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Briefing Notes 
Group 62 – Information Centre for Asylum and Migration 

17 October 2022 

Afghanistan 

Security situation: Fighting in Panjshir 
It was reported in the media on 12.10.22 that the Taliban have stationed 1,200 new fighters in the Paryan district 
of Panjshir province, near to the bases of the National Resistance Front (NRF). According to reports in the media, 
two youths were tortured and killed by the Taliban in Panjshir province on 13.10.22. The Taliban reportedly began 
attacking NRF positions on 16.10.22. The Taliban-controlled state news agency, Bakhtar, has reported that a six-
strong commission has been set up by order of prime-minister Akhund to investigate the cases of persons arrested 
during the military operations in Panjshir province. Most of those arrested are being held in prisons in Kabul. It was 
reported on 14.10.22 that 70 people had been imprisoned in Kabul because they originated from Panjshir. Approx. 
200 people have also been arrested by the Taliban in the province itself. 

Governance 
According to reports in the media on 12.10.22, US secretary of state Antony Blinken has announced that the 
issuance of visas is to be restricted for current or former members of the Taliban who are suspected of being 
responsible for or involved in the suppression of women and girls in Afghanistan through restrictive policies and 
violence. He has called on other nation states to follow this example. 
The Taliban’s leader, Hibatullah Akhundzadeh, stated in an audio message published on 13.10.22 that he intended 
to examine together with a group of clerics all bills and laws introduced by the ministries in the past twenty years 
and to rescind all laws and directives which are “not sharia-compliant and not Islamic”. 

Persecution 
It has been reported in the media that the Taliban called on male teachers and high school pupils in the southern 
province of Kandahar to sign a written declaration on 13.10.22 in which they undertake to uphold their extremist 
interpretation of the sharia. This includes compliance with the Taliban’s strict dress regulations for men (including 
wearing a beard and a turban). Anyone who fails to follow the rules will allegedly be removed from their posts or 
dismissed from school. According to a media report of 13.10.22, the Taliban’s morality police have arrested two 
lecturers at a private, non-profit-making university for wearing suits. On 15.10.22 a married woman who was to be 
stoned to death by the Taliban committed suicide in Ghor province. She had run away from home with a man who 
was already married to another woman. The Taliban executed the man for this offence on 13.10.22. According to a 
report in the media on 16.10.22, the Taliban shot dead a young man in Kandahar province for allowing music at a 
wedding celebration and refusing to stop it. 
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Argentina 

Femicides 
According to a study by NGO La Casa del Encuentro, which operates a non-state observatory for femicides, 211 
women and seven trans women were killed in the first nine months of 2022. Almost 60 % were killed in their homes 
and in more than half of the cases the perpetrator was a partner or former partner. The highest number of killings 
took place in the province of the capital, Buenos Aires (70). Prior to their deaths, more than 40 of those killed had 
reported the subsequent perpetrators to the police and eight had even been granted precautionary protective 
measures. 

Bangladesh 

Rohingyas shot dead in Cox’s Bazar; relocation of Rohingyas to Bhasan Char 
On 15.10.22 two leaders of a Rohingya community were shot dead by unknown attackers at the Ukhiya refugee 
camp in the Cox’s Bazar district. 
Around 950 more Rohingyas are to be relocated from the Ukhiya and Teknaf refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar to the 
island of Bhasan Char in Noakhali district in the near future. The Bangladeshi government has transferred more 
than 30,000 Rohingyas to Bhasan chair since 2020. 

Criminal prosecution of opposition BNP members following protests 
According to a spokesperson of the opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), more than 4,000 of the party’s 
members have been charged since 22.08.22 in the wake of nationwide protests against prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina of the Awami League. Five people were reportedly killed in the protests and more than 2,000 injured. The 
police put the death toll at four. The BNP accuses the security apparatus of lacking neutrality and providing 
inadequate protection from attacks by Awami League supporters at the protests. 

Benin 

Military kills eight attackers 
The army repelled a terrorist attack close to a military base in Matéri in the north-west of the country on 11.10.22. 
Eight attackers were killed, according to reports in the media citing official information from the military on 
13.10.22. Both jihadist groups and criminals pose a threat to security in the region. Security forces in the border 
territories in the north have been the target of attacks in numerous instances since the end of 2021 (cf. BN of 
10.01.22 and 27.06.22). 

Chad 

Former opposition politician appointed as new prime minister 
It has been reported in the media that president Mahamat Idriss Déby, who was confirmed in office on 10.10.22, 
appointed former opposition politician Saleh Kebzabo as the new prime minister on 12.10.22. Kebzabo, who leads 
the National Union for Democracy and Renewal party (Union nationale pour la démocratie et le renouveau, UNDR) 
and who ran in the 2011 and 2016 presidential elections against long-term ruler Idriss Déby, who died in April 2021, 
will succeed Albert Pahimi Padacké. Padacké, who also held the office of prime minister under Idriss Déby from 
2016 to 2018, and who was appointed prime minister at the end of April 2021 by the latter’s son, Mahamat Idriss 
Déby, in his capacity as chairman of the transitional military council (CMT), stepped down on 11.10.22 together 
with the government which he headed (cf. BN of 10.10.22). 
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China 

Protest action ahead of Communist Party congress 
On 13.10.22 a man disguised as a construction worker unrolled a number of banners on a footbridge in the Peking 
district of Haidian. Among the demands inscribed on the banners were an end to the zero Covid policy, the 
overthrow of the “dictator” and “thief” Xi Jinping and democratic elections. The individual concerned was led away 
by the police after a few minutes. To prevent the spread of reports on the protest action, the authorities have 
censored photographs, videos and numerous tags and temporarily or permanently blocked more than 600,000 
accounts of the WeChat messaging, social media and payment service. The 20th congress of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) began in Peking on 16.10.22. Included on the agenda is the election of a new Central Committee, 
which is expected to convene for its initial plenary session on 23.10.22 in order to elect the members of the 
Politburo, the Standing Committee and the secretary general, who is at the same time China’s supreme ruler. 
Despite the increasingly bad mood in the country, it is highly probable that Xi Jinping will receive a third term as 
secretary general. 

DR Congo 

Increasing repression of opposition figures and dissidents 
According to a press report, Dismas Kitenge, president of the NGO Groupe Lotus and honorary vice-president of 
the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), has expressed his concern to the UN Human Rights Council 
at the increase in arbitrary arrests and imprisonment of people critical of the government in the run-up to the 
elections planned for 2023. Kitenge said that the arbitrary practices and repressive methods applied against 
opposition figures and dissidents by the domestic intelligence service (ANR) is reminiscent of former president 
Joseph Kabila’s period of government. 

Demonstrations broken up by force, arrests 
It has been reported in the media that a number of anti-government demonstrations and one protest action were 
broken up by use of force and many participants were arrested in the period between 10.10. and 15.10.22. Police 
reportedly used disproportionate force and tear gas to break up a demonstration by the “MBONDA” opposition 
platform in the Matete district of the capital, Kinshasa, on 10.10.22. A number of demonstrators, including the 
MBONDA coordinator and leader of the NKITA political party, Jerry Lubala, were allegedly arrested. The 
demonstrators were calling for elections to be held as planned in 2023 and for an end to the state of siege in North 
Kivu and Ituri which has been in place since 2021, as well as a reassessment of the role of the contentious UN 
Stabilisation Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO). In Goma, the capital of North Kivu 
province, police forces reportedly fired tear gas and warning shots at a spontaneous protest action against 
increasing police violence since the declaration of the state of siege on 12.10.22. The protesters had set up 
barricades and set fire to tyres on public roads and at other locations. The protest action is said to have been sparked 
by the killing of a young driver by a police officer in the course of a routine traffic check. The police officer has since 
been arrested. On 15.10.11 police reportedly broke up a demonstration by the civil society protest movement Lutte 
pour la Changement (LUCHA) in Butembo (North Kivu), arresting 20 members of LUCHA.  
The demonstrators were calling for the liberation of the border town of Bunagana in Rutshuru Territory, which has 
been under the control of the Mouvement 23 (M23) rebel group for four months, and for an end to the state of 
siege. Several days earlier, LUCHA had called for the release of eight LUCHA members who have been held in 
custody since 05.10.22 for participating in an officially banned demonstration which the police broke up by force in 
Kiwandja in Rutshuru Territory. Those arrested include a breast-feeding mother and a disabled person.  

Western Congo: Continuing inter-ethnic conflict; humanitarian situation and security 
The media continue to carry reports of killings, acts of violence, houses burnt to the ground and other human rights 
violations in connection with the inter-ethnic clashes between the Teke and Yaka groups which have been ongoing 
for some months now. The conflict, which was originally limited to Kwamouth Territory in Maï -Ndombe province 
to the north-east of the capital, Kinshasa, has since spread to the neighbouring province of Kwilu (cf. BN of 05.09.22 
and 27.09.22). Reports in the media in October 2022 have most recently cited incidents in Bagaga Territory (Kwilu) 
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and Kwamouth. According to the UNHCR, more than 142 people have been killed and almost 26,000 people, first 
and foremost children and women, have been internally displaced since the conflict broke out. Thousands have 
reportedly fled abroad. Other sources put the death toll at over 180 and the number of internally displaced persons 
at over 35,000. The situation for the internally displaced people, particularly in the regions of Kwilu and Maï -
Ndombe, is described as extremely precarious, with corresponding reports of deaths. 

Global Hunger Index 2022: Hunger situation “very serious” 
NGO Welthungerhilfe assesses the hunger situation in DR Congo as “very serious”, with a Global Hunger Index 
(GHI) rating for 2022 of 37.8. The country ranks 118th among 121 countries assessed in the index. WHI ratings are 
calculated on the basis of a combination of the indicators malnourishment, retarded growth and emaciation among 
children aged under five and child mortality. The NGO states that violent conflicts have contributed to food 
insecurity in DR Congo.  
According to the UN coordinator for humanitarian aid in DR Congo, the number of people affected by malnutrition 
in DR Congo currently stands at 27 million - the highest level worldwide. 

Haiti 

Cholera outbreak and gang crime: Calls for international rapid response force 
In view of the uncontrolled gang violence and a steadily deteriorating health and food situation, UN Secretary-
General António Guterres is calling for an international rapid response force. Prior to Guterres’ statement, the 
Haitian government had already requested an armed international force to stabilise the country. On 15.10.22 the 
USA and Canada delivered armoured vehicles and other equipment to Haiti. According to the US State Department, 
the Haitian government has purchased the security equipment to support its national police in combating criminal 
actors who are blocking urgently needed humanitarian aid and obstructing efforts to curb cholera. Citing the local 
health authorities, the WHO announced on 14.10.22 that 35 people had died of cholera. According to the WHO, a 
further 47 cases have been confirmed and 560 suspected cases have been recorded. Experts believe the actual 
figures to be markedly higher. 

Iran 

Fire at Tehran’s Evin prison 
It has been reported in the media that a fire broke out in ward 7 of Evin prison in Tehran on the evening of 15.10.22, 
following a conflict between inmates and prison staff. According to official information, at least eight prisoners 
died in the fire and at least 60 were injured. According to eye witness reports in social media, explosions, shots and 
sirens were to be heard in the vicinity. Police and security forces cordoned off the area, using tear gas against 
protesters. According to reports in the media, the exact course of events at the prison remains unclear to date and 
cannot be confirmed by independent information. A state press agency initially reported a conflict between 
revolting inmates and prison warders, in the course of which a textile store is believed to have caught fire. The fire 
has reportedly since been extinguished. Official sources have denied any link to the protests which have been raging 
in the country for four weeks. It has been reported that detained protesters were located in an adjoining ward of 
the prison. The prison in the north of Tehran is a target of international criticism on account of verified ongoing 
human rights violations such as the abuse of detained persons. 

Nationwide protests and repressive measures 
Foreign media are reporting protest marches in at least 22 towns and cities in 16 provinces, despite the high 
presence of security forces comprising police, army units, Revolutionary Guards and the Basij militia under the 
Guards’ command. Renewed violence and the use of firearms against protesters are reported, along with arrests. 
Activists, reporters, students and demonstrators continue to be detained. At least four people were reportedly killed 
and a number injured, including law enforcement personnel, in clashes with security forces in towns and cities of 
Kermanshah, Kordestan and West Azerbaijan provinces on 12.10.22. Large-scale protests involving road blockades 
and clashes with security forces have been reported in the northern city of Ardabil (in the province of the same 
name) since 15.10.22 in response to the what is believed to be the violent death of a schoolgirl. In Tehran, male and 
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female lawyers came together to stage a demonstration outside the lawyers’ association building. Tear gas was 
reportedly deployed and at least three people were arrested. The arrest of more than 30 workers from the oil 
industry has been reported in the city of Asalouyeh (Bushehr province), citing a trade union association. Refinery 
employees and workers from Abadan (Khuzestan) have been striking there since 10.10.22 in solidarity with the 
nationwide protests. Market traders have reportedly also staged strikes in a number of towns and cities in Kordestan 
and Kermanshah provinces. Large-scale internet restrictions remained measurable on 16.10.22, according to a 
monitoring organisation. According to unconfirmed information, between 200 and 230 people have allegedly died 
since the beginning of the protests. No figures have been announced to date regarding the total numbers of arrests 
in connection with the protests. Reported numbers vary considerably and are in the thousands in some instances.  
It has been reported in the media that charges have so far been brought against some 120 arrested individuals, with 
Tehran accounting for around half of this total. Chief justice Mohseni-Eje’i has allegedly warned a council of judges 
against imposing too lenient sentences in forthcoming criminal proceedings. Following on from supreme 
revolutionary leader Ali Khamenei’s words before the Assembly of Experts, he stressed that those accused should 
nevertheless be categorised and duly punished according to the severity of their offences. The chief justice is said 
to have referred to the option for persons facing less serious charges to express remorse and to subsequently be 
released. Similarly to president Raisi, he had previously publicly indicated a willingness to enter into dialogue with 
the demonstrators and to conduct a review of laws, without going into any further detail on the matter. Human 
rights organisations and those to whom these words were addressed see them as appeasement gestures and an 
acknowledgement that the powers that be have lost control over the revolting people. The Iranian leadership 
accuses foreign forces, in particular the USA and Israel, of having stoked the unrest. 

Iraq 

Election of new president 
The Iraqi parliament convened on 13.10.22 to elect a new president after a year of political stalemate. The session 
was overshadowed by a rocket attack on the Green Zone, which was hit by a total of nine rockets, injuring a number 
of civilians and members of the security forces. Following a brief intermission to the session, Adul Latif Rashid was 
elected president in a second ballot. Rashid is a member of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and holds a doctor’s 
degree in engineering from Manchester University. In contrast to his predecessor, he is not known to be opposed 
to the death penalty; executions in Iraq require presidential approval in each instance. Directly after his election, he 
appointed Mohammed Shia as-Sudani as prime minister. The latter is now charged with the task of finding a 
majority in parliament which is capable of governing the country.  
The Sadrist bloc, which emerged from last year’s elections as the largest single parliamentary group, announced on 
15.10.22 that it was not prepared to participate in government. 

Lebanon 

Economic situation 
Israel and Lebanon intend to jointly dispatch letters to the UN at the end of October 2022 specifying the exact 
coordinates of their maritime borders. Corresponding negotiations have been in progress since 2020. It is believed 
that the region contains natural gas fields, and the existence of a number of such fields has already been confirmed. 
Under the negotiated conditions, both countries will be in a position to extract gas. The aim of the Lebanese 
government is to cover at least part of its own energy requirements and to earn foreign currency through exports. 
Large parts of the country now no longer have any energy supply from the public grid, and the water supply 
regularly fails in some areas.  
The water supply problems and the substantial deterioration in hygiene conditions as a result of the underlying 
crisis are promoting the spread of the cholera epidemic. Dozens of cases have been confirmed to date and initial 
deaths have been recorded.  
The price limits for fuel have been raised slightly once again. The value of the Lebanese currency has continued to 
drop on the black market, trading at under 1:40,000 in some instances. 
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Libya 

Agreement on women’s rights rejected 
The agreement signed by the Dbeibah government and the United Nations in October 2021 to improve conditions 
for women in Libya was finally rejected last week. The signatory for Libya, women’s minister Houriya Torman, has 
been accused of having violated Islamic law. The agreement was intended to establish a national plan to support 
women’s rights and their role in various areas of society. 

Arrests in connection with dead migrants 
The local security services in the desert city of Sabratah in western Libya have reportedly arrested two people and 
carried out raids at five detention centres for migrants in connection with the deaths of fifteen migrants. The 159 
people held at the detention centres were apparently released in the process. The dead migrants were found in a 
burnt-out boat on a beach near Sabratah on 07.10.22. It is assumed that the dead were involved in a dispute 
between two rival groups of people smugglers. 

Mali 

Attack on bus in the Mopti region claims lives 
At least eleven people are reported to have been killed and 53 injured in a bomb attack on a bus on 13.10.22. The 
attack took place in central Mali, near to the village of Tile (Mopti region), on a stretch of road between Bandiagara 
and Goundaka. No-one has claimed responsibility for the attack to date. 

Montenegro 

10th Pride Parade of the LGBTIQ community accompanied by SOK protests 
It has been reported in the media that several hundred people took part in Montenegro’s 10th Pride Parade, which 
was held in Podgorica on 08.10.22 to champion the rights of the country’s LGBTIQ community. As in previous years, 
the event was supported by public authorities and the government. Major improvements were cited, such as the 
adoption of the law on the registration of same-sex partnerships in 2020. At the same time, activists point out that 
efforts are needed to curb hate speech and harassment of the LGBTIQ community and to protect human rights. 
The influential Serbian Orthodox Church in Montenegro (SOK), which considers the Pride march to constitute a 
threat to traditional values such as marriage and the family, reportedly held a counter-event on the eve of the march 
in the form of a protest prayer, which was also attended by several hundred people, including a number of pro-
Serbian officials. LGBTIQ activists argue that the church protests stir up hate against their community and highlight 
the divisions in society, insisting that the government should promote Montenegro as a secular society. 

Morocco 

Three-year prison term for human rights activist 
Human rights activist Saida El Alami was sentenced to three years in prison by the court of second instance on 
21.09.22. She was charged with insulting a constitutional body, insulting public officials carrying out their duties, 
attacking the judiciary and spreading false assertions. She had been sentenced in the first instance to two years in 
prison and a fine. The 48 year-old regularly posts critical reports about authorities concerning social topics. 

Reform of the criminal code announced 
The reform of the criminal code, which has been announced for some years, is now set to take place in the second 
quarter of 2023. The new law is to incorporate new provisions on the subjects of the death penalty and abortion. 

King pardons 672 convicts 
The ministry of justice has stated that the King of Morocco pardoned 672 to mark the anniversary of the birth of 
the Muslim prophet Muhammad. Nine of the 672 pardoned individuals had been charged with extremism and 
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terrorism and have now had their prison sentences repealed or reduced. According to the statement from the 
ministry, these prisoners have been granted pardons after revising their ideological orientation and rejecting 
extremism and terrorism. According to reports in the media, the king has already pardoned 2,000 prisoners so far 
this year. 

Myanmar 

Fighting and violence in various parts of the country 
Junta forces and members of the pro-military group Thway Thauk Aphwe, which hunts down members of the 
National League of Democracy (NLD), abducted, killed and mutilated five men in the town of Natogyi (Mandalay 
region) on 03.10.22. Six NLD members are also reported to have been killed in the towns of Nyaung-U and Kyaukse 
(also Mandalay region) on 02.10.22.  
Clashes occurred in Kachin State, northern Shan State and the Sagaing region between the Kachin Independence 
Army (KIA), supported by local People’s Defence Forces (PDF), and the Myanmar military in the period between 
04.10. and 08.10.22. In the course of the fighting, the military destroyed a monastery and numerous homes in 
artillery attacks on the town of Manton (Shan). Over 4,000 people fled from seven villages in the Mingin district 
(Sagaing) on 08.10.22, after junta forces had burned almost three dozen houses down to the ground. Junta forces 
have killed 16 PDF members in fighting in the Sagaing towns of Wetlet and Taze. The victims died as a result of air 
raids and torture. 

Additional prison sentence for Aung San Suu Kyi 
On 12.10.22 a military court sentenced the overthrown de facto head of government, Aung San Suu Kyi, to an 
additional prison term of three years, in this case for corruption. Suu Kyi had previously been sentenced to a total 
of 23 years in prison for alleged offences. 

Nigeria 

Terrorism charges against prominent separatist leader annulled 
On 13.10.22 the court of appeal in the capital, Abuja, unanimously annulled the charges against Nnamdi Kanu and 
declared his arrest in 2021 (cf BN of 05.07.21), his subsequent imprisonment and the current court proceedings 
against him to be unlawful. According to reports in the media, the court’s rulings stem from the fact that the court 
where the trial began did not possess the necessary jurisdiction. The Nigerian government emphasizes that the 
annulment of the charges by the court of appeal does not constitute an acquittal and that the case is not yet closed. 
The government states that it intends to take legal steps against the appeal court’s ruling. Kanu’s lawyers are calling 
for his immediate release. He is accused, among other charges, of terrorism and treason (cf. BN of 02.05.22 and 
25.10.21). Kanu is the leader of the independence movement Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), which is seeking 
the secession of Nigeria’s south-east region in which the Igbo ethnic group is predominant. IPOB and members of 
its armed wing, the Eastern Security Network (ESN), are linked to recent attacks on civil servants and state 
institutions which commonly result in deaths (cf. BN of 10.10.22). IPOB and ESN consistently deny any 
responsibility for the acts of violence. 

Kaduna State: Military kills dozens of gang members  
According to information from the military, Nigerian soldiers killed dozens of members of a nameless criminal 
group in an air raid on the town of Yadi in the northern federal state of Kaduna on 08.10.22. The dead allegedly 
include the leader, Ali Dogo, who went by the alias “Yellow”. According to the military, the group led by Dogo has 
carried out numerous attacks on villages and schools in the north of Nigeria and in neighbouring Niger. The group 
allegedly had links with Boko Haram. Some media reports refer to Dogo’s group as jihadists, others as terrorists or 
a criminal gang. 

Assessment of damage caused by recent floods 
According to reports in the media, over 600 people have been killed and some 1.3 million displaced as a result of 
flooding since the early summer of 2022 (cf. BN of 19.09.22 and 26.09.22). More than 200,000 homes have 
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reportedly also been destroyed. The unusually severe flooding is expected to continue particularly in the south of 
the country through to the end of November 2022. Effects on the supply of food and fuel are to be observed in the 
affected areas, and the spread of illnesses is to be feared. On 16.10.22 the minister for humanitarian issues and 
disaster management stated that governments of particularly severely affected federal states had failed to take 
adequate action, despite early warnings. 

Pakistan 

Military operation following bomb attack in Balochistan 
Five armed fighters were killed in a military operation in the Mastung district of Balochistan province on 16.10.22. 
The fighters were allegedly responsible for a bomb attack on 14.10.22 in which three people were killed and six 
injured. Four members of the security forces were also injured in the operation on 16.10.22. No information has 
emerged with regard to the background to the attack or the fighters. Various armed separatist groups are active in 
Balochistan. 

Palestinian territories / Israel 

West Bank: Raids and violent clashes result in deaths and injuries 
A twelve year-old Palestinian who was shot in the stomach during clashes in Jenin on 28.09.22 died of his injuries 
on 10.10.22. The military has stated that he was involved in throwing stones at members of the Israeli military.  
Numerous persons were injured in clashes on 13.10. and 14.10.22 when Israeli settlers rampaged through the town 
of Hawara, close to the city of Nablus, attacking Palestinian people.  
A member of the Al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigade was killed by the Israeli military at Jenin refugee camp on 14.10.22. 
There were contradictory claims that he was going about his duty as a doctor and that he was armed and taking 
part in clashes with the military at the time of his death. 
A member of the armed group Islamic Jihad was also killed in violent clashes with the military on 14.10.22. Five 
people, including two medics, were injured.  
On 14.10.22 the Israeli military killed a Palestinian who opened fire near to an Israeli settlement in the area around 
the city of Ramallah, wounding an Israeli civilian. 
On 15.10.22 a Palestinian was fatally wounded in violent clashes with the Israeli military in the town of Qarawat 
Bani Hassan. According to reports in Palestinian media, the military was seeking to confiscate agricultural machines 
which farmers were using beyond the bounds of their fields.  
According to information from the military, a Palestinian who allegedly threw incendiaries at a civilian bus near the 
city of Hebron was shot and wounded on 16.10.22.  

Israel / West Bank / East Jerusalem: Israeli soldier killed by militia member 
Armed attackers killed an Israeli soldier on 11.10.22 and subsequently fled in a vehicle. The Lion’s Den militia has 
claimed responsibility for the attack near the city of Nablus in the north of the West Bank. 

East Jerusalem: Growing tensions 
The search for those responsible for killing an Israeli soldier several days before (cf. BN of 10.10.22) has continued 
at Shuafat refugee camp. Access to the camp has since been cut off by new checkpoints and an increased police 
presence. It is reported that large numbers of people are unable to obtain necessary medical care or to go to school, 
with only restricted access to food and goods. In addition, further clashes have occurred between the camp’s 
residents and the Israeli forces, who have also restricted the freedom of movement within the camp. Numerous 
shop owners in East Jerusalem staged a general strike on 12.10.22 in solidarity with the refugees living at the camp. 
Schools also remained closed.  
On 13.10.22 violent clashes occurred in the Sheikh Jarrah district, in the course of which 18 Palestinians were 
wounded. According to the Palestinian health ministry, Israeli settlers had attacked Palestinians with sticks and 
stones. Similar incidents had occurred in various neighbourhoods of East Jerusalem on the previous night. 
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Russian Federation 

Approx. 220,000 reservists called up to date 
On 21.09.22 president Putin announced partial mobilisation for the Russian armed forces. According to the Russian 
defence minister, Shoigu, the partial mobilisation only concerns people who have already served or who have 
military experience. The prospect of having to fight in Ukraine caused widespread panic and prompted hundreds 
of thousands of Russians to flee abroad, in particular to Kazakhstan and Georgia. The defence minister has stated 
that some 220,000 reservists had been called up by the beginning of October, with a sum total of 300,000 planned. 
According to Shoigu, training is taking place at 80 drill grounds and six training centres. The competent bodies have 
allegedly been instructed to provide the recruits with the necessary clothing and equipment and to induct them 
accordingly. Contrary to these assertions, information has emerged to the effect that reservists with no previous 
military service, with chronic illnesses, with large numbers of children, people of old age and people meeting other 
exemption criteria have also received call-up papers and been conscripted for military service. In some instances, 
such individuals have been sent to the front immediately, without any preparation or military training – as have 
other reservists (cf. BN of 26.09.22). In addition, equipment is commonly lacking and the supply of food and 
drinking water is poor. 

Somalia 

Freedom of the press 
Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, secretary-general of the Somali Journalists Syndicate (SJS), was arrested at Mogadishu 
Airport in connection with “security issues” on 11.10.22. He was refused access to a lawyer. Prior to his arrest, SJS 
and four other media groups had released a statement expressing their concern regarding the effects on freedom 
of speech and the safety of media representatives of the decree on reporting on Al-Shabaab propaganda which was 
issued on 08.10.22 (cf. BN of 10.10.22). On the same evening, Mumin shared recordings of an attack on SJS offices 
by armed officers of the National Intelligence Security Agency (NISA). He was detained until 16.10.22, with no 
official charges brought. 

Six executions by Al-Shabaab 
Al-Shabaab has announced that it executed six men on 13.10.22 who were accused of spying for the USA in Saakow 
(Middle Juba region). According to the announcement, two men were accused of being involved in the killing of 
Mohamed Abdibnur Marzawi and Abdulkadir Commandos, two high-ranking Al-Shabaab leaders, by US drone 
attacks in 2019 and 2020. 

South Sudan 

Increasing violence 
Fighting broke out repeatedly in the northern federal state of Warrap last week between groups of youths from the 
Abyei administrative district and the Twic region (in Warrap State). The region concerned is located directly at the 
border between the Abyei administrative district and Warrap. The latest fighting has led to a mass exodus, with 
1,100 people most recently having left their home territory. Following the beginning of the fighting on 10.10.22, 
the South Sudanese Army (SSPDF) dispatched units to the affected region in the course of the week in order to set 
up a buffer zone between the rival groups. The SSPDF will not be operating in the terrain of Abyei administrative 
district, however. This step has become necessary in the wake of previous failures by SSPDF units stationed in the 
affected region to prevent or curb the escalating violence. 
Violent clashes, fighting and kidnappings also occur repeatedly in the Fashoda region of Upper Nile State. 
According to information from the UN Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) which is deployed in this area, the 
situation has led to the displacement of more than 8,000 people from the region around the town of Kodok. 
UNMISS assumes a large number of people have been killed, without stating any figures. 
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Sudan 

Further demonstrations 
Further demonstrations were held on 13.10.22 under the well-known banner of “March of the millions”. According 
to information from the Association of Socialist Doctors, a total of 27 injured people were registered in Khartoum’s 
city area. These included demonstrators from the sister city of Omdurman, who were injured by projectiles 
consisting of glass and stones. In this connection, the United Against Violations activist group (UAV) stated that 
the security forces had deployed new weapons which served to shoot fragments of stone and glass. Rubber bullets 
and live ammunition were allegedly also used. 

Blue Nile State: Intercommunal conflict 
Four people have died and several houses have been burned to the ground in current fighting between people 
belonging to the Hausa ethnic group and rival ethnic groups, most recently members of Al-Hamaj. Fighting broke 
out this July between Hausa and other ethnic groups, resulting in over 100 deaths (cf. BN of 27.07.22). Violence has 
since flared up on repeated occasions, most recently in September, when 18 people died (cf. BN of 05.09.22). The 
continually recurring fighting stems from the Hausa people’s demands for a new civilian authority to be set up to 
regulate the distribution of land. Other ethnic groups see this as an attempt by the Hausa to obtain land by unlawful 
means. The United Nations puts the number of people displaced by the latest eruptions of violence at around 
37,700. 

Honour killings 
The number of cases of reported so-called honour killings has doubled in comparison to last year, according to 
information from Sudanese activists and the competent government agency. In all, eleven cases have been 
reported. The actual figure is assumed to be far higher. Those suspected of carrying out the killings include male 
relatives who believed that the women concerned were using their smartphones to contact extramarital partners. 
The competent government authorities are allegedly unable to cope with these developments on account of the 
military coup of October 2021 and the attendant political turmoil, and are thus failing to take any action. 
Furthermore, fathers involved in such killings generally receive lenient punishment, being recognised as their 
families’ breadwinners. Although the principle of honour killings is not actually entrenched in Sudanese society, the 
director-general of the government agency to combat violence against women suspects that religious extremism 
is behind this latest increase. 

Syria 

Attack on military bus in Damascus / raid in Dar‘a 
Syria’s state news agency has reported that at least 18 members of the military died in a Damascus suburb on 
13.10.22 when a transport bus was destroyed by a bomb explosion. 27 people were allegedly injured. 
It has been reported that Russian and Syrian forces jointly killed 20 suspected IS fighters in Jasim (Dar’a 
governorate) on 16.10.22. According to Russian media, the fighters were responsible for the attack three days 
previously. 

North-west: Heavy fighting between HTS and SNA 
On 14.10.22 fighters of the Islamic fundamentalist group Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), which dominates the rebel-
controlled parts of Idlib, seized control of the city of Afrin and smaller towns in Aleppo governorate from the more 
moderate Syrian National Army (SNA) - a rebel organisation which, in turn, controls the Turkish-occupied regions 
of northern Syria. 
According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, 19 fighters and eight civilians were killed in the fighting. 
Representatives of the civil administration in nearby Azaz called on residents to resist the HTS. 
A ceasefire was eventually agreed under the auspices of Türkiye on 15.10.22. The HTS has reportedly withdrawn its 
fighters from Afrin and other parts of northern Aleppo. In return, the SNA has allegedly undertaken to reform the 
structures of the local civilian administration and to remove the military presence from the municipal centres - in 
particular, the dominant Shamia Front and Jaish al-Islam factions. 
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Observers note that the HTS is endeavouring to play a more active role in the civilian administration of the rebel-
controlled territories, in order to soften its militant image. 
Two rebel leaders have warned that the presence of HTS could open the door for Russian bombing. On 16.10.22 
Russian combat aircraft shelled Kafr Jana, a village which has been the scene of heavy fighting between HTS and 
SNA units. 

Türkiye 

Bill on the public spreading of disinformation 
On 12.10.22 the Turkish parliament voted on a bill to amend a number of laws, including the press law (law no. 
5943), the law on electronic communications (law no. 5651) and the criminal code itself, with the aim of introducing 
a new offence designated the “public spreading of disinformation”. Should the new provisions enter into force, 
anyone spreading information which is considered to be harmful to public order or national security may face up 
to three years in prison. Furthermore, websites and social media platforms will be required to remove content on 
request from the authorities or face being made inaccessible. Global social media providers could additionally be 
punished with fines corresponding to up to 3 % of their global revenue. All online publications must also contain 
the ID and contact details of a representative of Turkish nationality who is legally liable in the case of any 
complaints. News websites will also be required to publish corrections within one calendar day, should the 
authorities consider this necessary. 

Uganda 

Ebola outbreak 
Following the first registered case of Ebola on 20.09.22, the government has announced a three-week lockdown in 
the districts of Mubende and Kassanda (southern Uganda). Travel into and out of the districts is prohibited, with 
the exception of goods traffic. Religious sites, bars and markets are to be closed and a curfew imposed. At least 19 
people have died of the virus to date and almost 60 cases of the disease have been officially recorded. 

Ukraine 

Rocket attacks on energy infrastructure throughout the country 
According to media reports, Russian rocket attacks on numerous towns and cities, including the capital, Kiev, 
inflicted large-scale damage on the energy infrastructure on 10.10.22. Temporary blackouts and water supply 
failures were reported from various towns and cities, including Kiev, Kharkiv and Lviv. At least 19 people died, 
according to official figures. The Ukrainian general staff stated that more than 80 rockets were fired at various 
targets in Ukraine. On 11.10.22 the Ukrainian energy ministry announced that around 30 % of the country’s energy 
infrastructure had been hit in the attacks. The government called on the public to save energy in order to avoid 
overloading the power grid. Numerous reports in the media regard the attacks as Russian retaliation for the 
explosion which took place on 08.10.22 on the bridge linking Crimea to mainland Russia which was built by Russia 
after it annexed Crimea in 2014 (cf. BN of 10.10.22). Rocket attacks on more than 40 towns and cities were again 
reported by Ukraine on 13.10.22. According to information from local authorities, drone attacks and detonations 
occurred on the morning of 17.10.22 in cities including the capital, Kiev, Dnipro and Mykolaiv, and air-raid alarms 
sounded in a number of regions of Ukraine. 

Humanitarian situation 
In a press announcement published on 14.10.22 the WHO warns of a further worsening of the humanitarian 
situation in Ukraine in view of the approaching winter. To date, the WHO has recorded 620 attacks on medical 
facilities since the beginning of the Russian invasion. As a result of the latest intensification of the war, involving 
the destruction of parts of the healthcare and energy infrastructure, the WHO warns that the situation could 
deteriorate to a dangerous extent, in particular for vulnerable people. According to information from the Ukrainian 
government, more than 800,000 homes have been damaged or destroyed, leaving large numbers of people without 
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adequate protection in the cold season. It is additionally feared that the latest escalation in the war, combined with 
the approaching winter, may lead to a further increase in internally displaced people and also to renewed large-
scale migration flows into Ukraine's neighbouring countries. 

Venezuela 

Migration: New US provisions, situation for Venezuelan migrants and refugees 
Under a plan relating to new US migration conditions for Venezuelan nationals which was officially presented on 
12.10.22 and which is to enter into force with immediate effect, in future all migrants illegally entering the US from 
Venezuela as their country of origin are to be returned to Mexico under the contentious “Title 42” policy. The 
relevant passage was introduced under Trump at the beginning of the pandemic in March 2020 and the Biden 
government’s attempt to abolish it was overturned by US courts in May 2022. It allows individuals seeking to enter 
the country illegally to be refused entry directly at the border and sent back. According to the US secretary of 
homeland security, Venezuelan migrants who continue to cross the border illegally will not be granted access to an 
admission process in future. At the same time, under a humanitarian programme there is provision for up to 24,000 
Venezuelan nationals to legally remain in the country for two years subject to certain conditions, including legal 
entry by air and the involvement of a sponsor in the USA acting as a guarantor. Previously, Venezuelan migrants 
illegally entering the country were commonly not deported, as returns to Mexico or removals to Venezuela were 
generally all but impossible. Many subsequently filed an asylum application in the USA. Through the current change 
of policy in consultation with Mexico, the US government is seeking to control the number of Venezuelans illegally 
entering the country, which has risen sharply in recent months, while at the same time warning against dangerous 
migration routes, such as the option leading through the Darién jungle between Panama and Colombia. 
According to a collection of statistics from host countries compiled by the Regional Interagency Coordination 
Platform for Refugees and Migrants (R4V), as per October 2022 more than 7.1 million people have left Venezuela 
for reasons including economic motives, the humanitarian situation or in order to escape violence. 
According to an official statement by the IOM on 12.10.22, based on R4V’s results and analysis, around 4.3 million 
of these Venezuelan migrants and refugees are finding it increasingly difficult to earn a livelihood, gain access to 
healthcare and find secure accommodation in Latin American and Caribbean countries due to the pandemic, the 
rising cost of living and unemployment, among other factors. As a result, many are forced to beg or turn to 
prostitution in order to obtain regular meals and a place to live. One alternative is to move on to other countries, 
which often involves dangerous journeys. Notwithstanding various regularisation initiatives and humanitarian 
programmes, the IOM has called for a further increase in protection for Venezuelan refugees in the Latin American 
and Caribbean host countries and improved access to basic services and provisions, education and the labour 
market. 
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