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Briefing Notes 
Group 62 – Information Centre for Asylum and Migration 

14 February 2022 

Afghanistan 

Security situation 
One person was killed and 14 other civilians were injured in a bomb explosion outside a mosque in Badghis Province 
on 11.02.22. The Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP) has claimed responsibility for the attack. On 07.02.22, 
five Pakistani soldiers were shot dead on the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan. Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) have claimed responsibility for the shootings. Pakistani authorities said the shots were fired from Afghan 
territory. The Taliban have denied this allegation. 
According to the 29th report issued by the UN Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team on 03.02.22, 
Osama bin Laden's son Abdullah visited the Taliban in Afghanistan in October 2021. The report claimed that al-
Qaeda and ISKP are reconstituting themselves in the country. In general, the report said terrorist groups were able 
to move relatively freely in the country. The number of ISKP fighters in Afghanistan had risen from 2,200 to about 
4,000 by the end of 2021 following the release of prison inmates by the Taliban. On 07.02.22, the Taliban issued a 
denial of this UN report that the Taliban were not taking any steps to limit the activities of international terrorists 
in Afghanistan. The Taliban said they would abide by the Doha Agreement - a peace deal signed between the U.S. 
and the Taliban in February 2020 - and would prevent other countries from facing any threat emanating from 
Afghanistan. The U.S. offered a reward of USD of ten million leading to information about ISKP leader, Sanaullah 
Ghafari, also known as Shahab al-Muhajir, on 07.02.22. 

Government leadership 
On 09.02.22, the Taliban called on professors who had fled abroad to return to Afghanistan. On 06.02.22, the 
Taliban announced that they had examined the processes of the state authorities in Kabul and had thus been able 
to make major savings. In the coming months, evaluations are to be carried out in the provinces. Abdul Salam 
Hanafi, the second Deputy Prime Minister, announced that there has been no more corruption since takeover by 
the Taliban. At a meeting held on 07.02.22, the Taliban cabinet decided that all SIM cards will need to be registered 
in future. 
There is conflict over Afghanistan's representation at the UN. The Taliban have appointed Suhail Shaheen as Chargé 
d'Affaires of the Permanent Mission. Former Foreign Minister Hanif Atmar, on the other hand, announced that 
Mohammad Wali Naeemi is now ready to assume his post as deputy of the Chargé d'Affaires of the Permanent 
Mission, the post previously held by Ghulam Mohammad Isaczai who has resigned. 
According to reports, all civil society organisations in Kandahar province have been banned from operating. The 
anonymous sources say they have been threatened with imprisonment if they flout the ban. 

Economic and humanitarian situation 
On 11.02.22, U.S. President Joe Biden froze the assets of about US$ 7 billion held by the Afghan Central Bank in the 
USA. Half of the money is to go to victims of 9/11, the other half directly to the Afghan people. The Taliban have 
called this theft. 
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A Taliban spokesperson thanked Turkey for the humanitarian assistance it has provided and stressed that the 
Taliban wanted to build good relations with the country. On 07.02.22, a train carrying 750 tons of relief goods had 
arrived in Herat. Representatives of the Taliban and international organisations and several European countries met 
at a conference in Geneva, organised by the NGO Geneva Call, to discuss the humanitarian situation in Afghanistan. 
The Taliban described the negotiations, which lasted until 12.02.22, as successful. On 08.02.22, money exchangers 
in Kabul went on strike after being ordered by the Afghan Central Bank to apply for new licences. 
According to a report issued on 13.02.22, an average of up to eight malnourished children are being admitted to 
Indira Gandhi Hospital in Kabul every day.  

Arrests / migration 
On 12.02.22, two journalists and four women's rights activists who had been missing since mid-February 2021 were 
released by the Taliban. According to a report published in The Guardian newspaper on 13.01.22, twenty-nine 
women and their families remain in detention by the Taliban in Kabul. Other women report that after being briefly 
detained by the Taliban during protests, they were ordered not to participate in protests again. Sky News broadcast 
a report from a prison in Herat on 07.02.22. Cells there are overcrowded and inmates said they had been employees 
of the former government and had been held without trial for months. Some children have also been detained for 
several weeks, for instance for stealing a bicycle. 
According to local reports, about 100 people who tried to cross the border between Afghanistan and Iran illegally 
have been shot dead by Iranian security forces since the Taliban seized power. The Office for Refugees and 
Returnees in Herat claims that more than 460 people bearing injuries have returned to Afghanistan at the Islam 
Qala border crossing during this time.  

Algeria 

Hirak activists in detention go on hunger strike 
According to their lawyers, more than 40 imprisoned activists of the Hirak movement have been on hunger strike 
since 28.01.22. They are protesting against being held in pre-trial detention for months and against the amended 
legal situation ensuing from Article 87 of the Criminal Code. In June 2021, the Article that serves as the basis for 
their prosecution was amended so that the offence of "changing the system of government by unconventional 
means" can now also be equated with "terrorism" and "sabotage". 

Bangladesh 

Local elections ended 
On 10.02.22, the Union Parishad (union council) elections, which started in June 2021, came to an end. There were 
again reports of violence during the seventh and final phase of elections held on 07.02.22 and 10.02.22. For instance, 
two people were killed in Chittagong district (Chittagong Division), several bombs reportedly detonated in 
Thakurgaon district (Rangpur Division) when an attempt was made to occupy a polling station. 
In addition, ballot papers were allegedly stolen. All in all, the elections were marked by violence (cf. BN of 08.11.21, 
06.12.21 and 10.01.22). According to media reports, around 100 people died in connection with the elections and 
hundreds were injured. The human rights organisation Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundation (MSF) says 29 people 
were killed and over 500 were injured in the course of the fifth and sixth phases of the elections held in January 
2022 alone. The International Crisis Group says at least 17 people died during this period. 
Most of the election-related violence reported in the media is said to have occurred between candidates nominated 
by the ruling Awami League (AL) and party members who were not nominated by the AL and have been labelled 
independents or "rebels". The main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) boycotted the elections, 
although some members stood as independents. 
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Benin 

French military operation following deadly attack in the north 
French forces killed 40 terrorists in the border area between Benin and Burkina Faso on 10.02.22 in response to a 
deadly attack perpetrated against Rangers and Beninese soldiers on 08.02.22, according to statements issued in the 
media, citing information given by the Chief of Staff of the French Army on 12.02.22. A drone and an air squadron 
were used in the military operation. Five soldiers and one ranger were killed in the attack carried out in a remote 
national park in northern Benin on 08.02.22. According to other media reports, a total of eight people including one 
French national, were killed in the attack. On 10.02.22, another person was reportedly killed in a separate terrorist 
attack. The French military has long been operating against Islamist militias in West Africa. Criminal gangs involved 
in smuggling are also active in the border region in Benin's north. On 06.01.22, two Beninese soldiers were killed 
when their vehicle hit an improvised explosive device near the border with Burkina Faso (cf. BN of 10.01.22). 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bosnian Serbs decide to create their own judicial bodies 
The National Assembly of the Republika Srpska adopted a law on 10.02.22 that provides for the establishment of a 
separate Supreme Judicial and Prosecutorial Council. This body is to be responsible for the election of judges and 
public prosecutors and to determine their powers and responsibilities in order to separate the judiciary of the 
constituent republic from the state as a whole. The move is part of the separatist policy of the ruling Alliance of 
Independent Social Democrats (SNSD) led by Milorad Dodik, who is also the Serb representative of the Presidency 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Back in October 2021, the National Assembly of the Serb Republic had passed a law to 
create a separate agency for medical equipment and drugs. The EU threatened Republika Srpska with sanctions 
and a reduction in financial assistance in January 2022 if the secession from Bosnia and Herzegovina were to go 
ahead. 

Burkina Faso 

Situation following military coup 
Two and a half weeks after the military coup in Burkina Faso, Lieutenant Colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba was 
appointed the new head of state (cf. BN of 07.02.22). The Constitutional Council decided that Damiba would take 
the oath in the capital Ouagadougou on 16.02.22. In his first address to the nation, he did not mention the anti-
French sentiment in the country, but only the desire for sovereignty with which "the nation is to be re-founded and 
the integrity of the national territory restored". He announced legal proceedings against corrupt structures of the 
overthrown regime and said he trusts in an independent judiciary. He said constitutional order is to be restored as 
soon as possible and security in the country is the top priority. The ECOWAS delegation meeting held in Accra on 
03.02.22 (cf. BN of 07.02.22) decided not to impose sanctions for the time being.  
On 09.02.22, the members of the UN Security Council did not refer to the "unconstitutional change of government" 
as a coup d'état, but expressed "serious concern" in a unanimously adopted statement. 
Everyday life has now returned to normal, for the most part. However, the overall situation remains fraught. 

Civil society forms coalition to support transition 
The National Coordination for a Successful Transition (CNRT) will monitor the commitments made by the transition 
and denounce any shortcomings. The commission, composed of 15 members including journalists, lawyers, 
teachers, anthropologists, economists and soldiers, was established on 08.02.22 and must present a draft charter 
for the transition, an agenda and a roadmap for the transition within the next 14 days. 

Public prosecutors seek 30 years in prison for Blaise Compaoré for the assassination of Thomas Sankara 
The trial of the alleged assassins of former President Thomas Sankara, who was assassinated in a coup d'état in 
1987, continued on 09.02.22 after the junta restored the constitution (cf. BN v. 07.02.22). Blaise Compaoré is 
accused of planning the assassination. He is being tried in absentia on charges including an attack on state security, 
concealment of a corpse and complicity in murder. 
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Burundi 

EU lifts sanctions 
According to media reports, on 08.02.22 the EU lifted the sanctions imposed against Burundi that had entered into 
force in 2016. The sanctions related to aid payments amounting to €430 million which had been earmarked for the 
period between 2015 and 2020. The reports say the EU considers the initial political crisis to have been overcome 
by the recent peaceful political process and the general elections held in May 2020. By lifting sanctions, the EU 
wants to support Burundi's efforts to consolidate political institutions and promote human rights, good governance 
and the rule of law. The U.S. had already lifted sanctions against Burundi in November 2021. 
A number of NGOs have criticised the lifting of sanctions. They say the situation in Burundi has not changed 
sufficiently to justify sanctions being lifted, that the perpetrators of the human rights violations on which the 
sanctions were originally based continue to enjoy almost complete impunity and violations such as abductions and 
disappearances continue to occur. A pro-government organisation refuted the NGOs' concerns and highlighted the 
President's determination to reform, stating that no incidents such as enforced disappearances were occurring. 

Central African Republic 

Political stability: Prime Minister replaced 
On 07.02.22, President Faustin-Archange Touadéra dismissed the previous Prime Minister Henri-Marie Dondra, 
who had only been in office since June 2021. Touadéra appointed Félix Moloua, the former Minister of Economic 
Planning and International Cooperation, who according to media reports is close to him, as the new head of 
government. Dondra was reportedly dismissed following his own request to resign. The reason given is tensions 
within the executive between pro-Russian and pro-French factions, with Dondra reportedly having positioned 
himself against the major influence of the Russian private mercenary group Wagner. 

"Republican dialogue" about to begin 
Now that opposition representatives have rejoined the preparatory committee for the "republican dialogue" 
(dialogue républicain), the aim is to begin the process in March 2022. The forum, long announced by President 
Faustin-Archange Touadéra, aims at lasting peace and national reconciliation (cf. BN of 11.10.21). The re-entry of 
the opposition representatives was preceded by the withdrawal by the judiciary of the request to lift the immunity 
of their politicians Anicet Georges Dologuélé (Touadéra's opponent in the presidential election of 27.12.20), 
Aurélien Simplice Zingas and Martin Ziguélé. The politicians had been due to be heard in connection with the 
attempted coup perpetrated by the rebel alliance Coalition of Patriots for Change (Coalition des patriotes pour le 
changement (CPC)) at the beginning of 2021 (cf. BN of 11.01.21 and 18.01.21). 

Colombia 

Attack on military base in region of Meta 
On 09.02.22, one soldier was killed and six others were injured in a terrorist attack carried out in Granada, Meta 
State, near the Battalion 21 Vargas military base, according to a statement issued by the Ministry of Defence. 

Costa Rica 

Result of the first round of the presidential and parliamentary elections 
Presidential and parliamentary elections (Asamblea legilativa) were held on 06.02.22. None of the 25 candidates 
competing for the highest office in the state received the requisite majority of 40% of the votes, which is why a run-
off election will be held on 03.04.22. This will be between former President José María Figueres of the National 
Liberation party (Liberación Nacional), who received more than 27% of the vote, and former Finance Minister 
Rodrigo Chaves of the Progress Social Democratic party (Progreso Social Democrático), who garnered almost 17% 
of the votes in the first electoral round. The count for the 57-seat unicameral parliament is not yet complete, but 
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there are already indications to suggest that no party will win an absolute majority. According to the Supreme 
Electoral Tribunal, turnout was low at around 40%. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Alleged coup failed, arrests made 
On 05.02.22, according to media reports, François Beya who had been special security advisor to President Félix 
Tshisekedi until 08.02.22, was arrested by the National Intelligence Agency (ANR). Beya, who has been part of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo's security system for 40 years, was considered to be an important link between 
President Tshisekedi and former President Joseph Kabila, to whom he is said to have special proximity. There are 
reports that additional suspects have been arrested, including relevant political actors as well as high-ranking 
members of the security services such as generals of the armed forces. President Tshisekedi was reportedly out of 
the country at the time of the events. For days, rumours circulated in the media about an alleged failed coup, among 
other things. The intensification of security measures, especially in Kinshasa and Lubumbashi, as well as a solidarity 
rally organised by the presidential party Union for Democracy and Social Progress (Union pour la Démocratie et le 
Progrès Social (UDPS)) for the president, had further aggravated the already tense security situation during a phase 
of uncertainty. In this environment, according to the NGO Justia ASBL, certain political actors received hate 
messages and threats of violence, especially on social media, without any intervention by the security services. 
Government authorities did not issue an official statement until 08.02.22. According to the President's 
spokesperson, Kasongo Mwema Yamba, Beya's arrest was based on unspecified actions against national security. 
He said attempts had been made to destabilise democratic institutions. Security sources say that Beya's arrest was 
preceded by investigations conducted at home and abroad. Sources close to the president said that former 
President Joseph Kabila was politically destabilising the government. According to a media report, the opposition 
Lamuka coalition sees the events as nothing more than a familiar attempt to undermine the holding of elections. 
The next presidential elections are scheduled for 2023.  
According to a media report, several unnamed political actors tried to leave the country in view of the events. On 
09.02.22, the authorities had refused to allow the brother of the former President and former governor of 
Tanganyika, Zoé Kabila, to leave the country for South Africa. Zoé Kabila was reportedly subjected to thorough 
interrogation by the ANR after his diplomatic passport had been temporarily confiscated. No details about the 
background are known. According to unofficial information from members of the Kabila family, there is no 
connection with Beya's arrest. Meanwhile, Jean-Claude Bukasa, alleged Tshisekedi aide and a UDPS party member, 
was appointed interim special security adviser on 08.02.22. 

North Kivu: MPs who criticised the state of siege and others arrested 
According to media reports, Josué Mufula, a national MP arrested by members of the National Intelligence Agency 
(ANR) in the provincial capital of Goma on 08.02.22, was temporarily released as the court did not have the 
competence to adjudicate on the subject matter. He had been charged with inciting civil disobedience and insulting 
the army and was brought before the local military court the following day. The arrest allegedly took place three 
days after the provincial deputy of the Beni region (North Kivu), Jean-Paul Ngangondi had been arrested, also by 
members of the ANR. Ngangondi, who is reportedly being held in Munzenze prison in Goma at the moment, is 
accused of organising the protests against the state of siege in the city of Beni, which the authorities dispersed 
using particular violence, sparking riots (cf. BN of 31.01.22). Citing MPs and informal sources, the media say that 
the government action against the MPs could be related to media appearances in which they had, among other 
things, taken a critical stance towards the increasingly controversial state of siege in political and civil society circles, 
which has been in effect since the beginning of May 2021. According to judicial sources, several videos circulating 
on social media feature Mufula singing songs critical of the siege. According to other sources, Mufula is accused of 
distributing materials challenging the security measures imposed last year in North Kivu and neighbouring Ituri 
province.  
On 08.02.22, it was reported that Jean-Paul Paluku Ngahangondi, a provincial deputy, had been arrested in Beni for 
unspecified reasons and that Didier Lukogho, a provincial deputy, had been previously arrested and detained in 
Goma Central Prison. The latter is accused of organising a rally in Lubero (North Kivu). All of the above-mentioned 
MPs enjoy parliamentary immunity. 
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South Kivu: humanitarian and security situation remains critical, child soldiers being used 
A report published by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) on 10.02.22 reveals that the plight of 
the population in the province of South Kivu, particularly in the highlands of the territories of Uvira and Fizi, is being 
persistently determined by the poor humanitarian and security situation. It says that violence between communities 
on the one hand and fighting between the Congolese Armed Forces (FARDC) and the various armed groups on the 
other continue. Sexual violence poses a serious problem. Health centres are being looted and pillaged and flight 
movements continue. Citing a report published on 12.02.22 by the United Nations Organization Stabilization 
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO), UN Radio Okapi reported on 13.02.22 that in the 
reporting year 2021, more than 470 children had been recruited by non-state armed groups and used in armed 
conflicts in South Kivu alone. Fifty of these child soldiers deployed in South Kivu, including twelve girls, were killed 
and 169 were victims of sexual violence. In the reporting year 2021, no children had been deployed by the FARDC 
in South Kivu. The UN Sanctions Committee declared in November 2021 that there were no more child soldiers in 
the ranks of the FARDC in the country (cf. BN of 15.11.21). Children are being (forcibly) recruited by different non-
state armed groups in several conflict-ridden provinces and are being used in armed conflicts (cf. BN. of 04.10.21). 

Egypt 

First-ever Coptic Christian appointed president of the Supreme Constitutional Court 
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi swore in the first-ever Coptic Christian, Boulos Fahmy, as president of the Supreme 
Constitutional Court. He had previously held the positions of Vice-President of the Supreme Court (in 2010 and 
2014) and President of Cairo’s Court of Appeal. 

Ghana 

Leader of #FixTheCountry movement arrested 
The leader of the #FixTheCountry movement, Oliver Barker-Vormawor, was arrested at the international airport of 
the capital Accra on 11.02.22 after he returned from the UK, according to media reports. Police are accusing him of 
declaring an intention to stage a coup on social media. This declaration of intent also contains the possible 
determination to carry it out. Barker-Vormawor had made a comment on Facebook that he would stage a coup 
himself if parliament introduced a controversial bill to impose a 1.75% tax on electronic transfers, also known as 
the "E-Levy". Barker-Vormawor is also said to have described the military as useless. 
The #FixTheCountry movement began on social media, later taking its protests, including protests against 
economic grievances in the country, to the streets (cf. BN of 27.09.21). 

Guinea-Bissau 

Arrests following attempted coup 
Following the alleged coup attempt of 01.02.22 (cf. BN of 07.02.22), President Umaro Sissoco Embaló blamed a 
former rear admiral and two other persons for the coup attempt made on 10.02.22. Embaló told the press that José 
Americo Bubo Na Tchuto, Tchamy Yala and Papis Djeme, his accomplices, were behind the coup attempt. He said 
all three men have been arrested. The perpetrators reportedly had links to the major drug cartels. The same three 
people had been arrested by the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) back in 2013; they each received 
multi-year prison sentences and returned to Guinea-Bissau after their release from prison. 
Former presidential candidate and opposition politician Domingos Simões Pereira (African Party for the 
Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde, (PAIGC)) has expressed doubts about the government's version of events 
in relation to 01.02.22, according to media reports. He is calling for an independent, and according to some media 
reports actually an international, commission of enquiry, claiming that the National Assembly (parliament) is 
responsible for approving an ECOWAS stabilisation mission (cf. BN of 07.02.22). 
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Attacks against journalists 
On 07.02.22, a raid was carried out on the premises of the pro-opposition, private radio station Capital FM. This 
was reported unanimously by the media. The uniformed, masked assailants, armed with machine guns, destroyed 
furniture and equipment. Three journalists were injured, one of them seriously, according to Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF). A representative of the Ministry of the Interior said there was no link with the events of 01.02.22. 
Capital FM had previously been the target of a similar attack on 26.07.20. According to RSF, it was not possible to 
identify those responsible even though investigations had been carried out. On 08.02.22, the home of analyst Rui 
Landim who works for Capital FM, international media and has worked for ECOWAS in the past, was attacked by 
armed individuals. The attack was apparently unsuccessful and there were no reports of any casualties. 

India 

Kashmir: restriction of freedom of the press; anti-government reports deleted 
Since the semi-autonomous special status was lifted, press freedom in Kashmir has continued to be increasingly 
restricted. Journalists are being criminalised and media advertisements are being shortened. For decades, local 
media in Kashmir have been documenting the conflicts between the majority Muslim population and the Indian 
security apparatus in the region. In the recent past, it has been noticed that mainly reports critical of the 
government have disappeared from digital archives. Operators of local media have failed to comment on this issue, 
citing technical problems. Critical journalists see this as the Indian government’s intention to avoid addressing 
Kashmir's conflict-ridden history.  

Karnataka: ban on hijabs at public educational institutions 
On 05.02.22, a headscarf ban at public educational institutions entered into force in the southern Indian state of 
Karnataka, which is ruled by the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (Indian People's Party (BJP)). Clashes 
broke out with supporters during protests. Educational institutions in the state were closed temporarily. Muslim 
activists filed petitions against the law. They argue that the freedom of religion enshrined in the Indian Constitution 
allows Indian women of any faith to wear garments of their choice and to display religious symbols. Karnataka is 
also facing criticism over an anti-conversion law passed in 2021 and a law banning the slaughter of cows. According 
to the opposition, these laws target Christians and Muslims. 

Uttar Pradesh: regional elections 
Since 10.02.22, regional elections have been held in Uttar Pradesh, the most populated state in northern India with 
200 million inhabitants. Uttar Pradesh is considered to be a stronghold of the Hindu nationalist BJP party. The 
elections which will be held in seven phases are therefore also considered to be a barometer of sentiment towards 
the BJP. A likely victory in the elections would boost the party for the state-wide general elections due to be held 
in 2024. 

Iran 

Threats against Iranian BBC staff and their family members 
The BBC says it has lodged an official complaint with the UN against the ongoing harassment of its employees of 
Iranian origin. In doing so, the BBC is standing firmly behind its employees and is calling for an end to all pressure 
against their family members in Iran. At an international conference on press freedom held in Tallinn, a leading 
representative of the broadcaster denounced death threats, online campaigns, harassment, interrogation of 
employees' family members and pressure against them. He said sexual attacks against employees and the freezing 
of their assets in Iran must stop. With these means, Tehran was trying to compel the BBC employees to stop 
working. The editor-in-chief of the BBC's Persian editorial office, Kasra Naji, confirmed the accusations in 
interviews with other foreign media and said that this was already the third complaint to be filed in the past five 
years. Time and again, family members have been summoned by security authorities. A common threat, he said, is 
that if Iranian journalists do not stop working for the broadcaster, they could die on the streets of London or share 
the fate of journalist Ruhollah Zam, who was executed in late 2020. He had been lured from exile in Paris to Iraq 
by Iranian agents in October 2019 and had been abducted from there to Iran (cf. BN of 14.12.2020). 
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Journalist and activist arrested 
According to media reports, a journalist was arrested by security forces in Tabriz (East Azerbaijan Province) on 
12.02.22. The man had been sentenced to a total of three years and eight months in prison by an appeals court in 
2021 for alleged membership of anti-regime groups and spreading propaganda against the regime. In addition to 
journalistic activities, the accused was an editor, translator and founder of an independent student organisation at 
the Free University of Tabriz. According to reports by human rights organisations, the man had already been 
temporarily detained in 2020/21 for participating in protests held in Tabriz in 2019 and for reporting on the health 
of his brother who was in detention. 

Raid at publishing house for Kurdish literature 
Iranian foreign media, citing a Kurdish human rights network, say a raid was carried out at the offices of a publishing 
house for Kurdish literature and art on 07.02.2002. In addition, the apartment of the director of the publishing 
house was searched by members of the intelligence organisation of the Revolutionary Guards (Sepah/Pasdaran for 
short). In the process, items were seized. They say the director of the publishing house had been summoned, 
interrogated and threatened by security authorities several times in the years before. The activities of the publishing 
house include awarding literary prizes to Kurdish writers in the categories of research, literary criticism and 
academic criticism. The reasons for the search have not been disclosed. 

Iraq 

Air strikes against ISIS targets 
On 13.02.22, the Iraqi Air Force conducted air strikes against a suspected ISIS hideout in the Zghitun Valley (West 
Kirkuk). The Iraqi Air Force had already shelled a cave in Hatra (Ninevah) on 08.02.22, killing seven suspected ISIS 
supporters. The cave was being used as a command centre by ISIS, according to Iraqi military sources. Central Iraqi 
troops and Peshmerga soldiers foiled an ISIS attack in Kirkuk in a joint security operation delivered on 08.02.22. A 
security vacuum has emerged in the disputed areas between Baghdad and Erbil in Diyala, Kirkuk and Salahaddin 
that can be used as hideouts by ISIS. 

Kenya 

Nubian minority still struggling for official recognition 
According to press reports, Kenyans from the Nubian community continue to live on the margins of society. 
Obtaining an identity card and official documents for employment, attending a government school or graduating 
from a university, accessing health insurance, opening a bank account and procuring documents to vote are made 
difficult for them. There are historical reasons for marginalisation by state authorities: the Nubians have been 
perceived by Kenyans as being on the side of the British since Kenya gained independence in 1963. The British army 
forcibly removed the Nubian community from Sudan in 1900 to help secure Kenya.  

Lebanon 

Cabinet adopts budget law 
On 10.02.22, the Lebanese cabinet agreed on the budget for the current year. The budget includes a deficit of 
around 17% and will apply the Sayrafa platform's exchange rate. Electricity and energy costs are not included in the 
budget, these will be determined separately in the coming weeks. Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati announced 
that there would no longer be a free provision of electricity and water due to financial deficits. The budget will be 
referred to parliament for approval next week. Lebanon has been mired in a deep economic crisis for about two 
years, and most of the country's energy supply has collapsed. 



9 

Libya 

Parliament appoints Fathi Bashagha new Prime Minister 
On 10.02.22, the Speaker of the House of Representatives (HoR), based in the eastern Libyan city of Toburk, 
announced the appointment of former Interior Minister Fathi Bashagha as the new Prime Minister, after another 
candidate had withdrawn beforehand. From the parliament's perspective, the mandate of the incumbent Prime 
Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, who leads the internationally recognised Government of National Unity (GNU), 
ended in December 2021 with the failure of the presidential and parliamentary elections. In addition to Abdul 
Hamid Dbeibah, the UN also rejected the HoR's move and pledged support to the GNU. General Khalifa Haftar, 
leader of the Libyan Arab Armed Forces (LAAF - formerly Libyan National Army, LNA), which controls the east and 
large parts of the south, welcomed the parliament's decision. 
A few hours before the new prime minister was elected, Dbeibah's convoy was reportedly attacked by gunmen in 
the capital Tripoli; nobody was injured.  
This move by parliament could potentially further reinforce the division of Libya into eastern and western spheres 
of influence and increase the risk of violent clashes, as both Dbeibah and Bashagha are supported by different 
armed groups. 

Mali 

Recent developments 
The situation in Mali is deteriorating visibly and threatens to escalate further in terms of both the internal political 
situation and the dealings with foreign troops in the country. 
The military government led by Assimi Goïta, which announced in January 2022 that it would delay the elections 
scheduled for February 2022 by five years (cf. BN of 03.01.22), has now presented a draft law that provides for the 
abolition of the office of Vice President. Critics see this as a consolidation of Goïta's position of power. 
Relations between the current military government and western governments have deteriorated further in recent 
weeks. This relates to the postponement of the elections, the long-disputed arrival of Russian mercenaries from 
the Wagner Group, and the expulsion of the French ambassador and Danish special forces in early February 2022. 
Other incidents followed, making the work of the international troops in Mali more difficult. In addition, there is 
growing discontent among the Malian population about the presence of international troops, especially the French 
armed forces. 
The EU has imposed further sanctions on the Malian government. Five high-ranking individuals have been banned 
from travelling to the EU and their assets have been frozen. 

Jihadists killed in military operations 
According to French military sources, at least 30 suspected jihadists were killed and numerous vehicles and 
weapons destroyed in military operations conducted jointly with Malian forces in early February 2022. The military 
operation took place in the Mali-Niger-Burkina Faso tri-border area. 

Mexico 

Violence against journalists: one journalist killed, murder suspects arrested 
On 10.02.22, another journalist, Heber López Vásquez, was killed in Salina Cruz in the state of Oaxaca. As an 
independent journalist, he was in charge of the website Noticias Web and in the past often covered political issues 
and corruption of the local government. According to local colleagues, he is said to have received threats several 
times as far back as 2019 because of his work. Two suspects have reportedly been arrested. On 09.02.22, the three 
suspected hitmen in the killing of journalist Lourdes Maldonado (cf. BN of 24.01.22) were also arrested. Several 
media have criticised that no information had been published so far on possible motives or who is behind the 
murders. The case involving the third murder of journalists in January 2022 triggered numerous nationwide protests 
and attracted criticism of the protection mechanisms for journalists in the country. Activists blame organised crime 
and drug cartels, but also corrupt officials, for the majority of murders of journalists.  
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Montenegro 

Calls for new strategy against domestic violence and femicide  
According to a recent media report, experts are appealing for the authorities in Montenegro to reconsider their 
handling of domestic violence. On 17.01.22, a 27-year-old pregnant Roma woman died after being brutally abused 
and beaten up five days previously by her husband, who has since been arrested, in their home in the port city of 
Bar; she is said to be the third victim of female homicide in Montenegro in the last four months. All three of the 
women murdered had previously reported their partners to the police. According to the head of the Centre for 
Women's Rights in Podgorica, Maja Raicevic, the existing system in the fight against femicide needs to be 
completely overhauled, as the population does not trust the institutions enough and the authorities are too passive. 
Police data indicate an increase in domestic violence since 2019, with the tendency to register such cases as 
administrative offences having already been criticised in the last EU progress report. According to the courts in the 
cities of Podgorica, Kotor and Bijelo Polje, sentences were handed down in 79 cases of domestic violence in 2021, 
but only ten of them resulted in prison sentences. Sociologist Milena Jelic Suntic has reportedly warned against a 
predominantly conservative attitude of society that still considers domestic violence to be a private matter. 

Myanmar 

Clashes in Kachin, Rakhine, Sagaing, Chin, Kayah and Bago 
Around 200 junta forces were reportedly killed in Hpakant (Kachin State) in a series of clashes that broke out 
between the Myanmar Army (Tatmadaw) and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), between 03.02.22 and 
05.02.22. The Tatmadaw launched air strikes against KIA troops and civilian targets on 05.02.22. 
On 04.02.22, 06.02.22 and 07.02.22, armed clashes erupted between the Arakan Army (AA) and the Tatmadaw in 
Maungdaw (Rakhine State) after the latter attacked an AA base. The AA has accused the military of breaking a 
ceasefire agreement reached in 2020. One AA fighter and several junta forces were reportedly killed; two civilians 
were also killed. 
In Sagaing Region, the Kalay People's Defence Force (PDF) carried out several attacks on Tatmadaw troops on 
06.02.22 after they shelled a village in Kalay Township, injuring eight civilians. At least 20 soldiers were killed in the 
PDF attacks. In Katha Township, the Katha PDF killed at least 16 junta forces on the same day. The PDF carried out 
further attacks on Tatmadaw targets on 05.02.22 and 06.02.22 in Shwebo, Kani and Pale Townships. Between 
05.022.22 and 09.02.22, junta forces set fires in several villages in Taze Township where an alliance of several PDFs 
attacked a police station on 09.02.22. The Tatmadaw carried out air strikes on eight villages in Ye-U Township on 
06.02.22 and 07.02.2. Seventy people were arrested and two were killed in raids, at least 15,000 residents of the 
township were displaced. In Wetlet, locals discovered the charred remains of six people arrested during a raid 
carried out on 30.01.22. According to media reports, there are indications that the detainees were burnt alive. Five 
members of the local PDF were involved in clashes that erupted in Kawlin on 08.02.22. As reported on the same 
day, junta forces killed at least 24 civilians during raids in Myinmu on 31.01.22 and 03.02.22. At least 20 of the bodies 
were found charred and dismembered. 
Between 24.01.22 and 07.02.22, members of the Chinland Defence Force (CDF) repeatedly attacked a military 
convoy travelling from Matupi to Mindat (Chin State). They claim to have killed at least 20 soldiers. Troops of the 
convoy attacked and shelled several villages along the way, killing a child and causing hundreds of villagers to flee. 
In Kalay (Sagaing) and Loikaw (Kayah State) townships, 26 junta forces and one resistance fighter were killed in 
attacks perpetrated by Kalay PDF, Chin National Defence Force (CNDF), Karenni Nationalities Defence Force 
(KNDF) and Karen Army on 07.02.22 and 08.02.22 respectively. On 08.02.22, local PDFs carried out raids and attacks 
in Yinmabin, Khin U, Pale, Shwebo (Sagaing) and Gyobingauk townships (Bago region), reportedly killing around 35 
Tatmadaw soldiers. In Khin U, two civilians also were killed in the fighting. In Pale, between 03.02.22 and 05.02.22, 
junta forces had shot dead four civilians and set fire to two villages, one of which was almost completely razed to 
the ground, half the other village was reduced to ashes. 
During fighting that broke out between the Tatmadaw and a local PDF in Demoso (Kayah), an artillery shell hit an 
IDP camp on 10.02.22. Several shelters were destroyed and one person was injured. In a village in the neighbouring 
municipality of Loikaw, the bodies of two civilians burnt beyond recognition were found after the clashes. 
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Deterioration in the humanitarian situation 
While the total number of internally displaced persons was estimated to be around 661,000 at the end of 2021, this 
figure had risen to over 800,000 by 11.02.22, according to UN figures. 440,000 fled as a result of the military coup 
(cf. BN of 07.02.22). The states of Kayin, Kayah, Mon, Shan and Chin as well as the regions of Bago, Tanintharyi, 
Magway and Sagaing have been hit the hardest. According to the UN, the situation is expected to deteriorate 
further. 

Nicaragua 

First convictions in criminal trials against political prisoners, political prisoner Torres dies 
Criminal trials against numerous political prisoners began on 01.02.22. Since then, according to the Nicaraguan 
Centre for Human Rights (Cenidh), 19 people have been found guilty of undermining national sovereignty in closed 
sessions and have been sentenced to prison terms of between eight and 13 years. According to media reports, police 
officers were often the only witnesses heard, and evidence presented was sometimes questionable. According to 
official reports, another political prisoner, Hugo Torres, died while in custody on 12.02.22 after suffering health 
problems. Several NGOs have already publicly criticised the government's account and demanded an independent 
investigation into his death. 

Nigeria 

President unveils new population policy 
According to media reports, President Muhammadu Buhari officially unveiled a revised National Population Policy 
for Sustainable Development on 03.02.22. Buhari stressed the need for urgent action to address the country's high 
birth rate and improve the health of women, children and new-borns. Specifically, the government intends to 
expand counselling services and improve access to modern methods of contraception nationwide. A new National 
Council on Population Management (NCPM) will be chaired by Buhari himself and Vice President Yemi Osinbajo. 
With a population of 211.4 million (2021), Nigeria is by far the most populous country in Africa. 

Deadly attacks in the north-west 
On 04.02.22, unknown persons attacked several locations in the north-western state of Zamfara, killing dozens of 
people and abducting others. This has been reported by multiple sources. According to a local witness, one of the 
attacks took place because of residents' failure to pay the levy of NGN 40 million (approx. EUR 85,000, as of 
14.02.22) demanded by a criminal group. According to media reports, at least 486 people were killed by non-state 
actors across Nigeria in the first three weeks of 2022, over half of them by bandits in the north-west and Niger State 
(cf. BN of 07.02.22). Thirteen people were reportedly killed in three villages in Katsina State between 07.02.22 and 
08.02.22. 

Borno State: ISWAP fighters and family members surrender 
According to media reports, 22 men belonging to the Islamist group Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) 
surrendered, along with their families, to the Nigerian military in the north-eastern state of Borno on 05.02.22. 
According to army sources, a total of 104 ISWAP fighters surrendered. In the period between May 2021 and the 
beginning of January 2022, the military in north-eastern Nigeria say 24,000 persons who are designated as terrorists 
by Nigerian government agencies or are family members of this group of persons surrendered (cf. BN of 24.01.22). 
Boko Haram and ISWAP are responsible for a range of terrorist activities in the region. These include, among others, 
attacks, suicide bombings and kidnappings. 

Pakistan 

Attacks on security forces 
On 06.02.22, three soldiers were killed in an attack perpetrated by Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in Kurram 
district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. 
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On 07.02.22, two security force members of the paramilitary Frontier Corps (FC) were killed and one civilian was 
injured in Quetta, capital of Belochistan province, when a roadside bomb detonated. The Baloch National Army 
(BNA) has claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Hindu college teacher sentenced for blasphemy 
On 07.02.22, a court in Sukkur (Sindh) sentenced a Hindu school headmaster to life imprisonment for blasphemy. 
He had been arrested in September 2019 after a video surfaced on social media in which a student accused the 
teacher of insulting the Prophet Muhammad. As a result, a local Muslim cleric filed a complaint with the police for 
blasphemy. According to relatives, the conviction was based solely on the student's statement; there was no further 
evidence. 

Mob kills man on suspicion of blasphemy 
On 13.02.22, a mob consisting of several hundred people stoned a man to death in Khanewal district of Punjab 
province for allegedly desecrating the Quran. An employee of the local mosque told villagers that the man had 
burnt a Quran in the mosque. A crowd then gathered and stoned the man to death. The police were unable to 
intervene during the attack. Dozens of people were subsequently arrested. 
In Pakistan, mobs regularly attack people accused of blasphemy. The accusations are often used to settle personal 
disputes and intimidate religious minorities. As recently as December 2021, a mob in Sialkot (Punjab) lynched a Sri 
Lankan man and burned his body. 

Palestinian Autonomous Territories / Israel 

East Jerusalem: Israeli authorities demolish family home of Palestinian attacker 
On 01.02.22, Israeli authorities demolished the home of the family of a Palestinian militia member who had killed 
one Israeli and injured four others in an attack on people in east Jerusalem in November 2021 before being killed 
himself by members of the military (cf. BN of 22.11.21). Numerous human rights groups have criticised the 
demolition of the family homes of Palestinian militias and accuse the authorities of collective punishment. The 
authorities say demolitions are necessary deterrents. 

West Bank: 78-year-old Palestinian dies in Israeli detention 
In a statement issued on 01.02.22, the Israeli military admitted misconduct by some of its soldiers in the case of a 
78-year-old Palestinian with American citizenship who died in custody. In this rare admission, the military spoke of 
immoral and reprehensible behaviour by its own soldiers. The responsible battalion commander was issued with a 
warning, the platoon commander as well as the company commander were suspended and excluded from 
leadership roles for two years. 
A post-mortem concluded that the man, who had already been in poor health, had suffered a stress-induced sudden 
cardiac arrest stemming from external violence. According to the military, the man was unable to produce 
identification documents at a security checkpoint and had resisted the check. He was then taken into custody at a 
nearby building but was due to be released. According to the report, the military personnel assumed that the 
deceased was asleep when they cut his zip-ties. 

West Bank: Three alleged militia members, one Palestinian minor killed by military 
According to Israeli military sources, three alleged Palestinian militia members were killed in an operation carried 
out in the town of Nablos on 08.02.22 during an attempt to arrest them. They had been carrying weapons and had 
given the impression during the arrest that they had every intention of using them.  
Furthermore, a 17-year-old Palestinian was shot in the head by Israeli military in Jenin. The military were reportedly 
trying to break up clashes between ultra-nationalist Jewish activists and the Palestinian population of the area. The 
clashes erupted in an attempt to destroy the homes of two Palestinians in custody who are suspected of being 
involved in the fatal attack on an Israeli in the West Bank in December 2021 (cf. BN of 20.12.21). 
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Republic of the Congo 

Torture case: police officers sentenced 
The French foreign radio station Radio France Internationale reported on 10.02.22 that, among others, four police 
officers who were convicted of using torture against juvenile suspects in the capital Brazzaville (cf. BN of 10.01.22) 
in a video that went viral, were each sentenced to ten years imprisonment without parole for assault. While the 
national NGO Centre of Action for Development (Centre d'actions pour le développement) also demanded that the 
crime be upgraded to murder because it involved a case of torture resulting in death. The public prosecutor's office 
had only assumed that the defendants were liable for bodily harm and had requested a total prison sentence of 20 
years each. The prosecution and the representative of the joint plaintiff hoped that the verdict would act as a 
deterrent for police officers who engage in torture practices. One of the defence lawyers had complained that the 
way in which the crime was committed bore all the hallmarks of police modus operandi and that they had acted on 
direct orders from the higher level. 

Republic of Moldova 

Five former MPs arrested 
At the instigation of the Anti-Corruption Prosecutor's Office, five former members of parliament were temporarily 
arrested on 04.02.22. They are accused of bribery and illicit enrichment in connection with moving from the 
parliamentary group of the Communist Party (PCRM) to the Democratic Party (PDM) in 2015. The Court of Appeal 
in Chisinau confirmed the arrests on 10.02.22. One of the arrested, former MP Artur Reshetnikov, said he went on 
hunger strike temporarily and described the arrest as politically motivated by the current President Maia Sandu. 
The pro-Western government, in office since 2021, has set itself the goal of fighting corruption and improving the 
rule of law (cf. BN of 11.10.21 u. 16.08.21). 

Saudi Arabia 

Drone attack on Saudi airport 
The Saudi Arabia-led coalition has said Saudi air defence forces destroyed a drone targeting Abha airport, in 
southern Saudi Arabia, on 10.02.22. Twelve people were injured by shrapnel from the explosives-laden drone when 
it was destroyed by air defences. The Iranian-allied Yemeni Houthi group has claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Senegal 

Local elections  
On 23.01.22, around 6.6 million voters, including 250,000 first-time voters, elected 553 new mayors, five lord 
mayors and 44 district presidents. This was the first time the Senegalese directly elected the heads of 
administration. To this end, the electoral law had been amended by parliament in August 2021. The local elections, 
originally planned for 2020 and postponed twice due to the coronavirus pandemic, are seen as a test for the 
presidential elections in 2024, especially in the cities of Dakar and Ziguinchor. Ousmane Sonko with the coalition 
Yewwi Askan Wi (YAW) won the election in Ziguinchor in the south of the country. In the capital Dakar, Bathelémy 
Diaz, who switched from the governing coalition Benno Bokk Yaakar (BBY) to YAW, received the most votes. YAW 
formed in autumn 2021 as an alliance around the PASTEF Les Patriotes party and other parties. The newly formed 
opposition coalition has won important supporters from the Y'en a marre Frapp camp led by Guy Marius Sagna and 
Khalifa Sall, leader of the Socialist Party (Parti Socialiste (PS)) and has won victories in key cities. Abdoulaye Baldé, 
the ousted mayor of Ziguinchor, had left the ruling coalition BBY in the course of the elections to form his own 
coalition under the name UCS Mbolo (Union Centriste du Senegal). The debate about a third mandate possibly 
sought by Macky Sall, the incumbent president, in the 2024 elections is likely to have played a role in the voters' 
decision in favour of the opposition coalition. The electoral commissions confirmed that the elections were 
conducted transparently and went off by and large peacefully. 



14 

Somalia 

Series of bombings in different locations 
At least four people were killed and seven others injured in an explosion at a restaurant in the Al Macruuf shopping 
centre in Bosaso, Puntland, on 09.02.22. Security forces have launched a large-scale manhunt for those responsible. 
So far, no one has claimed responsibility for the attack. 
Four civilians were killed and eight others wounded by shelling during an attack carried out by al-Shabaab in Barawe 
(south-west Somalia) on 09.02.22. On the same day, elections for the national parliament were held in South-West 
Somalia. According to the current roadmap, the parliamentary elections need to be completed by 25.02.22 so that 
the presidential elections can be held. 
Six civilians were killed and 13 injured in a suicide bombing targeting a minibus carrying a delegation involved in 
the parliamentary elections at a busy junction in Mogadishu on 10.02.22. Al-Shabaab has claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

Sri Lanka 

Court orders temporary release of imprisoned lawyer 
On 07.02.22, a Sri Lankan court ordered the release on bail of Muslim lawyer Hejaaz Hizbullah who has been 
imprisoned since April 2020. Hizbullah had made a name for himself as an advocate for the country's Muslim 
minority. The security authorities accused him of having links to the terrorist attacks carried out on 21.04.19. 
However, the prosecutors failed to provide evidence of his involvement and the charges against him were changed 
several times. The latest charge for "inciting communal disharmony" under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) 
was filed by the Supreme Court on 18.02.21. 
On 15.12.21, Ahnaf Jazeem, a Muslim poet, was also released on bail after months in prison. He was arrested in May 
2020 under the PTA on charges of promoting extremism. Numerous human rights organisations criticised the 
detentions and campaigned for the release of the two men. The European Parliament has expressed concern about 
the cases. 

HRW-Bericht zu Terrorismusgesetz 
The human rights organisation Human Rights Watch (HRW) published a report on the controversial Prevention of 
Terrorism Act (PTA) on 07.02.22. The PTA, which is mainly applied against members of the Tamil and Muslim 
minorities as well as civil society groups, has in the past led to arbitrary detentions as well as torture and ill-
treatment of people in a bid to obtain confessions, the organisation said. HRW criticises the fact that despite the 
implementation of the amendments presented by the government on 27.01.22 (cf. BN of 31.01.22), the abusive 
framework of the PTA remains in place. Among other things, they point out that the draft amendment does not 
contain a definition of terrorism and continues to allow arrests without a warrant and detention for up to 12 months 
(previously 18 months) without a court order. According to human rights defenders, arrests under the PTA still 
occur regularly, but independent verification is often no longer possible, partly due to the loss of independence of 
the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka (HRCSL). HRW refers to an exchange of letters with the HRCSL in 
January 2022, according to which 109 arrests were registered under the PTA in 2021. Currently (as of 07.01.22) 392 
persons are being held in pre-trial detention under the PTA and 92 others are being detained with a warrant under 
the PTA. In the report, HRW reiterates its call for the PTA to be repealed and for an immediate moratorium on the 
use of the PTA in the meantime, pending the drafting of an acceptable law. 

Sudan 

Continued demonstrations / spotlight on hospitals 
On 07.02.22, renewed protests against the military coup and in favour of a purely civilian government took place in 
numerous cities across the country, including the capital. Called the "March of Millions" in Khartoum, the regular 
demonstrations targeted the Palace of the Republic. The protestors also chanted their support for the blockade of 
the Northern Artery to Egypt (cf. BN of 07.02.22). According to reports, in the course of the protests, the military 
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blocked a connecting bridge between the city centre of Khartoum and the northern parts of the city with shipping 
containers and barbed wire. This was intended to prevent people from participating in the protest in the city as the 
State Security Committee had previously issued a ban on public assembly in the city centre. According to further 
reports, four protestors were injured by live ammunition during protests held in Omdurman town. Rubber bullets 
and tear gas were reportedly also used. According to the Central Committee of Sudanese Doctors, a total of 63 
people were injured and received medical treatment. Further protests against the military coup took place on 
10.02.22.  
 
Since the coup on 25.10.21, the government security forces have also repeatedly targeted hospitals and their staff. 
On 07.02.22, security forces in Omdurman attempted several times to enter the premises of a hospital where injured 
protestors were being treated. In doing so, they prevented a number of injured people from entering the hospital. 
In a similar earlier action carried out by the armed forces, one wounded person died because the blockade caused 
them to be treated too late. 
After security forces attacked El-Fasher hospital and its staff on 08.02.22, the entire hospital went on strike in 
protest. The staff demanded protection from the government against the attacks by the security forces. 

Obstruction of free journalism 
On 07.02.22, the broadcaster BBC announced via Twitter that three BBC Arabic reporters had been arrested by 
security forces and taken to an unknown location. The team concerned has been accredited by the Sudanese 
Ministry of Information and had been reporting from Khartoum. The BBC was reportedly involved in a close 
exchange with the Sudanese authorities on the case and was working to secure the swift release of its staff. Since 
the coup on 25.10.21, there have been repeated repressive measures against media and news agencies and their 
staff. The measures range from direct attacks by the security forces against journalists to arrests, the storming and 
closing of offices and confiscation of equipment (cf. BN of 17.01.22).  

Political opponents arrested 
Last week, the media reported on the arrests of representatives of the opposition party Forces of Freedom and 
Change (FFC) as well as members of the resistance committees. Civilian politicians or politically active persons, also 
from the FFC, had already been detained in the immediate aftermath of the coup in October 2021 and had only 
been released due to international pressure. Among the reasons given for the arrests were accusations of 
corruption. Official statements stressed that the arrests were not politically motivated. However, it was reported 
that some of the arrested persons had not been officially charged. 
This led to strong international criticism. The Foreign Ministry, however, rejected this criticism, saying any such 
statements were "blatant interference" in Sudan's internal affairs. The media also refer to reports from the ranks of 
the resistance against the military coup, according to which more than 2,000 people have thus far been detained or 
have become victims of "enforced disappearances". 

Security situation in Darfur 
The security situation in the Darfur region remains very tense. On 08.02.22, armed individuals attacked the village 
of Gura Farjawiya in North Darfur. The attackers captured the mayor and demanded the surrender of money or 
livestock. When the villagers did not respond to the demands, the situation escalated, resulting in two people being 
killed and eight injured. The attackers ransacked the village and burned down a number of farms before government 
forces arrived. The following day, another attack was carried out on another village in the same region. The attackers 
burned down the marketplace. No casualties or injuries have been reported. 

Syria 

Idlib: six killed in artillery fire 
According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which has close links to the opposition, several artillery 
shells fired by the Syrian army hit various locations west of the city of Aleppo on 12.02.22. One salvo also reached 
the village of Maarat an-Naasan in Idlib, killing a family of six. 
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The Syria Civil Defence, an opposition civil defence organisation (also known as the "White Helmets"), counted a 
total of 65 children killed by shelling in the past six months. 

Suweida: protests against subsidy cuts 
According to reports, a number of people gathered for peaceful protests in the predominantly Druze-inhabited 
town in the south of the country on 10.02.22. They were demonstrating against subsidy cuts, which had come into 
effect a week earlier, and complaining about a deteriorating economic situation. 
Suweida was one of the areas under government control throughout the Syrian conflict. Protests against the 
government in Damascus rarely take place. 

Al-Hol: failed kidnap attempt 
A spokesperson for the Kurdish-led security forces on the ground confirmed on 07.02.22 that a violent 
confrontation had occurred at the detention centre for family members of ISIS fighters after female detainees 
attempted to overpower and abduct the female guards. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
(SOHR), a ten-year-old child was killed and six women and children were injured in a firefight that subsequently 
ensued. 
For 2021, SOHR documented a total of 89 victims of violent clashes in al-Hol, including two members of the 
security forces as well as 67 Iraqi and 20 Syrian detainees. 

Tunisia 

New judicial watchdog established by presidential decree 
On 13.02.22, President Kais Saied issued a decree establishing a new judicial watchdog to replace the Supreme 
Judicial Council, which he dissolved on 06.02.22. According to the decree, the president can control the selection, 
appointment, promotion and transfer of judges within the new judicial watchdog. 
In response to the publication of the decree, more than 2,000 people gathered in the centre of Tunis on 13.02.22 
to protest against the formation of the new judicial watchdog and for an independent judiciary. 

Turkey 

Deportations to Syria 
Reports issued by Middle East Eye, Syria Update and the pro-opposition Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
(SOHR), among others, between 01.02.22 and 07.02.22 indicate that Turkish authorities deported approximately 
150 Syrian refugees on 28.01.22 after they had been arrested in raids carried out by the police in Istanbul. The 
refugees reportedly also included people with official residence permits for Turkey, among them students at 
Turkish universities. Some of the deported refugees said that before they were deported, they had been forced by 
the police to sign Turkish documents that they were unable to read. Other refugees who, according to media 
reports, had legal residency in Turkey were forced to sign voluntary return forms. 

Constitutional Court ruling in the Cemil Uğur case 
On 07.02.22, the Constitutional Court ruled that the right to personal freedom and security of journalist Cemil Uğur 
had been violated. The journalist spent six months in pre-trial detention after reporting on torture in the Turkish 
province of Van. Cemil Uğur was one of five journalists arrested after reporting on an incident in which two men, 
Osman Şiban and Servet Turgut, had been thrown out of a helicopter by soldiers in Van province in eastern Turkey. 
The arrested journalists had already been acquitted of charges of membership of a terrorist organisation on 
06.01.21. 

Arrests for using the ByLock app 
Despite a ruling by the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) that the use of the smartphone application ByLock 
does not constitute a criminal offence, Turkish police arrested at least 21 people on 10.02.22 for alleged links to 
the Gülen movement. In Istanbul, prosecutors issued arrest warrants for 23 people in five provinces, 21 of whom 
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were arrested on Thursday. Those arrested are accused of having links to the Gülen movement because they had 
used the ByLock app. 

Arrests for suspected PKK links 
On 13.02.22, Turkish security forces arrested 16 people accused of being linked to the Kurdistan Workers' Party 
(PKK). According to a statement issued by Diyarbakir Municipality, the arrests took place in Mardin, Istanbul and 
Antalya. Seven of the suspects were remanded in custody. 

Uganda 

Government critic outside the country / further allegations of torture 
On 07.02.22, Kakwenza Rukirabashaija applied to have his case moved to the Supreme Court and demanded his 
passport. Both requests were rejected, and the court hearing was set for 23.03.22. He is reportedly currently in 
Malawi to undergo medical treatment. At the same time, Samuel Masereka, regional coordinator of the opposition 
National Unity Platform (NUP) in Kasese, has also made serious allegations of torture against state security forces. 
He was reportedly held in detention from 07.12.21 to 28.01.22. Meanwhile, EU and U.S. representatives have 
expressed concern about the growing number of allegations of torture against the government. 

Ukraine / Russian Federation 

Tensions continue to escalate, fears of military escalation 
Despite continuing international diplomatic efforts, the conflict situation surrounding the concentration of Russian 
troops near the Ukrainian border and the fear of a military escalation has further intensified (cf. BN of 31.01.22 and 
07.02.22). According to information provided by the OSCE on 13.02.22, parts of the Special Monitoring Mission 
(SMM) in Ukraine are to be withdrawn at short notice for security reasons on the initiative of some states 
participating in the mission. According to the SMM situation report issued on 11.02.22, the number of ceasefire 
violations at the line of contact in the Donetsk region jumped to 738 compared to 27 the previous day. The SMM 
also reports an increase in explosions and restrictions on their freedom of movement in the conflict-ridden area in 
eastern Ukraine. In view of a feared military intervention by the Russian Federation, several countries have reduced 
their diplomatic presence in recent days and have ordered their nationals to leave Ukraine. President Volodymyr 
Zelensky stressed at a meeting of the Ukrainian Security Council held in the city of Kharkiv on 11.02.22 that there 
was no reason to panic and that Ukraine was prepared for any scenario. According to media reports, the Security 
Council did not decide on any further measures such as mobilisation or a state of emergency at its meeting. The 
Russian Federation has so far repeatedly stated that it is not planning any military intervention in Ukraine. 

Arrests and convictions of Crimean Tatars 
According to media reports, four Crimean Tatars were arrested in the course of house searches carried out in various 
regions of Crimea by the Russian domestic intelligence service FSB on 09.02.22. They are accused of engaging in 
unconstitutional activities in connection with membership of the Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir. On 11.02.22, a 
Russian court found Crimean Tatars Zekirya Muratov and Vadim Bektemirov guilty of membership of Hizb ut-Tahrir 
and sentenced them to prison terms of 11 and 11.5 years, respectively. Both had been arrested in Crimea in July 
2020, according to media reports. Hizb ut-Tahrir has been classified as an extremist organisation in the Russian 
Federation since 2003. 

Venezuela 

Security operation: killing of gang leader El Koki 
On 08.02.22, Minister of the Interior Pedro José Ceballos confirmed that the wanted gang leader, Carlos Luis 
Revet(t)e (known as El Koki), had been killed by members of the special unit Cuerpo de Investigaciones Científicas, 
Penales y Criminalísticas (CICPC) in Las Tejerías in the state of Aragua, some 70 km from Caracas, in the course of 
the police operation Indio Guaicaipuro II that began on 06.02.22. He had escaped during a police raid in the Cota 
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905 neighbourhood in Caracas, which his gang dominated, in July 2021 and has been on the run ever since. It was 
initially unclear whether Carlos Enrique Gómez Rodríguez, alias El Conejo, the gang leader operating Las Tejerías 
and suspected of being allied with El Koki, was also killed in the operation. His organisation reportedly controls the 
area as a cell of the most powerful gang in the country, El Tren de Aragua. However, on 09.02.22, the Minister of 
Internal Relations, Justice and Peace announced that El Conejo was alive and that the search for him was ongoing. 

Deaths and arrests during military operations in Apure State 
On 11.02.22, Defence Minister Padrino Lopéz reported at a press conference that at least nine members of armed 
groups had been killed during the Escudo Bolivariano 2022 military operation carried out in the Venezuelan-
Colombian border area in Apure state. 
He also confirmed that eight civilians had been killed by landmines a few days earlier. Although Venezuela had been 
declared landmine-free in 2013, anti-personnel mines have since been reported to be present again in the states of 
Zulia, Táchira, Bolívar and Amazonas, according to the NGO Fundaredes. According to information provided by the 
Attorney General Tarek William Saab, a total of 62 suspected members of armed, terrorist drug trafficking groups 
from Colombia, so-called Grupos Tancol (Terroristas armados narcotraficantes colombianos), have also been 
arrested since September 2021. The majority of these arrests also took place in the Venezuelan-Colombian border 
area (46 in the state of Apure and 9 in Táchira) as well as seven in Bolívar on the border with Brazil. 

Freedom of the press: court-ordered expropriation of the editorial office of the El Nacional newspaper 
As part of a defamation lawsuit brought by the vice-president of the United Socialist Party of Venezuela (Partido 
Socialista Unido de Venezuela (PSUV)), Diosdado Cabello, against the El Nacional newspaper, which is critical of 
the government, its headquarters in the housing estate Los Cortijos de Lourdes in the state of Miranda was 
transferred to Cabello by the Venezuelan judiciary on 07.02.22. In May 2021, the Supreme Court had already 
sentenced El Nacional to a fine of more than US$13 million and confiscated the newspaper on the grounds of 
"moral damage inflicted" by its reporting on Cabello's connection with drug trafficking structures. Numerous 
international media organisations, NGOs and journalists condemned this step as an attack on freedom of the press 
and criticised the court proceedings as well as the decision of the judge from a pro-Chávez family as arbitrary. On 
the afternoon of 11.02.22, the newspaper's website was also temporarily blocked. 

Vietnam 

Environmental activist arrested 
On 09.02.22, it was announced that prominent environmental activist Nguy Thi Khanh had been arrested in January 
2022 on tax-evasion charges. Khanh is the founder of the Green Innovation and Development Centre, an 
organisation that promotes sustainable development in the country. She has been particularly active in promoting 
environmentally friendly and sustainable alternatives for energy production. In 2018, she was awarded the Goldman 
Environmental Prize. On 11.01.22, a journalist was also sentenced to four years' imprisonment for tax fraud, and on 
24.01.22, another environmental activist was sentenced to five years' imprisonment for tax evasion. Both are 
reportedly members of a network of civil society organisations monitoring the impact of the Vietnam-EU Free 
Trade Agreement, which came into force in August 2020, on environmental policies, land rights and workers' rights. 
Both were arrested in June 2021. 

Yemen 

Increase in the number of civilian casualties since October 2021 
According to the NGO Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), the number of civilians killed or injured has almost 
doubled since the UN decided not to extend the mandate of the Group of Eminent and Regional Experts on Yemen 
(GEE) in the country in October 2021. Four months prior to the UN's decision, the number of civilians killed or 
injured stood at 823, in the four months after, it stood at 1,535. The number of air strikes carried out by the Saudi 
Arabia-led anti-Houthi coalition reportedly also increased 39-fold during the same period. NRC blames the lack of 
an investigative body for the high numbers. It came as a surprise that the mandate of the UN expert group was not 
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extended after Saudi Arabia reportedly put pressure on voting countries to vote against an extension (cf. BN of 
11.10.21).  
UNOCHA reported on 10.02.22 that 234 civilians had been killed and another 431 injured in January 2022, the 
highest number in three years. 

UN staff members abducted 
On 11.02.22, five UN staff members were abducted in Abyan governorate while returning to Aden. The kidnappers 
are reportedly individuals linked to al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). 

Marib: 100,000 displaced persons 
According to Oxfam, around 100,000 people have been displaced since the beginning of the battle for the city of 
Marib in Marib Governorate. The Houthis launched an offensive in February 2021 to capture the city of Marib, the 
last city in northern Yemen that remains under government control. 

Group 62 - Information Centre for Asylum and Migration 
Briefing Notes 
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