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27 June 2022 

Afghanistan 

Security situation: Fighting between Hazara resistance and the Taliban 
Maulawi Mehdi, the only Taliban commander from the Hazara ethnic group, has reportedly broken away from the 
Taliban and returned to his home district of Balkhab in Sar-e Pul province (where he had been the Taliban's shadow 
governor since 2018 before their rise to power). Local observers report that he has entrenched himself in Balkhab 
with about 500-1,000 soldiers and is besieged by about 3,000 Taliban fighters. On 23.06.22 the fighting increased, 
but so far there is hardly any information on casualties. After the Taliban takeover, Mehdi had initially headed the 
Taliban intelligence service for Bamyan province, which is mainly inhabited by Hazaras, but since he refused to 
enforce measures against the Hazaras, he was first ordered to Kabul and then dismissed. As the Taliban do not want 
to lose any more Pashtun fighters in their counter-insurgency operations, they are currently trying for the first time 
to mobilise Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP) fighters against Mehdi and his combatants. Balkhab district 
has large copper and coal deposits that are exported to Pakistan. So far, the profits have gone into Mehdi's hands, 
but the Taliban now want to get hold of the revenues in view of the economic crisis. 

Governance 
On 16.06.22 it was reported that in Herat province, the Taliban forbid women to sue their husbands in court if, for 
example, they are victims of domestic violence. Reports of 23.06.22 say that in Faryab province, the Taliban are 
reportedly replacing non-Pashtun employees in leadership positions with Pashtuns. The Taliban have issued an 
order that in private universities across the country, the subject of Persian literature be replaced by other subjects. 
Throughout the country, Persian characters have already been removed from universities and signs in general.  
In the city of Kandahar, the Taliban have hung banners equating women who do not wear veils with animals. 

Persecution situation: Women 
On 17.06.22, about 30 female students were detained by the Taliban in Takhar province because they had left their 
dormitory unaccompanied by a man and gone to a park during a break in class. A few days later, Taliban members 
entered the dormitory of the female students in order to discipline them, the students reported. A few weeks ago, 
the Taliban had organised an event at the university to encourage women to wear veils. Some female students 
refused to do so and were subsequently arrested. 

Humanitarian situation 
On 22.06.22, one of the deadliest earthquakes in Afghanistan's history hit the eastern provinces of Khost and 
Paktika, killing about 1,000 people and injuring another 1,500. The Taliban have provided the equivalent of about 
USD 1 million in aid for the victims and have also called on the international community for help. Relief supplies 
for the victims have arrived from Iran, Qatar, and Japan. The UN is providing USD 10 million in aid and China the 
equivalent of USD 7.5 million. 
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Benin 

Dead in attack 
On 26.06.22, unidentified individuals attacked the Dassari police station (Atacora department on the border with 
Burkina Faso). Two police officers and two of the attackers were killed in the incident. 

Burkina Faso 

Establishment of restricted military areas; BVDP 
The supreme council of national defence decided on 20.06.22 to establish two "military interest zones " where the 
army is planning operations against extremists. Any human presence will be forbidden in these areas. Residents 
were given a 14-day period to move to other areas. One zone covers 37,758 km² in the Est region and includes the 
nature reserves of Arly, Koutiagou, Madjoari, Pama, Singou and the national park W. The second zone, covering 
12,205 km², includes part of the province of Soum (Sahel region) and extends to the border with Mali. These zones 
are considered retreat areas for jihadist groups. 
Furthermore, the defence council decided to set up a Brigade for the Surveillance and Defence of the Fatherland 
(Brigade de veille et de défense patriotique - BVDP), which would bring together all the citizen volunteers for the 
defence of the fatherland (Volontaires pour la défense de la patrie - VDP). 

Cameroon 

Boko Haram attack: one militant killed, two soldiers injured 
An army spokesperson has informed that in the night of 25.06.22, one Boko Haram militant was killed and two 
soldiers were injured in clashes in village of Kiliari (Far North region) when heavily armed militants of the terrorist 
group tried to attack the locality. However, they were repulsed by troops patrolling the area. 

Government sends troops for protection 
The government is deploying hundreds of troops along the border with Nigeria after attacks by Boko Haram 
militants have forced more than 40,000 villagers to flee the area over the past two months. According to the military, 
attacks by Boko Haram have increased dramatically since April 2022 in Mayo Tsanaga, an administrative unit on the 
northern border with Nigeria. 

China 

Hong Kong: Arrests over social media posts 
On 22.06.22, Hong Kong police arrested two men who shared posts criticising the Hong Kong and mainland China 
governments on various social media platforms. Both men have been charged with seditious acts and are in custody. 
On 24.06.22, a court refused to release them on bail. The defendants face a maximum sentence of two years in 
prison. 

DR Congo 

Situation of Rwandan, Rwandophone and/or Tutsi people and Banyamulenge people 
Several media have reported that further ethnically motivated, completed or attempted acts of killing and violence 
are being carried out against Rwandan, Rwandophone and Tutsi people as well as members of the Banyamulenge 
Tutsi or against people who are suspected of being such only because of their physical appearance or their language 
(cf. BN of 20.06.22). The reports come mainly from the conflict provinces of North Kivu, Maniema, Ituri, but also 
from the capital Kinshasa. Apparently, a climate of fear prevails among these population groups or among 
Congolese communities suspected of having close ties to Rwanda. Residents are apparently restricting their 
freedom of movement for fear of being equated with Rwandans. A Rwandan news site reports that videos on social 
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media show people in eastern Congolese towns being attacked solely because of their Tutsi appearance, which 
brings back memories of the 1994 genocide against Tutsis in Rwanda. A man suspected of being Rwandan 
reportedly survived an attack only by presenting his identity card. A Banyamulenge man was subjected to verbal 
attacks because of his ethnicity and appearance and therefore went into hiding. The situation is reportedly serious, 
and the authorities do not intervene. Other reports indicate that in Maniema Province, Banyamulenge people have 
gone into hiding because of the continuing tense situation. The Maniema civil society has in fact urged the 
Banyamulenge to go into hiding. On the sidelines of a solidarity demonstration by the presidential party Union pour 
la Démocratie et le Progrès Social (UDPS) for the Congolese army in the fight against the Tutsi-dominated rebel 
group Mouvement 23 (M23), a Banyamulenge was reportedly brutally killed and burnt to death by a crowd of people 
merely because of his physiognomic similarities to a Rwandan. There are other reports of (group) attacks on 
Banyamulenge in parts of Maniema, including the provincial capital. This population group is also reportedly subject 
to abductions, the burning of houses and looting. 
Videos are circulating of armed youths, claiming to be a special brigade of the UDPS and roaming the streets of the 
capital Kinshasa in search of Rwandophones. On 21.06.22, the governor of Kinshasa Gentiny Ngobila informed of 
arrests and measures taken to protect life, limb and property of the Tutsi population living in the capital. Media 
report that Daniel Aselo Okito, deputy prime minister and minister of interior and security, will have to explain 
himself with regard to the UDPS Special Brigade, who allegedly carried out search patrols under the eyes of the 
security authorities. As recently as 19.06.22, the minister criticised the Congolese Tutsi and Banyamulenge 
communities for their non-visible support and called on them to stand behind the DRC in the fight against the M23 
rebels and the Rwandan government supporting them. Police reports say that on 23.06.22, several people were 
arrested in Kinshasa for intending to attack Rwandophones present in Kinshasa whom they suspected to support 
the M23 rebels. Among those arrested was a UDPS mass mobiliser who had revealed addresses and names of 
Rwandan targets in a video and called for their expulsion. According to a media report, the UDPS has distanced 
itself from calls for hatred and condemned the stigmatisation ethnic communities. The minister to the President 
Nana Manuanina has reiterated the government's commitment to prosecute anyone who incites hatred against 
others, and communications minister Patrick Muyaya has announced to prosecute people who attack Tutsis. 

Number of internally displaced persons continues to rise 
According to UN figures, the number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) has increased again by around 700,000 
since the beginning of 2022, to an estimated 6.2 million people. Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General and Resident Coordinator in the DRC Bruno Lemarquis stated that IDP sites, several of which have been 
attacked by armed non-state groups in the provinces of North, South Kivu and Ituri since the beginning of 2022, 
are no longer safe havens for vulnerable people in the region. Attacks on public and non-governmental 
humanitarian institutions hamper or prevent access to health care, education and humanitarian aid or the 
distribution of humanitarian supplies. According to unanimous information, the situation of IDPs, who are often 
affected by multiple displacement, is described as very problematic. The DR Congo, which not only suffers from 
the world's largest food and hunger crisis, remains the country with the highest number of internally displaced 
people in the African continent. 

Côte d'Ivoire 

End of refugee status for Ivorian nationals in West Africa 
At a ceremony on the occasion of World Refugee Day on 20.06.22, UNHCR head Filippo Grandi declared the formal 
cessation of refugee status for Ivorian nationals staying in the countries of the region as of 30.06.22 (cf. BN of 
06.09.21 and 18.10.21). The ceremony was hosted by President Alassane Ouattara and was attended by the newly 
appointed vice president Tiémoko Meyliet Koné (the post was vacant for a long time). UNHCR reported that of the 
approximately 325,000 people who had fled to countries in the region during the crises of 2002-2007 and 
2011/2012, over 310,000 had returned to Côte d'Ivoire, 14,000 in 2022 alone, most of them from Liberia. 
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Cuba 

Increased migration to the USA 
The US Customs and Border Protection has informed that more than 140,000 people from Cuba entered the US 
between October 2021 and May 2022. This surpassed the Mariel boat crisis of 1980, when more than 125,000 Cuban 
people had left the island for Florida across the strait between April and October of that year. Migrants have been 
increasingly entering the US via the land bridge since November 2021, when the government of Daniel Ortega 
allowed visa-free entry from Cuba to Nicaragua. The increase in migratory pressure is caused by the ongoing 
economic crisis, which has been exacerbated by the Corona pandemic, the collapse of the important tourism sector 
and the US sanctions in place. 

Ecuador 

Violent protests against social and economic policies 
Since 13.06.22, Ecuador has seen more and more violent protests against social and economic policies led by the 
indigenous umbrella organisation CONAIE; the main reasons for the unrest are poverty, unemployment, and high 
fuel prices. Among the demands of the largely indigenous protesters are a deferral of loan repayments for small 
farmers, more funds to be allocated for healthcare and education, and a solution to the high fuel prices. The Alliance 
of Human Rights Organisations has stated that up to 22.06.22, at least 90 civilians have been injured in clashes with 
security forces, and almost as many have been arrested. In addition, about 100 security forces have been injured, 
according to the authorities. None of these figures can be verified independently. In addition, six people apparently 
lost their lives during the protests. On 17.06.22, President Guillermo Lasso declared a state of emergency for 30 
days in the three provinces of Imbabura, Cotopaxi, and Pichincha, where the number of violent riots was particularly 
high, and extended the emergency to a total of six provinces (Pichincha, Imbabura, Cotopaxi, Chimborazo, 
Tungurahua and Pastaza). The state of emergency was lifted on 25.06.22 after official talks between government 
representatives and CONAIE had started and it was agreed to form a commission to facilitate dialogue to end the 
protests. 

Egypt 

Woman stabbed to death for refusing marriage proposals 
On 23.06.22, a man stabbed a young woman to death in front of Mansoura University because she had rejected his 
marriage proposals and turned him down several times. The 21-year-old woman had wanted to study and not get 
married.  
According to Egyptian women's rights expert Lobna Darwish, such incidents are no isolated cases. While legislation 
regarding sexual harassment does exist, its implementation by police and society needs to be improved, she stated. 

El Salvador 

State of emergency extended again 
On 21.06.22, the state of emergency, which had been imposed at the end of March, was extended for another 30 
days (cf. BN of 13.06.22, 02.05.22, 04.04.22 and 28.03.22). Once again, 67 members of the 84-seat parliament voted 
in favour of extending the state of emergency powers. According to police, more than 41,300 suspected gang 
members have been arrested so far, among them 1,190 minors. Amnesty International has informed that more than 
40 people have died in police custody since 27.03.22. In addition, human rights organisations complain of numerous 
human rights violations, including arbitrary arrests, torture, overcrowding and sanitary conditions, as well as a lack 
of nutrition and inadequate medical care in detention centres. 
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The Gambia 

Situation of the Ahmadiyya religious minority community 
Gambian minister of lands, local government and religious affairs Sheriff Abba Sanyang has declared that members 
of the Ahmadiyya Muslim minority are entitled to the same rights as other citizens. The deputy speaker of the 
National Assembly has acknowledged the immense contribution of the Ahmadiyya faith community to the socio-
economic advancement of the country. These statements have come at a time when, according to consistent media 
reports, influential Islamic religious leaders labelled the Ahmadis as non-Muslims and members of a heretical faith 
at an "anti-Ahmadiyya" summit in June 2022, denying them the right to live in The Gambia. Both the Ahmadiyya 
faith community and a leading Gambian human rights activist have called on the government to prosecute the 
responsible imams, including their radical followers, for inciting violence, agitation, and unrest. While state or state-
sanctioned reprisals against Ahmadiyya Muslims have not come to be known since the change of government, 
tensions have been reported for years between the Sunni Muslim majority faith community and the Ahmadiyya 
minority. Media report that the government in its White Paper of 25.05.22 (cf. BN of 30.05.22) pledged, among 
other things, to reform the influential and quasi-governmental Supreme Islamic Council (GSIC) and to prosecute 
individuals, among them former President Yahya Jammeh, who are accused of serious human rights violations 
against members of the Ahmadiyya, the Muslim Ndigal sect and Shia Muslims. In 2015, the GSIC had publicly 
declared the Ahmadiyya non-Muslims and issued a fatwa restricting their religious Islamic participation and 
exercise of rights. 

Georgia 

Rallies for EU accession and demands for Prime Minister Gharibashvili to resign 
After the EU formally granted Ukraine and Moldova the status of candidate countries, tens of thousands of people 
demonstrated in the capital Tbilisi on 20.06. and 24.06.22 for their country's accession to the EU. They demanded 
the resignation of Prime Minister Irakli Gharibashvili, who has not implemented consistently enough the reforms 
required for accession, and the appointment of a new government that would swiftly implement the EU's reform 
recommendations. 

Guinea-Bissau 

Official launch of ECOWAS stabilisation mission 
After the arrival of the units dispatched from other member states of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS/CEDEAO) in the past weeks (cf. BN of 16.05.22), the "Stabilisation Support Mission in Guinea-
Bissau (MASGB)" (as it is called in the communiqué of the ECOWAS summit of 04.06.22) officially started its mission 
with a ceremony on 20.06.22. According to media reports quoting ECOWAS representatives, the duration of the 
mission is initially one year, with the possibility of renewing the mandate. Apparently, the tasks are the same as 
those of the mission called ECOMIB, which had ended only in September 2020 (cf. BN of 07.02.22).  The ECOWAS 
website does not seem to have a description of the current mission or its mandate. The news site Business Review 
Afrika claims to reproduce the text of a government report to the ECOWAS parliament. According to the report, 
the mission’s mandate is, among other things, to support the country’s defence and security forces to ensure the 
security of the President, of appointed officials and the citizens of Guinea Bissau; the core mission of the civilian 
part is to support the local authorities in restoring trust, sustainable peace and in consolidating state authority. Of 
the 631 MASGB members, 140 are police officers and 400 infantry company members; the rest are management 
and medical personnel, and other staff. 

India 

Protests against new military recruitment model 
In recent weeks, young people have been protesting against the new military recruitment model which provides 
for an initial four-year fixed-term contract for new recruits. Officially, the aim is to reduce both the pension burden 
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and the age profile of the defence forces, and to make more money available for modern equipment and weapons 
in the long term. In several Union states, protesters set trains on fire and threw stones at security forces. At least 
one person was killed, and hundreds of protesters were arrested. The high potential for violence has been striking. 

Iran 

Kurdish activist executed 
Foreign media cite Kurdish human rights networks reporting that on 20.06.22, a detained Kurdish activist was 
executed in the central prison of Urumiyeh (West Azerbaijan province). The Kurdish human rights portal Hengaw 
criticised that the minimum standards for a fair trial had not been met at all. According to the portal, the security 
authorities had prevented the case from being referred to the supreme court for review. Originally, the man had 
been charged with enmity against God (moharebeh) due to his membership in a Kurdish opposition party. After 32 
months in detention, he was sentenced to death by the Revolutionary Court in Urumiyeh in February 2022. The 
execution was carried out without his family being notified. 

Teenagers arrested in Shiraz 
Media report that on 23.06.22, ten youths were arrested for disregarding religious rules during a gathering in 
connection with an international skateboarding event in Shiraz (Fars Province). Video footage circulated on social 
media showing several youths gathering on a central boulevard in the city. Among them were girls, most of whom 
were not wearing the obligatory hijab. According to reports, the mayor of Shiraz said that the detainees were 
organisers of the event. Five of them have already been released, the local prosecutor informed. Other people who 
were merely taking part in the event have not been arrested. 

Prison conditions for detained Kurdish women 
Foreign media and human rights organisations criticise the conditions of detention for imprisoned Kurdish women. 
For example, a woman detained since October 2021 was apparently held in prison despite pregnancy and related 
health problems. She was apparently denied the necessary medical care in prison. The court in Mahabad (West 
Azerbaijan province) had also refused to grant her release on bail. Now, only two days after the birth of her child by 
caesarean section, she was transferred back to Urumiyeh Central Prison together with the newborn. Before she 
gave birth, prison officials had tied her to the bed, which led to protests by the medical staff at the hospital. The 
young woman has reportedly been in custody since her arrest without being informed of the reasons for her 
detention. 
There is also a report on the case of a Kurdish civil activist sentenced to five years in prison, who is serving her 
sentence in a reformatory and re-education facility in Sanandaj (Kurdistan province). Apparently, the local 
intelligence agency has instructed the facility staff to deny her the prison leave she requested for medical treatment. 
The young woman had been sentenced to ten years in prison by the Revolutionary Court in Sanandaj in mid-
September 2019 for forming a group with the aim of compromising national security. Later, the prison sentence 
was reduced to five years in an appeal. 

Iraq 

Attack on Turkish military base Zilkan 
On 24.06.22, at least two rockets fell near the Turkish Armed Forces' Zilkan base in Nineveh. There were no 
casualties. The base is a regular target of similar attacks; however, so far no group has claimed responsibility for 
any of the assaults. 

Attacks on the Khor Mor gas field 
From 22.06. to 25.06.22 a total of three rocket attacks were launched on the Khor Mor gas field in the Sulaimaniyya 
region in the Autonomous Region of Kurdistan (KRG). The operating company has suspended work on the 
expansion of the gas field for the time being. No group has claimed responsibility for the attack so far. 
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Repatriations 
On 21.06.22, the administration of the Nineveh region announced that another 150 Iraqi families, a total of about 
600 people, would be repatriated from the al-Hol camp in Syria in the first week of July. They will first be transferred 
to the al-Jada-1 camp, which is intended to allow Iraqis associated with IS to gradually return to civilian life. At the 
same time, it was announced that 89 families would be released from the al-Jada camp. 

Lebanon 

Economic situation 
On 22.06.22, several bakeries, mainly in Sidon, stopped production due to a shortage of flour. In the months before, 
flour had already been rationed and earmarked for the production of bread. In principle, the price of bread is 
controlled by the state and has been increased repeatedly, partly by direct price increases, partly by reducing portion 
sizes. As a result, black market prices for bread have risen sharply, with individual packages being traded at almost 
double the price. On 23.06.22, power shortages caused widespread water supply disruptions in parts of Beirut and 
Mount Lebanon. Experts have been warning for years about the failure of large parts of the water supply 
infrastructure due to lack of maintenance, technical obsolescence, overuse, and regular power cuts. 

LGBTIQ rights 
On 26.06.22, acting interior minister Bassam Mawlawi informed that he had instructed the security forces to 
disperse gatherings of the LGBTIQ community in the future. This followed public pressure from religious 
authorities. In Lebanon, LGBTIQ people are treated with less restraint than in the regional surroundings, but attacks 
by the security forces are not uncommon and the legal assessment of homosexuality in particular is not certain due 
to inconsistent case law and an unclear legal text. The decision has been met with considerable criticism within 
Lebanon. 

Maldives 

Attack on yoga event in Malé 
On 21.06.22, protesters stormed a stadium in the capital Malé where more than 150 people had gathered on the 
occasion of the International Day of Yoga. The event was organised by the Indian embassy in the country and other 
actors. The attackers allegedly waved flags with religious symbols and stated that yoga was against the teachings 
of Islam. Police forces pushed them back with tear gas, pepper spray and other crowd-control weapons. Six people 
were arrested. According to police reports, the objects of the attackers (including flags) could be attributed to the 
opposition Progressive Party of the Maldives (PPM). The party is led by former President Abdulla Yameen, who is 
reportedly leading an "India Out" campaign in the country. Sunni Islam is the state religion in the island nation. 

Mali 

132 civilians massacred 
In a press release issued on 20.06.22, the Bamako government informed that during the night of 18.06.22 to 
19.06.22, a total of 132 civilians were killed by Katiba Macina fighters in the villages of Diallassagou, Dianweli and 
Deguessagou in the Bankass district of central Mali. The al-Qaida-linked Katiba Macina denied this in a press release 
authenticated on 24.06.22 by the American non-governmental organisation SITE, which specialises in monitoring 
radical groups. On 23.06.22, the Malian army stated that following the massacre, airstrikes were carried out against 
Macina-Katiba jihadists; on 24.06.22 the military informed that more than 60 suspected terrorists were killed in the 
operation. After the massacre, the military authorities sent a delegation to the areas concerned. On 21.06.22, 
MINUSMA units (United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Mission for the Stabilisation of Mali) escorted Malian 
military and administrative officials to the villages to assess the extent of the damage and evacuate the wounded. 
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Myanmar 

Security situation 
Between 09.06 and 24.06.22, the Myanmar Army (Tatmadaw) and armed resistance groups (People's Defence 
Forces, PDF) and/or ethnic armies clashed in Chin, Kayah and Shan states and in Magway, Mandalay and Sagaing 
regions. At least 41 civilians, among them four children, and 24 PDF members died in the incidents. In addition, 
around 150 military and police personnel have reportedly been killed in fighting and guerrilla attacks. Junta forces 
again burned down hundreds of homes in Kayah, Magway and Sagaing, as well as a clinic and a Catholic church. 
Resistance fighters carried out attacks on junta facilities and personnel in Naypyidaw, Rakhine, Shan and Yangon, 
killing two administrators. Two PDF members were also killed while carrying out the attacks. As a result of clashes 
with staff in prisons in Kayin and Mandalay, four political prisoners died from torture and shooting on 05.06. and 
06.06.22. 

Former head of government Aung San Suu Kyi sent to prison 
On 22.06.22, the de facto head of government Aung San Suu Kyi, who had been ousted by the military coup on 
01.02.21, was taken to a prison in the capital Naypyidaw. She had been sentenced in May 2022 (cf. BN of 09.05.22). 
Her current prison sentence is eleven years. If also found guilty of the 19 outstanding charges, she could face a total 
prison sentence of up to more than 190 years. Human rights organisations speak of a show trial. Prison visits by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and families of detainees that had been suspended in 2020 due 
to the pandemic, remain banned, according to the Myanmar prison service. 

Nigeria 

Dead in attack on churches in Kaduna State 
On 19.06.22, numerous unidentified gunmen on motorbikes invaded several villages in Kaduna State, as was 
reported by the media citing official information. Apparently, the assailants looted the villages and also attacked 
two churches in Rabu village in Kajuru Local Government Area (LGA). At least three people were killed, and dozens 
were abducted in the incident. Reportedly, large ransom demands were made public shortly afterwards. It was only 
on 05.06.22 that a total of 40 people were killed in an attack on a church in southwestern Ondo state (cf. BN of 
13.06.22). 

Northwest: Abducted wedding guests released  
On 24.06.22, media reported the release of 29 people who were abducted by unknown criminals on 11.06.22 in 
Zamfara State on their way home from a wedding party (cf. BN of 20.06.22). One hostage did not survive the 
captivity. Before the release, a large ransom was apparently paid to the kidnappers. However, the Nigerian 
authorities made no official statements on the case. In north-western states and also in some parts of north-central 
Nigeria, kidnappings of travellers have increased in recent times (cf. BN of 20.09.21, 29.11.21, 04.04.22 and 
23.05.22). 

Southeast: Politician beheaded 
According to police reports of 22.06.22, the decapitated body of businessman and former MP Nelson Achukwu has 
been found in Anambra State. He had been abducted by unidentified individuals barely two weeks earlier. The 
incident is one of several recent gruesome killings in Nigeria's southeast. Also in Anambra state, prominent 
politician Okechukwu Okoye was beheaded as recently as May 2022. At the end of April, the murder of fiancées 
Gloria Matthew and Linus Musa Audu, both members of the Nigerian army, in Imo State had attracted widespread 
media attention. The state authorities have linked acts of violence of this kind to supporters of the independence 
movement Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) or to members of its armed wing Eastern Security Network (ESN). 
IPOB and ESN have repeatedly denied any responsibility for these crimes. 
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Pakistan 

Members of a youth organisation killed in North Waziristan 
Last week, four young men were shot dead near Haidar Khel in North Waziristan, along the Afghan border. No one 
has claimed responsibility for the crime. The victims were members of the local organisation Youth of Waziristan 
(YOW), which accuses Pakistani security forces and armed groups operating in the area of human rights violations. 
In August 2021, their former leader, Noor Islam Dawar, who was also active for the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement 
(PTM), had also killed by unidentified individuals. 

Palestinian Autonomous Territories / Israel 

West Bank: Palestinian stabbed by settler, minor shot dead by military 
Media report that on 21.06.22 a Jewish settler killed a Palestinian when he and several other Palestinians tried to 
expel a group of residents of a Jewish settlement from their land near the settlement of Ariel in the north of the 
West Bank. The following day, Israeli authorities arrested a person suspected of the crime.  
Both Palestinian and Israeli authorities have informed that a Palestinian minor was shot dead by the Israeli military 
near the city of Ramallah on 25.06.22. According to the military, several people were shot at who were throwing 
stones on a main road despite warnings to refrain from this conduct. 

Gaza Strip: Hamas forcibly clears and destroys houses 
Media report that on 09.06.22 Hamas security forces evicted houses in the Bedouin village of Umm al-Nasr in the 
north of the Gaza Strip and then demolished the houses. The reason given for the evictions was that the residents 
were living in self-built homes on land that they did not own. The Hamas authorities were accused of acting without 
warning and using excessive force. Several people were arrested and at least seven more were wounded. A news 
portal with a seat in the UK, which is focusing mainly on the Arabic-speaking world has reported the displacement 
of a total of 40 families. 

Senegal 

Opposition members in custody, call for further demonstrations 
The Senegalese judiciary has detained two opposition MPs and nine other people for violating the ban on 
demonstrations in Dakar on 17.06.22. The call for the protest march was made by the opposition coalition Yewwi 
Askan Wi (YAW), whose list for the parliamentary elections scheduled for 31.07.22 was declared invalid. The Dakar 
court adjourned the trial of MPs Déthié Fall and Mame Diarra Fame and nine other defendants until 27.06.22. The 
judge said he intended to merge their files on that day with those of 75 other people tried in connection with the 
banned demonstration of 17.06.22. Tensions have been rising in Senegal since the constitutional council confirmed 
the invalidation of the YAW coalition’s national list on 03.06.22. With this decision, Ousmane Sonko, who had come 
third in the 2019 presidential elections and is the declared candidate for the 2024 presidential elections, and other 
opposition politicians are excluded from running as candidates in the elections. The opposition demands the 
reinstatement of the list and threatens to prevent the elections from taking place. 
Already on 20.06.22, Ousmane Sonko called on the population to hold another demonstration on 29.06.22 as well 
as daily "pot concerts" from 22.06.22 at 8 pm each day, as a form of popular protest. At Cheikh Anta Diop University, 
in the city centre and in several residential areas of Dakar, residents of all ages then took to the streets or to their 
balconies at 8pm sharp on 22.06.22, banging on kitchen utensils to "send a message of discontent to Macky Sall", 
AFP journalists noted. 

South Sudan 

Several teachers in Lakes State arrested 
Media report that on 20.06.22 at least 12 teachers in Lakes State were imprisoned when they refused what they 
considered to be insufficient salary payments by the authorities. Apparently, the salary payments made by Lakes 
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State were more than 50 percent less than the salary increase promised by the national education ministry. In 
addition, the salaries were reportedly paid only very irregularly or not at all in the past.  
On 22.06.22, a total of 21 teachers went to the Lakes State government office to inquire about the whereabouts of 
the 12 arrested teachers and to place emphasis on their salary demands. Before being able to enter the 
administration building, they were reportedly stopped and arrested by security forces. According to a local NGO, a 
total of 39 teachers have been detained in the meantime. 
Further reports say that on 24.06.22, a total of 33 teachers were released from detention. However, at least five are 
still held in prison. The education minister has stated that a committee was in charge of processing the salary 
increase for teachers. 

Tense security situation 
Eyewitnesses have reported that last weekend, farmers from Ruweng Local Government Area, supported by army 
units (SSPDF) followed the tracks of cattle rustlers to neighbouring Unity State after cattle had been stolen from 
them on 10.06.22. After the SSPDF forces retreated to their barracks on their way back, the farmers were attacked, 
and 11 people were killed in the incident. Subsequently, the government has redeployed forces to the region. The 
situation remains unclear. 
After nine people were killed in an attack in Lokiliri village, Juba County, on 24.06.22, the Central Equatoria State 
government deployed security forces to calm the situation. Official sources say that on 24.06.22, armed herdsmen 
from Magiri region moved to Lokiliri and burnt houses, stole cattle, and abducted three children. 

Sri Lanka 

Cabinet approves constitutional amendment 
On 21.06.22, a parliamentary spokesperson announced the supreme court's decision on a proposed constitutional 
amendment tabled by the opposition party Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) to curtail presidential powers - a 
fundamental demand of the protest movement in the country. According to the proposal, such an amendment 
would require a two-thirds majority in parliament and approval in a referendum. A day earlier, the cabinet approved 
a weakened form of the amendment, under which the president would retain significant powers. The proposal will 
now be submitted to parliament. 

Prime Minister states that economy has collapsed  
On 22.06.22, Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe told Sri Lanka’s parliament that the country’s economy has 
completely collapsed. The country is facing the worst economic crisis since independence after foreign exchange 
reserves have fallen to a record low and basic imported goods such as food, medicines and fuel are in short supply 
throughout the country. At petrol stations, people wait for hours or even days for fuel, and there are repeated 
clashes with security forces. Protests are continuing against the government of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, 
especially in Colombo. A few days ago, the UN warned of a humanitarian crisis. According to official figures, around 
five million people might be affected by food shortages in the coming months. Representatives of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) are currently in the country to discuss a rescue package. 

Sudan 

Ongoing demonstrations and strikes 
Between 20.06. and 22.06.22, new protests were staged against the military transitional government in Khartoum, 
Omdurman, Wadi Madani, and other cities. The Central Committee of Sudanese Doctors confirmed that 13 people 
were injured during the demonstrations on 21.06.22. The organisers of the protests are promoting nationwide 
coordinated and large-scale demonstrations under the slogan "marches of the millions" for 30.06.22. 
On 25.06.22, hundreds of women demonstrated in Omdurman against the interim military government, demanding 
an end to violence against protesting civilians and calling for participation in the protests planned for 30.06.22. The 
rally was organised by several groups such as Kandakat (Nubian Queens) or Mothers of Martyrs. Women's 
organisations had played a leading role in the 2019 demonstrations.  
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For five days now, the Kamelab Tribes Youth Assembly has been barricading the livestock port in the town of 
Heidoub, Red Sea state (also: Al Bahr al-Ahmar). Their protest was triggered by the implementation of various 
economic projects such as the construction of a motorway or the establishment of several shrimp farms, without 
taking into account social projects or projects for civil infrastructure, in the view of the youth organisation. The 
youth assembly demanded, among other things, the introduction of electricity for the population, the maintenance 
of the water stations and the refurbishment of existing health centres.  
Recent weeks have seen repeated strikes and protests in some states due to the lack of salary adjustments and also 
as an expression against violence and racism. In West Kordofan, medical staff from the ministry of health and social 
development went on a four-day strike on 22.06.22 to demand a restructuring and salary adjustment that the 
government had promised but not yet implemented. Also, employees of the ministry of infrastructure and urban 
development went on a three-day strike on 21.06.22 to demand the promised salary adjustments. Likewise, 
teachers have been fighting for several months for an already promised salary adjustment and the settlement of 
salary demands, some of which go back to 2020. The committee of teachers in Sudan also announced to participate 
in the protests planned for 30.06.22. 

Security situation in Darfur remains tense 
The security situation in Darfur remains tense. Following the fighting between 06.06. and 11.06.22 in West Darfur 
(cf. BN of 20.06.22), there were also reports of incidents, some of them fatal, in North and South Darfur. On 
19.06.22, a farmer was shot dead in his house in Abu Sikenkeina, South Darfur. The attackers reportedly also stole 
a horse and a mobile phone. On 20.06.22, two men attacked a trader in Saraf Omra, North Darfur, shortly before 
the opening of the local market, after he refused to give them free food. The man suffered a gunshot wound to the 
leg and other injuries. At the same time, 60 cows were stolen from another village in the same region. 

Humanitarian situation is rapidly deteriorating 
Reports say that in the past three months, 80 people starved to death in West Darfur’s Foro Baranga IDP camp. 
National and international relief organisations have faced ongoing challenges accessing and distributing food in the 
camp. Moreover, there is not enough food to feed all the people. According to the head of the camp, people have 
died due to the lack of food and medicine. Of the 17,000 people living there most recently, 12,564 are still staying 
in the camp; approximately 4,500 people have made their way to Chad due to the poor supply situation. 

Syria 

UNHCR: Approx. 800 Syrians in Turkey return home every week 
A representative of the UN Refugee Agency told an international news agency on 21.06.22 that about 800 Syrian 
refugees leave Turkey every week, although conditions are not suitable for a large number of voluntary returnees. 
The current returnees, mostly singles, were heading for the areas of northern Syria under Turkish occupation. The 
UNHCR official added that most Syrians in Turkey had no plans to return to Syria in the foreseeable future. Turkey 
is currently hosting about 3.7 million Syrian refugees. 

Raqqa: 13 killed in IS attack on transport bus 
IS claimed responsibility on 21.06.22 for an attack during the previous day on a civilian bus on its way to Homs, in 
which 13 people were reportedly killed and three others injured. The attackers allegedly operated with rapid-fire 
rifles. According to a statement by the Syrian army, eleven of those killed were soldiers. 

Hamas resumes relations with Syria 
Two representatives of the radical Islamic Palestinian movement have confirmed to an international news agency 
that Hamas had resumed relations with Syria after breaking with President Assad during the violent crackdown on 
protests in Syria. 

Damascus International Airport back in operation 
After a complete suspension of air traffic following an Israeli air strike on 10.06.22 (cf. BN of 13.06.22), air traffic to 
and from Damascus was reopened on 23.06.22. 
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Turkey 

Parliamentary immunity of nine MPs lifted 
On 21.06.22, presidential motions were submitted to the presidium of the Grand National Assembly to lift the 
parliamentary immunity of nine MPs, among them eight HDP MPs and one independent MP. The HDP MPs are 
Dilşat Canbaz Kaya, Remziye Tosun, Dersim Dağ, Ayşe Fahrer, Ayşe Acar Başaran, Şevin Coşkun, Nuran İmir and 
Gülüştan Kılıç Koçyiğit; the independent MP is Mensur Işık. 

Human rights defenders arrested 
On 25.06.22, riot police in Istanbul broke up a vigil of human rights defenders demonstrating for victims of enforced 
disappearances in Turkey during the 1980s and 1990s, and temporarily detained several people. Among those 
detained were the president of the Human Rights Association, Öztürk Türkdoğan, human rights lawyer Eren Keskin 
and members of the "Saturday Mothers", a group of victims' relatives who are calling for the circumstances of the 
disappearances to be clarified and for the perpetrators to be properly prosecuted. The vigil was held for the 900th 
time at Galatasaray Square in Istanbul. 

Arrests at Pride Parade 
On 26.06.22, up to 200 participants of the Istanbul Pride parade were arrested, among them journalists. As in 
previous years, the authorities had banned the parade in advance and had police block Taksim Square. Emergency 
forces blocked several streets in the nearby Cihangir neighbourhood. Public transport in the area was also shut 
down. Nevertheless, several hundred people gathered around Cihangir and Taksim Square. According to media 
reports, several people had already been arbitrarily arrested in bars in the area before the parade began. The 
authorities in the Beyoglu district had already banned all further events of the "Pride Week" from 20.06. to 26.06.22 
on the grounds that they might lead to public unrest due to the sensitivity of society. 

Ukraine 

Development of the situation 
In the past few days, Russian armed forces have increasingly attacked areas far away from the war frontline. In the 
western and central Ukrainian regions of Zhytomyr, Lviv, Khmelnitsky, Rivne and Cherkassy, the local authorities 
reported explosions and missile strikes on 25.06. and 26.06.22. An air strike on a residential area in the port city of 
Odessa on 27.06.22 injured six civilians, according to Ukrainian sources; one death and six injured people were 
reported from the capital Kyiv on 26.06.22 after missile strikes on residential buildings. After the capture of the 
long-contested city of Severodonetsk in eastern Ukraine, Russian advances are now reportedly focused on the 
neighbouring city of Lysychansk. The Ukrainian military administration of the Luhansk region has stated that Russia 
is trying to blockade the city from the south and that civilian infrastructure has been badly damaged. Up to and 
including 24.06.22, a total of 4,677 civilians killed and 5,829 injured have been documented in connection with the 
war, according to UN figures. President Zelensky has called on the population of neighbouring Belarus not to allow 
themselves to be drawn into the war. According to information from the Ukrainian general staff, there is ongoing 
military cooperation between Belarus and Russia, for example through Belarusian ammunition deliveries to the 
Russian side. 

Vietnam 

Prison sentence for former police officer 
On 22.06.22 a former police officer was sentenced to three years imprisonment by a court in Binh Thuan province 
under Article 331 of the Criminal Code (abuse of democratic freedoms). In videos published on Facebook, the 
convicted man had accused a former superior of corruption. After his subsequent dismissal in July 2020, he is also 
alleged to have used social media to criticise corruption and misconduct by security authorities, especially in the 
traffic police and the penal system. Already in January 2022, he received a two-year prison sentence for resisting 
state officials. He had been arrested in April 2021. 
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Yemen 

Suspected al-Qaida attacks 
At least three coalition soldiers were killed in an attack on an anti-Houthi coalition convoy in Abyan governorate 
on 22.06.22. In another attack on the same day on a checkpoint in Shabwa governorate, another five coalition 
soldiers were killed. So far, no group has claimed responsibility for the attacks, but Yemeni authorities suspect al-
Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) to be behind the attacks. 
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