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Afghanistan 

Security situation: Taliban internal fighting, attacks, Hazara resistance 
According to the news portal Hasht-e Subh, shots were fired at the presidential palace in the capital Kabul when 
opposing Taliban groups clashed on 07.07.22. On the same day, Tajik and Pashtun Taliban exchanged fire in Badghis 
province, causing about 30 casualties on both sides. On 04.07.22, a hand grenade attack on a minibus of the 
Taliban's 207 Al-Farooq Corps injured 12 people in Herat province. On 02.07.22, a grenade exploded in an Islamic 
seminary in Nangarhar province, injuring at least eight people. No one claimed responsibility for the attacks. The 
conflict between the Taliban and renegade Hazara commander Mehdi in Sar-e Pul province continues (cf. BN of 
04.07.22). The situation is said to be tense, the Taliban have gathered about 8,000 fighters to bring the Balkhab 
district back under control. Access roads have been closed and telephone and internet lines have been cut. 
According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), as of 07.07.22 the 
fighting had displaced approximately 27,000 people in Balkhab district. 

Governance 
In a speech at a clerics' meeting in Kabul on 01.07.22 the Emir of the Taliban, Hibatullah Akhunzada, made it clear 
that the Afghan people will never again follow the dictate of infidel foreigners. Even if they were to attack 
Afghanistan with nuclear weapons. Afghanistan is now a free and independent country, he said. He accused foreign 
powers of instigating domestic sedition against the emirate. As a result of the clerics' meeting, the Taliban declared 
the Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP) a corrupt sect on 03.07.22 and banned the Afghan population from 
any contact with it. 

Persecution situation: attacks against civilians, suicides 
Human Rights Watch reported on 07.07.22 that since August 2021 the Taliban have killed about 100 civilians 
accused of supporting the ISKP in Nangarhar and Kunar provinces. The head of the Afghan Chishti Sufi order, 
Khwaja Syed Zarif Chishti, was killed in India on 06.07.22. One perpetrator has been arrested. At the same time, 
philosopher Anwar Haq Jabarkhil was killed by unknown persons in Kabul. Suicides among young people (especially 
girls and women) are on the rise in Afghanistan. A 16-year-old boy hanged himself in Kapisa province on 06.07.22, 
a 13-year-old girl hanged herself in Badakshan. Aleady on 29.06.22, a 14-year-old girl had shot herself in Takhar 
province. 

Angola 

Death of long-term president dos Santos: Election campaign interrupted 
José Eduardo dos Santos, President of the Republic from 1979 to 2017, died in a hospital in Barcelona on 08.07.22. 
Dos Santos' name stands for the fight for independence from Portugal, for the 2002 settlement of the civil war that 
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had been ongoing since independence in 1975, but also for extraordinary corruption in favour of his family. He did 
not run again in the 2017 elections; his fellow party member of the Movimento Popular de Libertação de Angola 
(MPLA) and former Defence Minister João Lourenço became President of the Republic. On 24.08.22 Lourenço will 
stand for re-election in the parliamentary elections. According to Angola's current constitution, the persons listed 
first and second by the winning party will become president and vice-president. Over the weekend, all political 
rallies were reportedly cancelled. The former MPLA's civil war opponent and largest opposition party União 
Nacional para a Independência Total de Angola (UNITA) also cancelled a rally in Luanda on 09.07.22 with respect 
to dos Santos' death. 

Burkina Faso 

Convicted ex-President Compaoré visits Burkina Faso 
On 07.07.22, Blaise Compaoré, former President of Burkina Faso, who is now living in exile in Ivory Coast, travelled 
to Burkina Faso for a meeting of the country's five former heads of state that are still alive, with interim President 
Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba. The meeting, which was attended only by Jean-Baptiste Ouédraogo next to Damiba 
and Compaoré, took place on 08.07.22. The three other ex-presidents Isaac Zida, Michel Kafando and Roch Marc 
Christian Kaboré, who was ousted in January 2022, did not accept the invitation. The subject of the meeting was 
the pooling of societal forces to fight jihadist groups. At the end of the meeting, the participants called for "social 
cohesion in the face of the difficult situation". 
In April 2022, a military court in Ouagadougou had sentenced Compaoré in absentia to life imprisonment for 
attacking state security and involvement in the assassination of his predecessor in office, Thomas Sankara. The 
assassination took place during the military coup in 1987 after which Compaoré seized power. A protest movement 
supported by large parts of the population pushed him to resign in 2014 after he had sought another term as 
president. Compaoré went into exile in Ivory Coast and obtained its citizenship. 
Lawyers for Sankara's family now demanded Compaoré's arrest, but he returned to Ivory Coast on 09.07.22 
unmolested. 

Casualties in attacks 
Two separate attacks on the night of 04.07.22 in Bourasso (Boucle du Mouhoun region) and on 02.07.22 in 
Namissiguima (Northern region) killed up to 34 people, including several attackers, according to different sources. 

Colombia 

Petro advocates peace talks with ELN guerrilla group 
On 05.07.22, President-elect Gustavo Petro spoke out in favour of resuming peace talks with the National 
Liberation Army (ELN) and proposed a bilateral ceasefire. At the beginning of his term in August 2022, Petro wants 
to ask for renewed support from the countries that already participated in the negotiations in Havana, which began 
in 2016. Incumbent President Iván Duque ended the peace negotiations initiated by his predecessor after the ELN 
attacked the police academy in Bogota in 2019, killing 22 people. The ELN guerrillas had already declared their 
willingness to resume peace talks after Petro's victory and called on the future government to implement reforms 
in the agricultural sector and in the fight against drug trafficking. According to estimates by the Colombian military, 
the ELN currently has about 2,500 members and a large support network, mainly on the border with Venezuela and 
along the Pacific coast. 

DR Congo 

The problem of torture practices continues after the change of power  
Referring to a preliminary report by several NGOs, the Congolese news website La Prospérité reported on 07.07.22 
that torture, including such resulting in death, continues to be used even after the change of the country's 
leadership. Since those affected do not always openly denounce torture, a certain number of unreported cases can 
be assumed. The NGOs complain above all about a "resurgence" of the use of torture by the national security 
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services, especially by the domestic intelligence service (ANR). The ANR, which served as an instrument of 
repression and suppression under former President Joseph Kabila, continues to be criticised for maintaining 
practices that violate the constitution and human rights, despite the reform efforts of President Félix Tshisekedi 
(cf. BN of 25.04.22 and 21.03.22). The NGO Réseau pour les droits de l'homme (REDHO) reported that in the first 
half of 2022, three cases of torture resulting in death were documented in the Lubero territory of North Kivu 
province alone, where a state of emergency is still declared. While two cases were committed in a detention centre 
run by the Congolese Armed Forces (FARDC), one case was attributed to the ANR. In these cases, some suspects 
were arrested. 

Fight against early marriages 
According to consistent media reports, the Congolese government condemned early marriages at a meeting of the 
Council of Ministers on 01.07.22, according to the government, these occur mainly in rural regions. Since an 
amendment of the family law of 15.07.16 set the age limit for marriage at 18 years, early marriages of young girls 
have increased, among other things to pay off their parents' debts. Various ministries had been tasked to take 
appropriate measures to combat and stop early marriages, including enforcing laws prohibiting early marriage 
nationwide and conducting awareness campaigns in rural areas. According to the Minister of Communications and 
Media, Patrick Muyaya, early marriages are based, among other things, on a traditional understanding of women's 
roles, which is limited to household chores and procreation. 

UN fears further worsening of food situation, M23 rebels reject de-escalation agreement 
Citing UN figures, media report that food insecurity continues for over 27 million people in the DRC. Due to the 
ongoing armed fighting between the rebel group Mouvement 23 (M23) and the FARDC in parts of North Kivu, 
which has already displaced an estimated 170,000 people (cf. BN of 04.07.22), the UN assumes that the already 
precarious food situation in the country could continue to deteriorate. In the meantime, the M23 rejected the de-
escalation agreement between DR Congo and Rwanda, which was concluded under Angolan mediation on 06.07.22, 
on the grounds that the Congolese government could only negotiate a ceasefire with the M23 itself as a Congolese 
group. The agreement provides, among other things, for the immediate cessation of hostilities and the immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal of M23 rebels from DR Congo, in addition to the normalisation of relations between 
the two countries. There are reports of new clashes between the M23 and the FARDC in the territory of Rutshuru 
(North Kivu). 

El Salvador 

Conviction after death of a newborn 
On 29.06.22, a 21-year-old woman was sentenced to 50 years in prison for "the crime of aggravated homicide" of 
her newborn child. According to the prosecution, the woman allegedly gave birth at home to a girl in the fifth month 
of pregnancy, the baby died a few hours after its birth. While the woman claimed to have suffered a miscarriage, 
the court imposed the maximum sentence for the first time. Morena Herrera, President of the Citizens' Initiative 
for the Decriminalisation of Abortion in El Salvador (Agrupación Ciudadana por la Despenalización del Aborto) 
condemned the court decision and stated that she will continue to work to ensure that women who are in a health 
emergency during pregnancy are not criminalised. 

Ethiopia / Sudan 

Dozens killed in massacre in Ethiopia 
According to eyewitnesses, dozens of civilians, mostly women and children, were killed in an attack by an armed 
militia in the West Welega Zone in Oromia Regional State on 04.07.22. Prime Minister Abiy confirmed the attack 
but did not give casualty figures. The victims were mainly from the Amhara ethnic group. Abiy spoke of a massacre 
and accused the Oromo Liberation Front (OLA-Shane). Only a fortnight ago, a similar incident had occurred in the 
same region in which more than 300 people lost their lives. The authorities held the OLA responsible for that 
incident as well (cf. BN of 20.06.22), accusations the OLA denies. 
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Talks to resolve the border dispute with Sudan 
On 05.07.22, Prime Minister Abiy and Sudan's military leader, General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, met and declared 
their intention to settle the border dispute over the Al-Fashaga region through dialogue. Recently, the two armies 
and militia groups clashed repeatedly causing deaths on both sides (cf. BN of 04.07.22). 

The Gambia 

Early marriages, progress in girls' and women's education 
According to Ndeye Rose, representative of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), 20% of girls and young women aged 
15-19 are currently married, compared to less than 1% of boys and young men in the same age group. Early 
marriages, early pregnancies and limited access to information and care on aspects of preventive, reproductive and 
sexual health limit the development opportunities of girls and women in The Gambia, she said. 
As far as gender inequalities in education are concerned, considerable progress has been made, at least in the area 
of primary education, she said. While 99 % of girls would complete primary school compared to 90.4 % of boys, less 
than half of girls (around 48.2 %) would receive secondary education, she reported. According to Rose, women 
represent an estimated 42 % of all potential graduates at The Gambia's main university in 2022. 

New arrests in land dispute case with government, authorities disregard high court ruling 
According to media reports, Nenneh F. Gomez, the political activist and country representative of the NGO Global 
Hearts of Medical Mission (Global HOMM), and another member of the same organisation were arrested and 
temporarily detained by police forces for the third time while trying to enter a plot of land owned by the 
organisation (cf. BN of 29.11.21) on 05.07.22. The Gambian state continues to claim the land, notably by ignoring a 
high court ruling in favour of Global HOMM. Gomez, who was released on bail the same day and has successfully 
sued the Gambian state for damages for unlawful arrest and detention in the past, is calling on the government to 
respect the rule of law and constitutionally guaranteed rights of liberty and property. According to the Gambia 
Press Union (GPU) press statement of 07.07.22, journalist Yusef Taylor, who has consistently reported critically on 
the land dispute between the government and Global HOMM, was arrested on 05.07.22 while trying to obtain 
information on the recent arrests. He was then briefly detained and charged with "obstructing police work". GPU 
demanded, among other things, an end to attacks on media representatives by security and especially by police 
forces. 

Guinea 

Interim arrest of FNDC members, protests 
As reported by the media, three prominent figures of the civil society- political party alliance Front national pour la 
défense de la Constitution (FNDC) were arrested at a press conference on 05.07.22. Allegedly, the reason for the 
arrests was the computer-assisted creation and dissemination of remarks insulting the transitional parliament. 
Force was used in the arrests of Mamadou Billo Bah, the rapper Alpha Midiaou Bah, known as Djanii Alfa, and FNDC 
coordinator Oumar Sylla (known as Foniké Mengué). Subsequently, violent protests erupted in the capital Conakry, 
injuring 17 police officers. Tense calm prevailed throughout 07.07.22 before protests resumed in the evening.  
On 07.07.22, the three arrested persons were charged with contempt of court and public insult. They had first 
criticised the President of the Transitional Parliament and then the subsequent threat of punishment by the 
Attorney General of the Conakry Court of Appeal, Alphonse Charles Wright. This was preceded by a protest 
announced by the FNDC for 23.06.22, despite the ban on demonstrations (cf. BN of 16.05.22), which the FNDC then 
cancelled at short notice in order to accept the invitation to dialogue by the transitional authorities. However, the 
following meeting was considered a "parody" by the FNDC.  
On 08.07.22, a court acquitted the three defendants. The courtroom was packed, and after their release they were 
reportedly greeted with ovations in various neighbourhoods of Conakry. 
On the same evening, Wright was appointed as the new Minister of Justice by junta leader and interim President 
Mamady Doumbouya. He replaces Moriba Alain Koné, who had only been in office since 03.01.22.  
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India 

Resignation of the BJP's last Muslim MP 
On 06.07.22, the Minister for Minority Affairs, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, resigned one day before the end of his term. 
Naqvi was the only Muslim minister and also the only remaining Muslim parliamentarian of the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). With his resignation, for the first time in history, a ruling party in India has no Muslim 
MP at the Union level. There is speculation in the media that the BJP may consider Naqvi for the post of India's 
vice-president in view of the worldwide outrage over the controversial Islamophobic remarks (cf. BN of 13.06.22). 
Elections for this post are to be held on 06.08.22. The term of the current Vice President Venkaiah Naidu will end 
on 10.08.22. In June 2022, the BJP had nominated Draupadi Murmu to succeed him. She would be India's first 
indigenous and second female vice-president. 

Iran 

Guardians of public morals step up presence in Iranian cities 
 In a meeting with the High Council for Cultural Revolution on 05.07.22, President Ebrahim Raisi, committed the 
secretariat of this body to make maximum efforts in cooperating with other institutions to enforce the Hijab and 
Morality Law (enacted in 2005). The aim is to stop the "organised moral depravity in Islamic society". Immediately 
prior to this, the revolutionary leader had already issued a decree instructing those in charge of the judiciary to 
enforce the law of the Amr be maruf (enjoining what is proper and forbidding what is reprehensible). The first 
measures are now being taken in Mashhad (eastern Iran) where 108 teams of guardians of public morals, each 
consisting of three people, are now present in public spaces. According to the foreign media, these teams are to 
prevent women with badly or loosely fitting hijabs from using the metro. The public moral guardian teams have 
reportedly been spotted also in hospitals, where they are to enforce gender segregation and dress codes. A 
representative of the local prosecutor's office announced that officials who violate their official duties in relation 
to the Amr be maruf would face criminal consequences. In addition, the public prosecutor's office wants women 
who violate the hijab requirement to be denied services by public administration and banks in the city in the future. 
Already in the past weeks, foreign media reported the increased presence of the guardians of public morals and 
their measures in numerous cities. In the port city of Bushehr, strict gender segregation will be enforced in the 
administration with immediate effect. Civil servants who do not comply with the rules are threatened with 
dismissal. In the province of Fars, civil servants face suspension with cancellation of their salaries. 
 
Iranian film directors arrested 
According to media reports, the two well-known directors Muhammad Rasulov and Mustafa Al-e Ahmad were 
arrested on 08.07.22. The reason given was that the filmmakers had signed a statement calling on the security forces 
to lay down their weapons against protests in connection with the collapse of a high-rise building in the city of 
Abadan at the end of May 2022 (cf. BN of 30.05.22). 

 Iraq 

Preparation of a ban of homosexuality 
On 08.07.22 it was announced that a committee of the Iraqi parliament is preparing a law to ban homosexuality in 
Iraq. Since 2003, homosexuality has no longer been explicitly prohibited, but in legal practice a number of other 
laws are regularly applied against homosexuals. Large parts of Iraqi society reject homosexuality, known 
homosexuals and LGBTIQ activists are regularly victims of threats and attacks, even murders, by non-state actors, 
which are very rarely solved or punished. 
 
Turkish drone attack on PKK camp in Makhmour 
On 05.07.22, the Turkish army flew a drone attack on the Makhmour camp, which is effectively under the PKK’s 
control. According to the PKK, only one building was damaged; security circles in Kurdistan stated that it was a 
PKK office, and no personal injuries were reported. 
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Lebanon 

Economic situation 
According to estimates by the International Labour Organisation (ILO), almost all public employees are now on full 
or temporary strike, mostly in the form of organised strikes, because state wages no longer cover the cost of living 
due to inflation. Most recently, air traffic controllers announced that they would no longer allow night operations 
at Beirut airport from August 2022, further hitting Lebanon during the tourist season. The strikes continue to 
significantly reduce access to public services. 

Montenegro 

Government vote for agreement in principle with SPC 
According to media reports, on 08.07.22, the incumbent minority government voted in favour of the controversial 
agreement in principle with the Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC), although the smaller government parties had 
threatened a vote of no confidence. Prime Minister Dritan Abazović had declared that signing the agreement with 
the church would help to reduce tensions in the country, the reports said. The agreement had been supported by 
13 ministers of the Black-White Coalition, the pro-Serbian Socialist People's Party and the Albanian parties, while 
five ministers of the Democratic Socialist Party, the Bosniak Party and the Croat Civic Initiative had opposed it, 
reports said. Three ministers were absent from the vote. The agreement will be submitted to parliament for a vote 
in the coming weeks. While some NGOs called on the government to open a dialogue on the agreement before the 
vote in parliament, members of so-called patriotic organisations launched protests in Podgorica demanding the 
removal of the government. 

Myanmar 

Security situation 
Between 24.06.22 and 07.07.22, clashes occurred between the Myanmar Army (Tatmadaw) and armed resistance 
groups (People's Defence Forces, PDF) or ethnic armies in Chin, Mon, Shan, Karen and Kayah states and Magway, 
Tanintharyi, Mandalay and Sagaing regions. Furthermore, junta forces raided several villages. At least 17 civilians, 
including a child, and 45 members of the resistance groups were killed. In addition, around 116 military and police 
personnel and members of militias loyal to the junta are reported to have been killed in fighting and guerrilla 
attacks. Fighting and air strikes by the junta in the Bago region forced some 40,000 civilians to flee from 26 villages. 
During fighting over a strategic military post near the Thai border (Karen State), at least one Myanmar military jet 
briefly entered Thai airspace on 30.06.22 after bombing positions of the Karen National Union (KNU) armed forces. 
On 06.07.22, authorities in the Indian state of Manipur temporarily closed the border crossing with Myanmar after 
two Indian civilians were shot dead by militias loyal to the junta while visiting acquaintances in the Sagaing region 
and protests erupted on the Indian side of the border. Dozens of arrests have been made in several communities 
following the disappearance of several junta forces in northern Rakhine State since mid-June 2022.  
 
 
Nicaragua 

Removal of five elected opposition mayors 
On 02.07.22 and 04.07.22, the police removed the elected officials from the town halls of Santa María de Pantasma, 
El Cuá, Yalí, Murra and El Almendro, all of them from the opposition party Ciudadanos por la Libertad (CxL), they 
were replaced by Sandinista officials. The CxL party had already been banned by the official electoral authority in 
2021 during the parliamentary elections and thus no longer had legal status, which was the reason given by the 
Institute for Municipal Development (Inifom) for the official removal of the respective persons. 
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Nigeria 

Dozens of Islamists freed from prison in Abuja 
According to consistent media reports, more than 600 inmates, including at least 64 members of the terrorist 
organisation Boko Haram, escaped from a prison near the capital Abuja following an armed attack on the prison on 
05.07.22. According to the Minister of Defence, the attackers were most likely also Boko Haram members. In the 
meantime, the authorities have published a list with the names of some of the escapees. According to some media 
reports, the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) group, which split off from Boko Haram in 2016, claimed 
responsibility for the attack. In 2014, Boko Haram had managed to free hundreds of prisoners in a similar raid on a 
military base in the north-east, the Islamists' main area of operation. Regions far away from the north-east, such as 
that of the capital, have so far been less affected by Islamist violence. 

Further abductions of priests in two states 
Unknown persons kidnapped a Catholic priest in Kaduna State in the night of 04.07.22, according to media reports. 
A Catholic priest of Italian nationality abducted in Edo State on 03.07.22 is said to have regained his freedom after 
a short time. Several similar acts have occurred recently in both states (cf. BN of 04.07.22). At least three people 
were killed and dozens abducted during attacks on two churches in Kaduna state on 19.06.22 (cf. BN v. 27.06.22). 
Nigerian authorities have been criticised for not pursuing and investigating abductions for ransom with sufficient 
vigour. 

Air force accidentally attacks civilians 
A Nigerian military jet accidentally fired a missile at civilians during an operation against armed gangs. This was 
reported by the media on 07.07.22 citing eyewitness accounts. The firing reportedly resulted in one death and more 
than a dozen injured. In recent years, according to media reports, there have been several cases of Nigeria's air force 
unintentionally hitting civilians during operations against members of armed groups. For example, an incident on 
18.02.22 caused a stir when seven children were killed in an air strike in the Niger-Nigerian border area (cf. BN of 
21.02.22). 

North Macedonia 

Violent ethnic clash at protests in Skopje 
According to a recent media report, police arrested a man who had fired a handgun into the air during ethnic clashes 
at a demonstration in Skopje on 06.07.22. According to police, opposing groups of ethnic Macedonian and Albanian 
protesters had clashed. Until the police succeeded in separating them, there had been fights and stone-throwing, 
and several shots had been heard, the report said. The protest march, organised by the opposition party Internal 
Macedonian Revolutionary Organisation - Democratic Party for Macedonian National Unity (VMRO-DPMNE) and 
others, was directed against the adoption of the French compromise proposal, which is supposed to result in 
Bulgaria ending its blocking of the start of EU accession talks. The inter-ethnic incident had triggered a fierce 
dispute between opposition parties and the ruling parties tending to accept the proposal. Interior Minister Damjan 
Spaskovski, as well as the Democratic Union for Integration (DUI), the country's main Albanian party, had called 
for calm and against fomenting inter-ethnic violence. 
 
 
Pakistan 

Attacks on security forces in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
On 05.07.22, two traffic police were shot dead by unknown persons in Dera Ismail Khan district of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province. 
On 04.07.22, a suicide bomber blew himself up near a police convoy in the North Waziristan tribal district. According 
to official reports, at least nine security forces were injured. No one claimed responsibility for this attack either. 
The incidents occurred during the ceasefire agreed between the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the 
Pakistani government in the ongoing peace talks. 
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Palestinian Territories / Israel 

HRW report: Systematic torture in detention under PA and Hamas 
Human Rights Watch (HRW), together with Lawyers for Justice, has reiterated serious allegations against the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) security authorities in the West Bank and Hamas authorities in the Gaza Strip, according 
to a report published by HRW on 30.06.22 and submitted to the UN Committee against Torture. In the report, both 
organisations conclude that the torture of detainees, which has been ongoing and unsanctioned for years, could be 
considered a crime against humanity. The Israeli military, which operates in the West Bank, is also accused of ill-
treatment and the lack of punishment for this in the past decades. 

Journalist killed by Israeli bullet 
On 04.07.22, US authorities announced their findings of a forensic examination of the fatal bullet. Accordingly, the 
Palestinian-American journalist Shirin Abu Akleh (cf. BN 16.05.22 and 13.06.22) was probably killed by shots fired 
by the Israeli military. However, the bullet was too damaged to arrive at definite conclusions. Furthermore, there 
were no indications that it was a targeted killing. 
The bullet was handed over to the US by the Palestinian authorities. The PA refused to cooperate with the Israeli 
authorities on the grounds of lack of confidence. The investigation was now conducted by Israeli experts under 
American supervision.  
Investigations by various media platforms had already supported the statements of several witnesses who accused 
the military of the killing. This was also confirmed by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
which analysed testimonies, images and video footage.  

West Bank: Palestinian killed near Jenin 
According to the Israeli military, a Palestinian was killed during a raid in Jaba, near the town of Jenin in the north of 
the West Bank on 06.07.22. The report said that the military opened fire on persons trying to evade their arrest. 

Russian Federation 

Seven-year prison sentence for criticism of the Ukraine war 
On 08.07.22, a district court in Moscow sentenced a city council member to seven years imprisonment for publicly 
disseminating knowingly false information about the deployment of Russian armed forces (Art. 207.3 of the Russian 
Criminal Code). Alexei Gorinov had spoken out against the organisation of a children's drawing competition in his 
district at a council meeting circulated on YouTube, referring to the deaths of children in Ukraine and using the 
term "war" instead of "special military operation", contrary to official language. According to international 
observers, the decision represents a new quality of repression in that for the first time a prison sentence was 
imposed instead of (only) a fine, invoking the new criminal offence of spreading false information, which was only 
introduced in March 2022 (cf. BN of 07.03.22). 

Somalia 

Targeted explosions kill two people 
A police officer was killed by the detonation of a landmine in Afgooye (Lower Shabelle) when his vehicle drove over 
it on 06.07.22. Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility. 
In a second incident on 06.07.22 in Mogadishu, Hashi Omar was killed by a bomb attached to his vehicle. He became 
famous because he spent 18 years in an Italian prison for the murder of a reporter and a cameraman before he was 
acquitted. So far, no one has taken responsibility. 



9 

Sri Lanka 

Tens of thousands demonstrate in Colombo, President announces resignation 
On 09.07.22, hundreds of Sri Lankans stormed the palace of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa during protests against 
the economic crisis which were joined by tens of thousands in Colombo. Videos were livestreamed on social media 
showing protesters moving through the premises of the residence and jumping into the pool. Security forces initially 
tried to stop the protesters with warning shots, water cannons and tear gas. However, the crowd managed to break 
through the barriers and enter the presidential office, whereupon the security forces withdrew. According to a 
spokesperson, the president had been taken to safety beforehand. Already on the day before, the government had 
imposed an indefinite curfew as many more protests had been announced, but yielding to pressure from various 
civil society groups and Buddhist monks it had been cancelled. The situation in Colombo on 09.07.22 was described 
as chaotic. Although the protests were largely peaceful, there were isolated incidents of violence. According to 
media reports, over 50 people were injured (as of 09.07.22). The island state is currently experiencing its worst 
economic crisis in decades. Protests have been taking place for months, fuel and medicines are in short supply and 
inflation recently rose to 54.6%. The island state is more than 50 billion USD in debt. The demonstrators hold the 
president responsible for the crisis. So far, the government has not been able to present a concept for solving the 
debt crisis. In response to the mass protests, Rajapaksa finally announced his resignation on the evening of 09.07.22, 
effective 13.07.22. Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe also agreed to resign after protesters had set his residence 
on fire. 

Sudan 

Protests continue 
Immediately after the nationwide demonstrations on 30.06.22, during which hundreds were arrested and at least 
40 went missing, protesters increasingly resorted to sit-ins as a form of protest (cf. BN of 04.07.22). Since then, 
more and more sit-ins have been held, especially in Khartoum and Omdurman. The protests continue to be directed 
against the military transition government and its seizure of power in October 2021. The sit-ins are organised by 
local resistance committees and backed by opposition organisations such as the Forces of Freedom and Change 
(FFC) and Emergency Lawyers. On 04.07.22, security forces used tear gas against a sit-in in Khartoum, injuring 
eleven people. According to the Central Committee of Sudanese Doctors, the injured were hit by hard objects such 
as gas cartridges. This operation to dispel the protesters was started immediately after General al-Burhan's speech. 

Prospect for the handover to civilian government  
In a televised address on 04.07.22, General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan announced his intention to support the 
handover of power to a civilian-led government. He further stated that the army would not stand in the way of a 
democratic transition and would support the holding of elections. In return, the military would withdraw from the 
ongoing negotiations within the "Trilateral Mechanism", which was initiated by the African Union (AU), the UN 
mission UNITAMS and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) as a platform for talks on a 
possible transition of government. According to Al-Burhan, the Sovereign Council will be dissolved as soon as a 
civilian government is in office. Furthermore, a high military council consisting of representatives of the Sudanese 
Army (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) is to be formed. This council would have supreme command over 
the armed forces and fulfil its tasks in agreement with the government yet to be formed. However, in its first 
response, the opposition group Forces of Freedom and Change (FFC), rejected the formation of such a council, 
saying that al-Burhan had so far denied reforms in the field of security and the reduction of the role of the military. 
In addition, he had not yet disclosed a timetable for the proposed action, the group said. Even before the televised 
speech was broadcast, 145 people who had been arrested and detained during the demonstrations on 30.06.22 
were released from prison. 
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Syria 

Idlib: Import of international relief supplies terminated  
No extension of the mandate for international aid deliveries across the Turkish-Syrian border could be agreed in a 
vote of the UN Security Council on 08.07.22. The UN mission for a humanitarian aid corridor to northern Syria has 
been in place since 2014 and was restricted already in 2020 when the rights of use of three border crossings for UN 
aid were not extended (cf. BN of 13.01.20). 
The current closure of the Bab al-Hawa border crossing for UN aid means that the last remaining corridor for aid 
across the Turkish-Syrian border is closed. Thirteen Security Council members voted in favour of extending the 
mandate, China abstained and Russia was the only member to vote against. As a state with veto power Russia 
argued that international aid should go exclusively through the state sovereign in Damascus. About four million 
people currently live in and around Idlib in an area that is not under Damascus' control, an estimated 1.7 million of 
them in tents. 
UN representatives describe the aid deliveries to northern Syria as the largest humanitarian aid operation in the 
world. In 2021, about 800 lorries crossed the border at Bab al-Hawa every month. 

Turkey 

Arrest of IS terror suspects 
According to media reports of 04.07.22, at least 19 suspects with links to the IS terrorist group were arrested in 
Istanbul during operations in 20 districts. 

Number of detainees after the coup attempt 
At an event marking the failed 2016 coup on 05.07.22, Turkish Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu said that a total of 
332,884 people had been arrested and detained since then, 101,000 of them on suspicion of links to the Gülen 
movement (FETÖ). 19,252 people were in prison for links to the Gülen movement, he said and added that 
operations against the organisation would continue in the future. 

Ukraine 

Call for evacuation of civilian population, announcement of Ukrainian counter-offensive 
On 08.07.22, in the context the announcement of a counter-offensive by Ukrainian forces in the Russian-occupied 
parts of southern Ukraine, the civilian population in the Kherson and Zaporizhzhya regions was called upon to flee 
their homes immediately. If necessary, they should leave in the direction of the Russian-annexed Crimean 
peninsula. According to information from the Ukrainian Defence Minister on 10.07.22, President Selenskyj had 
ordered the recapture of the coastal areas occupied by Russian forces. The Ukrainian regional military 
administration of the Zaporizhzhya region said that 80% of the civilian population in the contested parts of the 
region had already left their homes; 87 settlements were currently without electricity. Meanwhile, warfare in the 
form of attacks on civilian infrastructure, especially near the military frontline, continue. On 08.07.22, a rocket hit 
a multi-storey residential building killing 18 people in the eastern Ukrainian town of Chasiv Yar, according to media 
reports. Following the incident, President Selenskyj renewed the announcement that members of the Russian 
armed forces would be punished for crimes against civilians. On 07.07.22, several buildings of the Kharkiv 
Pedagogical University were destroyed in missile attacks on the city of Kharkiv, according to Ukrainian sources. 
According to current information from the Ukrainian Ministry of Education, more than 2,100 educational 
institutions had been damaged or destroyed in the course of the war until the beginning of July. According to WHO 
data, 369 cases of attacks on medical facilities have been documented since the beginning of the Russian military 
invasion on 24.02.22. On 11.07.22, the Ukrainian General Staff reported large-scale Russian artillery fire on localities 
in the Donetsk and Kharkiv regions. According to media reports, explosions and fires were reported in the cities of 
Donetsk and Luhansk that are controlled by pro-Russian forces. In response to public criticism, the Ukrainian 
military leadership revoked an order stipulating that conscripts are not allowed to leave their places of residence 
without permission from the local military authorities, on 06.07.22 - only one day after it was issued. According to 
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the Ukrainian Ministry of the Interior, more than three million conscripts are currently registered at registration 
and conscription offices outside their places of residence. In Ukraine, martial law and general mobilisation are 
currently in force until the end of August 2022; men between the ages of 18 and 60 are subject to a general ban on 
leaving the country. 

Uzbekistan 

Unrest in Karakalpakstan 
On 01.07.22 and 02.07.22, mass protests in the regional capital Nukus and in other cities of the autonomous republic 
of Karakalpakstan in north-western Uzbekistan led to violent clashes between protesters and security forces. The 
largest protests in years were triggered by planned constitutional amendments that include further restrictions on 
the region's autonomy status, including the removal of Karakalpakstan's symbolically significant right to declare 
itself independent from Uzbekistan. According to press reports, police and the National Guard used water cannons, 
tear gas and rubber bullets against the protesters. There are also reports of street fighting and excessive police 
violence. While officials put the number of people killed at 18 and the number of injured at 243, international 
observers assume a much higher number of victims. According to government sources, more than 500 people were 
temporarily arrested in connection with the protests and in some cases sentenced to 15-day administrative 
detention. According to the NGO International Partnership for Human Rights, 14 cases have been investigated for 
incitement to subvert the constitutional order. If convicted, they face a prison sentence of up to 20 years. 
In response to the unrest, President Mirziyoyev imposed a state of emergency on the region until 02.08.22, including 
evening curfews and restrictions on entry and exit. At the same time, the planned changes to the status of the region 
were withdrawn. 

Venezuela 

Indigenous and environmental rights activist killed 
According to the NGO Orpia, the indigenous leader and environmental activist Virgilio Trujillo Arana was killed in 
Puerto Ayacucho in the state of Amazonas on 30.06.22. As a member of NGOs and a territorial indigenous watchdog 
group of the Uwottuja people, he was campaigning against illegal mining and illegitimate activities of criminal gangs 
on indigenous territory. According to media reports, he had previously received threats because of his work. 
According to initial information from the Cicpc investigation unit, the activist was shot at from a moving car, and 
there is initial suspicion that the perpetrators are related to the illegal mining sector or paramilitary groups linked 
to drug trafficking. 

Seven arrests of trade unionists, human rights activists, and opposition members 
On 07.07.22, trade unionist and human rights activist Gabriel Blanco was arrested in Caracas for allegedly violating 
the Law against Organised Crime and Financing of Terrorism (Ley Contra la Delincuencia Organizada y 
Financiamiento al Terrorismo). According to the NGO Provea, there had already been a total of six other selective, 
arbitrary arrests of trade union representatives, social and human rights defenders and political opposition figures, 
including several leaders of the Marxist-Leninist opposition party Bandera Roja, in the previous 72 hours. 

Yemen 

Explosion in Abyan 
On 05.07.22, a double attack took place in Abyan, when a first bomb exploded near a market and shortly afterwards 
a second one in a warehouse for weapons belonging to a private trader. Local sources report six dead and at least 
30 injured. Initially, nothing was known about the background of the attacks. 
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