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Afghanistan 

International Afghanistan Conference in Tashkent 
The international "Afghanistan: Security and Economic Development" was held in the Uzbek capital Tashkent from 
26.07. to 28.07.22 with the participation of 100 delegations from 30 countries. It was the largest multilateral event 
attended by representatives of the Taliban since they took power. The Taliban again insisted on international 
recognition and the release of foreign currency frozen abroad. For the international community this remains 
conditional on the formation of an inclusive government and the permission for girls to attend secondary schools; 
furthermore, the Taliban were urged to take decisive action to combat terrorism in all its forms throughout the 
country. No country spoke in favour of recognising the Taliban at the international conference in Tashkent. 

New ai report on the situation of women 
According to a new report by amnesty International (ai) dated 27.07.22, since they took power, the Taliban have 
violated women's and girls' rights to education, work and freedom of movement, dismantled the system of 
protection and support for people fleeing domestic violence, imprisoned women and girls for minor violations of 
discriminatory regulations, and contributed to a surge in child, early and forced marriage rates in Afghanistan. The 
report decries that women's rights were not made a condition for the Doha Treaty. The authors visited Afghanistan 
in March 2022, and the entire study was conducted from September 2021 to June 2022. It includes interviews with 
90 Afghan women and 11 girls aged between 14 and 74 living in 20 of Afghanistan's 34 provinces. 

Albania / North Macedonia 

Initiation of accession negotiations 
On 19.07.22, the EU initiated accession negotiations with Albania and North Macedonia.  The negotiations could 
be started after the parliament in Skopje, which until then had vetoed them (cf. BN of 18.07.22), approved an EU 
compromise proposal for the dispute with Bulgaria. Albania's and North Macedonia's applications will be dealt with 
jointly by the EU Commission. North Macedonia has already been an official EU candidate since 2005, Albania since 
2014. The next steps include the so-called screening, in which the EU Commission checks in which areas the 
national law of the respective candidate country still needs to be aligned with EU law. Experts expect the accession 
process to be lengthy. 

Benin 

Opposition members released 
On 27.07.22, 30 opposition activists were released from prison. They had been arrested in connection with the April 
2021 presidential election, which was accompanied by violence between protesters and security forces. The 
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Criminal Court for Economic Offences and Terrorism (CRIET) placed the released prisoners under judicial 
supervision. The group includes several members of the opposition party Les Démocrates. The releases came on 
the day of the visit by French President Emmanuel Macron to Benin. 

Benin / Togo 

ai: Human rights violations during the crackdown on armed groups 
According to an Amnesty International (ai) account of 27.07.22, people were arbitrarily arrested and detained in 
Benin and Togo, including because of their ethnicity, as part of a crackdown on armed groups. Especially Fulani 
(also: Ful, Peulh) were victims of human rights violations. At least two meetings of opposition parties in Togo were 
banned under the pretext of national security. The editor of a Togolese newspaper was summoned by an 
administrative authority after the newspaper reported on an alleged attack by the military on uninvolved civilians 
(cf. BN of 18.07.22). In Benin, two journalists were arrested near Pendjari Park on suspicion of espionage in May 
2022 and detained for several days. Since the end of 2021, attacks attributed to the Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam wal-
Muslimin (JNIM or GSIM in English) group have increased in northern Benin and Togo. In Benin, only a few attacks 
by armed groups had been officially confirmed, although there had been almost 20, according to Vice-President 
Mariam Chabi Talata. Togo has experienced at least four such attacks since November 2021. 

China 

Several years' imprisonment for criticism of Xi Jinping 
On 26.07.22, a court in Liaocheng (Shandong province) sentenced poet Zhang Guiqi (psydonym: Lu Yang) to six 
years in prison for inciting subversion of state power. Zhang had posted a video of himself in 2020 calling for the 
resignation of Chinese Communist Party (CCP) General Secretary Xi Jinping and "an end to the CCP dictatorship". 
Less than 100 people had watched the video. 

Colombia 

Child malnutrition in the first half of 2022 
According to data from the national ombudsman's office dated 15.07.22, malnutrition among children up to five 
years of age increased significantly in the first half of 2022 against 2021, with 8,710 people affected (2021: 5,494 
cases). In addition, 137 deaths caused thereby have already been registered in the same period. The regions most 
affected by malnutrition are Vichada (75 out of 10,000 children malnourished), Guaviare (69) and the northern 
desert region of La Guajira (58). Guainía (53) and the capital district of Bogotá (41) also recorded relatively high 
numbers of cases compared to the rest of the country. Poverty, low education levels and difficult access to health 
care and prenatal diagnostics are some of the factors that promote malnutrition. 

UN report with recommendations for the new government under Petro 
In a new report (Violencia Territorial: Recomendaciones para el nuevo Gobierno) published towards the end of 
President Duque's term in office, the UN offered recommendations for containing violence in the country for the 
future government. The measures taken under the Duque government had not been sufficient "to reduce the level 
of violence, to prevent attacks by non-state armed groups and criminal organisations, and to adequately protect 
the population in the regions". The number of massacres had increased by around 200% between the conclusion of 
the FARC peace agreement in 2016 and 2021, with the regions of Antioquia, Cauca, Nariño, Norte de Santander and 
Valle de Cauca being particularly affected; in addition, in 2022, a drastic increase in these numbers against last year 
have been recorded in Putumayo. Furthermore, the UN has verified a total of 562 homicides of social leaders 
between 2016 and 2021, over 60 of these victims were of indigenous origin. Among other things, the UN 
recommends that the new government under Petro should consistently implement the FARC peace agreement and 
strengthen civilian control bodies, such as judicial authorities, to stabilize the rule of law in the most affected areas. 
Also, as already recommended by the Truth Commission, a reform of the security sector as well as a comprehensive 
strategy for the dissolution of parastatal armed groups should be advocated to strengthen civil society. 
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DR Congo 

UNHCR: Surge of civilian casualties in eastern Congo; security situation of the civilian population in Ituri 
On 22.07.22, UNHCR expressed concern about the increasing number of civilian casualties caused by attacks of 
non-state armed groups on civilians and IDP camps in the affected provinces of eastern Congo. 
According to the US monitoring group Kivu Security Tracker (KST), around 2,600 civilians have been killed in the 
two eastern provinces of North Kivu and Ituri alone since the state of siege came into force in May 2021 (cf. BN of 
18.07.22). According to the KST, in Ituri the security situation deteriorated further in the second half of 2021 (cf. 
BN of 07.02.22), and according to UN figures, more than 800 civilian deaths were documented there in the period 
between February and June 2022. Almost 90 % of the registered victims were killed in attacks on IDP camps or 
directly in their former places of origin or return. 

Several deaths in Kalemie Central Prison (Tanganyika) 
According to UN information radio Okapi, the prison warden of the significantly overcrowded Kalemie Central 
Prison (Tanganyika) reported that four deaths had been documented there in July 2022 alone. The main causes 
were lack of food and health care, poor hygiene and sanitary conditions, and inadequate air supply. The prison is 
allegedly laid out for 250 people, but currently holds 900 inmates, of these 100 people are said to be malnourished. 

Arrest of the National Secretary of the FCC 
According to a media report citing a statement by former President Joseph Kabila's ruling alliance Front Commun 
pour le Congo (FCC), the domestic intelligence service (ANR) has detained the FCC's national secretary Jimmy 
Kitenge, since 26.07.22 without access to legal counsel or a visit. Kitenge was reportedly detained by the ANR as he 
was leaving the studio of the Canal Congo Télévision station. An anonymous source close to the ANR told Radio 
France International that Kitenge was remanded in custody for "offensive remarks against authorities and 
institutions". 

Deaths, injuries, and arrests in various protests in eastern Congo 
According to Okapi radio, on 27.07.22 police forces broke up a protest - previously banned by the authorities - of 
students of the University of Kalemie (UNIKAL) in the provincial capital Kalemie (Tanganyika) using excessive 
violence and live ammunition. One student was killed, five others were injured, some seriously, and several students 
were arrested. The students, some of whom were violent, set up barricades and torched car tyres, and fought back 
at the police with projectiles. While the Kalemie police commander stated that only one police officer fired live 
rounds at the student protest and was therefore arrested, the Tanganyika Provincial Minister of Education, Koya 
Mawazo, condemned the use of live rounds by several police officers in a statement dated 26.07.22. He said that 
the student protest had been triggered by the provincial governor's interference in academic matters of UNIKAL. 

Attacks on UN mission MONUSCO 
According to consistent media reports, massive and largely violent protests against the presence of the UN 
Stabilisation Mission in the DRC (MONUSCO) were staged in various eastern Congolese towns, particularly in 
Goma, Butembo and Beni (each in North Kivu Province) and Uvira (South Kivu) between 25.07. and 27.07.22. Several 
MONUSCO bases and sites were attacked, looted and vandalised. According to recent media reports, at least 22 
people lost their lives, including at least 16 civilians and three MONUSCO forces, more than 67 people were injured, 
some seriously, and several protesters were arrested by Congolese security forces. As yet it is unclear who is 
responsible for the killings of the civilians. According to eyewitnesses, either the UN troops or the Congolese police 
and security forces are responsible. MONUSCO and the Congolese government announced investigations into the 
incidents. The protesters, who demanded the withdrawal of the multinational troops, accuse MONUSCO, which 
has been present in the DRC for over 20 years and currently has more than 16,000 armed and police forces deployed, 
of failing to effectively protect the civilian population (in accordance with its mandate) from the ongoing attacks 
by the various armed groups. The anti-MONUSCO protests were preceded by calls for the withdrawal of the 
mission by the youth wing of the ruling party Union pour la Démocratie et le Progrès Social (UDPS) in Goma and 
by the Congolese Senate President, Modeste Bahati, during a visit to Goma on 15.07.22. According to media reports, 
the situation is tense but calm. There are still calls for anti-MONUSCO protests. On 31.07.22, UN peacekeepers 
were prevented from crossing the border at Kasindi border post in Beni territory (North Kivu) near Uganda and 
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opened fire after a verbal altercation. According to the Congolese government, two people were killed and 15 others 
injured. 

Guinea 

Violence and deaths in anti-junta protests 
During several protests against the ruling military junta (Comité National de Rassemblement pour le 
Développement, CNRD) in the capital Conakry, one person was reportedly killed on 28.07.22 and four on 29.07.22, 
according to the organisers. Agencies report that one person was confirmed dead on 29.07.22. Young protesters 
set up barricades, burnt tyres and threw stones at security forces. The security forces responded by firing tear gas. 
There were injuries and damage to property. The authorities reported several arrests, without giving exact numbers. 
The protests were initiated by the Front national pour la défense de la Constitution (FNDC), a civil society and 
political alliance. On 30.07.22, at the request of the current chair of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), Guinea-Bissau President Umaro Sissoco Embaló, FNDC announced the suspension of the 
demonstrations for an initial period of one week. FNDC said that mediation attempts by ECOWAS should be given 
a chance during this respite. 

Background 
ECOWAS Chair Embaló had only announced on 28.07.22 that he had convinced the junta in Conakry of a 24- instead 
of a 36-month transitional phase (cf. BN of 16.05.22). The Guinean government spokesperson would not confirm 
this. On 13.05.22, the transitional government had temporarily banned all protests (cf. BN of 16.05.22). The FNDC 
had cancelled an earlier announcement of a protest on 23.06.22 (cf. BN of 11.07.22). Because of the "systematic 
refusal [of the junta] to create a framework for credible dialogue", the FNDC once again called for protests to be 
held on 28.07.22 in Conakry and on 04.08.22 in the rest of the country. According to a media report, the young 
protesters in Conakry were also displeased with the latest results of school-leaving examinations. For example, the 
pass rate for the 2022 school-leaving exam was only nine per cent. 

Subsequent developments, including arrest of FNDC coordinator 
Despite the suspension of protests, on 30.07.22 security forces reportedly positioned themselves in front of the 
offices of FNDC and those of the parties Union des Forces Démocratiques de Guinée, UFDG and Union des Forces 
Républicaines, UFR (opposition parties under the ousted President Alpha Condé) as well as Rassemblement du 
Peuple de Guinée, RPG (then ruling party), all of which had called to join the protest movement. The FNDC also 
announced the re-arrest of its coordinator Oumar Sylla (Foniké Mengué) (cf. BN of 11.07.22). Sylla was taken to an 
unknown location on the night of 30.07.22. On 31.07.22, various domestic and international calls for a national 
dialogue were made in response to the violence of the previous days. The protest organisers threatened that 
otherwise protests would resume after 15.08.22. 

Iran 

Death penalty: Human rights groups report increasing number of executions 
According to media reports on 27.07.22, human rights organisations point to an increase in executed death 
sentences. According to Amnesty International (ai), at least 251 executions have been carried out since the 
beginning of 2022. This included 146 people executed for murder and 86 for drug trafficking. In addition, there is a 
high number of unrecorded cases, ai said. Sometimes several convicted persons are executed on the same day. 
According to ai's annual report, the number of executions worldwide increased by about 20 % in 2021; Iran was 
responsible for at least 314 executions (cf. BN of 30.05.22). 

Detention of a convicted student activist 
A student of Alameh Tabatabai University Tehran was arrested by security forces on 31.07.22 to serve a one-year 
prison sentence (cf. BN of 30.05.22) that became final in May 2022, according to media reports. The activist had 
been arrested during rallies for International Women's Day on 08.03.22 and subsequently convicted on charges of 
propaganda against the system. 
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Women's rights activist sentenced 
Foreign media report the sentencing of a women's rights activist to suspended two years' imprisonment and a fine 
of 15 million Toman (approx. EUR 465, as of 28.07.22) by the Revolutionary Court in Tehran. As part of her 
suspended sentence, the woman was also required to write a research paper on patriotism and to appear before 
security authorities once a quarter, media reported. The charges against her had included propaganda against the 
system and spreading lies. 

Arrests during protests by former soldiers and pensioners 
According to media reports on 25.07.22, several veterans and invalids of the Iran-Iraq war (1980-88) were arrested 
during protests over outstanding pension and compensation payments in front of the Iranian parliament in Tehran. 
The exact number of arrests was not reported. During 2022, more protests and rallies by professionals, pensioners, 
and retirees of other professions, including teachers, had already taken place in several cities over the lack of 
payment and adjustment of wages as the cost of living increased. Repeatedly, these saw arrests and violent attacks 
by security forces (cf. BN of 02.05.22). 

Iraq 

Protests against candidate selection 
On 25.07.22, several of the political parties remaining in parliament after the departure of the Sadrists agreed on a 
candidate for the post of prime minister, which has been de facto vacant since the 2021 elections. The chosen 
candidate was Mohammed Shia al-Sudani, a former minister with close ties to former Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, 
who had masterminded the mass removal of Sunnis from the state apparatus under the heading of "de-
Baathisation" during his time in office, which in turn had contributed significantly to the strengthening of IS. On 
28.07.22, Muqtada as-Sadr's supporters assembled for mass protests, stormed the green zone and occupied the 
parliament for several hours, they only retreated after a tweet by as-Sadr. As no parliamentary session was held on 
28.07.22, the protest was repeated on 30.07.22 during the parliamentary session. The Speaker of Parliament 
postponed the session until further notice while the protesters occupied the parliament again. At least 125 people 
have been injured so far (at least 25 among the security forces). As-Sadr's movement has not yet presented a 
counter-candidate. Among other things, as-Sadr described the elections won by his own movement as rigged. 

Kosovo 

Tensions on the border with Serbia 
According to media reports, Kosovo Serbs blocked the access roads to two border crossings on 31.07.22 and fired 
shots in the direction of Kosovo police officers; there were no injuries. The tensions were triggered by the Kosovo 
authorities' planned new regulation to no longer recognise Serbian identity documents at the border crossings as 
of 01.08.22 and to insist on the issuance of provisional Kosovar documents instead. In the view of the Pristina 
government this is a measure of reciprocity, since Serbia does not recognise Kosovar papers. In addition, vehicles 
entering from Serbia are to be provided with provisional Kosovar number plates. The Kosovo government has 
announced that it will postpone the introduction of the new entry rules until 01.09.22 in order to defuse the 
situation. The government also said that the removal of all barricades was a prerequisite. 

Lebanon 

Economic situation 
After the Turkish-Ukrainian-Russian agreement on Ukrainian grain exports, the first merchant ship with cargo for 
Lebanon left the port of Odessa for Tripoli on 01.08.22.  
In the meantime, a black market for pita bread has developed in Lebanon, where the subsidised bread is resold at 
significantly higher prices. Already since 2019, the price of bread had been raised every few weeks and package 
sizes reduced; the black market price is now about three times the regulated price. Many bakeries can only sell very 
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limited quantities of bread due to flour shortages; long queues and waiting times of several hours are no longer 
uncommon. 

Unrest in South Lebanon 
Clashes broke out between Christian residents and Hezbollah near the border town of Rmeish in the night of 
31.07.22. The clashes were caused by logging operations in which a resident was accused of exposing a Hezbollah 
post. The army intervened and separated the parties, thereby putting an end to the dispute’s escalation. 

Mali 

Several attacks on military bases 
According to information from the military government, suspected jihadists attacked two military posts in the 
towns of Sokolo and Kalumba in central Mali on the morning of 27.07.22. A total of 15 soldiers and three civilians 
were reportedly killed and at least 25 people injured. In the ensuing fighting, 48 attackers were reportedly killed. 
Another attack in the town of Sévaré was foiled. 
On 22.07.22 the military base Kati, near the capital Bamako, was attacked. One soldier was killed and at least six 
people were injured. Armed jihadist attackers had driven explosives-laden cars into the base. Katiba Macina, an 
armed group allied with al-Qaeda, claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Republic of Moldova 

State of emergency extended 
On the government's initiative parliament voted on 28.07.22 to further extend the current state of emergency until 
08.10.22. Prime Minister Natalia Gavrilița justified the extension by citing the ongoing risks in the energy and border 
security sectors as a consequence of the war and migration events in neighbouring Ukraine. The provisions of the 
state of emergency include restrictions on freedom of information and assembly. The state of emergency was 
imposed in connection with the start of the Russian attack on Ukraine on 24.02.22 (cf. BN of 28.02.22) and has since 
been extended several times. It is estimated that around 100,000 people who have fled Ukraine are still on 
Moldovan territory. 

Nicaragua 

Report on political violence in the first half of 2022 
In its report for the first half of 2022, the NGO Urnas Abiertas recorded a total of 385 acts of political violence in 
the country, more than three quarters of which occurred in the regions of Managua, Granada, Masaya, Matagalpa, 
Nueva Segovia, Madriz y Jinotega. The corresponding acts could be assigned to the category of siege and 
harassment in about half of all cases. Furthermore, cases of judicial prosecution (42), administrative measures (40), 
as well as aggression (37), torture and ill-treatment (31) and imprisonment (24) were listed, among others. In 
addition, the organisation warned of more generalised political violence, which is increasingly directed against 
civilians without affiliation to political organisations, media or human rights organisations (currently 3 out of 10 
acts). In many cases, the police were responsible for such acts (6/10 files), but to a lesser extent also the judiciary, 
the public prosecutor's office and the Directorate for Migration and Aliens.  

Another 200 NGOs loose legal status 
On 27.07. and 28.07.2022, the Sandinista-dominated National Assembly revoked the legal status of another 100 
NGOs, bringing the total number to 1,280 organisations since December 2018. 

Indications of a stop to the distribution of food packages in Managua for political reasons 
Media reports suggest that the distribution of food packages under the state-funded social programme Alma 
Solidaria is politicised and serves social control. For example, affected elderly people and families with members 
with special needs who have participated in protests or stopped attending meetings of the Sandinista Citizens' 
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Councils (CPC) in 2018, report that their supply of food packages in Managua has been repeatedly suspended or 
stopped altogether. Furthermore, those affected complain that the distribution mechanism is not transparent.  

Emigration of Nicaraguan nationals: Second highest number of asylum applications worldwide 
According to a recent report by the UN Refugee Agency, Nicaraguan nationals filed the second highest number of 
asylum applications worldwide in 2021, after Afghan nationals. The number of applications amounted to over 
111,000, five times higher than in the previous year. People mainly left because of mounting political repression 
and mostly for Costa Rica.  

Nigeria 

Kaduna State: Violent Conflict Security Report 
In the first half of 2022 non-state actors killed 645 people in the northern Nigerian state of Kaduna. This was 
reported by the media with reference to a recent security report by the state government dated 22.07.22. According 
to the report, the victims died in terrorist attacks, communal clashes and mutual attacks. In 2021, non-state actors 
reportedly killed a total of 1,192 people in Kaduna. In 2022, abductions of priests (cf. BN of 18.07.22) and attacks 
on churches (cf. BN of 27.06.22) and car and train passengers (cf. BN of 23.05.22) increased. According to media 
reports, at least 40 people abducted from a train on 28.03.22 (cf. BN of 04.04.22) are still in the hands of their 
abductors. The ransom demand currently amounts to NGN 4.3 billion (just under EUR 10 million, as of 01.08.22). 

Southeast: Group of young men shot dead in unexplained circumstances 
Amnesty International (ai) has called on the Nigerian authorities to investigate the deaths of a group of young men 
in the south-eastern state of Imo. The number of people killed in the incident ranges from seven to 14, according 
to media reports. They were shot on 17.07.22 on their way back from a wedding in circumstances that are still 
unclear. According to ai, the group was unarmed. Other reports say that the victims were armed and members of 
the Eastern Security Network (ESN). ESN is considered to be the armed wing of the Indigenous People of Biafra 
(IPOB) independence movement, which has been banned since 2017. Nigerian authorities have long blamed IPOB 
and ESN for a whole series of violent acts with numerous security forces killed, especially in southern Nigeria (cf. 
BN of 27.06.22). 

Little confidence in the judiciary and the fight against corruption 
About 71% of Nigerians have no confidence in the national judicial system. According to recent media reports, this 
is the result of a study conducted between 15.11.21 and 10.12.21, for which 1,861 people in the six geo-political 
regions of Nigeria were questioned by standardised random sampling on freedom of expression, political 
participation, rule of law, and corruption. The recently published report, entitled The State of Freedom in Nigeria 
Report, also reveals that about 65% of respondents lack confidence in the institutions set up by the government to 
fight corruption. Furthermore, 40% doubt that elections in Nigeria are free and fair. Also, only about 50% of the 
respondents believe that the Nigerian government can be criticised without fear of consequences. 

Palestinian Territories / Israel 

West Bank: Houses of Palestinian attackers destroyed, under-age Palestinian killed 
On 30.07.22, the Israeli military demolished the houses of two people suspected in the case of an Israeli guard 
killed in Ariel settlement (cf. BN of 09.05.22). The two residences were located in the town of Qarawat Bani Hassan. 
According to the military, violent protests erupted in the course of the demolitions. Human rights groups accuse 
the military of the action being tantamount to collective punishment, while the military justified it by citing a high 
deterrence factor.  
According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health, the Israeli military shot and killed a Palestinian minor during 
protests against settlement expansion in the village of Mughayer, north of Ramallah, on 29.07.22. Five other people 
were wounded by live ammunition and rubber bullets. 
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Gaza Strip: Hamas introduces new taxes 
According to media reports, Hamas, which rules the Gaza Strip, is introducing further taxes on imported clothing 
and stationery in an attempt to raise revenue.  
Rising prices on the world market also impacted the Gaza Strip pushing up prices there as well, the media write. 
More than half of the population is living below the poverty line, unemployment is close to 50 %. International 
observers assume that the additional income will be used primarily for administrative purposes and to equip the 
group's armed wing. 

Senegal 

Parliamentary elections  
On 31.07.22, about seven million people were called upon to vote for 165 members of the National Assembly. 
According to the Senegalese electoral system, 97 candidates are elected by a majority of votes in the administrative 
divisions, while 53 are elected from national lists according to proportional representation and 15 by Senegalese 
living abroad. Public figures such as Ousmane Sonko, Aida Mbodj and Déthié Fall were unable to stand for the main 
opposition coalition Yewwi Askan Wi (YAW), after the authorities discarded its national list of candidates for 
technical reasons in early June 2022. One of the names had inadvertently been entered as both the primary 
candidate and the substitute candidate, rendering the entire list invalid. As a result, the list printed on the ballot 
was the coalition's replacement list, consisting mainly of relatively unknown contestants. As the last round of voting 
before the presidential elections in February 2024, these parliamentary elections appear to be a dress rehearsal for 
a duel between the current president Macky Sall and his strongest opponent Ousmane Sonko. The results of the 
parliamentary elections are expected on 02.08.22. 

Sri Lanka 

State of emergency extended, several arrests 
On 27.07.22, parliament extended the state of emergency imposed in mid-July 2022 for another month. Since 
26.07.22, several key figures of the protest movement have reportedly been arrested. They are accused of using 
violence and damaging public property. Several hundred others have also been identified by the police, but have 
not been arrested. In the course of the protest movement against the government, protesters had occupied several 
government buildings in the past weeks and set fire to the residence of the new president Ranil Wickremesinghe 
(former prime minister) (cf. BN of 11.07.22 and 18.07.22). Ex-President Gotabaya Rajapaksa is reportedly still staying 
in Singapore on a visitor's visa. His brothers Mahinda and Basil are still prevented from leaving the country by a 
Supreme Court order. 

Somalia / Ethiopia 

Renewed cross-border clashes  
On 29.07.22, fighting broke out between al-Shabaab and Ethiopian police forces in Aato village near the Ethiopian 
border. Al-Shabaab allegedly fired several mortar shells at the camp of the Ethiopian Liyu police, a special unit 
responsible for border protection and security of supply routes for Ethiopian forces. This resulted in an exchange 
of fire in which at least ten people were reportedly killed and 20 others injured. At the time of the attack, members 
of the Somali parliament were in Aato to distribute food aid to drought-affected residents.  
Three al-Shabaab leaders were reportedly killed in a subsequent joint operation by Ethiopian forces and Liyu police 
in the Ethiopian border region. Al-Shabaab has not yet commented on the deaths of the three leaders. It is unclear 
whether there were casualties on the side of Ethiopian and Somali forces. Already the week before, violent clashes 
had erupted in the border region and operations against al-Shabaab in Ethiopia, in which, according to official 
Ethiopian figures, at least 150 fighters were killed (cf. BN of 25.07.22). 
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Somalia  

Several attacks in different cities 
At least eleven people were killed and others injured in a suicide attack in Marka (Lower Shabelle region) on 
27.07.22. Abdullahi Ali Waafow, the town's mayor, was among the fatalities. He had fought with African Union 
troops against al-Shabaab in the region for years. Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for the attack. 
In another attack on 27.07.22, seven people were killed and 14 others injured when a landmine exploded at a cattle 
market in Afgoye town (Lower Shabelle region). Al-Shabaab reported that the explosion killed two soldiers and 
claimed responsibility. 
On 29.07.22, a suicide attack during Friday prayers in the car park of a mosque in Baidoa (Bay Region) killed at least 
13 people, including Hassan Ibrahim Lugbur, the Minister of Justice of South West State and his son. At least 20 
other people were injured. 

Executions by al-Shabaab 
On 31.07.22, al-Shabaab publicly executed seven people by firing squad near Buula-Fulay (Bay region), the militia 
announced over its Andalus radio station. Six of them were accused of spying for American and Somali intelligence 
services. Three of them were also allegedly responsible for the deaths of high-ranking al-Shabaab members. A 
government official in the region as well as the Information Minister of South West State, Ilyas Said, confirmed the 
details of the executions. 

Sudan 

Ongoing protests  
Since 26.07.22, thousands have demonstrated in Khartoum and other cities against the military coup and the rise 
of tribal violence in Blue Nile State, with over 100 people killed in July 2022 (cf. BN of 25.07.22). According to the 
Sudan Doctors Committee, which is part of the pro-democracy movement, at least one demonstrator was 
reportedly shot dead by security forces in Omdurman when they violently dispersed the rally. The death toll among 
the protesters is said to have risen to at least 116. 

Syria 

Suwayda: 17 people killed in fighting 
According to local media, on 26.07. and 27.07.22, ten members of an armed group working with government 
security services, known as the Falhout group, and seven members of the local Rajjal al-Karama (Men of Dignity) 
died in fighting that broke out between the groups. According to reports, numerous armed groups supported by 
the Damascus government operate in Suwayda, mostly with impunity. The Falhout group is associated with 
kidnappings for ransom, as well as drug smuggling and arbitrary arrests.  
The fighting was triggered by another kidnapping by the group. 

Tunisia 

New constitution adopted - return to autocracy feared 
On 25.07.22, 94.6% of voters (2.75 million out of 9 million eligible voters) approved the controversial new 
constitution. According to the election official, the turnout was 30.5%. The election was boycotted by the 
opposition. Despite the low turnout of less than a third of the eligible voters, the new constitution came into force 
immediately. 
The new constitution provides for the president to appoint and dismiss the government and judges without a 
controlling body and to dissolve parliament. In addition, a change in the electoral law and the introduction of 
regional councils have been announced, so that the political parties will lose importance in the new system. The 
opposition and NGOs, as well as international observers, now fear a return to an authoritarian system. In this regard, 
President Kais Saied rejected any form of interference in national affairs from outside the country on 29.07.22. 
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Türkiye 

Attacks on Alevi institutions 
On 31.07.22, simultaneous attacks were carried out in Ankara on the Alevi prayer houses and the associations 
Tuzluçayır Ana Fatma Djemevi, Ege Mahallesi Şah-ı Merdan Djemevi, Gökçebel Village Association as well as the 
Turkmen-Alevi Bektashi Foundation. A woman who was injured in the knife attack on the Bektashi Foundation was 
taken to hospital. The other facilities were pelted with stones. One suspect was arrested. 

Uganda 

Protests against rising cost of living 
In the eastern Ugandan city of Jinja, large numbers of people protested against the rising cost of fuel in the country. 
Observers reported that roadblocks were set up, tyres set on fire and that tear gas was used by security forces. 41 
protesters were reportedly arrested. 

Hunger crisis in the northeast comes to a head 
In the Karamoja region, more than 200 people have reportedly died in July 2022 as a result of the ongoing drought. 
Pastoral nomadic people and their livestock are particularly affected. According to local reports, more than 900 
people have died from hunger-related diseases in the last five months. In addition to drought-related crop failures 
and insect infestations, armed robberies by local gangs are weighing heavily on the people in the region. 

Arrest of numerous opposition members in Eastern Uganda 
On 28.07.22, numerous party members of the opposition Forum for Democratic Change (FDC), including party 
leader Patrick Amuriat, were arrested in Soroti. According to FDC members, election documents were also 
confiscated and roadblocks were set up by security officers in the course of a regional parliamentary by-election. 
Police confirmed the arrest of 42 people, while other sources put the number of those arrested at 70. The reason 
given was that they engaged in election campaign activities outside the designated campaign period. 

Ukraine / Russian Federation 

Development of the war effort 
The military confrontation between the two states continues to focus on the east and the south of Ukraine. The 
Russian Federation continued its nationwide missile attacks on the neighbouring country. The missiles hit the 
region of the capital Kiev and the Kharkiv region, among others. The Ukrainian army staged its largest counter-
offensive since the Russian Federation's attack on 24.02.22 in the south. The counter-offensive is specifically aimed 
at recapturing the strategically important city of Kherson. In view of the fighting there, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky announced the mandatory evacuation of civilians in the Donetsk region organised by the 
authorities, on 30.07.22.  
On 31.07.22, the Polish border authorities reported that 5.15 million people had fled from Ukraine to Poland since 
the beginning of the war. 3.25 million people have returned to Ukraine meanwhile. 

Venezuela 

Telefónica Transparency Report 2021 
According to the 2021 Transparency Report published by Telefónica in mid-June 2022, requests by security 
authorities to intercept telephone numbers have increased about fourfold since 2017 (234,932) (2021: 861,004). 
The corresponding measures included the interception of text messages, internet traffic as well as the tapping of 
telephone calls and the release of personal or location data. In the view of human rights organisations there are 
indications of abuse of such interventions by the authorities, as the high number of interceptions by far exceeds the 
needs of law enforcement as such. 
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Three radio stations closed 
On 15.07.22, the three radio stations Moda 105.1FM, NEX 100.1FM y Hits 92.5FM in the state of Cojedes were 
closed down by officials of the Guardia Nacional Bolivariana (GNB) at the behest of the telecommunications 
regulator Conatel. According to official information, the reasons for this included the lack of permits. NGOs 
criticised this measure as restrictions on press freedom. According to the NGO Espacio Público, nine radio stations 
were closed in 2021. 

Killing of three indigenous Jivi  
According to the civil society organisation Kapé Kapé, three members of the Jivi indigenous group were killed in 
the town of Guarataro in the municipality of Sucre in the state of Bolívar on 19.07.22. According to the police 
investigation unit Cuerpo de Investigaciones Científicas, Penales y Criminalística (CICPC), those responsible for the 
crime are presumably criminal, armed groups operating in Bolívar. Criminal groups are particularly active in illegal 
mining in the region. 

SAIME platform reactivated 
As the official platform of the Administrative Service for Identification, Migration and Foreigners (Servicio 
Autónomo de Identificación, Migración y Extranjería, SAIME) had been inoperative since mid-June 2022, 
Venezuelan citizens could not apply for identity documents online until 16.07.22; since 18.07.22 previously 
cancelled appointments are rescheduled. Initially, the government did not give any reasons for the weeks-long 
outage, but upon the site’s reactivation it cited a foreign blockade of the site and its remodelling. However, former 
employees of this authority as well as non-government experts are particularly critical of the first part of this 
statement.   
Applying for identity and travel documents can take a very long time in Venezuela, which is why entry into various 
Latin American countries has been possible for some time, even with expired travel documents. However, in recent 
months various countries have imposed a visa requirement for Venezuelan nationals, including Ecuador and Peru, 
which must be observed even with expired documents. A passport currently costs around USD 200 if applied for 
domestically. 
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