
destroyed and a 5-year-old child was injured. It is not known whether there were any other civilian casualties. Junta 
troops shot dead a 10-year-old boy in Mingin Township (Sagaing) the same day. 
Following an explosion near an administrative building in Mandalay, troops opened fire on 13.01.22, killing a child 
and injuring two other people. Between 12.01.22 and 14.01.22, junta forces repeatedly set fire to Kauk Yobon village 
in Madara Township, Mandalay. On 12.01.22, three civilians were killed at the same location on suspicion of 
cooperating with the military. 
Tatmadaw soldiers killed four young people aged between 14 and 19 with gun shots to the head in Thayetchaung 
Community (Tanintharyi Region) on 07.01.22. The incident was preceded by clashes between local resistance forces 
and the pro-military militia Pyu Saw Htee. 



11 

In northern Shan State, fighting broke out once again between the Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) and 
the Tatmadaw in Namkham Township on 12.01.22, killing five Tatmadaw soldiers. On 08.01.22 and 09.01.22, locals 
discovered the bodies of ten people, including one child, in Matupi (Chin State) who had been abducted by junta 
forces during clashes that erupted between the Tatmadaw and the Chinland Defence Force (CDF) between 03.01.22 
and 06.01.22.  
The number of civilians killed in connection with protests against the military coup of 01.02.21 had risen to 1,469 
by 14.01.22. Over 11,500 people were arrested for political reasons, and over 8,600 of them remain in custody. 
Members of the military are currently going door to door across the country to help electricity providers collect 
payments. Since the coup, millions of people have refused to pay their electricity bills out of protest. Those who 
continue to refuse to do so are being threatened they will pay with their lives. Many have already had their electricity 
lines cut by junta troops. 

New charges filed against Aung San Suu Kyi 
On 14.01.22, the military junta filed five more charges against ousted de facto head of government Aung San Suu 
Kyi for alleged violations of the Anti-Corruption Act. Suu Kyi, who was sentenced to a total of six years in prison in 
December 2021 and January 2022 (cf. BN of 10.01.22), now faces eleven more charges. She faces up to 160 years in 
prison. 

Prison sentences handed down to journalists 
During the week of 03.01.22 to 09.01.22, a court in Sagaing sentenced two journalists from the now defunct Zayar 
Times newspaper to two years in prison for incitement. The newspaper's deputy editor Pyae Phyo Aung and 
reporter Myint Myat Aung had been arrested for their coverage of the protests against the military coup and calling 
the junta a "coup regime". 

Nigeria 

Twitter ban lifted 
On 13.01.22, President Muhammadu Buhari lifted the ban on the social networking service Twitter, according to 
media reports. They say the US group has met some of the demands, inter alia, regarding taxation and managing 
prohibited publication in line with Nigerian law. Twitter will also open a local office in Nigeria. The short messaging 
service which is most popular in the country had been suspended on 05.06.21 at the behest of President Buhari (cf. 
BN of 07.06.21). Twitter had deleted a controversial tweet by the President and had suspended his account for 12 
hours. The government did not provide any concrete reason for the ban at the time. Since then, talks have been 
ongoing with Twitter. Buhari had already indicated back in October 2021 that a ban might be imposed (cf. BN of 
04.10.21). In the past, Twitter had also been used in Nigeria to organise protests and police violence.  

Over 50 killed in attack in the north-west 
According to media reports, dozens of gunmen killed more than 50 people in an attack carried out on Dankade 
village in north-western Kebbi State on 14.01.22. Residents reported that the unidentified gunmen arrived on 
motorbikes, first engaged in a shootout with security forces, then burnt down shops and grain silos and stole farm 
animals. They say the attack continued into the next day. Deadly attacks and kidnappings are frequent in the north 
of the country. For example, media outlets now agree that around 200 people were killed following attacks carried 
out on several villages in Kebbi's neighbouring state of Zamfara on 05.01.22 and 06.01.22 (cf. BN of 10.01.22). A 
military operation that has been carried out in the region since September 2021 also includes bombings by the air 
force. 

Human rights track record 2021 
The security situation in the north-west involving numerous deadly attacks, lootings and kidnappings by so-called 
bandits, as well as attacks by suspected fighters of the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) group, which 
split off from Boko Haram, against humanitarian facilities in the north-east, are among the greatest human rights 
current challenges the country faces at the moment. This was indicated in the annual report published by Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) on 13.01.22 in relation to the human rights situation in 2021. The corresponding HRW annual 
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report on the situation in 2020 had highlighted, among other things, the serious security situation in the north-east, 
as well as harassment and attacks by security forces against protestors in several cities (cf. BN of 25.01.21). 

North Macedonia 

Parliament elects Dimitar Kovacevski as new prime minister 
According to a recent media report issued on 16.01.22, the new leader of the Social Democratic League of 
Macedonia (SDSM) party, Dimitar Kovacevski, was elected by parliament as the new prime minister of North 
Macedonia with a majority of 62 votes. He succeeds his Social Democrat predecessor Zoran Zaev, who resigned in 
December 2021 (cf. BN of 10.01.22). Kovacevski said in a speech he delivered to Parliament that his new cabinet 
would prioritise the task of overcoming the ongoing energy and economic crisis involving rising energy prices and 
ensuring the stability of businesses and the standard of living of the population. The new cabinet is now composed 
of 21 ministries, most of which are headed by new ministers. The social Democratic Union of Macedonia (SDSM), 
together with the smaller parties surrounding it, will have 12 ministries and the Democratic Union for Integration 
(DUI) will have six ministries, while the new small Alternative party, which joined the coalition, will have three 
ministries, including the newly created post of minister without portfolio. 

Pakistan 

TTP confirms the death of one of its leaders; reorganisation 
On 13.01.22, the Pakistani Taliban, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), confirmed that its former spokesperson, 
Khalid Balti, alias Mohammad Khurasani, who was once one of the central leaders of the banned group, had been 
killed in the eastern Afghan province of Nangarhar in as yet unexplained circumstances. Balti was the spokesperson 
of the TTP from 2011 to 2015 until his imprisonment. He was released after the Afghan Taliban seized power in 
August 2021. Since then, he has lived in the Afghan provinces of Nangarhar and Kunar. Most of the Pakistani Taliban 
are believed to be hiding there. 
The TTP has reorganised itself in recent months and has attracted increased attention with attacks carried out in 
the tribal districts in the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the border region with Afghanistan. It has now claimed 
responsibility for the deadly bomb attack outside a heavily guarded luxury hotel in the south-western Pakistani city 
of Quetta (Balochistan), beyond its strongholds in the north-west (cf. BN of 03.01.22). It can be concluded that the 
TTP is now also setting its sights on Chinese targets. China is investing in large infrastructure projects in Pakistan, 
such as the deep sea port at Gwadar in Balochistan province, and thus has considerable political influence in the 
country. Moreover, the TTP has maintained its close ties to the al-Qaeda terrorist network under the leadership of 
Noor Wali Mehsud who is more of a religious leader than a typical militant. 

Palestinian Autonomous Territories / Israel 

Israel: protests against a forestation project in the Negev 
On 13.01.22, hundreds of Bedouin Arab women and men protested for the third day in a row against a forestation 
project in the Negev, southern Israel. Police used tear gas, rubber bullets and stun grenades to break up the 
demonstrations after the protesters had blocked a road. According to police, 13 people were arrested and three 
others were taken to hospital with minor injuries. 
The Bedouins in the area see the project as an attempt to occupy land near unrecognised villages which they use 
for agriculture. According to them, the project is another measure by the government, which has been trying for 
years to resettle the Bedouin in planned villages, which many of those affected perceive as an attack on their 
traditional way of life. The authorities justify the desire to relocate to planned settlements with the possibility of 
providing public services. 
The Israeli government already announced the suspension of the forestation and the renegotiation of the project 
between the coalition parties on 12.01.22. The project had fuelled political tensions within the coalition. 
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Peru 

Freedom of the press: journalists convicted of defamation 
On 10.01.22, the investigative journalist and author of the book Plata como cancha, Christopher Acosta, and its 
editor Jerónimo Pimentel were sentenced in the first instance to two years suspended imprisonment for aggravated 
defamation. They had previously been denounced by the politician and businessman César Acuña, whose life and 
work are dealt with in the book as a journalistic investigation based on sources. Various national and international 
press associations, the Organisation of American States (OAS) as well as the UN have criticised the ruling as an 
attempt to stifle the freedom of expression and freedom of the press, and some feared future self-censorship 
should the case be upheld in the second instance after an appeal had already been filed. 

Republic of Congo 

Opposition concerned about constitutional amendment on duration of health emergency 
By amending the constitution, the duration of the health emergency regulated in Article 157 was extended from 20 
to a total of 90 days, as proposed by the President of the Republic, Denis Sassou-Nguesso. RFI reported on 16.01.22 
that the opposition party African Congress for Progress (Congrès africain pour le progrès (CAP)) feared that the 
government would misuse the new regulation to further repress and suppress the opposition. As with the 
proclamation of a state of emergency in the form of a state of siege, they fear the enactment of a health emergency 
would impose severe restrictions on civil rights and liberties that are enshrined in the constitution. 

Saudi Arabia 

Convictions for sexual harassment 
A court in Medina has ordered for the first time that a man convicted of sexual harassment must be named in public. 
On 09.01.22, the man's identity was published in a local newspaper. The accused had previously been sentenced to 
eight months in prison and a fine of SAR 5,000 (EUR 1,167, as of 17.01.22). According to Saudi media reports, this 
was the first application of an amendment to the law that allows courts to order the publication of a verdict in the 
local press. According to media reports, the "naming and shaming" method of punishment is used in some cases in 
Saudi Arabia, where the risk of a fine is not perceived as a sufficient deterrent. Saudi Arabia started penalising sexual 
harassment in 2018. The law was amended in 2021 to require the names of offenders to be published in local 
newspapers at their own expense if ordered to do so by a court.  
In another case, a Saudi imam who had been accused of sexually harassing his housekeeper was acquitted by a 
court in Mecca on 12.01.22 owing to a lack of conclusive evidence.  

Uyghurs deported to China 
On 10.01.22, Human Rights Watch (HRW) warned that two Muslim Uyghurs to be deported from Saudi Arabia to 
China were at serious risk of arbitrary detention and torture. Saudi authorities had been holding the two men 
without charge or trial in al-Dhahban intelligence prison north of Jeddah since November 2020. As early as 2020, 
HRW called on the authorities to immediately clarify the status of the detainees and disclose the reasons for their 
detention. According to HRW, five cases had previously been documented by an activist of Saudi Arabia deporting 
Uyghurs to China in 2017 and 2018. 

Senegal 

Local elections 
On 08.01.22, campaigning officially began for the local elections scheduled for 23.01.22. The Ministry of the 
Interior, which is responsible for organising the elections, said it had registered 3,112 candidates. President Macky 
Sall's "Benno Bokk Yaakar" coalition wants to try to maintain its supremacy. The opposition is mainly represented 
by two large coalitions. The party alliance "Wattu Sénégal", led by the Senegalese Democratic Party (PDS) of former 
President Abdoulaye Wade, and "Yewwi Askan Wi" (YAW), united around MP Ousmane Sonko. 
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Serbia 

Anti-Bosniak incidents 
According to media reports, several incidents directed against the Bosniak ethnic group have occurred in the town 
of Priboj in the Sandžak region. On the night when Orthodox believers celebrate Christmas Eve (06.01.22), a couple 
of young men gathered on the street and sang: “It’s Christmas, it’s Christmas, shoot at the mosques”, and spread 
insults and threats against the town's imam on social media. Earlier, unknown individuals had spray-painted a 
declaration of solidarity with the Bosnian Serb General Ratko Mladić, who was convicted as a war criminal, on the 
wall of a house. In addition, a video that went viral shows a group of police officers glorifying genocide at a private 
party in a pub, in which localities in the region are described as the sites of new mass killings of Bosniaks along the 
lines of Srebrenica. The Prosecutor General's Office and the Ministry of the Interior initiated investigations and 
disciplinary measures. President Aleksandar Vučić visited Priboj on 12.01.22, where he met with Muslim and 
Orthodox clergy and stressed the equal rights of the Bosniak minority. 

Referendum on constitutional reform 
In the referendum held on 16.01.22, a majority of 60.48% voted in favour of constitutional amendments to bring 
the country's legislation more in line with EU legislation. Most judges and prosecutors will no longer be elected by 
parliament, but by two judicial councils, each consisting of four lawyers appointed by the National Assembly. 
Parliament will only elect the Chief Public Prosecutor and five of the 15 judges of the Constitutional Court. 

Somalia 

Attack on government spokesperson 
According to official reports, government spokesperson Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu was injured when a suicide 
bomber ran towards his vehicle and detonated an explosive vest at close range in Mogadishu on 16.01.22. His 
condition is said to be stable. Al-Shabaab has claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Suicide attack 
On 12.01.22, at least 13 people, including soldiers and civilians were killed in a suicide car bombing near a Somali 
Air Force camp and the international airport in Mogadishu and at least 20 others were injured. Al-Shabaab has 
claimed responsibility for the attack, saying it was targeting "white officials". The UN denied that its personnel were 
in the convoy. 

Sudan 

Protests continue 
On 13.01.22, renewed nationwide protests took place against the military takeover. According to media reports, 
live ammunition and tear gas were used. A senior police officer and a protester were killed in Khartoum. The police 
announced that the policeman who was on duty at the protest had been fatally stabbed by protesters. Medical 
personnel associated with the protest movement further stated that one protester had been killed after security 
forces fired gunshots at the crowd. At least six people were also reported to have suffered gunshot wounds. 

Operation against journalists 
According to media reports, on 13.01.22, security forces stormed the office of Alaraby Television. Four of the 
station's staff, including a reporter and the office manager, were arrested. The London-based broadcaster 
condemned the action and demanded the immediate release of staff who were being detained. The International 
Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and the National Union of Journalists (NUJ), based in Britain and Ireland, also called 
for their immediate release and criticised the security forces' crackdown on journalists since the coup on 25.10.21. 
On 15.01.22, the military-led transitional government cracked down once again on international reporting and 
revoked the licence of Al Jazeera Live to operate in Sudan. The Ministry of Information and Culture also closed the 
station's office in Khartoum and revoked the work permit of the correspondent there. Al Jazeera Live is part of the 
Al Jazeera News Network and has reported on further developments and protests since the coup on 25.10.21. 
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Sudanese journalists at home and abroad have long been criticising the military's crackdown on the media and 
freedom of the press. On 16.01.22, the Sudanese Journalists Forum issued a press release criticising the actions 
security forces took against journalists during protests. According to the report, journalists were sometimes 
violently attacked by security forces while covering the protests, were prevented from working or were arrested 
and detained. 

Attacks on medical facilities 
On 12.01.22, the WHO issued a statement saying that there had been reports of 15 attacks on medical facilities and 
staff since November 2021. Earlier, the Central Committee of Sudanese Doctors announced that it would send a 
memorandum to the UN on the matter (cf. BN of 10.01.22). According to the WHO, most of the cases involved 
physical assault, obstruction of medical staff in doing their work, as well as violent searches and associated threats 
and intimidation. In at least two cases, attacks and looting were carried out by members of the military. 
Furthermore, medical staff and patients trying to get to safety in the event of an attack were intercepted. Some 
emergency services in medical facilities have already had to be suspended due to these incidents. Patients and 
medical staff have reportedly been fleeing hospitals and other facilities due to the lack of security, even if medical 
treatment has not yet been completed. 

Syria 

Anwar Raslan convicted in Germany 
In the world's first trial on state torture in Syria, Anwar Raslan, a former colonel in the Syrian intelligence service, 
was convicted of crimes against humanity in Koblenz on 13.01.22. The Higher Regional Court considered it proven 
that Raslan, who at the time supervised the notorious al-Khatib unit in Damascus, oversaw torture, sexual assault 
up to and including rape of prison inmates, as well as the murder of at least 27 people in custody. 
Court proceedings on human rights violations in Syria have so far only been conducted in Germany against 
perpetrators at lower levels of the command structures or against higher-ranking persons, who, however, could 
only be charged in absentia. An investigation of crimes under international law in Syria by the International Criminal 
Court in The Hague failed due to the veto of the permanent UN Security Council members Russia and China. 
Observers voiced concern that the verdict could potentially deter other perpetrators from defecting and coming to 
Europe, as Raslan did. Others see the court ruling as an exemplary trial that may go a long way towards documenting 
and shedding light on the Syrian war and torture apparatus. 

Gunfire at the border: Jordanian officer killed 
According to a statement issued by the Jordanian military, an officer was killed and three other troops were injured 
on 16.01.22 when drug smugglers from Syria tried to cross the border. The perpetrators are said to have fled back 
to Syria, leaving their contraband behind. 
According to UN experts, Syria has become the main production centre for narcotics destined for markets in Jordan, 
Iraq, the Gulf States and Europe. 

Azaz, al-Bab, Afrin: at least three people killed in suicide attacks 
Several explosions occurred in the Turkish-occupied north-west of the country on 13.01.22. 
After an explosive device detonated in Azaz, killing one civilian, a suicide bomber detonated an explosive waistcoat 
a few hours later at a marketplace in al-Bab, according to local police reports. This was followed by another suicide 
bombing at a roundabout in Afrin minutes later, the report says. 

Turkey 

Racist attacks against migrants and refugees 
On 09.01.22, a racially motivated attack was carried out on shops owned by Syrian refugees in the Esenyurt district 
of Istanbul. The Istanbul Governor's Office issued a statement on 10.01.22 saying that almost 40 people had 
damaged the property of Syrian refugees after two men got into an argument. Following a police investigation, 
seven persons, including four minors, were arrested; the police are searching for the remaining suspects.  
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On 10.01.22, a 19-year-old Syrian refugee was killed in his sleep by a group of masked and armed intruders. The 
perpetrators had broken into a house where Syrian refugees were being accommodated in the Bayrampaşa district 
of Istanbul. Five people were arrested in connection with the murder. According to media reports, migrants and 
refugees in Turkey are increasingly becoming the target of hate speech and racist attacks and are being blamed for 
many of Turkey's social and economic problems. 

HRW World Report 2022 
On 12.01.22, Human Rights Watch (HRW) published its annual World Report on, among other things, the human 
rights situation in Turkey. According to HRW, the authoritarian and highly centralised presidential government of 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has set Turkey's human rights record back decades by targeting suspected 
government critics and political opponents. It has also undermined the independence of the judiciary and eroded 
democratic institutions. Furthermore, HRW criticised Turkey's withdrawal from the Council of Europe Convention 
on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence in its latest World Report, calling it 
a major step backwards for women's rights. 

Femicide 
A 29-year-old lawyer was shot dead by her former partner in a restaurant in the Tuzla district on 12.01.22. The 
victim, Dilara Yildiz, had received several death threats from the perpetrator and filed several criminal complaints. 
Yıldız, who according to media reports worked as a lawyer and activist against violence towards women, is already 
the seventh victim of femicide in Turkey in 2022. 

Tunisia 

Protest against the President – obstruction of journalists 
Hundreds of people protested against President Kais Saied in Tunis on 14.01.22, flouting a ban on assembly 
imposed due to the rising number of COVID-19 cases. They tried to overcome barricades set up by the police. The 
police used tear gas and water cannons as well as batons against the protesters. Dozens of people were arrested. 
In addition, several journalists were prevented by the police from carrying out their work, in some cases violently. 
14.01.22 was the eleventh anniversary of the fall of dictator Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali. 

Uganda 

Schools reopen nationwide following COVID-19 lockdown 
After almost two years of closures, the authorities expressed concern that around 30% of the students will not be 
returning to the educational institutions. Around 15 million students are affected, many of whom have since taken 
up employment, got married or had children. They say many teachers have also sought other sources of income. 

Vietnam 

Land rights activist arrested 
On 12.01.22, police arrested land rights activist Le Manh Ha on charges of disseminating anti-state material on 
social media. Le Manh Ha had been running a YouTube channel and a Facebook account with content critical of 
the government and had been offering legal advice to those affected by land confiscations. In his own commune in 
Na Hang district (Tuyen Quang province), the government confiscated land for the construction of a power plant 
that was commissioned in 2008, and to date has only adequately compensated half of the affected households, 
including Le Manh Ha's family. In addition to Le Manh Ha, five other people were arrested in January 2022 for their 
advocacy for human rights and religious freedom (as of 12.01.22). 
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Yemen 

Coalition troops boast military successes in Shabwah and Marib 
On 11.01.22, the anti-Houthi coalition announced that the Shabwah Governorate is now fully back under 
government control. Fighting between coalition forces and Houthi rebels had recently led to high death tolls on 
both sides. In the neighbouring Marib Governorate, coalition forces claim to have also retaken areas from the 
Houthis, including the Harib district. Both Shabwah and Marib involved the "Giants Brigades", a powerful militia 
supported by the United Arab Emirates (UAE) that had been stationed on Yemen's west coast until November 2021. 

Houthis refuse to hand over UAE-flagged vessel 
Despite a call by the UN Security Council on 14.01.22, the Houthis continue to refuse to hand over the vessel which 
they seized together with its crew on 03.01.22 (cf. BN of 03.01.22). According to the Houthis, the UAE-flagged ship 
is carrying military equipment. The UAE and Saudi Arabia contradict this account and state that the ship's cargo 
consists of civilian goods. 
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