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Afghanistan 

Al-Zawahiri killed in Kabul 
On 31.07.22, al-Qaeda leader Aiman al-Zawahiri, was killed on the balcony of a house in the Sherpur district of the 
capital Kabul by a US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) drone. Sherpur is the former diplomatic quarter, where 
many high-ranking Taliban leaders also live. According to the Wall Street Journal, a direct neighbour of al-Zawahiri 
is acting defence minister Sirajuddin Haqqani, who is also said to have provided protection for him. The report says 
that Al-Zawahiri lived with his family members (wife and children) in a villa said to belong to Haqqani. He had led 
the organisation since the death of Osama bin Laden in 2011. Therefore, the U.S. are now accusing the Taliban of a 
"gross" violation of the Doha Agreement for harbouring al-Zawahiri. Once again, Afghanistan has become a refuge 
for terrorists. International funds for humanitarian aid could be stalled even further because of this. The Taliban 
have condemned al-Zawahiri's death and deny having been aware of his presence in Kabul. The Egyptian Saif al-
Adl aka Mohammed Salah al-Din Zaidan, who is said to be under house arrest in Iran, is being considered as a 
possible successor. 

ISKP attacks Shiites in Kabul in the run-up to the Ashura holiday 
On 30.07.22, Muharram, the first month of the Islamic calendar, began. On the tenth day (in the Gregorian calendar: 
08.08.22), Ashura, Shiites the world over commemorate the Battle of Karbala in present-day Iraq, in which the third 
Shiite Imam Hussain, the son of Ali, and all his male relatives were killed. In the run-up to the mourning ceremony, 
fighting had broken out between the Taliban and the Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP) in Kabul on 
03.08.22. ISKP fighters had planned attacks on the mourners and entrenched themselves in the so-called Sakhi 
Tower, a high-rise building in the immediate vicinity of the Shiite Sakhi shrine in the Kart-e Sakhi district. The 
Taliban managed to kill the ISKP fighters holed up there and set up roadblocks throughout the city to ensure the 
safety of the Shiites. Nevertheless, ISKP succeeded in carrying out daily bomb attacks against Shiites, mainly in 
West Kabul from 05.08 to 08.08.22. A total of about 40 people are said to have been killed and many injured. As a 
result of these incidents, the Taliban banned Shiite celebrations on Ashura Day in front of the Sakhi shrine and 
parades through the city of Mazar-e Sharif, and at the same time had the Ashura and Nowruz holidays removed 
from Afghanistan's official calendar. 

Azerbaijan  

Opposition member repatriated from exile sentenced to six years imprisonment 
According to media reports, Pünkhan Kerimli, a member of the Popular Front Party of Azerbaijan, was sentenced 
to six years' imprisonment by a court in Baku for drug trafficking. After the final denial of his asylum application, 
he had been repatriated in November 2021 and later detained because of the criminal charges against him. This 
was one of several cases of opposition exiles repatriated to Azerbaijan last year who had been arrested on charges 
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of drug trafficking. Kerimli himself told the media that he was being prosecuted on political grounds because he 
had participated in protests against human rights violations in Azerbaijan in Germany. 

Tensions in Karabakh 
On 01.08.22, the Armenian-backed "Republic of Arzakh", that is not internationally recognised, announced that 
Azerbaijani forces had attempted to cross the line of contact in Karabakh at several points in contravention of the 
ceasefire agreement that came into force on 09.11.20. Then on 02.08.22 Russia confirmed that the Azerbaijani side 
had violated the ceasefire agreement. Russia has committed a peacekeeping contingent to monitor the ceasefire 
agreement. On 03.08.22, the Azerbaijani Ministry of Defence stated that a member of the armed forces had been 
killed in the Lachin district by shelling from the "Republic of Arzakh", saying that the shells had been launched from 
an area in which Russian peacekeeping troops were allegedly stationed. On the same day, Azerbaijan launched 
retaliatory strikes against the "Republic of Arzakh", which in turn ordered partial mobilisation. The Azerbaijani 
Ministry of Defence declared on 06.08.22 that Mount Buzdukh and the surrounding mountain peaks had come 
under the control of the Azerbaijani army as part of "reconnaissance operations". Both sides continue to accuse 
each other of violating the ceasefire agreement, however, the situation on the contact line returned to relative 
stability meanwhile. 

Burkina Faso 

Extremists and uninvolved civilians killed in military operations 
The military informed on 03.08.22 that targeted operations against extremist groups had been carried out in the Est 
region in the towns of Djamanga, Djabiga, Mandéni, Bounou, Obiagou, and Pognoa-Sankoado on 01.08.22 Several 
dozen extremists were killed or wounded, the statement said. In the course of the operation an air strike on an 
extremist base between Kompienga and Pognoa-Sankoado had killed an undisclosed number of uninvolved 
civilians in the vicinity. According to unconfirmed reports from local sources, this attack claimed about 30 civilian 
casualties. 

Colombia 

Inauguration of President Petro 
On 07.08.22, president-elect Gustavo Petro took office. In his first address in his official capacity, he announced his 
intention to reform the pension and health care systems and to work against poverty and for more social justice. 
Other points on his agenda include the protection of the rainforest, the promotion of renewable energies and the 
comprehensive implementation of the peace process as well as the initiation of talks with all active armed groups 
to reduce violence and improve the security situation in the country. 

DR Congo 

Kinshasa: Arrest of an ECIDé party member 
On 06.08.22, Martin Fayulu, leader of the opposition party Engagement pour la Citoyenneté et le Développement 
(ECiDé), called for the release of party member Marie Masemi, who had been arrested at her home in the capital 
Kinshasa on 05.08.22. According to Luc Malembe of ECiDé, the "illegal abduction" ties in with Masemi's anti-
government stance. An anonymous police source told UN Information Radio Okapi that Masemi was arrested 
mainly because of her "insults and defamatory remarks against the authorities" and is currently being held at a 
police station in Kinsahsa. According to Okapi, Masemi is known on social media for her statements against the 
government's leadership and regularly participates in protests organised by ECiDé. In the current reporting year, 
arrests and criminal proceedings including convictions of ECiDé members who had protested or expressed criticism 
became publicly known (cf. BN of 07.03.22, 25.04.22 and 04.07.22.). 
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Western Congo: Inter-ethnic clashes leave several people dead and others wounded 
Okapi reported violent inter-ethnic and inter-communal conflicts in the western Congolese provinces of Mai-
Ndombe and especially Kwilu since late July 2022. Since 24.07.22, continuing conflicts between the local Teke and 
non-local ethnicities, particularly the Yaka, in several localities of Kwamouth area in the Bateke Sud groupement 
(Mai-Ndombe) had resulted in several deaths and injuries, burning of houses and looting during attacks and 
counter-attacks. The Teke were trying to drive the non-local groups off their ancestral land. In various parts of 
Kwilu province, violent inter-ethnic clashes between different population groups, including Kombana and Kiehu, 
Lunda, Okum and Banzadi, related to disputes over land rights, some of which had been going on for decades, 
resulted in several deaths and some seriously wounded people, kidnappings and internal displacements as well as 
considerable damage to property. According to an NGO, on 26.07.22 the Congolese military used live ammunition 
against people resisting arrest in the village of Yolo Banzadi in the Idiofa (Kwilu) area, killing at least one person 
and injuring four others. 

Lualaba Province: Serious human rights violations in police operation to fight crime 
According to media reports, police used excessive force and harshness against suspected criminals during a large-
scale police operation to combat (juvenile) crime in Kolwezi, the provincial capital of the southern Congolese 
province of Lualaba. Local sources reported both indiscriminate arrests, including of minors and school children 
and parents coming from work, and that persons were shot, tortured, died in police custody or were subjected to 
forms of forced labour by police forces. According to Chadrack Mukad'End, chairperson of the Lualaba Civil Society, 
15 people were killed. Other civil society sources say that at least three people were killed and several injured, 
including by beatings and ill-treatment during arrests. Several families reported people disappearing without 
leaving a trace. On 07.08.22, the Interim Provincial Governor, Fifi Masuka, speaking of lapses by individual police 
officers, confirmed three deaths among youths, attributing one death to drug abuse and two others to violent 
clashes between unspecified parties in police custody. The police operation will continue in Lualaba, alleged 
offences and crimes by police officers will be investigated and anyone responsible will be held accountable, Masuka 
added. He said that with this police operation the provincial government intended to prosecute hundreds of juvenile 
delinquents, to rid the town of beggars as well as street children. According to official figures, 200 to more than 
280 "criminal" youths, commonly known as "kulunas" in DR Congo, were arrested. Some of them were released and 
almost 200 of the arrested were taken to Kaniama Kases (Haut-Lomami province) for rehabilitation and social 
reintegration.  

Eastern Congo: precarious humanitarian situation, drastic underfunding jeopardises UNHCR programmes 
UNHCR's Director of External Relations, Dominique Hyde, said on 02.08.22 that since the beginning of 2022, 
UNHCR is unable to effectively respond to the vastly increased humanitarian needs of the approximately 500,000 
refugees and 5.6 million internally displaced persons in the DRC due to lack of funding. The DRC is one of the most 
underfunded UNHCR operations in the world, she said. By the end of June 2022, only 19% of the required USD 225 
million had been received. The consequences for refugees and IDPs are acute and far-reaching. 82% of internally 
displaced persons nationwide face the loss of adequate support to find shelter. Those affected are forced to sleep 
in churches, schools, stadiums, in the open air or to return prematurely to their places of origin. Fighting between 
Congolese armed forces and non-state armed groups had internally displaced a further 160,000 people in North 
Kivu province alone since April 2022, while attacks on civilians in Ituri province had resulted in 800 deaths and 
forced 20,700 people to flee, she said. According to UNHCR, new waves of displacement are increasing pressure 
on areas already lacking basic services. According to the NGO Médecins Sans Frontières, the resurgence of violent 
clashes in the territories of Rutshuru and Nyiragongo (both in North Kivu) is exacerbating the already dire 
humanitarian situation North Kivu has been experiencing since June 2022, with an estimated 1.6 million internally 
displaced people and over 2.5 million vulnerable people. According to figures from the end of 2021, the DRC had 
the highest level of acute food insecurity in the world, with an estimated 27 million people suffering from acute 
hunger (cf. BN of 15.11.21). 
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Egypt  

Christian family injured in knife attack 
According to the sources of Christian organisations, a Christian family was injured by a knife attack in a district of 
Giza on 28.07.22; father and son were treated in hospital. The attacker, who is known to be an Islamist, was 
overpowered by neighbours and handed over to the local security authorities. According to Christian media reports, 
attacks against members of the Coptic community have increased in recent months; in April 2022 for example, a 
Coptic priest was fatally wounded with a knife in the port city of Alexandria. His attacker was sentenced to death 
in May 2022 (cf. BN of 23.05.22). 

Guinea 

Numerous arrests after protests 
Media report that about 100 persons had been arrested until 01.08.22 because they protested against the ruling 
military junta on 28.07.22 and 29.07.22 (cf. BN of 01.08.22). In addition to the arrest of the coordinator of the civil 
society-political party alliance Front National pour la Défense de la Constitution (FNDC), Oumar Sylla ("Foniké 
Mengué") (cf. BN of 01.08.22), Ibrahima Diallo, also in a leading position with the FNDC, as well as the secretary 
general of the party Union des Forces Républicaines (UFR), Saïkou Yaya Barry, were arrested as well. The three of 
them were brought before an investigating magistrate on 01.08.22. Among those arrested were 34 minors. Reports 
of 04.08.22 state that 29 minors had been charged in connection with the protests. Elsewhere, 17 juveniles were 
acquitted of the charges by the Dixinn Criminal Court on 02.08.22. 
Both the use of violence against protesters and the arrests of the three party members named above were 
internationally condemned. The FNDC submitted a list with 13 names of members of the military junta and the 
transitional government to the International Criminal Court (ICC) on 01.08.22. The FNDC holds the listed persons, 
headed by interim president Mamadi Doumbouya, responsible for repression against the population. 

Iran 

Freedom of the press: Journalist sentenced to 27 months in prison 
On 02.08.22, foreign media reported that a local journalist from Lorestan province had been sentenced to a total of 
27 months in prison and banned from publishing for two years. Referring to the accused's own statements in social 
media, he had been sentenced because he had made public the murder of an underage woman by her husband in 
2021. 

Religious minorities: Arrests of former senior Baha'i members 
Following recent reports of reprisals against members of the Baha'i faith in several cities (cf. BN of 25.07.22), foreign 
media report further measures against members of the religious group, citing a statement by the Iranian Ministry 
of Information. On 31.07.22, several houses were searched and at least 13 people were arrested, including three 
well-known former leaders of the Iranian Baha'i community. The reports said that the security forces made the 
arrests on charges of alleged espionage for Israel and missionary work in kindergartens and schools. According to 
a spokesperson for the Baha'i international community, the accused had already served ten-year prison sentences 
for acts against national security until 2017/18. In addition, on 03.08.22, referring to a human rights network, it was 
reported that several houses belonging to Baha'i members had been destroyed and property confiscated in the 
village of Roshan Kouh (Mazandaran province) in the north of the country. 

One-year prison sentences for female singers and those involved in the production of music videos 
The Persian-language edition of the BBC reported on 03.08.22 that several female singers as well as contributors 
to productions of music videos had each been sentenced to one-year prison terms. According to the report, the 
individuals were first charged and convicted in 2018 on charges of producing and distributing vulgar audiovisual 
content. After bail payments, they had been at liberty for the duration of the appeal proceedings. Referring to 
information provided by one of the singers involved, it was reported that the convictions had been handed down 
as collective punishment for an entire group of defendants. 
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Iraq 

Protests against election of prime minister  
On 05.08.22, Muqtada As-Sadr's supporters held a public Friday prayer in a square in Baghdad's Green Zone. The 
show of force underlined As-Sadr's demands for new elections, which have meanwhile also been taken up by 
political leaders of several other parties. Thus, new elections appear increasingly likely in the near future. After 
more than 300 days, parliament has still been unable to agree on a new government. Forming a government also 
seems de facto impossible, after the departure of As-Sadr's supporters from parliament. 

Protests in Kurdistan 
On 06.08.22, anti-government protests increased in several cities in Kurdistan, with a focus on Sulaymaniyya. The 
protesters were following a call by the "New Generation" movement, a Kurdish opposition party. The crowd clashed 
with security forces; apparently several politicians of the opposition as well as journalists and protesters were 
arrested. 

Ivory Coast 

Pardon for Laurent Gbagbo 
On the occasion of the national holiday (independence on 07 August 1962), President Alassane Ouattara issued a 
presidential pardon for his predecessor Laurent Gbagbo on 06.08.22. The pardon would serve to "strengthen social 
cohesion", Ouattara announced. In addition, Gbagbo's blocked bank accounts would be released and arrears of his 
life annuity would be paid out, he said. At the same time, Ouattara signed decrees for the conditional release of two 
Gbagbo confidants, former navy chief Vagba Faussignaux and former gendarmerie unit commander Jean-Noel 
Abehi, both convicted in connection with the conflict following the presidential elections in autumn 2010. 
Gbagbo had been given a 20-year prison sentence for the 2011 attack on the branch of the Central Bank of West 
Africa (BCEAO) in Abidjan, which he and others were charged with (cf. BN of 02.08.21). In contrast to an amnesty, 
the pardon does remit the prison sentence, but does not annul the guilty verdict. According to a media report, it 
remains doubtful whether Gbagbo will have the right to run in the next presidential election (2025). 

Lebanon 

Economic situation 
The merchant ship Razoni, which is under media surveillance, is currently on its way from Odesa to Tripoli. As it is 
carrying only maize for chicken feed, no fundamental change in the situation is expected. The lack of foreign 
currency continues to drastically reduce Lebanon's import possibilities, even if there will be more supplies once 
Ukrainian grain becomes available. Food price inflation is currently reported at 122% compared to the same month 
last year. The price of wheat flour has tripled since the Russian war of aggression began. 

Second anniversary of the explosion in the port of Beirut 
04.08.22 marked the second anniversary of the explosion in the port of Beirut. Relatives of the victims and their 
supporters protested and urged an international investigation. The investigation by the Lebanese authorities has 
been repeatedly delayed and marked by political interference. In addition, as parts of the remains of the grain silos 
in the port have been burning for several weeks, the remaining structure partially collapsed. 

Libya 

Fighting in the capital Tripoli 
According to local media reports, two armed groups supporting the respective rival governments, the Government 
of National Stability (GNS) and the Government of National Unity (GNU), again fought each other in a southern 
district of Tripoli on the night of 06.08.22. Another armed group mediated between the two groups and violent 
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clashes ceased in the same night. No casualty figures were given. In recent weeks, the capital Tripoli has repeatedly 
experienced such clashes (cf. BN of 23.05.22 and 25.07.22). 

Montenegro 

Government concludes agreement in principle with SPC 
According to a recent media report, Prime Minister Dritan Abazovic and Patriarch Porfirije signed the agreement in 
principle (cf. BN of 11.07.22) that had been negotiated with the Montenegro’s largest religious community, the 
Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC), in Podgorica on 03.08.22. According to Abazovic, the agreement demonstrates the 
government's commitment to building a society of justice and equality and sends a message of peace and tolerance. 
Similar agreements in principle had already been concluded in the past with the Catholic Church (2011) and with 
the Islamic and Jewish communities (2012). Although the signing of the agreement had received the support of the 
pro-Serbian parties, it had met with criticism from the Democratic Party of Socialists (DPS) and the Social 
Democratic Party, which announced a parliamentary motion of no confidence and called for early elections. Some 
NGOs, including the Center for Democratic Transition (CDT), had also criticised the lack of transparency and 
dialogue in the preparation of the agreement. 

Nicaragua 

Catholic radio stations closed, freedom of movement restricted and archbishop investigated 
On 01.08.22, the Nicaraguan telecommunications authority (Telcor) closed down seven Catholic radio stations in 
the Diocese of Matagalpa. Telcor justified this step among other things with the lack of valid broadcasting licences. 
In addition, the police prevented the bishop of Matagalpa, Rolando José Álvarez Lagos, a government critic, from 
leaving his residence on 04.08.22. A mass had been announced for the same day to be held in the cathedral but was 
not permitted. The EU condemned the renewed action against the Catholic Church and the associated restriction 
of freedom of opinion, faith, and religion. On 05.08.22, the National Police issued a communiqué accusing the priest 
of "organising violent groups, inciting them to commit acts of hatred against the population, fomenting an 
atmosphere of fear and unrest, disturbing peace and communal harmony, with the aim of destabilising the 
Nicaraguan state and attacking constitutional institutions". Investigations have been launched and, according to 
media reports, Álvarez and six other priests are still being held in the Curia of Matagalpa. 

Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, letter from UN Special Rapporteurs 
In its recently published Annual Report 2021, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights speaks of a 
"progressive deterioration of the human rights situation and the rule of law" in Nicaragua. It is particularly critical 
of the many arbitrary arrests in the run-up to the presidential elections, the conditions of detention of political 
prisoners as well as the "climate of repression", the increasing "closure of democratic spaces" and the "stigmatisation 
of opposition actors". The scope to exercise the freedom of expression and freedom of the press had also declined 
rapidly in 2021, indigenous and Afro-Nicaraguan populations on the Caribbean coast repeatedly became the victims 
of illegal settlers, whose practices were generally tolerated by the government. There is de facto no separation of 
powers in the country, and the installation of a police state suppresses all civil liberties, the report says. The 
government, which had announced its withdrawal from the Organisation of American States (OAS) already in 2021, 
rejected the report received in advance in a statement and criticised the descriptions as one-sided and false. 
Already on 29.07.22, more than a dozen Special Rapporteurs of the UN Human Rights Council had sent a letter to 
the presidential couple warning of the consequences of the closure of hundreds of NGOs for civil society. This 
would particularly affect marginalised groups of people, including indigenous communities, women, and children. 

Nigeria 

Boko Haram commander killed in air strike 
Nigeria's air force killed Boko Haram commander Alhaji Modu, alias Bem Bem, together with 27 other members of 
the terrorist organisation in Borno State on 03.08.22. This is according to recent media reports citing official details 
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from the armed forces on 07.08.22. Modu is said to have coordinated Boko Haram attacks in Nigeria, Niger, and 
Cameroon. Lately there have been regular reports of successes of the military Operation Hadin Kai (OPHK) in 
Nigeria's fight against Islamist groups in the northeast. In addition, the number of renegade Islamists is said to have 
increased recently (cf. BN of 25.07.22). 

Death penalty imposed 
On 04.08.22, a court in Akwa Ibom State sentenced a 21-year-old man to death by hanging at the end of a ten-
month criminal trial. The state’s High Court found him guilty of raping and murdering a woman in April 2021, 
according to media reports. An escape attempt immediately after the verdict was pronounced was thwarted in the 
courthouse. Death sentences are rarely executed in Nigeria. Instead, those sentenced to death are usually 
imprisoned indefinitely. According to media reports, for a person sentenced to death to be executed, the death 
sentence must be approved by the governor of the respective state (cf. BN of 04.07.22). 

Punishment for reporting on bandits 
The Nigerian broadcast regulator has fined four media companies NGN 5 million (just under EUR 12,000, as of 
08.08.22) each for recently broadcasting a BBC documentary on the activities of criminal gangs in northwestern 
Nigeria. According to a statement issued by the National Broadcasting Commission on 03.08.22, the barely ten-
minute documentary by the British broadcaster glorifies the activities of bandits and thus endangers national 
security. The BBC defends its journalistic activities and points out that the content of the documentary, which is 
controversial throughout the country, is in the public interest. The video is freely available online and it also features 
leaders of criminal gangs in Zamfara State who are responsible for numerous massacres and other acts of violence 
in the region (cf. BN of 17.01.22, 28.03.22 and 09.05.22). At the end of June 2022, the state government encouraged 
locals to pick up arms to protect themselves against attacks and abductions (cf. BN of 18.07.22). 

Palestinian Territories / Israel 

Gaza Strip/Israel: Escalation of violence between Israeli Military and Palestinian Islamic Jihad  
During an arrest raid in the West Bank city of Jenin on 01.08.22, a Palestinian was killed and a senior member of the 
Islamist group Movement of Islamic Jihad in Palestine (PIJ) was arrested by the military. Due to rising tensions and 
expected retaliatory attacks by the PIJ, border crossings to the Gaza Strip were closed on 02.08.22 and the military 
presence on the Israeli side of the border was stepped up.  
On 05.08.22, the Israeli military began shelling targets in the Gaza Strip. Israel justified the operation by citing 
threats of an imminent attack by the PIJ but did not provide more detailed information. PIJ fired hundreds of 
rockets into Israeli territory in return. Two senior members of the extremist group were killed in the Gaza Strip. 
Hamas, the group exercising control in the Gaza Strip, did not participate.  
On 07.08.22, after three days of intense mutual shelling, the two sides agreed to a ceasefire brought about by 
Egyptian mediation. According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health, a total of 44 people were killed in the Gaza 
Strip, including 15 children. Another 360 people were wounded. Israeli sources, however, say that several of the 
casualties were killed by misdirected rockets fired by the PIJ.  
Most of the rockets fired from the Gaza Strip were intercepted by the Israeli military. There were several casualties 
in Israel; however, no reports of deaths inside Israel. Israeli authorities announced the partial opening of the Erez 
border crossing for humanitarian emergencies on 08.08.22. 
It was the most intense and deadly clash since May 2021, at the time between Hamas and Israel (cf. BN of 31.05.21). 

Russian Federation 

Recruitments for war against Ukraine 
According to media reports, the recruiting authorities are looking for men to sign up for military service. The reports 
say that the men are put under pressure and have to expect considerable disadvantages if they do not comply. The 
aim is to recruit new soldiers for the war against Ukraine. President Putin has not yet declared a general 
mobilisation. According to Putin and Defence Minister Shoigu, no more conscripts will be deployed at the front. 
Officially, the war is dubbed a "special operation". 
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Senegal 

Preliminary official results of the parliamentary elections in Senegal 
Senegalese President Macky Sall's coalition has lost its absolute majority in parliament, but remains in the lead by 
a narrow margin, according to the preliminary official results of the 31.07.22 parliamentary elections announced on 
04.08.22. It is the first time since the country's independence in 1960 that the ruling party has lost its absolute 
majority and must rely on other forces in parliament to pass laws. The president's coalition, which includes his 
Alliance for the Republic (APR) party and other parties, won 82 of the 165 National Assembly seats, against 125 in 
the 2017 elections, while the opposition won a total of 80 parliamentary seats. 56 for Yewwi Askan Wi (YAW) led 
by Ousmane Sonko and 24 for Wattu Sénégal led by former President Abdoulaye Wade, they had formed an alliance 
for the parliamentary elections. Three more MPs come from the ranks of three small party coalitions. The final 
figures must be published by the Constitutional Council within five days if no party appeals the results. Turnout 
was 46.64%, according to the Ministry of Interior. International observers from the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) and the Collective of Civil Society Organisations for the Elections (COSCE) noted the 
peaceful and transparent nature of the election. 

Peace agreement with Casamance rebels 
On 04.08.22, Senegal signed a peace agreement with rebels from Casamance in Bissau under the aegis of the 
President of Guinea-Bissau, Umaro Sissoco Embaló, who is also President of the West African Economic 
Community (ECOWAS). By signing the agreement, the rebels pledged to lay down their arms and work for the final 
return of peace to this southern region of Senegal. The Senegalese authorities have given assurances that all 
conditions will be put in place to ensure the implementation of the agreement. 

Somalia 

Formation of a new cabinet 
Somalia’s parliament accepted the new Prime Minister's plan to revamp the cabinet by 229 votes to 7. The 
appointment of 25 ministers and 26 deputy ministers was also approved and accepted. Among them is Mukhtar 
Robow, the former spokesperson for al-Shabaab. Robow defected from al-Shabaab in 2013 and had been under 
house arrest since then. He holds the post of Minister of Religious Affairs in the newly formed cabinet. The 
perception of Robow's appointment is diverse, on the one hand, it is seen as an attempt by the government to also 
take ideological action against al-Shabaab. On the other hand, however, it is criticised as condoning the crimes of 
al-Shabaab, which Robow represented as spokesperson for the militant group. 

Sri Lanka 

Repression of government critics increases  
In a series of arrests (cf. BN of 01.08.22), Joseph Stalin, president of the Sri Lanka Teacher's Union and leader of the 
protests against the now resigned Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaska, was arrested on 03.08.22 for holding 
an outlawed protest on 28.05.22. According to Human Rights Watch (HRW), the government has been using the 
Emergency Ordinance, in force since 13.07.22, to harass and arbitrarily arrest people demanding political reforms 
and that the government take responsibility for the economic crisis. Since the new president and former prime 
minister Ranil Wickremesinghe took office on 21.07.22, the military and police have been using intimidation, 
including threats of violence and surveillance, against peaceful dissidents, media workers and lawyers. During the 
eviction of the main protest camp on 22.07.22 (cf. BN of 25.07.22), security forces also attacked and beat at least 
three journalists. They also injured about 50 other people. According to HRW, the Emergency Ordinance was 
accompanied by new penal provisions, including a minimum sentence of 20 years imprisonment for damage to 
property and trespassing. In addition, causing "discontent" and spreading "rumours" can be punished as 
misdemeanours and public gatherings can be banned more easily. People charged under the Emergency Ordinance 
cannot be released on bail. 
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South Sudan 

Term of office of the transitional government extended 
On 04.08.22, the signatory parties to the Juba Peace Agreement of September 2018 in a joint agreement agreed to 
a roadmap that extends the transition period until new elections by 24 months. President Machar justified the 
extension by saying that holding the election on the date originally set would have pushed the country back into 
civil war, while the new arrangement allowed more time to implement the milestones of the 2018 peace agreement 
that were agreed but are still open and to deal with problems still standing in the way.  
Most recently, the end of the transition period was scheduled for February 2023, after the actual date of February 
2020 had already been postponed. Now the end date is set for 22.02.25, with elections scheduled for December 
2024.  
Representatives of the so-called Troika (consisting of USA, UK, Norway) stayed away from the meeting to decide 
on the new roadmap in protest. They criticised the fact that not all parties concerned were involved in the decision. 
Civil society, religious groups, economic actors and international partners were left out. Moreover, on their view it 
is uncertain whether the newly adopted roadmap will in fact bring about manifest progress or whether the previous 
standstill will continue. 

Sudan 

Support from Wagner Group and restrictions on reporting 
The publication of an investigative report by CNN on 29.07.22 attracted great interest on social media among 
Sudanese users and was one of the reasons for protests in Khartoum on 31.07.22, which the security authorities 
ended by use of force.  
The report revealed close links between the Russian mercenary company Wagner and the Sudanese military, 
according to which Russia, through the Wagner Group, provided training and weapons, especially for the Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF), and in return was given a great share of gold mining in Sudan. In particular, the evidence 
provided that the gold mined by the Wagner Group was smuggled out of the country without complying with the 
official export regulations caused a stir. According to the report, Russia has been smuggling more gold out of the 
country through the Wagner Group since the annexation of Crimea in 2014 and is still supported in this by high-
ranking military officials and the RSF. In particular, the leader of the RSF, Mohamed Hamdan Daglo ("Hemeti"), has 
long been said to have close contacts to the Wagner Group. In addition, the Wagner Group is accused of having 
provided significant support to the military in the coup in October 2021.  
In addition to the activities of the Wagner Group, the CNN report also denounces the limited opportunities for 
reporting and freedom of expression. For example, the CNN team and sources were allegedly threatened by 
Sudanese security forces during and after the research work on the report in question, in some cases on a massive 
scale. The CNN team's research is based on interviews with whistle-blowers, current and former employees of the 
current Sudanese government and mining companies, as well as with representatives of US authorities who 
specialize in the relevant fields. 

Security situation in West Darfur 
After camels were stolen by Arab pastoralists in West Darfur on 03.08.22, deadly fighting broke out on 04.08.22 
when the nomadic pastoralists were ambushed. During the fighting, 18 people were reportedly killed and at least 
17 wounded. The thieves are believed to be from the Republic of Chad.  
During another incident on 05.08.22, a group of police and Rapid Support Forces members were attacked in Central 
Darfur. Four members of the security forces were killed and several people were injured. No further details are 
known. 
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Türkiye 

Violent assault on an Alevi community member 
On 05.08.22, Selami Sarıtaş, the leader of the Alevi community Kartal-Cemevi, was physically attacked and injured 
by two unknown perpetrators in front of his home in Istanbul. The incident occurred six days after five different 
Alevi institutions in Ankara had been vandalised simultaneously and one person injured (cf. BN of 01.08.22). Already 
on 01.08.22, a protest was held against a series of attacks on minority institutions in Ankara. The protest, which was 
triggered by five separate incidents directed against community facilities in Ankara between 30.07.22 and 31.07.22, 
was supported by opposition groups, including the CHP and the pro-Kurdish HDP, as well as civil society 
organisations. 

Pride Month 2022 Report 
On 02.08.22, Human Rights Watch published a report on Pride Month 2022. According to the report, Turkish 
authorities have responded to a number of LGBTIQ events with attacks on rights activists and media workers. The 
authorities also reportedly banned ten LGBTIQ-related events and arrested more than 530 people in just 37 days. 
Many of those provisionally arrested were reportedly held in police vehicles for long periods of time without food 
or water. Allegedly the police also denied them access to lawyers for several hours. 

Ukraine 

Development of the situation in Ukraine 
According to a report by Amnesty International (ai) published on 04.08.22, the Ukrainian armed forces used combat 
tactics that put civilians at risk by setting up bases and weapons systems in residential areas, and in particular in 
schools and hospitals. According to the organisation, this is contrary to international humanitarian law. The 
Ukrainian government denies the use of such tactics and strongly criticises the report. According to Mikhail 
Polkadok, advisor to the head of the Ukrainian presidential office, ai is thus participating in a "campaign of 
disinformation and propaganda". In the Zaporizhzhya region, shelling of Energodar, where the Russian-controlled 
Zaporizhzhya nuclear power plant is located, continues. According to the Ukrainian public nuclear power plant 
operator Energoatom, three impacts were recorded near one of the power plant units, which also houses a nuclear 
reactor. Both sides continue to accuse each other of creating a situation of nuclear hazard with their fighting. In 
Kherson oblast, fighting is taking place in the area of the village of Blagodatnoye near the motorway to Mykolaiv. 
In Donetsk oblast, Russian forces are trying to advance in the areas of Sloviansk and Bakhmut, Avdeevka and Peski. 

Venezuela 

HRW: Number of Venezuelan migrants passing through Darién jungle increased exponentially 
According to the NGO Human Rights Watch, the number of Venezuelan migrants using the dangerous route 
through the Darién jungle between Colombia and Panama on their way north, increased exponentially in June 2022. 
Thus, in June 2022, a total of 15,600 people crossed the Darién, of which 11,300 were Venezuelan nationals. In the 
same month last year, the number of Venezuelans was only 205 out of a total of 10,200 migrants. 

Conviction of opposition leader Juan Requesens for conspiracy 
On 04.08.22, former student and opposition leader Juan Requesens was sentenced to eight years in prison for 
conspiracy, according to his lawyer. He is accused, along with 16 co-defendants, of being involved in a drone attack 
on President Maduro during a military parade in August 2018. Six civilians as well as a retired sergeant and a major 
general were sentenced to the maximum penalty of 30 years related to the same incident. The dissident Requesens 
was arrested three days after the suspected attack and initially imprisoned in El Helicoíde prison, then under house 
arrest from 2020. He has always denied being involved in this incident. It is currently unclear whether he will have 
to serve the rest of his sentence in house arrest or be sent to prison again. Human rights organisations, relatives 
and large parts of the opposition have always criticised Requesens' arrest as politically motivated and consider him 
a political prisoner who was arbitrarily sentenced. 
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Yemen 

Extension of ceasefire 
On 02.08.22, the ceasefire that had been in effect since 02.04.22 was extended by another two months. The UN had 
originally pushed for a six-month extension and supplementary agreements, but both failed due to reservations 
and mistrust by both warring parties. Earlier ancillary agreements have so far been largely implemented, however 
not fully; the Houthis have yet to end their blockade of the city of Taizz. In addition, both warring parties continue 
to reinforce their troops on important front lines. Furthermore, the ceasefire is quite fragile, with around 1,800 
violations recorded so far. 
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